
Gommuniqué No. 51/8. 
(Unof f i d al) 

The f o l l o i d n g  information f rom t h e  I n t e r m t i a n a l  Court o f  J u s t i c e  

has been c ~ m n i e ~ t e d  t o  t h e  Press; 

On A p r i l  9 th ,  1951, t h e  Gseek Minister et The Hague filed an 
Appl ica t ion  ~ v i t h  the Registry of t h e  Internaticinal Court  of Ju s t i c e  
i n s t i t u t h g  proceedings bzfors t h e  Court against  . t he  Govarnnent af the 
United Kingdom In regard t o  t h e  r i y h t s  of N,E, Hrnbatielos, a k e e k  
nctt ional .  

According ta the terms of t h e  Appl ica t ion ,  M. Anibatielos, a 
Greek shipowner, who had concluded a contsac t  with the  United Kingdom 
Goverment in 1919 f o r  t h e  purch2se of nine s t e m s h i p s ,  su f f s sed  
pre  judice owing t o t h e  non-del ivery of t h e  said sh ips  w i t h i n  t h e  
specified tirne-lirnits. It is a l l e g e d  that he was unable to ob ta in  
recognition of his  r i g h t s  in t h e  competent B r i t i s h  cour ts ;  t h a t  t he  
l a t t e r  f a i l e d  t o  observc, in regard t o  h i s  case, c e r t a i n  e s sen t i a l  
r u l e s  of Br i t i sh  procedure, thus centravening the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
customary l a w  and t h e  Treaty of Commerce 2nd Navigation of Novmber 
10th, 1886, bctwsen Great B r i t a i n  and Gresce; and t h e t  t h e  Hellen2fl 
Govcrnment, having adapted the cause of i t s  nat ional ,  then-proposed a 
rzcourse t o  a r b i t r a t i o n  t o  the Goverment of t h o  United Kingdom, in 
a p p l i c a t i o n  of one of t h c  clzuses of t h e  abovo-mentiansd t r e z ty .  
T h i s  proposa1 is stated t o  have been refused ,  thuç  b r ing ing  i n t o  
oper'ation another international act-the Greco-Britannic Trcaty af 
Commerce a d  Navigation of July llkh, 1426,-and thereby opening t h e  
way t o  a recourse t o  ths Internat ional  Court of J u s t i c e .  

The Appl ica t ion  concludes by request ing the Court t o  d e c l a r e  
t h a t  e f f s c t  must bc givcn ta t h e  a rb i t r a l  p r a c e d u r ~  re fe r sed  to in t h e  
Treaty of 1886. 

The He l l en i c  Goverment is  Applicat ion has &en communicated t o  
t h e  Unitad Kingdom, and t h e  o the r  custonary n a t i f i c z t i o n s  in regard 
t o  it w i l l  be m d z  for th ts i th ,  

The Hague, Apr i l  13th,  1951. 




