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INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 
Peace Palace, 2517 K J  f he Hague. Tel. 92 44 41 Cables: Intercourt, The Hague 

Communiqué - 
unof tici~l 
for h m e d i ~ t e  releese 

NO. 78/5 
4 (?c to wer 1978 

Aegean Sea Continental Shelf : 
1 

Opening of Oral Proceedings 

The fol lowing informt isn  is made available t o  the press by the 
Registry of the Internat ional  Court o f  Jus t ice :  

On ?;ondzy 9 October 1978, at I? a.m., the Internstioml court  

m of Just ice  will open public sittings In the Great M l 1  of Justice at 
the Race Palace, The Hague, in order to h e ~ r  argument on the quest ion 
of its jurisdiction to deal with the dispute between Greece and Turkey 
in the case concerning the Aegean Sea Cont inenb l  Shelf. 

It was on 10 August 1976 that  Greece i n s t i t ~ t e d  proceedings k f o r e  
the C o u r t  with regard ta its dispute with nirkey on the del imita t ion of 
the cantinentR1 skielf of the Aegesn Ses.  Greece 1s asking t h e  Court ,  
inter a h ,  ta declare thnt the Greek i s l ~ ~ n d s  s i tuated off the Turkish 
c m s t  are e n t i t l e d  to the  port ion of the c o a t i n e n t s l  shelf whfch 
~ p p e r h l n s  to thcm according t a  the applic- tble  principles ~ n d  rules of 
intern?ttioml Law. to indicste the course of the boundary between the 
port ions of the ct;r,tinent%l shelf s p p e r k i n f n g  to the two respective 
Stq tes  and to declare th,i Turkey is not e n t i t l e d  to uridertake sny 
ac t iv i t i e s  on the Greek continent21 shelf, whether by explomtion, ex- 
plo i t s t ion ,  r e se~ rch  or otherwise, wlthout the consent of GreeCe. 

0 SimlLqneously with i ts  i n s t i t u t i o n  of proceedings Grf?@ce requested 
the Court to indicete, under A r t i c l e  41 of  f ts  S t i i t u t e ,  interlm messures 
of protection directing both Stqtes, pending the Court's f ina l  judgment, 
to refrain, unless  wf th esch other ' s  consent, from al1 exploration s c t i v i t g  
or din3.' seien- t i f ic  reseqrch with respect to the sress in dispute, rlnd from 
any actions t h &  might endanger their peîceful  re la t ions .  On 
21 September 19-76 the Court  mde an Cirder finding, by b e l v e  votes to one, 
that  the circumstances were not such as t a  require the exercise of its 
power under Article 41 of the Sta tu te  to indicate  in ter im meRsures of 

., protection.  

f n  the sam ljrder the Court  stressed ths t  tMs decision in no wny pre- 
judged the question of I t s  ju r i sd lc t ion  on t he  merits of the esse end 
decided tht the firther proceedings should first be nddressed to the 
question of its ju r i sd ic t ion  to entertain the dispute. Greece hss f i l e d  
a Memorinl an this question. Turkey did not file sny Counter-Mernoris1 
withfn the tfnie sllowed it for  the purpose, which expired on 24 April  1978, 
but on that àcite the Reglstrqr of the Court rheceived s. letter in which the 
Government of Turkey, believing the Cour t  to be wlthout jur isdic t ion,  
infermed the Court timt it did not intend ta qppoint  sn agent or submi-t 
s Counter-Mernorial. 
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TJOTE FOR TE3 :=SS flN!l THE FiiBLSL" 

1. The mblir: sittings ?t tlne C o ~ r t  tri11 be I-ien.rd from 1 C i  ?.YI. %O 
I ?,m. i n  the Grent H311 of  Jus t ice  of  the Pmce )lace (with 9 short  
adjm~rnment -I t li. 2C 3. m .  ) . The q r ~ r n e n t s  delivered in French w f i L l  be 
s im~i l t aneous ly  in te rpre ted  i n t o  Englisk:  .ind v i c e  vers? ,  I;ost of t'rie 
seats in the Hg11 are equipped vii tki  hesdphones ens ' i~l ing the in te rpre t s -  
tion to be followed. 

F!embers of the press w i l l  be entitled t o  a t t end  s l l  the publ ic  
slttihgs on ~ r e s e n k t i o n  of an cidrnission c911d, which ml,- be obtqined 

0 upan .bppliastion. The tsbles reserved f o r  'e'nem sre s i t u n t e d  on the 
fsr left of the publ ic  enzr3nce to the courtroom. 

Pnotopctphs ml- be t sker i  before t h e  opening 3nd d~ring the  first 
f i v e  mimites of e?.ch s f t t i n g .  Filmin,-, Ter cinenq or television purpases 
i s  however subject  to ç p e c i q l  ~ u t k r o r i z ? t i a n .  

On the groun& f l oo r  of the P w c e  P s l s c e  there is -I press room 
(wrn 51, nnd tnere ?re publ ic  te lephones in the Post OfCice s i t u s t e d  
in the bn sement. 

. - 

2 .  2cples, in tYLe ~ r i ÿ i i i i l  -:sr-s.:mge, t k ~  verbatln rocord of 
erich s i t t i n g  w i l l  be ?:mil-7ble i i i  the w e s s  rooi!! 7 %  the kiegiming of 
.the norning fo l lowing  the hesring in qu-estion. Gthsr copies will be 
amilable ? t  the Nieuwspoort Intern?t ion.~i l  Press Centre, Hofs i rge l  12, 
me Hqgue, i n  the course  of Yne everiirig f o l l o w i ~ g  Yne sittifig i n  question, 
m r i s l r t t i o n s  of these r e c o ~ d s  ,?re mde .it.ni4qbSe tg t h e  press ?t the  sarric 

l ? t e r .  .*%ces a pproximq t e  ly 45 hou- 

@ 3 .  ?Jb?. C. Poux, F i r s t  Secretlir:r of the Cocr t  ( te lephone extension 2j3) ,  
wf 11 be a v 7 i l q b l e  to den1 wi th  ?rqj requests for i n 2 o r m t i o n  Crom..menkrs a? 
the press. I n  the absence of Xr. POUX, iir. Noble (extension 2%) w i l l  
deal vrith such e n q u i r i e s .  
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