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iNTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 

YEAR 1998 

CASE CONCERNING MARITIME DELIMITATION 
AND TERRITORIAL QUESTIONS 

BETWEEN QATAR AND BAHRATN 

(QATAR v. BAHRAIN) 

Prestriir : Presidmr SCHWEIEL: Vice Pr~sirktir WEERAMAN~RK J d g ~ 5  
ODA. B ~ A O U I .  OUIUUME ~ N J L Y A .  H m m n ,  SHI. FLEISCH- 
HAVER. KOROMA. V E R ~ C H ~ N .  H[G~L% PARRA-ARAWUREX, 
KOOIJMAKL RE~EK: ad hoc TOPRE BEUNARDU. 
Fwin~~; R~gi f i rnr  VAUNCIA-OSPIM. 

The 1 niernational Court of Justice. 

Having regard to Articie 43.48 and 49 of the Sratutt or the Coun and 
io Artide3 31,44.45 and M of the Rules of Court, 

Havlng regard to the Judgmcnis giwn by ihc Coun on 1 July 1594 and 
15 February 1995 on ihc quaions of jurisdiction and admkbility i n  the 
a*. 

Having regard to the Orders &ted 28 April 19515 and 1 Fcbniary 19%. 
whereby the Court succmiveiy fixed 29 February 1996 as the timc-limii 
for the filing by cach or ihc Parties of a Mernorial on the mrits and 
txtunded that iirne-limii to 3û Septembcr 1996, 



Having regard to the Manorials 6iad within the limdimit so extendeci, 

Having e s r d  eo the Order dsied 30 Ocr obcr 1 9% w h b y  the h i -  
&nt of the Corn fixai 31 Dacwnbcr 1997 as the tirne-limit for the Wing 
by =ch of the P a r k  or a Counier-Mamord on the muits; 

Whereas, by a lbter datcd 25 S q t e m k t  1997. the Agent of the Staie 
of Bahrain infomtd the Court that his Gov~niment cbilkxi@ the 
auiheniicity of 81 d o c u m ~ ,  CO* of which had k n  p d w d  by the 
Siatc of Qaiar as annexa to its Mmorial: whcms it was siatui in ihn 
letter thrit the maiter, brought m the Court's attention Yor such action 
as Fi] mmy deem apprapriate". was "distina and wvcrabk from the 
merit$''; w h e w  it was rtated in tbe ktter thnt Batirain w u l d  disregad 
the rxnittnt of the huments W qutsrion îor the prpaçea of prcparing 
its Counkr-Mcrnorhl: and w k m s  that Ittier w s  stnt whh varwus 
documcai. w w h  and expcrtf' reporrs: 

Whcms. by a Itiier datd  8 Qctakr 1997. the Agcnt oCQai~r informd 
the C~urt  thal. in hk Go\rmmrni's i9itu.. the objections mised by Bnh- 
rain IO pünicdar dwmenis produccd by Qaiar urrt linktd 10 rht rnrnts 
and. ihtrcfore. h u l d  "ix considcred and deimnined wiibin the fri~nw- 
work of the m d i s  of the aise": and ~ i ~ t r c l ~ s  hc ndJed thui the Coun 
could no!. hwever. "expcct Qÿtur. a i  the prewnl ritige oC prtpuniiion or 
ils ouri Counter-Mernorial. to comment on ihc dcluikd Bahmini riillep- 
iions": 

Whcreus. by a leittr dard  17 a'tohr 1997. ihr A g n i  of hhrdin 
staitd ihat his Goverriment cornidercd ihat the usc b> Qaiu of thc ch;il- 
Imgd dacumcnts gdve ri* IO "pro~~durül  diflicultics ihat sitikc ui the 
fundmtiils of ik orderly develoyrimit d ihe cm?": whtw,u hc 
o k n d  that ihe question o t r k  aurheniiciiy of ihr said dor.umrs {vus 
-'logiealiy prcliminary to, iuid sevcrabtc rrom the determinririon or i is 
wbsiantht tffeci": and ivhwas  hc wndudcd ihat "ibis obscrviirion 
should. in Bühmin's rubmission. dctmine the p r d u r a l  iipprwich io  
lx taken at thk siügc" : and whcrcas. by ii leiter daid 18 Nowmber lQu7. 
ihi: A p t  or Bahmin inrormed iht Court of s "m dcvclopmcnt" which 
wns releviinr ro -t of ihe authenik-ty of the documents producd 
by Qatar; 

W h c m  ai a meeting htld by the Pmideni d ihc Couti on 25 Notm- 
ber 1997 with ihc Agents of ik Parties in order to iisoertiiin their viens 
on the subsequeni proccdure. th A p n i s  dtrrated the positions of ihtir 
mpctive Govmrntnu: wvhetis Qiitiir sritcd ihat ii would bc able io 
=pond in fuii io Biihr~iin.5 qutgtioning of the oiuihmticiiy a l  the d m -  
menu annctltd to its Mernorial only in a dmwmeni io be appcndcd 10 itr 
Rtply: and whereas, ai rk end of thai mwing. it was a& in1c.r aliu 
thai the Counter-Mernoriab wuid not cowr ihoit q u a i o n  and that 
othcr pkadings would k submitred by the hrtk ai a !atm date: 



WfKieas tkt Counter-Mernoriais of the Parties w m  ddy f i l 4  and 
exchan@ on 23 b m b r  1997; and whems. in the introduction to iu 
Couter-Manorial, Bsihiain confirmeci that, in dmwing up its Cornter- 
Maorial, ii ha& d i i r d d  the 81 Qatar cimumatg the aurhcntidty of 
which was chalhged+ and it sta;ied that its Agent's later datd 25 Sep 
lember 1997 should lx tmtad as formi4 p4lrt of its & u n t e r - M d l ;  

Whertas, by a lmtr dard 3 1 k m k  f 997, the Agent of Babrain 
sent the Court particdm dwmmts supplcmcnting those presmitd an 
25 Scpernbtr 1W; 

W h a .  by a letier datd  2 February 1998, the Agent of Bahrain, 
m i n g  ihi Qatar was mntinuing in its Countcr-Memurial to reiy on 
the cballm& documents, empWrcd the nead for the Court to dcU& 
the question of thtir authmtkity as a prdiminary but by miniaining 
that -aü elerncnu of Qatar's claim are aireci& r d  by p i n t i n ~  oui 
"the complications and cxpmse" 10 which ihcy woutd giw rise. in hjs 
Goirrnmcnt's opinion. if that questh were io bc d c f d :  

Whereas. on 17 March 1998, the Fraident of the Coun held a iurther 
meciing w i ~ h  the Agents of the Piinits in orch IO ascenain iheir virw on 
the uibxqumi produre: w k m s  during that mecting. Qatar main- 
taincd iis podion aa io rhe indivisible nature of ihe pmwding on the 
mcils: whtreas Q U I H ~  suggeslcd ihai the Court stiould prwribÈ thc 
8Jing of a Reply by each d thc hri inr  wiihin a pMod expiring ai the 
end of Miirch 1999. and ststd thal in such an evenrueiliiy ii would be able 
to snnex io iu Reply a compmhcasii-e report mntnining i t s  dcflniiiw sub 
missi- an the question ofihe aultatniicirg of the documnts chüllcnged 
by Bahrain : and whtwas Qatar morcovcr prapsed io submii io thc 
Corn. by the end oTSepiemkr 1998, an inttrini report on thüi question 
io ubhich hhrd in  would bc abIe to mpond in ils R g l y :  and aiiereas 
Biihrain. whiht rtitemtinp i ts prtfmnce for ti sepoirdte cxrminaiion of 
ihal qucstioa at a prrliminary stage. did n a  objeci to rhe p r d u m  
cnkisapcd by Qutar as cither unrasonable or unjusi: and & m i s  
Btihrriin painied in punkukir io the "posiiiw'' nature of Qatar's pre 
prwal ihat ran iatwim rcpoti bt suhiiied six months More the filing 
aT ihe Replies; 

Whems. by a lelttr duted I f  Mürch 1998. lhc Agent or Qiiiar con- 
f i r d  the v i e ~  d h i s  Governmeni. as prcsenwi ai ihe mceiing hcW thr 
day : 

Whetm9. by a letiçr d s t d  26 Mu& 1998. the Ageni of Bahmiin con- 
Gmeed iht vitws of hi5 Gomment .  as prescntcd at ihc mming held on 
17 March 1898. and AId additional material in supprt o i  tkm: 

Havin8 regard io the v k  of the Piirtica. 
F f w x  3û Septcmbtr 1898 ss the timc-limit for the filin8 by Qatar of an 

inrerim rcporr. to be as compwhensive and swific as possible. on the 
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qwtion of tbe authenticity of cadi of the documents ctia~lenged by 
Bahrnin in î h  w: 

Direrrs the submission of P Rtply on tbc merits by -ch of the M e s .  
and decides that the Reply ofQatar will miah its detaitad and dehitive 
position on the q w t i o a  of t hc auibcnticîciiy af =ch of the documents 
challemgai by Bahmin and ihai the Eleply of B a h i n  will contain ifs 
okrvations on the interim rtport of Qat w: andfl-rcs 30 M m h  1999 as 
the timc-limit for the N i  af these phiings; and 

Restrimes the s u ~ ~ t  procbdu* for rurther decision. 

Dooe in Engiish and in French. the Engiiih text beidg iuthohtative. ai 
the Pace Piilact, The Ham.  thii thirtieth day or Ma&. wrt thouand 
ni= hundmi and ninq-cigiit, in Wm copies. one of wbich will be 
p M  in the d i v e s  of the Couri and ik oihers i r a m i t i d  to the 
Ciwcniment or the Skaic of Qaror and ihe Ciomrntnt of the Statc of 
Batirain. rcspctivcly. 

I S ~ ~ I P J I  Sthephen M. SCH~BEL, 
Prcsideni. 

(Sipttvf, Wuardo VALENCIA-OSPINA. 
Rcgisiw r. 




