
The following ul formt ion  from t h e  Registry of the  International 
~ a u r t '  of Ju s t i c e  has been communicated t o  t h e  Press :  

Ta-day t h e  Internat ional  Court of J u s t i c e  he ld  a hear ing  In t h e  
Peace Pahce,  The Hague in the ~ i a t t e r  of th:: Advisory Opinion concerning 
t h e  Admissibilitg of Hearings by t h e  Cornmittee on South West kfr ica  
o f  t h e  General iLssembly of t h e  United Nations. 

T h i s  matter  was referred t o  the Court f o r  an ij-dvisory Opinion by e 
r e s o h t i o n  of t h e  General Assembly dated December 3rd, 1955, And t h e  
ques t ion  re fe r red  t o  the Court i s  a s  fo l lows :  

"1s it consis tent  w i t h  the advisorjr opinion of the 
Internationul Court o f  J u s t i c e  o f  11 July 1950 f o r  the  
Com?nitSee on South 'lJest i?.frica, established by Genersl 
Rssenblg resolutian 749 A (PIII) of 28 November 1953, to 
grant o r a l  hearings t o  p e t i t i o n e r s  on mtters r e l ~ t i n g  t o  
t h e  T e r r i t o r y  of South Jest k f r i c a ? "  

As soon as Tt +ras received by the Registry on Deceniber 22nd, 1955, 
n o t i c e  was given of t h e  request for an Advisory Opinion t o  all s t a t e s  
en t i t l ed  t o  appear hefore  t h e  Court, in pur.suance of A r t i c l e  66, paragraph 
1 of Yne Statute.  Furthermore, in pursuance of paragraph 2 of . t h e  same 
a r t i c l e ,  t h e  llemberç of t h e  United Nations were n o t i f i e d  t h a t  they were 
considcred a s  l i k e l y  to be able t o  furn ish  i n f o r m t i o n  on t h e  question 
and t h a t  the  Court would be prepared t o  receive wri t t en  s ta tements  f rom 
thein w i t h i n  a Lime-1 imj . t  expiring on February 1 5 t h ,  1956. The 
Government of t h e  United Sta tes  of i h r i c a  and t h e  Goverment of t h e  

Republic of China a v ~ i l e d  tk-tvmselves o f  t h i s  right and subrnitted a 
wr ik t en  statvmentg t h e  Government of Indi2 inforned the Registrar by 
le t te r  that it did net consldsr  it necessary t o  su imi t  any h ~ i t t e n  
s tatement  i n  v i w  o f  the f a c t  t h a t  i t s  views had a l ready been indicated  
in t h e  relevant records o f  t h e  Tenth Session of t h e  General .Lssemblg 
of t h e  United Nat ions. 

On Febrimry l b t h ,  -1956 t h e  R e g i s t r a r  informed t h e  14ember-s of the 
United.?lations by l e t t e r  that t h e  Court would be prepared to hear oral 
statements at a p u b l i c  s i t t i n g .  It rms t h i v  sublic sitl;ing th3.t t h e  

. - Court heLd to-da-, Only one goverment ,  t h e  Goverment of t h e  United 
Kingdom o f  Great S r i t a i n  .and 'Northern Ir e l m d  designat ed for t h l s  purpos e 
as  i t s  representative S i r  Reginald Wanningham-Buller, Q.C., iq,P., a s s i s t e d  
by MT, F. A.  Vallat, C.M.G., Deputy Legal , idviser t o  the Foreign Off ice .  

S i r  Reginald 14anningharn-Buller began and completed t h e  s t a t  ernent 
an behalf of Her Majestyt s Government at t h i s  rnorningi s sitting, which 
closed a t  12.45 p.m. 

The Hague, Phrch 22nd, 1956. 




