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The fo l lo rhng  information from t h e  Rcgistry of t h e  In te rna t iona l  
Court of Justice has  been corri,nunicated to t h e  Press: 

On Decmber 22nd, 1955, t he  Portuguese Minister G o  t h e  Netherlands 
handed in to t h e  Regis t rar  of the In te rna t iona l  Goürt of Justice an 
Application i n s t i t u t h g  proceedings before t h e  Court bg t h e  Portuguese 
RcpuSlic against t h e  Republic of India,  

The Application, which founds t h e  j ~ ~ s d i c t i o n  of t h e  Court on t h e  
acceptance by both  States  of tlae compulsorg j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  Court 
under A r t i c l e  36 (2) of t h e  S t a t u t e  of t h e  Court, s e t s  out  t he  c l a b s  of 
Portugal  to cer ta in  r i g h t s  of passagc over Lndian t k r r i t o r y ,  between t h e  
Portuguese t e r r i t o r y  o f  DaSo ( ~ i t t o r a l  Daflo) and t h e  Portuguese , 

enclaved t e r r i t o r i e s  of  adr ri and Nagar-fiveli, and between these  t w o  
t e r r i t o r i e s .  It is c l a h e d  t h a t  t h e  rights in question are based i n t e r  
alia on t h e  t r e a t y  collcluded in 1779 between Portugal and t h e  sovereign - 
of h e m ,  who had doininion at t h a t  tirne over t h e  t e r r i t o r i e s  of ~adr& and 
Nagar-Aveli, and that t h e  r i g h t s  had beer en joyed s ince  t h a t  dzte d t h o u t  
in te$rupt ian  u n t i l  Ju ly  1954 whcn India  bigan t o  przvent Por tugal  f rom 
exercising the r i g h t  of p.ssage,  a course in which India had pe rs i s t ed  
s ince  t h a t  dzte ,  as-a r e su l t  of $:hich Po r tuga l  had been unable t o  corne 
t o  t h e  aid of t h e  enclaves and t h e i r  inhzbi t? .n t s  tfhen at tacked and 
occupied by arriied bands cor~ing from Indian t e r r i t o n .  The Application 
fu r ther  cont ends t h a t  d i p l o m t i c  d6mrchcs  by t h e  Portuguese Government 
have proved fruitless, and it askes t h e  Court :  

a) To r~cognize and dcclare  t h a t  Portugal  is t h e  ho lde r  o r  
benef i c i a ry  of a r i g h t  of passage betwsen i t s  t s r r i t o r y  of Da& 
(littoral ~ a S 8 )  arid i t s  enclzved t e r r i to r i es  of Uadrd and Nagar-Aveli, 
and between oach of t h e  l a t t e r ,  and that t h i s  r i g h t  comprises t h e  
facu l ty  of t r a n s i t  f o r  persons and goods, including armed forces or 
o t h e r  upholders o f  l a w  and orclsr, without  restrictions or d i f  f i c u l t i e s  
a d  in t h e  r~ianner and to t h e  e x t m t  required by t h e  effeet ivs exercise 
of PorCtupese sovereignty in t h e  said t e ' r r i t o r i e s ;  

3 )  To recognize and dec l2 r s  t h &  , Ind ia  has preventod and continues 
to prevent t h e  ~ x e r c i s e  of t h e  r i g h t  in question, t h u s  ço imi t t ing  an 
offense t o  t h e  det r iment  of Postu,gueso sovsreignty aver t h e  kc laves  o f  
~ a d r a  and Magar-Aveli and v io la t ing  it s in ternat ion21 ob l iga t ions  der iv lng 
from the above-mentioned sources and from any others ,  par t icular ly Srea t ies ,  
whiçh m y  be applicable;  

ç ]  To adjudge that India should put an innediate end to this de facto 
s i t u a t i o n  by allo15ng Portugal  to cxercise the above-mentioned right of 
passage in t h 4  co i id i t ions  here in  s e t  ou t .  

Upon rcceipt  of t h e  Application, t h e  Regis t rar  f o r t h h i t h  n o t i f i e d  
t h e  Government of India  of t h e  i n s t i t u t i c n  of Shese proceedings, in 
accordance wîth A r t i c l e  40, p r a g r a p h  2, of the Sta tu te  of  th^ Court. 

The Hague, 23rd Deceniber, 1955. 




