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Sir, 

J have the honour PD d m  to the cast concerning hgdm of Ure qfFme yUugdmb 
v. N e t h r U )  and to your letaw d a ~ d  20 Decemk 3002, trmsmitting ?he Federal 
Repriblic of Yugoslwiabs w tittan obsemati011s: and submissions of 1 8 Deeembsr 2002 
on the Fretimhay Objomions of the Kingdom of the NetB~fhds. 

Tbc Netherhds regards the written obsematio335 and submissions of the Fed- 
Republic of Yugoshwia as amounting to acceptance of the Netherlands Preliminmy 
Objections of JuIy 2000 ?bat the Feded Republic of Yugoslavia was not entitled to 
sppw before the Court, nor had in q way validly seecpted the jurisdiction of the 
Court or conferred jurfsdictiou on the Court wer tilt claim brought by the Federal 
P!p:blic ~ f Y v p s ! a v i ~  @st the Netherlauds, nor dmonsuated that such claims 
were admissible. 

For the reasons advanced in the Pretirnlnary Objectives of the Naherlards and in h c  
li&t of the written observations and submissions submitted by the Federal Republic 
of Yugoslavia in its smtemeat of 1 8 Decembm 2002, the Netherlands requests the 
Court to adjudge and declare that it I z k s  jurisdiction over the pm-edings brought by 
the Fderal Republie of Yugoslavia and that the claims brought by it against the 
Netherlands in these promedine are inadmisstble. 



In h e  a h & a ,  if the Court were to conclude that, by irs wri& obm8ti61rs iM 
~ubmissions of 18 December 2002, the Federal RepubIic of Yupslavia has ia fk t  
inhaed the Court is noi phq on with the p e e d i n g s  (Article 89 ofthe Rules 
of the C ~ W ) ~  tfrs Netherlands M y  stam that it b88 no objection b the 
d i s 0 0 1 1 ~ ~ c e  af the procdiugs. 

Accept, Sir the assuranoes dmy bigbcst consideration. 
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