
LETTER DATED 12 MARCH 1968 FROM THE PRIME MIBISTER 
OF XAURITIUS ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

I have the honour, on behalf of the Government of Mauritius, to make 

application for Mauritius to be admitted to the United Nations Organisation. 

I should be grateful if you would arrange for this application to be placed 

before the Security Council and the General Assembly. 

My Government endorses the purposes and principles stated in the United 

nations Charter and declares that it accepts the obligations incumbent upon 

Members of the Organizetion and solemnly undertakes to fulfil them. 

The Government and people of Mauritius axe acutely aware of the proven 

value of the United Nations Organization to small and developing nations of 

the world and consequently attach great importance to membership. 

I have, etc. 

(Signed) S. RAMGOOLAM .- 
Prime Minister 
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Yateesh.Begoore
Typewritten Text
258



UNITED NATIONS
=I M'· :t:=

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

Distr.
GENERAL

A/7073
19 March 1968

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH.

APPLICATION OF MAURITIUS FOR ADMISSION
TO MEMBERSHIP IN THE UNITED NATIONS

Letter dated 12 March 1968 from the Prime Minister of Mauritius
to the Secretary-General

Note by the Secretary-General: Pursuant to rule 136 of the rules
of procedure of the General Assembly, the Secretary-General has
the honour to transmit herewith, for the information of the
Members of the United Nations, a copy of a letter dated 12 March 1968
from the Prillie Minister of Mauritius concerning the admission of
Mauritius to membership in the United Nations.

I have the honour, on behalf of the Government of Mauritius, to make

application for Mauritius to be admitted to the United Nations Organization.

I should be grateful if you would arrange for this application to be placed

before the Security Council and the General Assembly.

My Government endorses the purposes and principles stated in the United

Nations Charter and declares that it accepts the obligations incumbent upon

Members of the Organization and solemnly undertakes to fulfil them.

The Government and people of Mauritius are acutely aware of the proven

value of the United Nations Organization to small and developing nations of the

world and consequently attach great importance to membership.

(Signed) S. RAMGOOLAM
Prime Minister
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FOURTEEN HUNDRED AND FOURTEENTH MEETING 

Held in New York on Thursday, 18 April 1968, at 3.30 p.m. 

President: Mr. Y. A. MALIK 
(Union of Soviet Socialist Republics). 

Present: The representatives of the following States: 
Algeria, Brazil, Canada, China, Denmark, Ethiopia, France, 
Hungary, India, Pakistan, Paraguay, Senegal, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland and United States of America. 

Provisional agenda (S/Agenda/l414) 

1. Adoption of the agenda. 

2. Admission of new Members: 
Letter dated 12 March 1968 from the Prime Minister 

of Mauritius addressed to the Secretary-General 
(S/8466). 

Adoption of the agenda 

The agenda was adopted. 

Admission of new Members 

Letter dated 12 March 1968 from the Prime Minister 
of Mauritius addressed to the Secretary-General (S/8466) 

1. The PRESIDENT (translated from Russian): The Secu- 
rity Council will now consider the statement concerning 
admission to the United Nations, submitted on 12 March 
1968 [S/8466] by the Prime Minister of Mauritius. The 
statement is in letter form. 

2. In this connexion, I should like lo draw the attention of 
the members of the Council to the draft resolution of today 
[S/B547/Rev.l and Add.l/, which is co-sponsored by the 
delegations of Algeria, Canada, Ethiopia, India, Pakistan, 
Senegal and the United Kingdom. 

3. Lord CARADON (United Kingdom): Mr. President, I 
should like, first, to join with you in welcoming Ambassa- 
dor Boye of Senegal to this Council. He comes to us with 
an-enviable reputation gained in many capacities, and most 
recently as Chairman of the Human Rights Commission. We 
greatly look forward to working with him. At the same 
time, I trust that the Ambassador will convey to Ambassa- 
dor Diop the admiration we all felt for him, particularly 
when he was our President last month. I have served in this 
Council for some years, but I believe that all wifi agree with 
me that we have had no President for whom we had a 
greater devotion and a greater affection than we had for 
Ambassador Diop. 

4. Mgy I also take this first opportunity of publicly paying 
my respects to you, Sir, as our President. We have already 
warmly welcomed you to the Council; even more warmly 
we welcome you as our President. We welcomed you as a 
player; even more we welcome you as a referee. As a player 
you score; as a referee you are the embodiment of 
impartiality. Your great gifts could not be.better employed. 
We gonfidently wish you every success, and I am even bold 
enough to hope that some of the habits of impartiality will 
last long after this month is over, 

5. We meet today to consider the application of Mauritius 
to become the 124th Member of the United Nations. We 
congratulate Mauritius on its attainment of independence 
on 12 March of this year, when it was welcomed as the 
twenty-seventh independent member of the Common- 
wealth, and we now warmly endorse and commend its 
application for membership of the United Nations. 

6. Mauritius is chiefly famous for two things: outstanding 
natural beauty and the rich diversity of its people. From 
the earliest days the island attracted navigators of many 
nationalities. It is said that the island was first discovered 
by the Phoenicians; then came the Malays from Madagascar, 
then the Portuguese, then the Dutch, who named the island 
after Prince Maurice of Nassau. For nearly a century, from 
1715, the French occupied the island, giving it the name of 
Ile de France. Consequently, Mauritius now emerges into 
independence with the happiest combination of traditions, 
the enviable advantages of both French culture and British 
administration. 

7. The island’s three quarters of a million people are 
drawn from three continents and a score of different 
countries. More than ten separate languages are in regular 
use, and Europe, Asia and Africa have all contributed to the 
history and the life’ of the people. This diversity has 
sometimes led to differences and disputes and violent 
tensions. It was a bold action, therefore, not to hesitate or 
to delay, but to respond to the leadership of the Prime 
Minister, Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam, and advance con- 
fidently to independence. 

8. All of us here will welcome and praise that courageous 
step into the future and all of us will join, I am sure, in 
wishing that the newly independent Mauritius will draw 
from its diversity fresh strength and unity. Mauritius will, 
we trust, give a lead to us all in showing how people of 
different origin and religion and race can live and work 
together in peace and brotherhood. The world is in sore 
need of such an example. 

1 



9. In that confidence, and in the belief that Mauritius will 
make a distinctive and distinguished contribution in the 
United Nations, I join with other members of the Council 
in commending the draft resolution /S/8547/Rev.I and 
Add.11 before us for unanimous approval. 

10. Mr. BOUATTOURA (Algeria) (translated from 
French): As we meet today on a happy occasion-an 
application from a new State I’or admission to membership 
in the United Nations-I feel I must express my pleasure at, 
and my approval of, everything that has just been said by 
Lord Caradon, the United Kingdom representative with 
reference to our new colleague from Senegal, Ambassador 
Boye, and to the President, Ambassador Malik of the Soviet 
Union. 

11. My delegation has always believed that the advent of a 
new State should be regarded as something which increases 
our Organization’s chances of fulfilling the great hopes the 
world places in it, hopes which will not be realized until the 
United Nations achieves what it has recognized to be its 
fundamental purpose-universality. 

12. It is because we hold this belief that the people and 
Government of Algeria had such great pleasure in wel- 
coming the accession to independence of Mauritius on 12 
March last, In regaining its independence, that nation of 
course becomes a member of the universal community of 
free nations, and also a member of the group of African and 
Asian peoples, joining with them to shape the future of 
their continents and ensure their emancipation and develop- 
ment. 

13. Furthermore, we have great pleasure in welcoming this 
country because its presence among us signifies the end of a 
colonial era for its people and the beginning of an age of 
freedom and prosperity. It also indicates that other peoples, 
especially Africans, engaged in the struggle for liberation, 
will sooner or later, like Mauritius, join the international 
community and work for peace in equality and harmony. 
Obviously, I am thinking of Southern Rhodesia, which is 
still under the colonial yoke, as Mauritius was once, and as 
Angola, Mozambique, South West Africa, Guinea (Bissau), 
South Africa, etc. are today. 

14. We hope that one day, as in the case of Mauritius, the 
colonial era will be a thing of the past and that we shall be 
able to surmount the obstacles confronting us in Southern 
Rhodesia, as in all the other colonies, and lead them 
towards the independence and freedom which are their 
peoples’ dearest wish. Today, we meet together formally to 
admit Mauritius to the United Nations. My delegation finds 
this occasion both gratifying and important, and it wishes 
warmly to support and recommend the admission of 
Mauritius to our Organization. 

15. For all these reasons, Algeria has decided to add its 
sponsorship to that of the delegations which submitted 
draft resolution S/8.547/Rev.l and Add. 1, 

16. My delegation would be grateful, Mr. President, if you 
would take the necessary steps to give effect to this request 
which we should like to submit as formally as possible. 

17. We are well aware of the difficulties which will 
inevitably lie in the path of this nation, but we are certain 
that Mauritius will overcome them, affirming its indepen- 
dence and playing a constructive role in our Organization. 

18. We wish Mauritius progress and prosperity and express 
our good wishes to its people. 

19. Mr. TGNATIEFF (Canada): Mr. President, I should 
like to associate myself first of all with your warm welcome 
to Ambassador Boye of Senegal and to say to him how 
happy the Canadian delegation is to share the privilege of 
being elected to membership of this Council together with 
Senegal. 

20. The Canadian delegation is indeed very happy to 
co-sponsor the draft resolution S/8547/Rev.l and Add.1 
and we commend it to the unanimous endorsement of the 
Council. 

21. Because of the Commonwealth relationship Canada 
has special ties with this new State which became indepen- 
dent on 12 March of this year and is now seeking admission 
to the United Nations. Indeed, Canada and Mauritius also 
share the distinction of being the only two States in the 
Commonwealth which are bilingual in English and French, 
a fact which constitutes an important cultural tie. We also 
share the important historic tradition which Lord Caradon 
mentioned-I refer, of course, to the happy marriage of 
French culture with British administration. 

22. We know that the road to independence is not always 
easy and that the responsibilities after independence bring 
equally grave or even graver problems. It is after a nation 
has assumed the responsibilities and begun to enjoy the 
privileges of independence that the even more difficult 
choices arise about how that nation is to conduct its 
economic, social and political life, both in its own interests 
and even more important, the wider interests of the world 
community. Some of these choices are dictated by geogra- 
phy and the existing social structure at the time of 
independence; but there are others such as the means of 
developing a thriving and varied economy and the creation 
of an administrative machinery capable of meeting the 
changing needs of an evolving society which must weigh 
heavily on the leaders of that new nation. My country 
recognizes the responsibility of developing countries and of 
developed countries to assist those in the process of 
development to resolve the difficulties confronting them. 
Canada for its part is prepared to continue making 
available, through its external aid programme, technical 
assistance to help Mauritius in its self-development. 

23. Having welcomed Mauritius into the Commonwealth 
of Nations we now are happy to welcome it into the United 
Nations and we wish Mauritius every success in the great 
task and opportunities that lie before it in the community 
of nations. 

24. Mr. PARTHASARATHI (India): Before I address 
myself to the item before us, I should like to associate 
myself with you, Mr. President, and other colleagues in 
extending a warm welcome to our new colleague, the 
distinguished and respected Permanent Representative of 
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Senegal, Ambassador Boye. My delegation had very friendly 
;md close relations with the Senegalese delegation during 
Ambassador Diop’s term here at the United Nations. We 
look forward to close co-operation with Ambassador Boye 
and to have the benefit of his mature wisdom in our 
deliberations. 

25. The Security Council is meeting today to discharge a 
very pleasant duty, namely, to consider the request from 
the Government of Mauritius for admission to membership 
in the United Nations. It is always a matter of great joy and 
satisfaction to see a dependent Territory emerge into free 
and sovereign nationhood. With every additional Territory 
which breaks the chains of colonial bondage and establishes 
itself as an independent nation, we come closer to the goal 
of complete decolonization which is one of the primary 
objectives of our Organization. Today’s occasion is particu- 
larly gratifying to us in view of the fact that the United 
Nations, throu& the General Assembly and its organs, 
principally the Committee of Twenty-Four’ has devoted 
considerable time and energy to accelerate the progress of 
the people of Mauritius towards their cherished objective. 
There has, thus, been a very ciose association between 
Mauritius and the United Nations even before the indepen- 
dence of Mauritius. It is, therefore, only natural that 
Mauritius should seek membership in the world body. My 
delegation has no doubt that as a Member of the United 
Nations the Government and the people of Mauritius will 
make important contributions towards strengthening and 
furthering the universal desire for peace and security. 

26. The independence of Mauritius is a matter of particu- 
lar gratification to my delegation. India and Mauritius are 
linked by varied and close ties which go back to hundreds 
of years. The similarities in our cultural history and 
heritage, the geographic proximity and, most of all, our 
nlutually shared values of freedom and peace bind us 
closely together. We have followed with great interest and 
admiration the steady march of the people of Mauritius 
towards their independence under the leadership of their 
outstanding Prime Minister, Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam. 
We have every confidence that the very close and friendly 
relations which happily exist between Mauritius and India 
will grow from strength to strength in the coming years to 
the mutual benefit of our two countries. 

27. I take this opportunity of once again extending to the 
Government and people of Mauritius our warmest felicita- 
tions and best wishes. Having become the master of its own 
destiny, I have no doubt that Mauritius will be able to make 
rapid progress in all fields of national life and become a 
strong, stable and prosperous nation. 

28. My delegation whole-heartedly supports the applica- 
tion of Mauritius for admission to the United Nations and 
hopes that it will be endorsed by the Security Council by 
acclamation. 

25). Mr. BORCH (Denmark): Mr. President, first, 1 want to 
associate myself with the warm welcome that you have 
expressed in regard to the new representative of Senegal, 

1 Special Comnlittee on the Situation with regard to the Imple- 
mentation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial Countries and I’eoples. 
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Ambassador Boye, and to tell him that we look forward to 
continuing the close relationships and ties which we 
enjoyed with the Senegalese delegation during the tenure of 
Ambassador Diop. 

30. The Danish Government whole-heartedly welcomes 
the attainment of independence by Mauritius and my 
delegation supports the draft resolution (S/8547/Rev. I and 
Add.11 recommending the admission of Mauritius to 
membership of the United Nations, presented to us by 
Algeria, Canada, Ethiopia, India, Pakistan, Senegal and the 
United Kingdom-the former administering Power. 

3 1. During our membership in the Committee of Twenty- 
Four my country had an opportunity to follow closely the 
progress towards and the preparation for the independence 
of Mauritius. The process has now been completed and in a 
short while Mauritius, being a full-fledged and sovereign 
member of the community of nations, will take its seat in 
this world Organization. In doing so, and in accepting the 
obligations contained in the Charter of the United Nations, 
Mauritius has made a solemn pledge that will serve as a basis 
for its participation in the international co-operation in this 
Organization. We wish it well in its endeavours to parti- 
cipate actively and constructively in that co-operation, 
which is aimed at promoting peace among nations, interna- 
tional understanding and material progress for the whole of 
humanity. 

32. Mauritius has become independent as a result of a 
democratic process and through an agreement freely nego- 
tiated between the representatives of the people of Mau- 
ritius and the Government of the United Kingdom. We feel 
confident that the problems, internal and external, which 
this new State may face in the future will similarly be 
solved in accordance with democratic principles and on the 
basis of agreement and mutual understanding 

33. Today we welcome Mauritius to the United Nations, 
and we wish the Government and people of Mauritius all 
the best in their efforts to build their future. Clearly, the 
prime goal of any new State is political stability and 
economic progress. It is our wish that Mauritius achieve 
both, thus creating the strongest possible basis for its 
existence as a nation and as a State. 

34. Mr. BERARD (France) (translated from French): I 
need hardly say that it gives my delegation great pleasure 
‘and satisfaction to welcome to our midst the new represen- 
tative of Senegal, Ambassador Ibrahima Boye. We welcome 
him as the representative of a State with which my own 
country has particularly cordial relations. We also greet him 
as a colleague on whom we can rely for friendly and 
efficient collaboration. Finally, we welcome him as an able 
jurist of vast experience. He has served as a lawyer in several 
courts of appeal, as a magistrate, as a Justice of the Peace 
with a wide jurisdiction, and finally as Attorney General of 
the Supreme Court of Senegal. He has a background which 
will be most valuable to our Council as well as to each of 
us. His professional qualifications, together with personal 
qualities of which we are all aware, are such that they can 
somewhat mitigate our regret at the departure of his 
predecessor, Ambassador Ousmane Sod Diop. Our work in 
the United Nations is often saddened by the departure of a 



colleague whose friendship we cherish, but we are often 
also consoled by the arrival of new colleagues whose 
friendship soon becomes equally dear. Ambassador 
Ibrahima Boye has brought to us in New York not only the 
welcome sunshine of his country but also the warmth of his 
friendship. 

35. In a vote which we hope will be unanimous, my 
delegation will signify its approval of the draft resolution 
before the Council recommending that the General Assem- 
bly admit the independent State of Mauritius to the United 
Nations. We are particularly pleased to be able to do so’ 
because, since the beginning of the 18th century, political 
and later cultural and linguistic ties have linked France to 
that great island. For a hundred years-from 1710 to 
1810-my country was responsible for the administration 
of the island, which was then known as Ile de France. 
Memories of the French Indies Company were evoked quite 
recently in the inspired words of the Mauritian writer and 
poet Edouard J. Maunick: 

“The Indies Company reminds me of the garden of the 
same name, a stone’s throw from the ocean, skirting the 
roadstead of Port Louis, where I served my apprentice- 
ship for manhood. Port Louis, the capital, and the 
Company garden full of banyan trees, calabash and 
acacia-the garden with its fountains and its Institute 
Museum, towards which an immensely thick baobab tree 
spread its arms, its bandstand and its old green benches 
and the little river Pouce flowing past like an endless 
caress.” 

36. France was fortunate enough to be represented, at the 
head of the island’s administration, by MahB de la Bourdon- 
nais, an outstanding Governor who accomplished there 
what the Mauritian historian Auguste Toussaint called “a 
veritable creation ex nihilo”. He founded MahBbourg, the 
capital, later abondoned in favour of Port Louis. “Roads 
were built”, Edouard Maunick writes, “and towns laid out. 
Coffee, cassava, maize, vegetables, fruit trees, indigo, clove 
trees and, above all, sugar cane spread over acres upon acres 
of land.” 

37. Ile de France of the 18th century had a considerable 
influence on the intellectual and literary Iife of my country. 
It inspired that great wriler, Bernardin de Saint-Pierre, to 
write his Voyage ci l’ile cZe France and later, after the 
sensational wreck near the Island of Ambre of the ship 
Saint G&an on which the young Virginie de la Tour was 
travelling, the famous novel Paul et Virginie which started 
the exotic trend in French literature. It was the same island 
which inspired Charles Baudelaire to write his well-known 
lines: 

“Once, in a perfumed country, sun-caressed, 
“I knew, under a roof of crimson trees 
“and palms that dip their languour on the eyes, 
“A creole lady of hidden charms.” 

38. My country is deeply moved by the fact that the 
island’s inhabitants are so attached to that part of their 
history. Beau Bassin, Quatre Bernes, Rose Belle, Grande 
RiviBre, ,%&Antoine, Poudre d’Or, Pamplemousse, Souil- 
lac, Chemin Granier-the entire countryside is dotted with 
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French place names. French is stiIl the language spoken by 
almost 250,000 inhabitants of the island and its dependen. 
ties. It is the language commonly used by cultivated people 
of diverse origin and serves as a means of communication 
between the various ethnic groups. Most of the newspapers, 
furthermore, are in French. 

39. When the Prime Minister of Mauritius visited France in 
October 1967, he was good enough to say that his country 
would co-operate with ours, particularly in intellectual and 
economic matters, and that he hoped to see agreements 
concluded between the two countries which would 
strengthen their cultural and historical ties. We were most 
receptive to his remarks. 

40. Lying as it does at the crossroads of Europe, Africa 
and Asia and having been for centuries a port of call for all 
trading nations, Mauritius is today experiencing an extra- 
ordinary population growth. The new independent State 
which unites indigenous inhabitants, Europeans who have 
settled there, Africans from the neighbouring continent and 
Indians who have contributed their skills, clearly has a place 
in the United Nations. It is, in a way, a microcosm of this 
Organization. It has already shown us and will continue in 
the future to show us an example of that coexistence and 
peaceful co-operation among peoples and races which is the 
ideal and standard of our Organization. 

41. To al1 its inhabitants, whatever their origin and 
language, to its Government and its leaders, to independent 
Mauritius, the French delegation extends its warmest wishes 
for happiness and prosperity. 

42. Mr. PEDERSEN, (United States of America): 1 should 
like first to join other members in welcoming to the 
Council our distinguished new colleague from Senegal, 
Ambassador Ibrahima Boye. Ambassador Boye is no stran- 
ger to the United Nations councils, and we recall with 
particular pleasure his recent outstanding work as Chairman 
of the Commission on Human Rights. He brings to the 
Security Council a profound understanding and deep 
experience in this important realm of United Nations 
activities. He also brings to us a distinguished background in 
law, including the post of Attorney-General of the Sene- 
galese Supreme Court. III Ambassador Boye, as in his 
distinguished predecessor, Ambassador Diop, who presided 
with such dignity and capability last month in both our 
public sessions and private consultations, Senegal has sent 
us another outstanding representative with whom the 
United States delegation takes satisfaction in being asso- 
ciated. 

43. It is indeed a pleasure to speak to this Council in 
support of the application of Mauritius for membership in 
the United Nations and to welcome the Mauritian delega- 
tion here today. 

44. We weIcome the interest of Mauritius in participating 
in efforts at the United Nations to achieve the goals of our 
Charter. The path toward the reconciliation of international 
differences and toward world peace is long and arduous. 
Membership in the United Nations offers to Mauritius, on 
the one hand, the prospect of hard work in the service of 
hopes and ideals as yet only partially realized; on the other 



hand, membership also offers Mauritius the prospect of 
satisfaction in our achievements and a sense of responsible 
participation in, and of contribution to, the world com- 
munity. We are convinced that Mauritius will accept this 
challenge with the same spirit of determination, wisdom 
and moderation that it demonstrated during the years 
leading to its independence. 

45. This distant isle has long played a role in world 
commercial and political affairs. Among its population of 
three quarters of a million persons there are representatives 
of many races, rehgions and nationalities. Lord Caradon has 
referred to the ten languages spoken in Mauritius. It is of 
special interest that among those languages, two working 
languages of the Security Council are included. While the 
island was a Crown Colony of Great Britain, Mauritian 
authorities steadfastly directed their efforts toward eco- 
nomic and social development and increasingly participated 
in their own government before Mauritius obtained full 
htdependence on 12 March 1968. 

46. In crediting their accomplishments and efforts, we 
believe also that due acknowledgement should be given to 
the Government of the United Kingdom under whose aegis 
advances were made toward democratic self-government 
and complete independence. 

47. The United States believes that the people of Mau- 
ritius and their Prime Minister, Sir Seewoosagur Ram- 
goolam, share with us the strong conviction that govern- 
ments, to be stable and effective, must be representative of, 
and based upon the confidence of, those whom they 
govern. My Government is well aware of the many obstacles 
Mauritius has overcome, and of those that it still faces, in 
its praiseworthy drive to build a nation where a man’s 
dignity and worth are not determined by his race, his 
religion or his place of origin. In its efforts, Mauritius will 
be taking part in a world-wide crusade for the achievement 
of erIua1 rights and opportunities for all. 

48. The United States looks forward to strengthening 
relations with Mauritius. Our consular contacts with that 
lovely island date back over one hundred years. Our 
experiences have convinced us that Mauritius can and will 
make continuing and meaningful contributions toward 
solving the problems $hat lie before it and before us all. My 
Government will gladly vote for the draft resolution 
(S/8543/Rev.I and Add I/ before this Cohncil recom- 
mending approval of the application of Mauritius for 
admission to membership in the United Nations. 

49. Mr. BOYE (Senegal) (transluted from French): I 
should like to thank my colleagues for their very kind 
words of welcome and assure them of my loyal co-opera- 
tion. On the particular item now before us, I should like to 
say, on behalf of my Government, that we are always 
pleased to welcome a new Member to this Organization. 
Aside from the satisfaction we experience when a country 
is decolonized or when a dependent country is granted 
independence, my Government takes the view that all 
nations should be in a position to put their moral and 
intelIectua1 capital to work and to combine their efforts to 
settle more readily such conflicts as may arise among them. 
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50. The United Nations offers one great advantage in that 
it is a place in which a dialogue can be initiated. We aI1 
know that when one has an opportunity to speak, to 
express one’s ideas and compare them with those of others, 
there is always hope that the problem will be the more 
easily solved. 

51. I am therefore happy to come here on behalf of my 
Government to recommend the admission to the United 
Nations of Mauritius, an island which presents a remarkable 
example of the harmonious multiracial society which we 
should like to see established in certain other countries. My 
Government believes that Mauritius is a peace-loving State, 
able and willing to carry out the obligations contained in 
the Charter. 

52. My Government is therefore in agreement that we 
should recommend the General Assembly to admit Mau- 
ritius, to which we wish every success. 

53. Mr. SOLANO LOPEZ (Paraguay) (translated from 
Spanish): Mr. President, before turning to the matter before 
us today, I should like to join with you and other members 
of the Council in extending a most cordial welcome to the 
new representative from Senegal, Mr, Ibrahima Boye. 
Knowing as we do his country’s long-standing tradition in 
the United Nations, we are sure that in discharging his 
duties he will display the brilliance, talent and integrity 
which marked his predecessor, our much admired President 
during the month of March, Mr. Diop. 

54. This is indeed a day of rejoicing as we meet to 
consider the request for admission to membership of the 
United Nations submitted on behalf of his country by the 
Prime Minister of Mauritius. It will be a real pleasure for my 
delegation to vote in favour of the unanimous adoption by 
acclamation of the seven-Power draft resolution [S/8547/ 
Rev. I and Add. I] by which the Council will recommend to 
the General AssembIy that Mauritius be admitted to 
membership in the United Nations. 

55. With this preliminary and necessary step, followed UP 
promptly by the approval of the General Assembly, the 
doors of the Organization will open to admit one more 
member to the great family of free, sovereign and indepen- 
dent nations it comprises. 

56. For each and every one of the States striving to hasten 
the advent of the final abolition of colonialism, this is 
indeed an occasion for justifiable rejoicing. 

57. Now that the efforts of Mauritius to achieve indepen- 
dence have reached a happy conclusion, I offer its people 
and Government the most cordial and sincere congratula- 
tions of the people, Government and delegation of Para- 
guay, together with our heartfelt wishes for the progress, 
prosperity and happiness of the people of Mauritius, now 
freed from their former state of dependence and masters, in 
their own legitimate right, of their sovereign destiny. 

58. Lij Endalkachew MAKONNEN (Ethiopia): Mr. Presi- 
dent, I should like, first of all, to associate my delegation 
with the eloquent and much deserved message of welcome 
that you and other colleagues have addressed to our new 



colleague from Senegal, I should like to assure him of the 
Ethiopian delegation’s co-operation and goodwill. 

59. During the past several months we have spent many 
difficult and at times agonizing hours in this Council 
chamber deliberating on questions relating to international 
peace and security and trying to accomplish what at times 
almost seemed the impossible. It is needless for me to 
remind members of this Council that although OUT tasks in 
those gloomy hours have indeed been very difficult, even 
frustrating, our efforts have not always been in vain. We 
have had our moments of satisfaction. 

60. This note of optimism on my part is no doubt 
prompted and strengthened by our consideration today of 
the type of item that we have on our agenda. For today we 
are here not to extinguish a fire ignited by tragic human 
conflicts or to uphold a threatened principle of the Charter 
of the United Nations, but to add new blood to the 
Organization. This is indeed the most pleasant and highly 
gratifying duty that we have as members of this vital organ. 

61. Even as the birth of a child represents the best gift 
that nature offers to man, so too the birth of a nation 
signifies the highest form of expression of the principIes of 
the Charter of our Organization. It is perhaps the best 
tribute that can be paid to the United Nations which is 
dedicated to, among other things, the reaffirmation of faith 
in what the Charter itself underlines as fundamental human 
rights, the dignity and worth of the human person, the 
equal rights of men and women and of all nations large and 
small. 

62. When a people which has long suffered under the yoke 
of colonialism succeeds in breaking the shackles of bondage 
and moves to the cherished status of freedom and sover- 
eignty, there is good cause for joy, good reason for 
optimism and hope, not onIy for the people directly 
concerned but also for humanity as a whole. 

63. The independence and admission of Mauritius to 
membership of our Organization should be of particular joy 
to the United Nations because it is the most recent 
crowning of the Organization’s tireless efforts over the past 
number of years. Since 1964 the United Nations General 
Assembly, the Special Committee of Twenty-Four and its 
subsidiary organs have devoted considerable time and effort 
working for the independence and self-determination of the 
people of Mauritius. The Ethiopian delegation, as a member 
of each of these organs of the United Nations, has played 
an active role to this end. 

64. Therefore our sponsorship of this resolution recom- 
mending the admission of Mauritius to membership of the 
United Nations is a duty which devolves upon us by virtue 
of our participation in these historic efforts. We take pride 
in the achievements of the people of Mauritius, and we wish 
to assure them of our continued co-operation and goodwill 
as we welcome them to the family of independent nations. 

65. A multiracial nation such as Mauritius, however small 
in territory and population it may be, can, we are 
confident, serve as yet another good example of the. 
possibility, I may even add of the need, for a people of 
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different ethnic and racial origins to live together in 
harmony and mutual respect. It is our earnest hope that the 
example of -Mauritius as a nation, and of others which have 
multiracial populations living in peace, will serve to inspire 
misguided advocates of racialism and others of similar 
persuasion to have a better and much larger vision of 
humanity. It is in such a vision that the hope for the 
ultimate security and survival of the whole of mankind lies. 

66. In conclusion, I wish to convey once again our sincere 
congratulations and best wishes to the people and Govern- 
ment of Mauritius. 

67. Mr. DE SOUZA E SILVA (Brazil): First of all. 1 
should like to extend to Ambassador Boye of Senegal the 
warm welcome of the Brazilian delegation. In the first three 
months of 1968, we benefited from the wisdom and 
experience that his predecessor, Ambassador Diop, brought 
to this Council, especially during this past March. My 
delegation is confident that under Ambassador Boye the 
delegation of Senegal will continue to give to the Security 
Council the co-operation that is expected by all of us front 
that great African country, with which my Government and 
my country has close ties of friendship and co-operation. 

68. On behalf of the Brazilian delegation, allow me to 
refer to the draft resolution [S/8547/Rev.l and Add,l] 
before this Council on the admission of Mauritius to the 
United Nations. 

69. My delegation will vote in favour of the adoption of 
this draft, and I wish to take this opportunity to welcome 
Mauritius into the United Nations. 

70. A new nation born of a rich past, Mauritius, like Brazil 
itself, is a multiracial society drawing its cultural values 
from many sources and building with them a new human 
synthesis and a new world in the tropics. Representing so 
many different hopes and dreams, Mauritius is in a special 
position to make a vital contribution to the work of this 
Organization and to the creation of world order. I express 
not only my personal feelings, but also the feelings of the 
Brazilian ,Goveynment and people when I say that we will 

all profit from that contribution. 

71. Mr. CSATORDAY (Hungary): Comrade President, 
since today is the first time this month that my delegatiorl 
is making a statement in the Council, I wish to express my 
hearty congratulations to you on the occasion of your 
assumption of the high functions of the Presidency of the 
Security Council. Your rich experjence and deep knowledge 
of the matters before the Council have already greatly 
contributed to the successful discharge of the duties of the 
Council. Your skilful and brilliant statesmanlike approach 
to the different and very complex and difficult questions 
have met with the satisfaction of the members of this 
Council. 

72. At the same time, with your kind permission, I wish to 
express my delegation’s congratulations to the fornicr 
President of our Council, Ambassador Diop of Senegal, and 
I request the Ambassador of Senegal to convey to him our 
congratulations on the tactful, patient and very competent 
manner in which he acted as President of our Council. At 



the same time, Comrade President, I wish to join you in 
greeting our new colleague, Ambassador Boye of Senegal, 
and, on behalf of my delegation, I wish to express our 
satisfaction at seeing him in our circle. We are convinced 
that he will fulfil his duties with great success. 

73. The Security Council has before it for consideration 
the application of the newly independent State of Mauritius 
for admission to the United Nations. We also have before us 
the joint draft resolution [S/8547/Reu.I and Add.I/ of 
Algeria, Canada, Ethiopia, India, Pakistan, Senegal and the 
United Kingdom requesting the Security Council to recom- 
mend to the General Assembly that Mauritius be admitted 
to membership in the United Nations. The Hungarian 
delegation wishes to state that it supports the application of 
Mauritius for membership in the United Nations and is 
ready to vote in favour of the draft resolution submitted by 
the seven co-sponsors. 

74. In its firm determination to eliminate all forms of 
colonialism and racial discrimination, the United Nations 
has given attention to the problem of Mauritius for a 
number of years. Together with the. great majority of 
Member States, the Hungarian People’s Republic has given 
active support to the people of Mauritius in the achieve- 
ment of their freedom and independence. We were pleased 
to receive leading political personalities of Mauritius in 
Hungary last year, and my Government had friendly and 
useful talks with them on establishing relations between our 
two countries. 

75. In considering the admission of Mauritius to member- 
ship in the United Nations, we cannot fait to direct our 
attention to the explosive situation existing in the southern 
part of Africa. It is the duty of the United Nations and of 
all States to prevent the establishment of a hotbed of 
racism in Africa. As can be seen from the latest discussions 
on South West Africa and Southern Rhodesia in the 
Security Council, events on the African continent cause 
serious anxiety and require effective measures on behalf of 
the world community against all manifestations of colonial- 
ism, apartheid and racism. 

76. My delegation felt it necessary to call the attention of 
the Council to the dangerous developments in the southern 
part of Africa and to the responsibility of the Security 
Council for coping with that situation. We feel all the more 
happy and satisfied that, in spite of those ominous signs, 
another former colonial territory, Mauritius, has won its 
independence. It is of particular importance that the newly 
independent State of Mauritius had more than ample 
experience of colonialism. In fact it had been ruled by no 
less than four different colonial Powers. That is one more 
reason why my delegation is confident that, after shaking 
off the colonial rule, the newly independent nation of 
Mauritius will exert all possible efforts to overcome its 
present difficulties resulting from that heritage and will 
achieve progress in all fields of its national life. We trust 
that as a Member of the United Nations Mauritius will make 
a useful contribution to our efforts to liquidate all the 
remnants of colonialism and racism and preserve interna- 
tional peace and security. 

77. In a resolution the Presidential Council of the Hunga- 
rian People’s Republic has recognized Mauritius as an 

independent State. At the United Nations the Hungarian 
delegation is looking forward with great pleasure to 
co-operating with the delegation of Mauritius in promoting 
the noble ideas and principles set forth in the Charter. 

78. Mr. SHAH1 (Pakistan): Mr. President, I should like to 
associate myself with the warm welcome that you and my 
other colleagues have extended to the new and eminent 
Ambassador of Senegal, Mr. Boye. Even in the brief period 
that has passed since he presented his credentials, Mr. Boye 
has shown himself to be endowed with the same high 
qualities and of the calibre which marked his distinguished 
predecessor, Mr. Diop. 

79. Pakistan has great pleasure in supporting the applica- 
tion of Mauritius for admission to the United Nations. The 
accession of the island country to independence and 
membership in the United Nations marks another step in 
the process of decolonization which was initiated with 
vision and statesmanship by the United Kingdom after the 
Second World War. 

80. The Prime Minister of Mauritius, Sir Seewoosagur 
Ramgoolam, has pledged that his Government accepts the 
obligations incumbent upon Members of the Organization 
and solemnly undertakes to fulfil them. That declaration 
makes us confident that the Government of Mauritius will 
surmount the difficulties that confront new nations and 
will do its utmost to promote respect for human rights, a 
fundamental principle of the Charter of the United Nations 
and one of cardinal importance to the governance of 
multiracial societies [see S/8466]. 

81. The people of the island are linked to the people of 
Pakistan by historical and cultural ties. We extend our 
warmest congratulations to the Government and people of 
Mauritius and wish them godspeed on the high road of 
independence. With admission to membership in the United 
Nations, it will be possible for Mauritius to derive in full 
measure the benefits of participation in the mainstream of 
international life and of the economic and technical 
assistance which the United Nations system is able to 
provide to developing nations. 

82. It is with great pleasure that I commend to the 
Council for unanimous adoption the joint draft resolution 
[S/8.547/Rev.l and Add.11 which Pakistan has co.spon- 
sored together with the delegations of Algeria, Canada, 
Ethiopia, India, Senegal and the United Kingdom. 

83. The PRESIDENT (translated from Russian): As Presi- 
dent of the Security Council, I should like to express my 
thanks to those members of the Council who have 
associated themselves with the words of welcome and 
congratulation which I addressed on their behalf at the 
proceeding meeting to our new colleague, the distinguished 
representative of Senegal. I should also like to thank those 
members of the Security Council who addressed kind words 
to me. 

84. Now I shall address the Council in my capacity as the 
representative of the UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST 
REPUBLICS. 
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8.5. We have heard the statements of the members of the 
Security Council on the item of the admission to member- 
ship in the United Nations of a new State, Mauritius. 

86. Speaking now as the representative of the Soviet 
Union, I should like to stress particularly that the proclama- 
tion of independence by Mauritius is one more blow to the 
colonial system of subjugation and exploitation. We note 
with great satisfaction that many peoples of colonial 
countries have already broken the chains of foreign 
domination and have taken the path of independent 
existence and development. Millions and millions of people 
who were subjugated in the past have become free citizens 
of their own national States. Dozens of former colonial 
terkitories are today sovereign States, equal Members of the 
United Nations. The fact that Mauritius-a country which 
for over 150 years was a British colony-has now become 
independent provides yet another proof of the invincible 
power of the national liberation struggle of the peoples, in 
their fight for freedom and independence. 

87. Consistently and invariably guided by the policy of 
giving full support to the struggle of peoples against 
colonial rule and oppression, the Soviet Union has always 
supported and continues to support the legitimate and just 
demands of the peoples, including the people of Mauritius, 
who wish to become free and independent. We are very 
happy to see that the struggle of the people of Mauritius to 
achieve these lofty goals and ideals has been drowned with 
success. 

88. The Security Council has received an application from 
the Government of ‘Mauritius to, be admitted to\member- 
ship of the United Nations. In its application [S/8466,! the 
Government of Mauritius declares its full support for’the 
principles and aims of the United Nations Charter, accepts 
the obligations of membership and solemnly conir$ts i&elf 
to fulfilling those obligations. 

89. The Soviet Union welcomes this declaration of the 
Government of the new independent State and supports the 
application of Mauritius to be admitted to the United 
Nations. The representative of the Soviet Union has been 
authorized to vote in favour of the admission of Mauritius 
to membership in the United Nations. 

90. We warmly congratulate the Government and the 
people of Mauritius upon the attaihment of independence 
and we express our firm conviction and hope that this new 
State, which is located in the Indian Ocean, together with 
the large family of independent States of Africa and Asia, 
will make its own worthy and useful contribution to the 
work of this Organization and will contribute to ‘the cause 
of strengthening peace and developing friendship among 
nations. 

91. The Government of the Soviet Union, in its message to 
the Government of this new State, has warmly congratu- 
lated the Government and people of Mauritius upon the 
attainment of independence and has stated its desire to 
establish diplomatic relatiqns with Mauritius, to exchange 
embassies and to develop relations of friendship and 
co-operation. . . 

92. The peoples of the Soviet Union sincerely wish the 
people of Mauritius every success in the building of a new, 
free life and the speedy elimination of the distressing 
consequences of colonialism, as well as strengthening the 
sovereignty of their State. 

93. Now I shall address the Council in my capacity as 
PRESIDENT of the Security Council. 

94. The list of speakers has been exhausted. In accordance 
with rule 60 of the provisional rules of procedure of the 
Security Council I shall now put to the vote the draft 
resolution [S/8547fRev.l and Add.11 before the Council. 

A vote was taken by show of hands. 

The draft resolution was adopted unanimously.~ 

95. The PRESIDENT (translated from Russian): In ac- 
cordance with rule 60 of the provisional rules of procedure 
of the Security Council, I shall forthwith ask the Secretary- 
General to transmit to the General Assembly the text of the 
resolution which has just been adopted, together with the 
record of this meeting. The examination of the item on the 
agenda has been concluded. The representative of the 
United States has asked for the floor. I now call upon him. 

96. Mr. PEDERSEN (United States of America): Now that 
we have completed our favourable action on the specific 
‘item before us for today, I wish to call the Council’s 
attention briefly to a separately pending membership 
matter. 

97. Members will recall that on 13 December 1967 
Mr. Goldberg addressed to the President of the Council a 
letter3 suggesting that the Council’s Committee on the 
Admission of New Members be convened to consider the 
matter of “micro-States”, a matter raised by the Secretary- 
General in the introductions to his annual reports of 1965” 
and 1967.5 

98. This is the first meeting at which the Council has 
considered a .membership matter since that time. We did 
not suggest that the Council’s Committee on the Admission 
of New Membe’rs be reconvened in this instance. I should 
like to recall,.however, that our letter of 13 December 1967 
requesting consideration of the problem of “micro-States” 
by the Committee is an outstanding request. 

99. We all realize that the urgent matters which have come 
before the Council over the past three months have 
precluded our devoting the required time to this matter. We 
do continue,: to look forward, however, to an early 
convenient reconvening of the Committee on the Admis- 
sion of New Members to consider the implications with 

6 
2 See resolution 249 (1968). 
3 official Records of the Security Council, Twenty-second Year, 

$uPPlement for October, November and December 1967, document 
s/a2?6. 

4 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Twentieth 
Session, Supplement No. IA, p, 12. 

5 Ibid., Twenty-second 
paras. 1,63-167. 

Session, Supplement No. IA, 
5. 
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regard to membership for what the Secretary-General has agenda item which the Council was convened to discuss. If 
referred to as “micro-States”. there is no other representative who wishes to speak, the 

Council will adjourn. 
100. The PRESIDENT (translated from Russian): I have 
no further speakers who wish to take the floor on the The meeting rose at 5.5 p m. 
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Resumption of the twenty-second sess ion

1, The PRESIDENT (translated fro.m French): 1 de
clare open the 1643rd plenary mee~ing with which the
General Assembly resumes its twenty-second session.

2. It gives me much pleasure to welcome the repre
sentatives who have come here to take part in our
work. 1 take this opportunity to express the hope that,
through our combined efforts, we will succeed in
reaching fair decisions which will meet the aspira
tions of the world's peoples and serve the interests
of international peace and security, in accordance
with the ethics governing inter-State relations.

3. 1 should like to remind representatives that on
19 Deoember 1967 [1642nd meeting] the General
Assembly agreed to give further consideration to the
following three items: item 28 (~) (Non-prolife~ation

of nuclear weapons: report of the Conference of the
Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament), item 64
(Question of South West Africa) and item 94 (The
situation in the Middle East).

4. On that occasion the Assembly decided that the
work of the session should be resumed when, after
the necessary consultations, it was established that
the conditions were appropriate for consideration of
one of those items.

6. As a result of subsequent consultations, it was
agreed that the conditions set by the General Assembly
for the resumption of the twenty-second session were
now present, and that the work of the session should
begin today.

Organization of work.
6. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): 1 now
invite the Assembly to decide upon the procedure it
wishes to follow in carrying out the work of this ses
sion. Representatives bave, no doubt, taken note of
the document [A/7090] which lists the three items
remaining on the agenda of this session in accordance
with the decision taken by the General Assembly on
19 December 1967.

1

1643rd
PLENARY MEETING

Wednesday, 44 Apri11968,
at 3 pomo

NEW YORK

7. At the beginning of the session the General As
sembly referred item 28 (Non-proliferation of nuclear
weapons) to the First Committee, requesting it to
report to the plenary.

8. As a result of consultations which 1 have held,
1 understand that Member States wish the Committee
so to organize its work as to ensure that this item
is given careful scrutiny on the basis of the relevant
documentation. If 1 hear no obj ection, may 1 take it
that the Aseembly still wishes agenda item 28 @} to
be dealt with by the First Committee?

It was s 0 decided.

9. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): With
regard to item 64 (Question of South West Africa),
1 wish to inform the Assembly that the Chairman of
the Afro-Asian Group, R.E. Ambassador Shahi of
Pakistan, has conveyed ta me the Groupls· request
that the General Assembly begin its consideration of
this item at once, on the understanding that plenary
meetings of the Assembly and meetings of the First
Committee will not take place at the same time.

10. 1 consulted as many representatives of Member
States as 1 could during the short time at my disposaI
and 1 have reached the conclusion that it is generally
felt that items 28 @) and 64 should be discussed im
mediately, provided that the meetings on those two
questions are not held concurrently. 1should therefore
like to consult the Assembly on this matter.

11. If there are no objections, may I.take it that the
Assembly agrees to that procedure?

It was so decided.

12. The PRESIDENT (translated from French):
Agenda item 94 (The situation in the Middle East)
wiU of course, as decitled earlier, remain before the
General Assembly.

13. During the period which has elapsed since we
interrupted our work another sovereign and indepen
dent State. Mauritius, has emerged as a result of the
irreversible process of decolonization. As we aU
know, the State of Mauritius has submitted an appli
cation for admission to membership in the United
Nations [A/7073] and the Security Counci! has unani
mously recommended that its application should be
accepted [A/7083].

14. 1 understand from the exchanges of views l have
had with representatives of certain States and geo
graphical groups that the Assembly wishes to decide
now on the application of Mauritius for admission to
the United Nations. May 1 take it that the General
Assembly agrees with this procedure?

It was s 0 decided.

A/PV.1643
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AGENDA ITEM 99

Admission of new Members to the United Nations
(concluded)*

15. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): Iwish
to draw the General Assembly's attention to the draft
resolution on agenda item 99 which has been submitted
by a number of countries [A/L.545 and Add.l and 2].

. 16. May 1 take it that the General Assembly adopts
this draft resolution by acclamation?

The draft resolution was adopted by acclamation
[resolution ~371 (XXII)}.

17. The president (translated from French): 1declare
the state of Mauritius admitted to membership in the
United Nations.

The delegation of Mauritius was escorted to the
place reserved for it in the General Assembly hall.

18. The PRESIDENT (translatedfrom French): !trust
that 1 speak for aIl the Members of this Assembly in
welcoming the young State of Mauritius to membership
in the United Nations and in expressing to its Govern
ment and people our sincere congratulations and best
wishes for their prosperity and for success in at
taining their goals.

19. Mr. PARTHASARATHI (India): Mr. President,
during the first part of the twenty-second session,
my delegation had an opportunity to convey our greet
ings and felicitations to you on your assuming this
high office and to salute your great nation as a bridge
builder and a pathfinder in Europe. Your masterly
handIing of the matters dealt with in the early part
of the session has further confirmed us in our beIief
in your outstanding statesmanship and the dynamic
and important role played by your great country in
international affairs.

20. The resumed session has to consider important
questions such as non-proliferation of nuclear weap
ons, the problem of South West Africa and the situation
in the Middle East. My delegation has not the slightest
doubt that under your able leadership the Assembly
will be in a position to find adequate solutions to
these intricate questions. We wish to assure you that
my delegation will continue to extend the fullest co
operation to you in the performance of your tasks.

21. It is with great joy and pride that we welcome
the emergence of Mauritius from colonial bandage to
freedom and independence, and to its rightfulplace in
thls world body. My Prime Minister welcomed the
independence of Mauritius with this message to the
Prime Minister of Mauritius. She said:

"On the historie day of attainment of independence
by your country. my colleagues in the Government
of India and 1 send our warmest felicitations to the
Government and the people of Mauritius.••• 1 want
you to know that you have our most sincere good
wishes for your personal happiness and welfare.
May the people of Mauritius prosper under your
wise, dedicated and distinguished leadership. We
look forward to an era of friendship and co-opera
tion between our two countries."

• Resllmption of the debate of the 1630th meeting.

22. The attainment of independence by any nation is
always a matter of pleasure and of great emotional
satisfaction to aIl freedom-Ioving countries. How
ever, if 1 seek to express today the particular grati
fication of my delegation at the independence of
Mauritius, it is due to the long-standing, close and
indissoluble ties which have bound our two countries
together in deep friendship and amity. These ties are
deeply rooted in our similar cultural heritage, our
colonial history and struggle for independence, our
geographic proximity and above all our mutually
cherished goals of freedom for aIl dependent peoples
and universal peace.

23. My delegation, along with several others, has
keenly followed the progress of Mauritius towards·
independence. We have had the occasion to express
our feelings from the forums of the United Nations
and to encourage the people of Mauritius to carry on
the fight for freedom, undeterred by any setback. It
is, therefore, not only with joy but with profound
satisfaction that my delegation welcomes Mauritius
to the comity of nations.

24. May 1 be permitted to reiterate my delegation's
warm and sincere felicitations to the Government and
people of Mauritius. We are confident that Mauritius,
known for the spirit of enterprise and the courage of
its people, will grow into a strong and prosperous
nation under the outstanding leadership of its great
Prime Minister, Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam, and
that it will be a dedicated and active Member of the
United Nations, wedded as it is to the principles on
which this body was founded. We are equally confident
that independent Mauritius will join our common
struggle for freedom, peace and progress and will
make a valuable contribution to the various fields of
activity of the United Nations.

25. Mr. RABETAFlKA (Madagascar) (translatedfrom
French): There can be no pleasanter dutY for any
delegation, and particularly for my own, than to wel
come a new Member State ta our great international
family,

26. Mauritius's request for admission represents the
culmination of the political evolution of that country
which, having acquired independence, has clearly
indicated that it wishes to play its full part in the
concert of nations.

27. At a time when, in this troubled world of ours,
certain basic values seem ta be challenged, if not
discarded, it is a source of pleasure and deep satis
faction to find once again that the principles of peace,
tolerance, co-operation and mutual respect have not
been advocated in vain.

28. Thus we are firmly convinced that Mauritius,
by its tradition, its history and its culture, will make
a contribution to our Organization the unique nature
of whi9h will in no waydetract from its universal
import.

29. Perhaps in an Organization such as ours one
should not emphasize the quality of uniqueness, but
we must admit that countries situated in the western
part of the Indian Ocean have certain common atti
tudes, actions and reactions, which to some extent
condition their partièipation in international life.
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30. In so saying Madagascar is not attempting to act
as a spokesman for anyone else; but the age-old and
traditional relations which my country has enjoyed,
first with the Ile de France and then with the island
of Mauritius, give us some title to attempt to analyse
the enriching phenomenon of diversity in unity.

31. These general considerations lead my delegation
to pay a tribute to the people and Government of
Mauritius, who have been able to rise above the cir
cumstances of their past, harmonize them into a
human and brotherly whole, and fully realize their
desire for independence. That continuous and compre~
hensive growth has been made possible through the
far-sightedness and determination of Sir Seewoosagur
Ramgoolam, the Prime Minister, who is held in great
and friendly esteem in Madagascar, both among its
leaders and among the Malagasy people as a whole.

32. For many years, Madagascar has followed with
a sympathetic interest the policy carried out by Sir
Seewoosagur with the backing of the Mauritian people,
a poUcy aimed at development, social progress and
national well-being.

33. Because the Malagasy Government shares the
beUef that priority should be given to the growth of
democracy, to the welfare of the most humble as weIl
as the most highly favoured without discrimination,
with an overwhelming concern for justice and equity,
my delegation would like to assure the representa
tives of Mauritius that they can count on its brotherly
co-operation. so that these same principles to which
we are so deeply attached may prevail in our Organi
zation.
34. At a moment of such historic importance for the
Mauritian people, my delegation could not fail to
mention the role ofthe erstwhile administering Power.
The act which establishes the international sovereignty
of Mauritius is clearly in the Une of the liberal tra
dition which has been in evidence ove r the past twenty
years. We rejoice, and we hope that the same will
ingness and the same determination will be maintained
whatever happens, particularly in those painful situa
tions which are a constant appeal to our consciences
and our sense of freedom.
35. Mr. BERARD (France) (translated from French):
Mr. President, there is no need for me to say what a
great pleasure it is for me to speak once again with
you in the Chair.

36. At the Security Council's meeting on 18 April
[1414th meeting] 1 had an opportunity to sayhow happy
the French delegation was to welcome the independent
State of Mauritius to our Organl.zation.

37. Of course we are always happy when a new State
comes te> join our family of nations, but we rejoice
particularly when that new State is one which is so
closely linked to my own country by historical and
cultural ties.
38. It has been 150 years since Mauritius ceased to
have any political relations with France, but in that
great island French is still the everyday language of
a large section of the population, the language of
culture among its élite, and the language of communi
cation between its different ethnic groups. My country
Is particularly touched by this faithful adherence to
our common culture.

3

39. For more than two centuries, the relationship
between our two countries has been one of cultural
exchange. Mauritius and, as the poet says, nits happy
shores dazzled by the flames of a monotonous sun Il

have markedly inspired several of our greatest novel
ists and poets, and French literature has been en
riched in turn by the contributions of many Mauri
tian writers. from Léoville l'Homme to Malcolm de
Chazal.

40. The Prime Minister of Mauritius, when he hon
oured us with a visit to our capital in October 1967,
was kind enough to say that his country intended to
co-operate with mine, especially in intellectual and
economic matters. and that he wished to see agree
ments concluded between our countries strengthening
the existing cultural and historical ties. My country~

men were particularly receptive to that statement,
and it is the wish of France that the friendship and
cultural co-operation between the two countries may
continue.

41. From this rostrumj 1 should like ta renewour
warmest wishes for happiness and prosperity to the
newly independent State of Mauritius, to its leaders
and its people, and especially to Sir Seewoosagur
Ramgoolam, its Prime Minister.

42. Mr. BUFFUM (United States of America): When
the Security Council considered the application of
Mauritius for membership in the United Nations just
last week, the United States made it clear that we
welcomed both the achievement of independence by
Mauritius and its desire to participate fully in the
work of this world Organization, with aIl the respon
sibilities, satisfactions and frustrations that United
Nations membership entails.

43. Rather than reiterating the points made in our
statement to the Council in support of the application
of Mauritius, 1 should like ta use this opportunity to
extend a warm hand of friendship and weIcome from
the people and Government of the United States to an
the people of Mauritius and to their distinguished
Prime Minister, Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam, a
leader who has commanded our respect for the im
portant role he played in bringing his countryto inde
pendence.

44. You, Mr. Prime Minister, represent a country
whose population embraces diverse races, religions
and nationalities. These diversities and your long
history of dealing with them have provided that coun
try with a wealth of experience with the problems,
challenges, opportunities and richness which. such
diversities entai!. We shaH look to you to enrlch us
an by sharing that experience here at the United
Nations.

45. We are gratified that you have joined us and we
are determined to do aIl in our power, bath aS host
country to the United Nations and as one of your fel
low Members, to make your participation in this
Organization enjoyable and satisfying. Our gratifica
tion and determination stem from a deep and renewed
awareness of the meaning of independence for a
former colony and of the importance which the con
cept of self-determination has under the United Nations
Charter. Our gratification also stems from our :e.ali
zation of your determination to share respons1bllity
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56. Ghana, together with other members of the group
of Commonwealth States. is gratified to have spon
sored the resolution, which has just been adopted by
acclamation, admitting Mauritius to membership in
this world body. Now, as the current Chairman of the
group of Commonwealth States, 1 take great pleasure
and pride in welcoming Mauritius to membership of
this Organization of equal sovereign States. Our
pleasure derives from the conviction that this Or
ganization has welcomed into its ranks the newest
member State resolved to contribute its share to
world peace and human brotherhood. Our pride springs
from the happy outcome of the determination of the
peQple of Mauritius in rejecting coloniallsm in aH its
forms and manifestations.

57. This Organization cannot fail at this time to look
back with pride on the role which it has played in
exerting pressure on the colonial Power to accelerate
the independence of Mauritius. Mauritius, with its
rich and varied culture, the Island whose exotic en
chantment was sung by sorne of the poets of the Par
nassian and Symbolist movements in French literature,
has had a long history of contact with the peoples of
many nations. Out of this long period of contact Mau
ritius has emerged as the meeting point of different
r aces and civilizations and now provides a much
needed example of inter-racial co-operation. This
phenomenon alone is. a good qualification for Mau
ritius' membership in the United Nations and the
Commonwealth of Nations-organizations which span .
different races and cultures.

52. Admittedly, there have been otheragencies which
have contributed to this great result. We applaud
Her Majesty's Government of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland for its co-opera
tion in bringing Mauritius ta independence. My Gov
ernment is equally appreciative of the splendid work
which is being done in the field of decolonization by
the Committee of Twenty-Four and by other organs
of the United Nations family. This places the struggle
for independence by any colony within a wider ambit
and gives to its people a clearer and nobler vision.

53. Mr. President, permit me once again to extend
our warmest congratulations to the Government and
people of Mauritius.

54. Mr. AKWEI (Ghana): Today, as the delegation of
Mauritius takes its place in this great Assembly, the
United Nations is once again adding another glorious
page to the history of human freedoms and national
independence.

55. On 12 March 1968 the Government and people of
Ghana rejoiced with the Government and people of
Mauritius on the accession of Mauritius to independent
statehood.

46. Mr. IGNATIEFF (Canada): Canada was happy to
be a co-sponsor when last week the Security Council
in resolution 249 (1968) recommended that the General
Assembly admit Mauritius to membership in the
United Nations. Therefore the Canadian delegation
has particular reason to welcome the decision taken
today by acclamation by the General Assembly, be
cause of the special ties which this new Member of
the United Nations has with Canada, since both our
countries are members of the Commonwealth and both
are b1l1ngual in culture and tradition.

47. As a new nation in the world community, Mauri
tius faces a great challenge in the task of develop
ment. My country recognizes the responsib1l1ty of
developed countries to assist those in the process of
development to resolve the difficulties confronting
them. Canada, for its part, is prepared to continue
making available, through its external aid programme,
technical assistance to Mauritius.

48. Mauritius has before it also great opportunities
to participate in the valuable work ofthis Organization
for peace and international co-operation, and we are
particularly happy that on this auspicious occasion,
when this association of Mauritius with the world
Organization begins, the distinguished Prime Minister
of this new nation, Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam, who
has already contributed so richly to the politicallife
and development of his country, should be present
here in person, and 1 wish to express, on behalf of
the Government and people of Canada, to the Prime
Minister and to Mauritius our very best wishes for
the future.

49. Mr. VAUGHAN (Barbados): It was a greathonour
and pleasure for the Barbados delegation to be .a. co
sponsor of the draft résolution [A/L.545 and Add.1
and 2] in accordance with which Mauritius has been
admitted to membership of the United Nations.

with aU the other Members of the United Nations in an, though comparatively small in land mass and
seeking solutions to the world-wide problems which population, Mauritius brings to this Organization an
'we face in common. enlightened example of the way in which people of

different races, religions, languages and cultures
can co-exist peacefully and strive harmoniously for
the common goals of human dignity, progress and
self-respect. No greater contribution can he required
from a country seeking membership of this great
Organization.

50. After more than three centuries Mauritius, which
has changed hands under no less than three imperialist
Powers, has sha:ken off the shackles of colonial bond
age and is now free. In the Immediate circumstances
in which it has occurred this is, by any standards, a
great triumph, and we heartily congratulate the Gov
ernment and people of Mauritius. Let me say too that
my country, which became independent less than two
years ago, shares to the full their aspiration and con
fidence in their ability to realize and maintain the
Ideals of the Charter oÏ this Organization.

51. There are other respects in which my country is
able to enter fully into the feelings of the Government
and people of Mauritius at this hour, Mauritius is a
predominantly agricultural country and,like Barbados,
is tied to a sugar economy with aIl the problems and
difficulties that such a nexus entails. It isnot so
densely populated as Barbados, yet it is a fact that
economic and demographic pressures have, as in
Barbados. contributed much to its constitutional de
velopment. Indeed, the same large-hearted, if some
what self-willed, ruler who initiated a period of
organic change in Barbados, went from there to
Mauritius and effected a similar development. Above
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58. Let us take renewed hope and confidence from
the success of Mauritius that the racist territories
of Southern Rhodesia and South Africa and the op
pressed people of South West Africa will also before
long be ushered into the sunlight of freedom and inde
pendence. As Mauritius, with its multiracial society,
joins this Organization we are encouraged in our
resolve to exert every effort to eradicate the twin
evils of colonialism and racism from the face of the
earth.

59. The Ghana delegation welcomes the delegation of
Mauritius as they take their seats for the first time
in this Assembly. The representatives of Ghana pledge
their fullest collaboration with the representatives of
Mauritius in our work here. To the Government and
people of Mauritius Ghana extends its warmest good
wishes as they embark on the exciting but arduous
task of nation building.

60. May the peaceful development and progress, on
which Mauritius is already so happily launched, Con
tinue and expand to the satisfaction of its people and
the advancement of world peace and prosperity.

61. Mr. OTEMA ALLIMADI (Uganda): The group of
African States has bestowed on me the honour of ex
tending to the newest Member of this Organization a
very Warm welcome to our midst. At the same time,
and in the same representative capacity, 1 wish to
extend to the delegation, the Government and the
people of Mauritius our congratulations on having
travelled successfully the very difficult road towards
political independence, an experience which we in the
liberated portion of Africa have every reason to
commemorate.

62. We wish the Government and people of Mauritius
the best of luck in aIl their endeavours to achieve
their aspiration of national identity both at home and
here in the family of nations. We extend to the dele
gation of Mauritius the friendly hand of co-operation
in our joint deliberations in this Organization.

63. We hope that the General Assembly will in due
course welcome to membership many countries which
are not yet liberated; 1 have in mind countries from
all regions of the world, including South West Africa
and Rhodesia.

64. 1 wish also, on behalf of my delegation, to extend
our sincere congratulations to the Government and
people of Mauritius upon this historic occasion in the
life of their country and, in a joyful spirit, to wel
come the Mauritius representatives as the 124th dele
gation te be seated in this Hall.

65. Mr. BELOKOLOS (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic) (translated from Russian): 1 should like,
on behalf of the group of socialist countries, to express
our sincere welcome to the new state Member of this
Organization, Mauritius.

66. The birth of the independent State of Mauritius
constitutes yet another success for the forces of the
national liberation movement and proof of the invin
cibility of the people's struggle for freedom and in
dependence against the system of exploitation imposed
by colonialism and imperialism.

67. The people of Mauritius, who have been living
under British colonial domination for more than a

century and a half, have followed the road taken by
many other former colonial peoples who, after a long,
stubborn struggle, have freed themselves from colo
nial slavery and joined the family of independent
States.

68. We wish to express our most sincere satisfaction
at the Mauritian people's success in their legitimate
struggle-a success which brings even closer the final
abolition of the shameful system of colonialism.

69. In welcoming today the admission of the State of
Mauritius to membership of the United Nations, the
socialist countries, which calI and have always called
for a speedy and complete end to colonial rule, wish
to convey ta the Government and people of Mauri
tius their sincerest wishes for success in the speedy
elimination of the onerous consequences of colonial
ism, the consolidation of their nation's sovereignty
and the building of a new life, withprogress and pros
perity for their development as an independent nation.

70. Allow me also ta express our confidence and
hope that the State of Mauritius, as an independent
country and a new Member of the United Nations, will
be making its contribution, together with the other
independent states of Asia and Africa, to the work of
our Organization in the strengthening of peace and
friendship among peoples.

71. Sir John CARTER (Guyana): In congratulating
the Government and people of Mauritius upon their
achievement of independence and in welcoming them
to membership of the United Nations, 1 speak on be
half of a nation whose people sprang from origins as
diverse as those of the people of Mauritius. It is es
pecially for this reason that we welcome Mauritius
here today, for we believe that plural societies such
as those that our two countries have in common repre
sent the true hope of the world. Such societies are a
living witness of the evil lies of apartheid. In the self
respect which they offer to aIl their people, regard
less of racial or cultural origins, such societies are
in the vanguard of that true freedom which sorne day
will triumph.

72. We e~ress to His Excellencythe Prime Minister
our warmest good wishes, and our confidence that
our two countries will find many opportunities here
at the United Nations to work together for the benefit
of the international community and of ourselves.

73. Mr. PINERA (Chile) (translated from Spanish):
Mr. President, as we renew our confidence in the
spirit of fairness with which you guide our debates,
we also wish today ta welcome a country that is with
us for the first time. In renewing my country's confi
dence in you, allew me also to extend a special wel
come to your family, which is with you and supports
you.

74. In the United Nations family vast geographical
and historical distances are forgotten in our adher
ence to the principles which make us neighbours and
even brothers. Such are Mauritius and Chile, perhaps

.the two lands most remote from one anotheron earth:
Mauritius in the Indian Ocean, and Chile very near
the South Pole. However, this immense geographical
distance does not prevent Chile from feeling very
close to Mauritius.

ii
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75. The United Nations, based on the exercise of the
sovereign independence of states, is greatly enriched
by the presence of a new independent country. It is
aIl the more enriched because the State of Mauritius
has harmoniously integrated aspirations derivedfrom
many diverse origins, religions and cultures. Nations
gain autonomy by sharing needs and difficulties.

76. Mauritius has a rural population with the highest
density in the world, and a rapidly rising birth rate.
That is a direct challenge to the courage and unitY of
this new Member of the United Nations, which today
sets us a new example.

77. This is not my delegation's first contact with
Mauritius. A few weeks ago at New Delhi, at the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development,
we had the honour to welcome Mauritius as a new
member of that great body and to work with it on
more than one committee in the defence of common
views, For us, therefore, Mauritius is more than the
124th State Member of the United Nations: it is a
country with which we have already worked and hope
to èontinue to work in the defence of our common
interests.

78. With deep emotion 1 welcome this new Member
to the community of nations today; and 1 would add
that Mauritius is joining this Organization at the
culmination of its history. Its presence will bring
even closer the long-sought universality of the United
Nations, which expects a bold and original contribu
tion from Mauritius.

79. 1 wish today modestly to convey the greetings
of the Government and people of ChUe to the people
of Mauritius, so ably represented by their Prime
Minister Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam. Chile extends
its most fraternal welcome to the rulers and people
of Mauritius.

80. Mr. KJARTANSSON (Iceland): It is a great priv
ilege to welcome Mauritius to membership in our
Organization, 1 do so on behalf of those members of
the group of Western European and other states that
have not already spoken or are not going to speak
individually for themselves. sa many eloquent words
have already been spoken that 1 believe 1 can limit
myself ta joining in the chorus of congratulations and
good wishes. The advent of a new and independent
State to the community of nations is always a joy.
For me as a representative of an island country, it
is a particular pleasur.e to welcome the distinguished
Prime Minister and the delegation of another island
nation. 1 wish to assure them that my country, as
weIl as aIl the members of the group of Western
European and other States, is looking forward to
friendly and fruitful co-operation with them within
this world Organization.

81. Mr. SHAHI (Pakistan): Mr. President, my dele
gation takes great satisfaction in the fact that you
will be presiding over this resumed session of the
General Assembly which is charged with the con
sideration of sorne of the most momentous issues
that have confronted the United Nations. 1 shall have
several opportunities, in due course, to state the
views of my Government on the question of South
W8st Africa and on the action te be taken on the draft
non-proliferation treaty submitted to the General

Assembly' by the two Co-Chairmen of the Eighteen
Nation Disarmament Committee.

82. On this occasion 1 should like to extend the sin
cere felicitations of my Government to Sir Seewoo
sagur Ramgoolam, to his Government and to the
people of Mauritius on the unanimous admission of
their country to membership of the United N,ations.
Speaking in the Security Council on 18 AprIl last,
1 expressed confidence

"•.. that the Government of Mauritius will sur
mount the difficulties that confront new nations"
in general "and will do its utmost to promo,te re
spect for human rights, a fundamental prinClple of
the Charter... and one of cardinal importance ta
the governments of multiracial societies."

83. rt is not necessary for my delegation to dweIl at
this moment on the many ties of history and culture
that the people of Mauritius have in common with the
people of Pakistan. With the achievement of indepen
dence by the island, these links are reinforced by
the political interest of Pakistan in the preservation
of the independence and sovereignty of Mauritius and
in the promotion of the prosperity and welfare of the
communities that constitute its people. Under Sir
Seewoosagur Ramgoolam's dedicated and inspiring
leadership, we have not doubt that the people of Mau
ritius will realize their deepest aspirations,

84. It is my privilege and pleasure, on behalf of aIl
the Asian States Members of the United Nations, to
extend our warmest welcome to Mauritius as it joins
our ranks and to express our bestwishes to its people
in their march along the high road of independence.

85. Lord CARADON (United Kingdom): We warmly
welcome you, Mr. President, on your return to direct
our deliberations, and aIl of us rejoice today in wel
coming a new Member to the United Nations. Es
pecially we of the Commonwealth welcome Mauritius
to this world assembly of free nations.

86. In the Commonwealth we are proud of the equality
amongst us. Now that Mauritius has become the
twenty-seventh independent nation of the Common
wealth, we welcome it as an equal pnrtner. We boast
that amongst us there is no precedence and no priv
ilege on grounds of age or size or geography or race
or origin. The last shall be first and the first shall
be last. It was President Nyerere of Tanzania who
said:

"The Commonwealth bindlS together in friendship
and likemindedness the astonishing variety of nations
great and smaIl, without distinction between them
and without discrimination amongst them."

87. My country had responsibility in Mauritius for
more than a hundred and fifty years. The people of
the island have advanced to independence on a well
trodden road. They have advanced, as in other coun
tries under British administration, through adult
suffrage, through representative government, with
the executive responsible to the elected legislature,
and with an independent judiciary. There was even
tual1y a series of constitutional conferences and then
a final general election in which aU the people were
able freely to express their views before independence
was achieved.
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88. These are the methods which have been tested
and tried in the Commonwealth, and 1 warmly ac
knowledge, in particulaI' , the generous comment on
that record made this afternoon by the representa
tives of Madagascar. Barbados and other States. It is
on this broad road of free government that the peoples .
of the Commonwealth, a quarter of the population of
the whole world, have advanced to nationhood.

89. We are glad, 1 am sure, that the Prime Minister
of Mauritius, the Hon. Dr. Seewoosagur Ramgoolam.
could be here to listen to the speeches of welcome
today. He has long been an outstanding leader among
his people. Twenty years ago he advanced with his
party to win in the first elections heId in Mauritius
under adult suffrage. He has always been robust and
positive and progressive, a happy warrior in the
rough-and-tumble of democratic political life. To
him most of a11 is due the credit for the courageous
decision ta go forward confidently inta independence.
He knows as we11 as anyone the difficulties and indeed
the dangers which his country faces. and a11 of us
will join today in wishing him and aIl his countrymen
well. in the hope that under resolute leadership Mau
ritius will draw from its rich diversity strength and
unity for the future.

90. We specia11y wish the Prime Minister we11 in
his reconstruction and development programme. Many
are giving practical support. including support through
the Commonwealth Assistance Plan and the United
Nations Development Programme. British aid will
continue: in this financial year it stands at over
4,000,000 pounds.

91. On this happy day, a11 of us-French and English.
African and Asian, East and West-have vied with
each other in a competition of congratulation and a
chorus of sincere good wishes. May our international
unanimity be a weicome augury for the future of Mau
ritius, a future. so we pray. of unity and harmony
and increasing good fortune.

92. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): 1have
the honour and the pleasure to invite R.E. Sir Seewoo
sagur Ramgoolam. the Prime Minister of Mauritius.
to address the General Assembly.

93. Sir Seewoosagur RAMGOOLAM: Ml'. President.
1 should like to express to you and to aIl the distin
guished representatives my cordial thanks for the
admission of my country to the United Nations. My
special thanks go to those Member States which have
so generously sponsored and co-sponsored our appli
cation for membership. It is gratifying to acknowledge
the wide response and welcome Mauritius has re
ceived from Members of the United Nations. By this
act, you have given formaI consecration to the ac- .
cession of Mauritius to the status of a sovereign
independent State. Although 1 come from a small
country, my Government and the people of Mauritius
are very conscious of the honour of belonging to this
great Assembly. and we can assure you that we shall
strive to uphold the great ideais which are enshrined
in the Charter of the United Nations and will play
fullY our part in the struggle for justice, racial
equality. peace and understanding among nations.

94. This is indeed a solemn moment in the history
of my country. 1 stand here in aU humility, in the

midst of this great world community as the symbol
of the hope of my people that through the effort of
the United Nations mankind will really see the ulti
mate fulfilment and practical realization of the prin
ciples and purposes to which men and women in this
august Assembly have dedicated themselves. In that
grand and noble endeavour, we as a small nation will
bring our contribution. however modest it may be, ta
the shaping of the destiny of a better world-a con
tribution which we hope will lead towards a new and
broader world civilization in which man's essential
needs will transcend considerations of national self
interest.

95. 1 also bring to you, Ml'. President and distin
guished representatives, .the greetings and good wishes
of my count~y which aitel' successive periods of colo
nization by the Dutch. the French and the British. is
now looking forward to an era of fruitful collaboration
and partnership with aIl nat~ons.

96. Mauritius has a rich historical background and
it has in the past played a notable part in some of the
great events which have moulded the course of his
tory. Mauritius is a densely populated island, and
over an area of 720 square miles live a population of
almost 800,000. It is a view commonly held among
some scholars that our Island was visited byDravidian
seamen in pre-Aryan days, and during the time of
their great awakening, the Arabs sighted Mauritius
in the early part of the Christian era while plying
between lndia and the Red Sea.

97. However 1 it was the Dutch who took formaI pos
session of the Island in the 17th century and gave it
its present name. But colonization proper was started
earnestly by the French who succeeded the Dutch,
and France has left its lasting imprint on the history
of Mauritius. Such indeed has been the impact of
French culture and civilization on the life of the
people that even those who came from other lands
have been profoundly influenced by it. The meeting
of the peoples of Asia. Africa, and the West in Mau
ritius has enriched our precious heritage, and as
1 said in France during my last visit:

"Sovereign Mauritius will ally itself still more
ciosely with France. as with the other countries
from which our forefathers came. Thus this remote
island in the Indian Ocean will become one of the
mosi important meeting places of East and West. "!:/

98. Towards the end of the Napoleonic Wars. in1810,
Britain conquered Mauritius. Because of the island's
proximity with India, Mauritius was captured from the
French with the help of Indian troops from BengalI
Madras and Ceylon. British powér in the Indian Ocean
became supreme after the annexation of MauritiuS
to the British Crown and British rule was to last
until the accession of Mauritius to independence on
12 March 1968. In the course of European colonization
of Mauritius, people from Africa and Asia came to
its shores and they have aIl played a decisive part in
the progress and development of the island. Ever
aince, the people of Mauritius have been trying to
promote the maintenance of contrastedcultures within
the framework of a wider community to which each
group could contribute its own share.

.!J Spoken ln French.
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99. It is indeed true to say that although Mauritius
has drawn its cultural inspiration from Africa, Asia
and Europe, yet it has succeeded to a remarkable
degree in evolving a distinct Mauritian way of life.
The visitor to Mauritius is impressed by the fact
that the average Mauritians have more in common
with each other than with the native inhabitants of the
land of their forbears. Indeed, it has been the priv
ilege of my small country that Us citizens have in
herited the influence of the best traditions of the East
and of the West. And this influence is notioeable in
the works of our poets and writers as has just been
pointed out by many speakers who have preoeded me.

100. 1 spoke a little while ago of the basic principles
of the United Nations and ofits workfor the oppressed
peoples who have been struggling for the recognition
of their rights to nationhood. We are aIl here pledged
to this great ideal. and indeed aU Member States have
with great fervour and dedication been working to
achieve these great ends we aH hold in common. But
it is still unfortunately true that in many areas of the
world denial of human rights, hatred and violence are
still raising their ugly heads, and human beings are
being subjected to segregation fromone another be
cause of the colour of their skin or their ways of life
which appear alien to the selfish outlook of a smaU
minority. It is a statistical fact that more than half
of the world's population is forced to live in condi
tions where human dignity and social justice have
hardly any meaning. Even in sorne of the progressive
countries which have been the bulwark of democracy,
men of goodwill are constantly trying to find a formula
by which the under-priviledged can banish inequality
and fear and aspire to a place in the sun.

101. We in Mauritius have a long tradition of mutual
respect, tolerance and understanding, despite the oc
casional evil exploitation of our diversity. Our social
customs and habits have transcended racial and cul
tural differences. Although much has been achieved
in the past two years in the field of economic and
social development, Mauritius, like other developing
countries, is bedevilled by the rapid rate of popula
tion growth. As a sequel, unemployment is a cause
of great anxiety, for the rapid increase in the birth
rate is a constant and positive threatto our present
standard of living. We are taking steps to contain this
serious population explosion, and to counteract it a
comprehensive programme of family planning is
being launched.

102. FuHy conscious of the seriousness of the prob
lem, the Mauritian Government has embarked on the
diversification of our economy. Great efforts are also
being made to stimulate the production of tea, tobacco
and food crops, and a number of manufacturing in
dustries have been set up. We have also been giving
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careful consideration to the possibilities of emigra
tion as a means of easing our unemployment problem.
In this respect 1 am glad to say that a large number
of Mauritians who have emigrated to countries like
Britain, Australia and Canada are actively con
tributing towards the development of those countries.
1 should like to add that Mauritian workers are ef
ficient, intelligent and adaptable. and have proved to
be an asset to those countries which have welcomed
them. We an know that there are yet many large
areas of the world available for settlement, whereas
in other territories like Mauritius there is a serious
surplus of human resources. It is precisely in this
vital task of revolutionizing the social and economic
set-up of Mauritius that my people are looking for
ward to a close and fruitful partnership with Member
states of the United Nations.

103. Here, with your permission, Mr. President,
1 should like to avail myself of this opportunity to
express the gratitude of my Government and mycoun
try for the help and assistance that have already
come to us from these quarters and the various Uni ted
Nations agenciesj and 1 might add in this context how
deeply indebted we are to countries like Britain,
France, India, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, the
United States of America and Pakistan, which have
sympathized ina practical way with the problems we
have been facing.

104. We are very much aware of the fact that eoo
nomic stability and world peace depend so much on
the understanding between individual groups at a
national level, as weIl as in the field of international
relations, and on the success achieved by many coun
tries in their efforts to give a reasonable standard
of living to their populations. It is in this great task
of bridging the gap between the rich and the poor
that we join our efforts to dedicate ourselves, to
gether with other Member states forming part of this
Assembly.

105. To conclude, aUow me on behalf of my delega
tion and my country to renew our pledge to carry out
our obligations under the United Nations Charter and
our firm determination to stand by the great princi
pIes which inspire this comity of nations in its pursuit
of peace and happiness.

106. The PRESIDENT (translated from French):
1 th!l-nk the Prime Minister of Mauritius for his state
ment.

107. 1 should like to inform the Assembly that the
flag of the new Member State will be hoisted at a
ceremony scheduled to take place tomorrow nt
2.45 p.m., in front of the delegates r entrance.

The meeting rose at 4.45 p.rn.

77001-October 1970-2,300


	258. S-8466_English
	259. A-7073_English
	260. S-RES-249_English (Extract)
	261. S-PV.1414_English
	262. A-7083_English
	263. A-RES-2371(XXII)_English (Extract)
	264. A-PV.1643_English



