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Nicaragua I n s t i t u t e s  P roceed ings  
Aga ins t  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  of  America 

The f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  communicated t o  t h e  p r e s s  by t h e  
R e g i s t r y  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Cour t  of J u s t i c e :  

Today, 9 A p r i l  1984,  t h e  Repub l ic  of Nicaragua f i l e d  i n  t h e  R e g i s t r y  
of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Court  of J u s t i c e  a n  A p p l i c a t i o n  i n s t i t u t i n g  
p r o c e e d i n g s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  of America, on t h e  grounds  t h a t  
" t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  of America i s  u s i n g  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  a g a i n s t  Nicaragua 
and i n t e r v e n i n g  i n  N i c a r < a g u a t s  i n t e r n a 1  a f f a i r s ,  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of 
N i c a r a g u a ' s  s o v e r e i g n t y ,  t e r r i t o r i a l  i n t e g r i t y  and p o l i t i c a l  independence 
and of t h e  most fundamental  and u n i v e r s a l l y - a c c e p t e d  p r i n c i p l e s  of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w " .  The A p p l i c a t i o n  S t a t e s  t h a t  "bo th  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  
and Nicaragua have a c c e p t e d  t h e  compulsory j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  Court  
under A r t i c l e  36 of t h e  S t a t u t e "  of t h e  Cour t .  

S i m u l t a n e o u s l y ,  t h e  Government of  Nicaragua,  emphasiz ing " t h e  
impor tance  and urgency of t h e  m a t t e r s  r a i s e d  by t h i s  s u i t ,  and i n  o r d e r  
t o  a v o i d  f u r t h e r  l o s s  of l i f e  and d e s t r u c t i o n  of p r o p e r t y  pending a  f i n a l  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n " ,  h a s  f i l e d  a  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  Cour t  shou ld  i n d i c a t e  
p r o v i s i o n a l  measures  under  A r t i c l e  4 1  of t h e  S t a t u t e  of t h e  Cour t .  

The p r o v i s i o n a l  measures  which Nicaragua r e q u e s t s  t h e  Court  t o  
i n d i c a t e  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  

- "That t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  shou ld  immediately c e a s e  and d e s i s t  from 
p r o v i d i n g ,  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y ,  any s u p p o r t  - i n c l u d i n g  t r a i n i n g ,  
arms,  ammunition, s u p p l i e s ,  a s s i s t a n c e ,  f i n a n c e s ,  d i r e c t i o n  o r  any 
o t h e r  form of s u p p o r t  - t o  any  n a t i o n ,  g roup ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  movement 
o r  i n d i v i d u a l  engaged o r  p lann ing  t o  engage i n  m i l i t a r y  o r  
p a r a m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  o r  a g a i n s t  Nicaragua;  

- That  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  shou ld  immediately c e a s e  and d e s i s t  £rom any 
m i l i t a r y  o r  p a r a m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t y  by i t s  own o f f i c i a l s ,  a g e n t s  o r  
f o r c e s  i n  o r  a g a i n s t  Nicaragua and from any o t h e r  u s e  o r  t h r e a t  of 
f o r c e  i n  i t s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Nicaragua."  

I n  i t s  A p p l i c a t i o n  i n s t i t u t i n g  p roceed ings ,  Nicaragua r e q u e s t s  t h e  
Cour t  t o  ad judge  and d e c l a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  

" ( a )  That, .  . . 



" ( a )  That the  United S t a t e s ,  i n  r e c r u i t i n g ,  t r a i n i n g ,  arming, 
equipping,  f inanc ing ,  supplying and otherwise encouraging, 
suppor t ing ,  a id ing  and d i r e c t i n g  m i l i t a r y  and pa rami l i t a ry  a c t i o n s  
i n  and a g a i n s t  Nicaragua, has v i o l a t e  and i s  v i o l a t i n g  i t s  express  
c h a r t e r  and t r e a t y  o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  Nicaragua and, i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  i t s  
c h a r t e r  and t r e a t y  o b l i g a t i o n s  under: 

- A r t i c l e s  2(4)  of t h e  United Nations Char te r ;  

- A r t i c l e s  18 and 20 of t he  Char te r  of the  Organiza t ion  of 
Arnerican S t a t e s ;  

- A r t i c l e  8 of t he  Convention on Rights  and Du t i e s  of S t a t e s ;  

- A r t i c l e  1, Third ,  of t he  Convention Concerning t h e  Du t i e s  
and Rights  of S t a t e s  i n  t he  Event of C i v i l  S t r i f e ;  

( b )  That t h e  United S t a t e s ,  i n  breach of i ts  o b l i g a t i o n  under  
gene ra l  and customary i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law, has  v i o l a t e d  and i s  
v i o l a t i n g  the  sove re ign ty  of Nicaragua by: 

- armed a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  Nicaragua by a i r ,  land and s e a ;  

- i n c u r s i o n s  i n t o  Nicaraguan t e r r i t o r i a l  wa te r s ;  

- a e r i a l  t r e s p a s s  i n t  O Nicaraguan a i r s p a c e  ; 

- e f f o r t s  by d i r e c t  and i n d i r e c t  means t o  coerce  and 
i n t i m i d a t e  t he  Government of Nicaragua. 

( c )  That t h e  United S t a t e s ,  i n  breach of i t s  o b l i g a t i o n  under  
gene ra l  and customary i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law, has  used and is  us ing  f o r c e  
and the  t h r e a t  of f o r c e  a g a i n s t  Nicaragua. 

(d )  That the  United S t a t e s ,  i n  breach of i t s  o b l i g a t i o n  under 
gene ra l  and customary i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law, has in te rvened  and i s  
in t e rven ing  i n  t he  i n t e r n a 1  a f f a i r s  of Nicaragua. 

( e )  That t he  United S t a t e s ,  i n  breach of i t s  o b l i g a t i o n  under  
gene ra l  and customary i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law, has  i n f r inged  and i s  
i n f r i n g i n g  the  freedom of the  high s e a s  and i n t e r r u p t i n g  peace fu l  
maritime commerce. 

( f )  That the United S t a t e s ,  i n  breach of i t s  o b l i g a t i o n  under 
gene ra l  and customary i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law, has k i l l e d ,  wounded and 
kidnapped and i s  k i l l i n g ,  wounding and kidnapping c i t i z e n s  of 
Nicaragua. 

(g) That ,  i n  view of i t s  breaches of the  foregoing  l e g a l  
o b l i g a t i o n s ,  t he  United S t a t e s  i s  under a  p a r t i c u l a r  du ty  t o  cease  
and d e s i s t  immediately: 



from a l 1  use  of f o r c e  - whether d i r e c t  o r  i n d i r e c t ,  o v e r t  
o r  cove r t  - a g a i n s t  Nicaragua, and from a l 1  t h r e a t s  of 
f o r c e  a g a i n s t  Nicaragua; 

from a l 1  v i o l a t i o n s  of the  sove re ign ty ,  t e r r i t o r i a l  
i n t e g r i  t y  o r  p o l i t i c a l  independence of Nicaragua, 
i nc lud ing  a l 1  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  d i r e c t  o r  i n d i r e c t ,  i n  the 
i n t e r n a 1  a f f a i r s  of Nicaragua; 

from a l 1  suppor t  of any kind - i nc lud ing  the  p rov i s ion  of 
t r a i n i n g ,  arms, ammunition, f i n a n c e s ,  s u p p l i e s ,  
a s s i s t a n c e ,  d i r e c t i o n  o r  any o t h e r  form of suppor t  - t o  
any n a t i o n ,  group, organiza t ion ,  movement o r  i n d i v i d u a l  
engaged o r  planning t o  engage i n  m i l i t a r y  o r  p a r a m i l i t a r y  
a c t i o n s  i n  o r  a g a i n s t  Nicaragua; 

from a l 1  e f f o r t s  t o  r e s t r i c t ,  block o r  endanger a c c e s s  t o  
o r  from Nicaraguan p o r t s ;  

and from a l 1  k i l l i n g s ,  woundings and kidnappings of 
Nicaraguan c i t i z e n s .  

(h )  That the  United S t a t e s  has  an o b l i g a t i o n  t o  pay Nicaragua, 
i n  i t s  own r i g h t  and a s  pa rens  p a t r i a e  f o r  t h e  c i t i z e n s  of 
Nicaragua, r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  damages t o  person,  proper ty  and t h e  
Nicaraguan economy caused by the foregoing  v i o l a t i o n s  of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law i n  a  sum t o  be determined by t h e  Court. Nicaragua 
r e s e r v e s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  in t roduce  t o  the Court a  p r e c i s e  eva lua t ion  of 
t h e  damages caused by t h e  United S t a t e s . "  

The t e x t s  of t he  Appl ica t ion  i n s t i t u t i n g  proceedings and of t h e  
r eques t  f o r  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  of p rov i s iona l  measures a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t he  
Reg i s t ry  of t h e  Court and can be furnished t o  members of t he  p r e s s  on 
r eques t  . 




