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Nauru b r ings  a case  a g a i n s t  A u s t r a l i a  - 

The fol lowing informat ion  i s  communicated t o  t h e  Press  by t h e  
Reg i s t ry  of t he  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Court of J u s t i c e :  

On 1 9  May 1989 t h e  Republic of Nauru f i l e d  i n  t h e  Regis t ry  of t h e  
Court a n  Appl ica t ion  i n s t i t u t i n g  proceedings a g a i n s t  t h e  Commonwealth of 
A u s t r a l i a  i n  a  d i spu te  concerning the  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of c e r t a i n  phosphate 
l ands  mined under Aus t r a l i an  admin i s t r a t i on  before  Nauruan independence. 

I n  i ts Applicatiion Nauru claims t h a t  A u s t r a l i a  has breached t h e  
t r u s t e e s h i p  obligatioins i t  accepted under A r t i c l e  76 of t he  
United Nations Charter  and under A r t i c l e s  3 and 5 of t h e  Trus teesh ip  
Agreement f o r  Nauru of 1 November 1947. Nauru f u r t h e r  c laims t h a t  
A u s t r a l i a  has breached c e r t a i n  o b l i g a t i o n s  towards Nauru under genera l  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w .  

The Republic of Nauru r e q u e s t s  t h e  Court: 

" to  adjudge and d e c l a r e  t h a t  A u s t r a l i a  has  i ncu r red  a n  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e g a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and i s  bound t o  make 
r e s t i t u t i o n  o r  o t h e r  app ropr i a t e  r e p a r a t i o n  t o  Nauru f o r  t h e  
damage and p re jud ice  suf fered" ;  and f u r t h e r  

" tha t  t h e  na tu re  and amount of such r e s t i t u t i o n  o r  r e p a r a t i o n  
should,  i n  t h e  absence of agreement between t h e  p a r t i e s ,  be 
a s se s sed  and determined by t h e  Court,  i f  necessary,  i n  a  s epa ra t e  
phase of t he  proceedings . " 




