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INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 
Peace Palace, 2517 KJ The Hague. Tel. 92 44 41. Cables: Intercourt. The Hague 

Telex 32323 

Communiqué 
uno f ficial 
fur tmnrsdisrs releoss 

No. 84/37 
1 9 November 1984 

Continental Shelf (Libyan Arab JamahiriyalMalta) 

Hearing to open on 26 November 1984 - 
at 3 p.m. 

The following information is made available to the press by the Registty 
of the International Court of Justice: 

The Court is to hold public sittingn, in the Great Hall of Justice of 
the Peace Palace, beginning on Monday, 26 November 1984, at 3 p.m. in the 
Continental Shelf case (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya/Malta). It will be hearing 
argument concerning the delimitation of the continental shelf as betwecn 
those two States, which is the underlying issue in the present dispute. 

The case is before the Court by virtue of a Special Agreement concluded 
between the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and Malta on 23 May 1976 and notified 
jointly to the Court on 26 July 1982. 

The oral proceedings which are to open on 26 November 1984 were preceded 
by a written stage in which the Libyan tlrab Jamahiriya and Malta each filed 
three written documents, namely a Mernorial, a Counter-Memorial and a Rsply, 
within the prescribed time-limits. The documentation which the Parti~s have 
submitted to the Court in order to substantiate eheir claims is very 
voliminous (some 3,400 pages) . 

In the course of the written proceedings, êhe Government of I t a l y  
submitted an application for permission to intervene, consideriiig t h a t  
it had an interest of a legal nature which might be affectcd by tlie dtcision 
in the case, but after hearing the arguments of Italy a d  of the Parties 
the Court decided, in a Judgment deiivered on 21 March 1984, that Ttaly's 
request could not be granted. 



Since t h e  Court d id  not  inc lude  upon the  Bench any Judge of t h e  
n a t i o n a l i t y  of the  P a r t i e s ,  each of them has chosen a  Judge ad hoc i n  
accordance wi th  A r t i c l e  31 of t he  S t a t u t e .  The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya chose 
M r .  E. Jiménez de Aréchaga and Malta,  M r .  J. Castaceda. Each made t h e  
solemn d e c l a r a t i o n  requi red  by A r t i c l e  20 of t h e  S t a t u t e  and s a t  i n  t he  
proceedings concerning the  I t a l i a n  Applicat ion f o r  permission t o  in te rvene .  
Since then,  M r .  J. Castaceda has resigned f o r  h e a l t h  reasons.  Malta has 
appointed a  new Judge ad hoc, M r .  N. Va l t i cos ,  whose curriculum v i t a e  
i s  appended a s  an Annex t o  t h i s  communiqué. He w i l l  make the  solemn 
d e c l a r a t i o n  requi red  by A r t i c l e  20 of t h e  S t a t u t e  a t  t h e  hear ing  on 
26 November 1984. There w i l l  be no need f o r  M r .  Jiménez de Aréchaga t o  
renew h i s  solemn dec l a ra t ion .  

.ri 
Under t he  terms of A r t i c l e  1 of t he  Special  Agreement concluded by 

t h e  Libyan Arab Jamahir iya and Malta on 23 May 1976, t he  Court i s  requi red  
t o  dec ide  t h e  fol lowing quest ion:  

"What p r i n c i p l e s  and r u l e s  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law a r e  app l i cab le  
t o  t h e  d e l i m i t a t i o n  of t h e  a r ea  of t he  con t inen ta l  she l f  which 
appe r t a ins  t o  t h e  Republic of Malta and t h e  a rea  of con t inen ta l  she l f  
which appe r t a ins  t o  t h e  Libyan Arab Republic, and how i n  p r a c t i c e  such 
p r i n c i p l e s  and r u l e s  can be appl ied  by t h e  two P a r t i e s  i n  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  case  i n  order  t h a t  they may without d i f f i c u l t y  de l imi t  
such a reas  by an agreement a s  provided i n  A r t i c l e  III." 

A r t i c l e  III reads  a s  fol lows:  

"Following t h e  f i n a l  dec i s ion  of the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Court of 
J u s t i c e  t he  Governement of t he  Republic of Malta and t h e  Government 
of t h e  Libyan Arab Republic s h a l l  e n t e r  i n t o  nego t i a t i ons  f o r  
determining t h e  a rea  of t h e i r  r e spec t ive  con t inen ta l  she lves  and 
f o r  concluding an agreement f o r  t h a t  purpose i n  accordance with the  'cc 

dec i s ion  of t h e  Court." 

NOTE FOR THE PRESS 

1. The pub l i c  s i t t i n g  w i l l  be held i n  t he  Great Hall  of J u s t i c e  of 
t h e  Peace Palace.  Members of t he  p re s s  w i l l  be e n t i t l e d  t o  a t t e n d  i t  
a f t e r  p re sen ta t ion  of a  p re s s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  card o r  an admission card ,  
which may be obtained upon app l i ca t ion .  The t a b l e s  reserved f o r  them a r e  
s i t u a t e d  on the  f a r  l e f t  of t he  pub l i c  entrance t o  the courtroom. 

2. Photographs may be taken before t h e  opening and during the  f i r s t  
few minutes of t h e  s i t t i n g .  Fi.lming f o r  cinema o r  t e l e v i s i o n  purposes i s  
however sub jec t  t o  s p e c i a l  au tho r i za t ion .  



3. In  the  Press  Room, located on the  ground f l o o r  of t h e  Peace Palace 
(Room 5), t h e  o r a l  proceedings w i l l  be relayed through a loudspeaker. 

4. Members of t h e  press  may use only t h e  public telephones i n  the  
Post Office i n  t h e  basement of the Palace. 

5. M r  . C. Poux, F i r s t  Secretary of the  Court (telephone extension 2331, 
o r ,  i n  h i s  absence, &. Noble (extension 248) w i l l  be ava i l ab le  t o  deal  
with any reques ts  f o r  information by members of t h e  press.  



Annex t o  Press  Communiqué 84/37 

Curriculum v i t a e  of M r .  Nicolas  Va l t i cos  

Born on 4 August 1918 

Greek n a t i o n a l i t y  

Studied law a t  t h e  Facul ty  of Law of t h e  Univers i ty  of P a r i s ,  Ph.D. i n  Law, 
1948 (with award of two p r i z e s  f o r  h i s  doc to ra l  t h e s i s ) .  

B a r r i s t e r  a t  Law i n  Athens (Greece),  1941. 

Chief of Sec t ion  a t  t h e  Commission adminis te r ing  Rel ief  i n  Greece (under 
t h e  auspices  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Committee of t he  Red Cross) (1942-1945). 

Joined t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Labour Off ice  i n  1949. In  1955 appointed Chief of 
t h e  Appl ica t ion  of Conference Decisions Divis ion.  I n  1964 appointed Chief 
of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Labour Standards Department. From 1976 t o  1981 I 
Ass i s t an t  Director-General,  Adviser f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Labour Standards.  

Member and Chairman of va r ious  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a r b i t r a l  t r i b u n a l s  and 
commissions of enquiry.  

Associate  Professor  a t  t h e  Facul ty of Law of t h e  Univers i ty  of Geneva 
(1972-1981). Member of t h e  I n s t i t u t e  of I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Law, Secretary-General 
s i n c e  1981. Member of t h e  Permanent Court of Arb i t r a t i on .  

Doctor honoris  causa of t h e  U n i v e r s i t i e s  of Athens (Greece), Leuven 
(Belgium) and Utrecht  (Netherlands) .  

Corresponding member of t h e  Academy of Athens. 

Award of t h e  Professorsh ip  Henri Rolin of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law (Belgium) f o r  
1979-1980. 

Member of t h e  Council of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  of Human Rights .  Member 
of t h e  American Socie ty  of I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Law, of t he  Soc ié t é  f r a n ç a i s e  de e 
d r o i t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Law Associat ion and of t he  Greek 
Socie ty  of I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Law. 

Has given many l e c t u r e s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a t  The Hague Academy of I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Law ( tw ice ) ,  a t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  of Human Rights  (S t rasbourg) ,  
a t  t he  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Seminar f o r  Diplomats (Salzburg, A u s t r i a ) ,  a t  t h e  
I n s t i t u t e  of High I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S tud ie s ,  P a r i s ,  a t  t h e  Graduate I n s t i t u t e  
of High I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S tudies ,  Geneva, and a t  va r ious  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and 
s o c i e t i e s  i n  Belgium, France, Greece, I t a l y ,  Japan, Poland, Rumania, 
Swi tzer land ,  t h e  United Arab Emirates ,  t he  United S t a t e s .  

Has publ ished a  g r e a t  many s t u d i e s ,  a r t i c l e s  and books on ques t ions  of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law, human r i g h t s ,  c i v i l  law and labour law. 




