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T u n i s i a  f i l e s  i n  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Court  of J u s t i c e  a n  

The f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  P r e s s  hy t h e  
R e g i s t r a r  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Court  of J u s t i c e :  

On 27 J u l y  1984 t.he T u n i s i a n  Goverment  f i l e d  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  
r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  Court  t o  r e v i s e  and i n t e r p r e t  t h e  Judgment i t  d e l i v e r e d  on 
24 February  1982 i n  t h e  c a s e  concern ing  T u n i s i a ' s  d i s p u t e  w i t h  t h e  
Libyan Arab Jamahi r iya  o v e r  t h e  d e l i m i t a t i o n  of t h e  c.onti .nenta1 s h e l f  
betweeen t h e  two S t a t e s .  

The T u n i s i a n  Goverment  bases  i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  r e v i s i o n  and 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  on A r t i c l e s  60 and h l  of t h e  Sta t -ute  of t h e  Court  and 
A r t i . c l e s  98, 99 and 100  of t h e  R u l e s  of Court .  

A r t i c l e  61,  pa ragraph  1 of t h e  S t a t u t e  i s  worded a s  folkowç: 

"An a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  r e v i s i o n  of a  judgment vay be made o n l y  
when i t  i s  based upon t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  some f a c t  of such a n a t u r e  a s  
t o  be a  d e c i s i v e  f a c t o r ,  which f a c e  was, wlien t h e  judgment was 
g i v e n ,  unknown t o  t h e  Court  and a l s o  t o  the  p a r t y  c l a i m i n g  r e v i s i o n ,  
always provided t h a t  such ignorance  was no t  due  t o  neg l igence . "  

A r t i c l e  60 of t h e  S t a t u t e  rearis: 

"The judgment i n  f i n a l  and wi thoirt  s p p e a l .  I n  t he  e v e n t  of 
d i s p u t e  as  t o  t h e  meaning o r  scope o f  t h e  j r ~ d g n e n t ,  the Court s h a l l  
c o n s t  rue  i t ul.orl t h e  re(lc~~-.;t o f  aiiy pau LV." 
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To j u s t i f y  i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  r ev i s ion ,  t h e  Tunis ian Govemmenr has 
invoked t h e  d i scovery  of a  new f a c t .  It has requested t h e  Court t o  
d e c l a r e  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  admiss ib le  and, i n  regard t o  t h e  f i r s t  s e c t o r  of  
t h e  d e l i m i t a t i o n  envisaged by t h e  Court,  t o  r e v i s e  t h e  d e l i m i t a t i o n  l i n e  
i nd i ca t ed  by t h e  Judgment. I n  t h e  event  of t h e  Court ' s  dec id ing  t h a t  t he  
a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  r e v i s i o n  i s  not  admiss ib le ,  i t  has requested t h e  Court t ( g  

cons t rue  c e r t a i n  passages of t h e  Judgment concerning t h i s  s e c t o r .  It has 
f u r t h e r  requested t h e  Court t o  d e c l a r e  i n  r e spec t  of t h e  second s e c t o r  
t h a t  i t  i s  f o r  t h e  e x p e r t s  of t h e  P a r t i e s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  exac t  
CO-ordinates  of t h e  most wes t e r ly  po in t  of t h e  Gulf of Gabes, which i s  
mentioned i n  t h e  ope ra t i ve  tenns  of t h e  Court ' s  Judgment. 

Pursuant t o  t h e  Rules of Court, t h e  Vice-President has  f i xed  a 
t i m e - l i m i t  w i th in  which t h e  Libyan Arab Jamahiriya w i l l  be e n t i t l e d  to 
presen t  w r i t t e n  observa t ions  on t h e  Tunis ian a p p l i c a t i o n ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
on t h e  sub jec t  of a d m i s s i b i l i t y  (Rules ,  A r t .  99, para .  2 ) .  The 
t ime-l imit  e x p i r e s  on 1 5  October 1984. 

This  i s  t h e  f i r s t  time t h a t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Court of J u s t i c e  has 
been requested t o  r e v i s e  one of i t s  Judgments, and t h e  second time f t  has 
been requested t o  cons t rue  a judgment - t h e  f i r s t  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  concerned t h e  Judgment g iven  by t h e  Court on 
2 0  November 1950 i n  t h e  Asylum case  (Co lombia /~e ru ) .  No combined request 
f o r  r e v i s i o n  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  has  eve r  been f i l e d  before .  




