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Annex 58 

P R O T O C O L  

FROM THE NEGOTIATIONS OF THE PLENIPOTENTIARIES OF GOVERNMENTS OF 

THE CZECHOSLOVAX SOCIALIST REPUBLIC AND THE HUNGARIAN PEOPLE'S 

REPUBLIC ON CONTINUED COOPERATION IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE 

GABCIKOVO-NAGYMAROS PROJECT, HELD ON JUNE 8 -9, 1989 IN 

BRATISLAVA 

Participants are listed in the Annex No. 1 to this Protocol. 

Government plenipotentiaries agreed on the following agenda: 

1. Schedule of putting into operation of t h e  structures of the 

Gabcikovo project. 

2. Payment of additional cost incured by t h e  extension of the 

built in 4 0 0  kV Switch Room of the hydroelectric power plant 

Gabcikovo 

3 .  Report on the a c t i v i t y  of Joint Operation Group 

4 ,  Organization of operation and accounting of operational 

costs 

5. Miscellaneous 

1. Schedule of puttinq t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  of t h e  Gabcikovo P r o i e c t  

into operation 

Plenipotentiaries of both Governments took note of the 'tSchedule 

of putting into operation of t h e  ~abcikova Project ". The 

schedule is included in Annex No, 2 to this Protocol, Government 

plenipotentiaries note that the basic terrns agreed on at the 

meeting, held in Budapest from February 1 - 3 ,  1989 , were 
reflected in the schedule. The date of shifting of navigation 



transfer into the  bypass canal is to be specified by the end of 
September 1989. 

Government plenipotentiaries agree to a proposed putting into 

operation on the basis of permission from competent authorities, 

in cornpliance with conditions prelirninarily agreed ta. 

Government pfenipotentiaries asked the leaders of the Joint 

Operation Group (JOG) to supervise of schedule implementation and 

to submit a report on it at t h e  next meeting of Government 

1 plenipotentiaries. 

2. Pavment of additional cost incured bv the extension of t h e  

built in 4 0 0  kV Switch Room of the hydroelectric Dower plant 

~ Gab@ lkovo 

Government plenipotentiaries take note that the cost of the 

built- in ~ w i t c h  Roam and the section Gab@ikovo (state border of 

the long-distance transmission line 400 kV Gyor-Podunajske 

Biskupice) will be carried by the Hungarian side, and accounted 

in accordance with the agreement of general directors of the 

Slovak Electricity Co. Bratislava and MVMt Budapest. Technical 

çpecification of deliveries asked by the Czechoslovak side for 

settling the costs and the schedule of deliveries had been 

developed. 

Goverriment plenipotentiaries asked the JOG heads to agree on 
terms of payment and to inform them regarding t h i s  agreement at 

next meeting. 

~ 3 .  Re~ort on the  a c t i v i t v  of the  Joint Operation gr ou^ /JOGJ 



The report on activity of the JOG leaders is enclosed as Annex 

No. 3 to this Protocol. 

On the basis of detailed justification of changes offered by the 

JOG leaders, the Government plenipotentiaries take note of the 

up-dating of operational facilities f o r  the  Gabeikovo step and 

the old riverbed of the Danube. 

Government plenipotentiaries note that JOG developed a system of 

joint assessment of data obtained from measuring and monitoring 

equipment. 

l Government plenipotentiaries ask the JOG heads ta develop, in 

I addition to this j o i n t  assessment, a d r a f t  of Rules for 

l cooperation in processing, mutual exchange, and access to 

i information andior data. This draf t  is to be çubmitted at t h e  

next negotiation of plenipotentiaries together with the report on 

measurement r e s u l t s  and on monitoring of the so called "0" 

condition. 

Government plenipotentiaries ask the JOG heads to develop a joint 

draft for organizing the removal of the earth closure downstream 

of the hydroelectric power p l a n t  Gab@ikovo in a manner which 

would allow the payment of additional costs in local currencies. l 

1 

Government plenipotentiaries agree, that as part of adjustments 1 

within in the o l d  riverbed of the Danube , t h e  fortification of ~ Eords in the old riverbed of t h e  Danube will be carried out under 
joint investment . 

1 
1 

Government plenipotentiaries ask the J O G  heads to submit at the 

next negotiation the following: 

- The changes in the technical solution of JCP of the old 

riverbed of the Danube 

- design of bed sills; including the facilities for sporting 
navigation and 



- specification of cost, 

4 .  Orqanization of oweration and accounting of operational costn 

Goverment plenipotentiaries note that the head of the 

Czechoslovak delegation ta the JOG appointed Czechoslovak mernbers 

of the Working Group for the joint elaboration of joint proposals 
for organization and accounting of operational coçts. The 

Hungarian side has nat yet  appointed its members for this Working 
Group. It is for this reason that the materials requested for 

consideration by the Government plenipotentiaries have not yet 

been submitted. 

Government plenipotentiary of Czechoslovakia again emphasised, 

that due to progressive initiating of the operation of Gab@ikovo 

structures since December of this year, it is necessary to agree 

on the organization of joint operation and on methods of 

accounting of operational cost. The Hungarian party was asked to 

give priority to a speedy elaboration of joint proposals for 

resolving the above-mentioned i s s u e s .  

The Hungarian s i d e  w i l l  appoint the members of this working group 
by June 16, 1989 and will notify the Czechoslovak side 

accordingay. 

The plenipotentiary of the Czechoslovak Government has stated 

that the Czechoslovak side is currently s tudying the possfbility 

of establishing a joint venture f o r  the operation of the G/N 

Project, The material will be submitted to the Hungarian side 

short ly  . 

5. Miscellaneous 

a/ On May 13, 1989 the  Council of Minis ters  of the Hungarian 
People's ~epublic announced its decision regarding the temporary 



suspension of al1 works connected w i t h  the construction of the 

Nagymaros project, and that ecological, çeismic, and other 

of the construction will be assessed by a group of experts. 

The plenipotentiary of the  Czechoslovak Government protests 

against unilateral decision of the Council of Ministers ~f 

Hungary, which violates the principles of the interstate Treaty 

on Construction and operation of the Gabcikovo-Nagynaros Systern 

of Locks. The Nagymaros project is one of the structures of the 

joint ownership of the Treaty parties, and according to the 

interstate Treaty the costs f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the structures 

are shared in equal proportion by the Czechoslovak and Hungarian 

sides, The Council of Ministers of Hungary would act kn 

violation of the Treaty, if it decided alone in matters of joint 

Czechoslovak-Hungarian ownership. 

With regard to the understanding of the Prime Minister of 

Czechoslovakia and the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of 

Hungary of May 2 4 ,  1989 on establishment of a joint group of 

experts for assessrnent of ecologic, seismic, and other 

conditions, the Czechoslovak plenipotentiary asked for an 

accelerated submission of materials which lead the Council of 

Ministers to suspend construction works at the Nagymaros 

project, so they can be studied. 

b/ The Council of Ministers of Hungary appointed on June 5, 1989 

Dr. LSszl6 Wdvari, the State Secretary of the Ministry of 

Transportation, Communications and Building Induçtry, as 

Government Commissioner for Management and Coordination of the 

Domestic and International Act iv i ty  on the G/N Project 

connected ta the suspensian af ç o m e  work at the Nagymaros 

Proj ect , 

Dr. L6sz18 Udvari, the State Secretary, who took part in the 

initial negatiations of government plenipotentiaries, informed 

in details the Czechoslovak plenipotentiary on the decisions of 



the Council of ~inisters of Hungary and on t a s k s  assigned to him 

by his new appointment, 

The Hungasian Government Commissioner and the Hungarian 

plenipotentiary stated, that the Hungarian side will complete 

construction of the Gabcikovo Project In the  agreed time and 

in accordance with the project plans. Directives have already 
been given to continue works suspended in the area due to 

misunderstanding. 

c/ The next negotiations of plenipotentiaries of both ~overnments' 

will take place in Hungafy in September 1989. 

This Protocol has been done in duplicate, in the Slovak and 

Hungarian languages, bath texts being equally authentic, 

Bratislava, June 9 ,  1989 

Plenipotentiary of Czechoslovak Plenipotentiary of ~ u n g a r i a n  

Government Government 

( s ignedl  ( ç i g n e d )  

Ing. Vladimir Lokvenc Havas Peter 
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REPORT ON THE ACTIVITY OF THE JOINT OPERATIVE GROUP. 

1. Detailed justification of up-dating of operation u n i t s  as 

compare with JCP. 

In accordance with the provisions of the Treaty, Hungarian 

s ide  is responsible f o r  the supply of operational equipment 

for a l 1  sections of the G/N System of Locks, The agreed list 

of operational equipment is contained in Chapter 1-9 l U O t h e r  

investmentw of the Joint Contractual P l a n .  

a,) Within the scope of the 'lGab@ikovo sectionw the Hungarian 

side should have delivered to the Czechoslovak side: 

1/ Ice-breaker 600 HP 

2 /  Inspection motor boat 32 HP 

3 /  Electric truck 

4 J  Workshop equipment 

5 J  Complete diving outfit 

6 /  Motor vesse1 190 HP 

7/ persona1 motor car 

8/  lorry 0 , s  t 

9/ truck 5 , O  t 

2 pieces 

2 

2 

a set 

a set  

2 pieces 

2 " 

1 " 

1 " 

Budget for above-mentioned equipment amounted to 41,1 mil. 

of Czechoslovak Korunas (CSK) or 7 8 , 4  mil. of Hungarian 

forints (HUF) in JCp. 

The Czechoslovak ç ide  asked for a substitution of two ice- 

breakers with output 6 0 0  HIP by two ice-breaker with output 

700 HIP of push-touring type. ~ h i s  request was necessary 

because the Czechoslovak s ide  must use the ice-breakers as 

tug boats as well. In addition to that, under new 

regulations of the 'Czechoslovak ~ h i p  Regiçtry, al1 tug boats 

operated by Czechoslovak companies must be of push-touring 



type. Thus the price of two ice-breakers increased from 

36,O mil.K@s to 4 1 , 0 4  mil C S K . ,  or 7 2 , 9 6  mil. HUF. From the  

total original cost ,  the rernaing balance cuvering the  parts 

of operational equipment of t h e  'fGGa@ikovo sectionw* is: 

41,l mil.CSK - 4 1 , 0 4  mil,K@s = 6 0  thousand CSK 

or 
7 8 , 4  mil. HUF - 7 2 , 9 6  mil.HUF = 5 , 4 4  mil.HUF 

Because t h i s  increase in the price of the  ice-breakers was 

caused by technical modifications requested by the  

Czechoslovak side, the Czechoslovak s i d e  wilL buy the  

remaining necessary parts of operat ional  equipment for the 

afGab@ikovo sectionM at its own expenses. 

T h e  balance of the original budget (0,06 mil. CSK or 5 , 4 4  

millions HUF) will be listed in the  evidence of over-taken 

works with the Hungarian side. 

b.) Within the scope of the 'rsection of the old riverbed of the 

Danubew the  Hungarian s i d e  should have delivered, both for 

their own and Czechoslovak needs: 

1/ cruçher ERTI-27 3 pieces 

2 /  caterpillar driving machine JDT-75/ 2 " 
3 /  dr iv ing  machine w i t h  rubber wheels 

MTZ-70 3 " 

4 J  hydrauliç grap on a floating body 1 mq 

5/ sand loading machine 1,0 m3 2 la 

6 J  self-propelled grap 0,5 m3 2 ti 

7 /  dump truck /tipping lorry/ 4 , 5  25  a' 
8 /  mixer 5 , 5  m3 1 Ut 

9 /  concrete pump /Raba-Schwingl 1 

10/ schrubbary cutting machine 1 Ig 

11/ hydraulic rotary cutter 1 ti 



The sum of 11,28 mil. CSK, or 2 5 , 2  m i l .  HUF was planned for 

the purchase of this equipment. Half of this equipment 

should have been given to the Czechoslovak side. 

In 1988, t h e  Czechoslovak s i d e  requested the delivery of a 

gloating platform with anchoring capabilities for the 

l'section of t h e  old rivesbed of the Danube". This request 

was based an the need to obtain a floating platform with a 
loading capacity to carry out psotective underwater stone 

fortifications (Gabgikovo stilling basin). 

The price af this platfexm represents half of the costs 

planned to operate the  facilities for the concerned section 

of the Project, i. e. t h e  whole share ' belonging to the 

Czechoslovak s i d e .  The Czechoslovak s i d e  will buy, at its 

own expense, other equipment needed for the maintainance of 

the old river-bed of the Danube. 



2 .  System of joint assessment of measured data at measurfng and 

monitoring equipments of the Gab@ikovo Project 

The p oint Contractual Plan of Measuring and ~onitoring Equipment 

was developed in four stages for t h e  con t ro l  of structures and 

management of G/N Project. 

In the f-irst stage of the JCP the type and location of required 

rneasurements and equipment for measurement was specified. 

In the  second stage of the JCP the accuracy, frequency and 

method of respective measurements was specified. 

In the third stage of the JCP the concept of extreme l i m i t s  and 
assessment system for measurements and monitoring was determined. 

In the fourth stage of t h e  J C P  the programme of monitoring the 

conditions of the reservoir dykes, river-beds and canals of the 

Project in test operation, during the final operation and zero 

setting w a s  developed. 

The program has been divided into three main parts: 

- HYDROLOGY: This deals with water stages, discharges, bedload 

and suspended load, as well as changes of river-beds and 

canal-beds. 

- GEOTECHNICS AND SEEPAGE: This deals w i t h  analyses of earth 

structures deformation, groundwater flow direction, 

velocity, gradients, etc. 

- WATER QUALITY: Here, a se t  of ecologic and biological 

parameters, required for evaluation of water quality in the 

reservoir and in seepage canals ,  has been developed. 
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LETTER PROM THE HlTNGARIAN GOVERNMENT COMMISSIONER TO THE 
CZECHOSLOVAK GOVEFLNMENT PLENIPOTENTIARY 

[Translation) 

Bratislava, June 9,1989 

Dear Comrade Lokvenc, 

1 have t h e  honour ta inform yau that 1 have taken necessary 
measures for the  immediate resumption of work on the reservoir 
dyke on Ihe Czechoslovak side and of work on the  Hungarian side. 
The work to be carried o u t  by Bungary on other Czechoslovak 
sections w i l l  continue on Monday. 

Please inform competent Czechoslovak governmental 
authorities of the above-mentioned fac t .  

With cornrade's regards 

ISigned,! ~ A s z l B  Udvari 

Corn. V l a d i m i r  ~okvenc' 
Government Plenipotentiary 

Bratislava 





(Translation) 

of the deIivery at the Embassy of the Czechoslovak Socialist Repub t c  
in Budapest on 26 June 1989 of the letter w&en by the Vice- 
Chairman of the Council of Miniaers of the People's Republic of 
Hungary to the Vice-President of the Governent of the Czechoslovak 
Sociaiist Republic and the documents cornprishg the appendices 
thereto and of the discussions held in relation to the above. 

The appendix hereto contains the Iist of the names of the pmicipants. 

Comrade Lasdo Udvari, referring to the Aide Mernoire of the meeting held between 
the Czechosiovak Plenipotentiary and the Hungarian Commissioner in Budapest on 6 
June 1989 and to the responsibilities acceptes by the Hungarian Party during the same, 
delivered the Ietter written by the Vice-Chairman of the CounciI of MiriIsters of the 
PRH addressed to Comrade Pave1 Hnunak, the %ce-President of the Goverment of 
the CSSR, the documentation prepared by the Hungarian Academy of Sciences 
regarding the enwomentdecologicaVwater-quality and seiçmologicai effects of the 
temination, as weII as the completion, of the Gabcikovo-Nagymaros Barrage 
System's Nagymaros Barrage, which according to the contents of the Ietter, he 
proposes be debated by the Hungarian-Czechoslovak scientîdprofessional work- 
p u p  and that proposais be worked out on the b a i s  of these discussions. 

The Hungarian Commissioner hrther delivered the document prepared by the work 
group çuman'sing and editing ecologicaI pro biems of the Gabcikovo-Nagymaros 
Barrage System and wtiich contains the risk factors and ecoiogicai dangers taken Urto 
ansideration by the Councii of Ministers of the People's Republic of Hungary when 
decidig ta suspend work on the Gabcikovo-Nagymaros Barrage System, and the 
scient& and profesaonal bibiiography utilized during the compilation construction of 
the said document. aii to be used as background materid for the proposed discussions. 

The Hungarian Commissioner gave a briefing as to the proposais containeci in Deputy 
Prime Muiister Medgyesds Ietter. 

The hmrnissioner proposed that the proposais be detiated as soon as possible in 
either CSSR or Hungary. In the name of hk Govement, he is sure thas on the basis 
of the proposed doaiment tramfer and work-propmme, we can create the 
conditions for successfii1 negotiations. 

The PIenipotentiary of the CSSR accepted the aforementioned Ietrer and two 
documents and detemiinai tiiat the Hungarian Party had informed the Czechoslovak 
Party of the temporaq suspension of construction on the Nagparos Barrage on 12 
May 1989. On 26 June 1989, h t  is, 44 days subsequent 20 the above, he gave us 
those background materiab used by the Hungarian Cound of Mhisters as the basis 



for in decision to suspend the comtnictiorl of the Nagyrnaros Barrage for twg 

months. 

The CSSRs Plenipotentiary express4 his view that the CzechosIovak Governent 
and the Federal Parliament continues to stand by the completion of the provisions of 
the interstate treaty OF 16 Septernber 1977. 

Subsequent to the translation of the rnatwids delivered by the Commissioner of the 
P M ,  the Czechoslovak Party will prepare its own proposais regarding hrther 
negotiations. 

This present "aide memoire" reminder was prepared in bath the Hunganan and the 
SIovak langages and both versions are egualiy vaiid. 

Budapest, 26 June 1989 

[signature] [signature] 

Dr. Laszlo Udvari Vladimir Lokvenc 
Commissioner of the Plenipotentiq 

Councii of Min ine rs  af the PRH of the CSSR 



Participants of the Discussions 

l On the Hungarian Part: 

I Dr. Lasdo Udvari Commissioner of the PRH, 
I 
I S tate Secretary of the Ministry of 
I Transpomtion, Media and Construction 

I Pal Benyo Deputy ChidDepartment Head at the 
Foreign Ministry of the PRH 

On the Czechostovak Part: 

l Viadimir Lo kvenc Plenipotentiary of the CSSR 

VIastimii Ehrenberger Extraordinary and Duiy Autharized 
Ambassacior of the CSSR 

~ KaroI U j h a q  Counsellor for the Embassy of the CSSR 

~ Michal Slovak Secretary of the Embassy of the CSSR 

Helena Muckova EmpIoyee of the 
Commissioner of the CSSR 





se i s r n o l o g i c ~ l  R R ~  e n v i  ronmen t?l-ec01ogic91 ef fec  ts , s n d  

i n f l u e n c e s  on wqter qunlity i n  cnse of r e n l i z n t i o n ,  or 

suspension of the construction of the SHP G-N, 

B u d ~ p e s  t, June 1989 



The prime o b j e c t i v e  of this task W ~ S  to estimate seismolegic 

finà envi ronmen t s l - e c o l o g i ~ i m p ~ c  ts , expec ted  in case of discon- 

t i n u ~ t i o n  of the  SHP N ~ g y m ~ r o s  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  

Before the drriwing up af the judgement nnd its j u s t i f i c ~ t i o n  

the commission s tated thqt: 

- the s tudy  of the effects of the gt.oup of structures end equip- 

ment e t  Nsgym~iros csn be ~ssesscd only in the conaection wi'th 

the whole system of hydropower projects, i . e ,  tsking into 
consider~tion the effec t s  of divers ion  c s n n l  snd Dun~kili t i  

reservoir, ~ n d  of the Gabeikovo project  

Hungarian Xcsdemy of sc iences  

an seiçmologic~l ~ n d  environmen hl -ecologica l  impsc ts , and 

e f fec  t s  on rvater q u ~ i l i t y  i n  case of reaxization, or s i i spens ion  

of the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the SAP G-N 

The chsirmsn of  the Zouncil of Ministers qsked the ehqirrnan 

of the Ac~demy t o  s c c e p t  tk p r o p o s ~ l  for cooper~tion io t h e  

f ur the r  sppreciq t i o n  of environm~ntsl impacts , resul  t i n g  from 

the s u s p e n s i o n  of works a t  Msgy-aisros p ro j ee t -  The chairman of  

the Acsdemy c h ~ c g e d  A S P ~ C ~ R ~  commision with t h i s  t ~ s k .  The 

commission worked i n  3 w o r k i n g  groups s c c o c d i n g  t o  s c i e n t i f ' i c  

fi~lds: 

- hydrology snd water quality laquatic ecosystems/  

- over-lsnd eco1og)r /dry-land ecosys terris/ 
- geology ~ n d  seismology. 



- t h e  s u s p e n s i o n  of N~gymaros project  construction w i l l  ensue 

a s u b s t ~ n t i f i l i y  chqnged s i t u a t i o n  s s  cospsred with the 

p l s n o e d  one /further groundwster decressing, formation of 

shallows s n d  fards/, which wsç n o t  considered in any tech- 

nical v q r i s n t  , 

- The 3 ~ n u b e  is a very cornplex, c o n s t a n t l y  c h s n g i n g  e c o s y s t ~ m  

/wster discharge, f low rste, p o l l u t i o n ,  atc,/, t h e r e f o r ~  

ne i ther  psrqmeter is allowed to be considered ss s t a b i l e ,  

- i n  forecssting o f  envtronmentql-ecologic?l i m p s c t s  we o f t e n  

o b t a i n  circumst%nces, from which i t  is n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  d e r i v e  

exact  c o n c l u s i o n s  due t o  insdeqw te knowlpdge, 

- in estim~tion of eco log ics l  irnpscts i t  is necessary  t o  plsce 

emph~sis g l s o  on tims f s c t o r ,  which will determine the succes- 

s i o n  of c o n s  t r u c  t i a n  processes,  therefore models i n  shorter 

t ime  s c ~ l e  m R y  be  misle~ding, 

Yiith the s i m  t o  emph~size aignificflbce of respect ivs  f a c t o r s  

we h a d s q q r q t e l y  eztiüisted hydrobiologiclsl  impgcts, e f f e c t s  or) 

water q u ~ l i t y ,  on  over-lsnd e co logy ,~ ind  geologic~i l  end 3eismolo-  

g i c n l  sspec ts hsd been des1 t wi t h  psrticulqrly. 

The i s sues  of w ~ t c ~ r  q u i i l i t y ,  expected in the c o n n e c t i o n  

wi th SHP G-N c o n s t r u c  tion,h~d been d e ~ l t  with i n  details in 
the f i n s 1  r e p o r t  of the UNDP/,fO/OW pro j e c t ,  /"Concernecl ter-  

ritory of wster qu~lity regulation in Hungsry?/- However R n  

extensive thorough study, required for dec i s ion  a s k i n g ,  hss  
been csrried out  only in R s m s l l  extent, "The study of environmen t 

effec t s  of the SHP G-N*/Budapeat , June 1985 , 67 psges, 25 table s 

and 19 Fi&/, is not complete ~tnd  some times c o n t r ~ l d i c  tory as 

f ~ r  RS the hydrobiology is concerned, as well as b i c t e r i o l a g i c s l  

w ~ t e r  q u ~ l i t y e ~ c c o r d i ' n g  ta the  work of VLZTTERV publishcrd R S  

"Surmaary of research warks in the connec tion wi th the SHP G-N" 



11951-1988/ from 340 .cese.irch r epo r t s  on ly  24 h ~ v ~  C! e 4 l t  wi th 

the issues of w ~ t e r  q u s l i t y  h y d r o b i o l o g i c s l  srr3 ecologice l  

problems/,  however even these r ~ p o r t s  d i d  n o t  solve s d e q u ~ t e l y  

o c c u r i n g  problems, 

Since wat&r quali ty estimstion c ~ l l s  f o r  long-term data- b-si 

which is n o t  y e t  developed, thus we hsve to r e l y  on d ~ t a  abtsined 

in the investigstion of the Danube wster,  csrried eu t  f o r  o t h e r  

purposes,  or on data  published in i n t e r n g t i o n s l  prafessionsl 

liter~ture, which can  bp applied o n l y  p ~ r t l y ,  

It is t a  be expected that chsnges i n  the Danube ~ g n o e l  

between PslkoviEovo snd N~gymaros will Se caused by the GsbEikovo 

p r o  j e c  t qn3 3 u n ~ k i l i  t i  reservoir, w h ~ r e  the s e l f p u r i f  ication 

processes w i l l  b e  enhsneed with e n s u i n g  increrissd smoun t  of  

o r g ~ n i c  mqtter, snd by the diversion c n n s l  , if the Nswmaros 

p r o j e c t  would not  be c o q s t r u c t e d ,  

f r i sp i t e  o f  m n y  c s u t i o n s  r e s p ~ c t i v e  psrtisl invastigstions, 
RS for i n s t a n c e  microSiologica1 study, hsva not been c s ~ r i e d  o u t  

y e t ,  / b w t e r i o l o g i c a l ,  virnlogicsl, t a x i c o l o g i c ~ l  studies/ 

as ae'll AS the d f e c t  of wooden mqteria1 ~ l n d  s o i 1  cover h y e r ,  

remaining in the Dun~kili t i  reservoir ,  hss no t Seen inves t igq ted. 

If the construction of the Nsgymaros pro j e c t  will not be 

reslized,all negstive effects,~ffecting env i ronmen t  on 100 

long  r e ~ i c h , w i l l  mot tske place,  e s p e c i ~ l l y  those following f rom 
p e ~ k  oper~tion, f rom s t s b l e  high wst~r stsge 4nd lower flow rates. 

Consequently ~ l s o  the abundsnt  g-rowth of s l g ~ e ,  coming f rom 

G~bEfkovo w i l l  n o t  stfty in the Nsgymsros reservoi~, All n e g s t i v e  

i rnp~c t s  csused by p e ~ k  operation, will not t ~ k e  p h c e ,  as well  
es effecb of counter  flow,back w a t e r ~ n d  r ~ p e ~ t e d  wRter f l u c  t u s t i o n  

Sioce the pesk opersition cennot be resilized withou N~gtrmro~ 
projec t the importnnt self pur i f  i c s t i o n  processes wi thin the 
ac t ive  river bgnk zones w i l l  not be disturbed, RS well RS f i s h  
mRnagemea t , 



Also the surface w ~ t e r  abs trqc t i o n  f o r  d r i n k i n g  wster s u p p l y  

will be posi t ive ly  in f luenced  by the s u s p e n s i o n  of SHP NRgymaras 

construction wi th regrirS to w ~ t e r  q u ~ l i t y ,  however some scperts 
o p i n i o n  is, t h s t  the SHP G-N as 9 whole would n p t  nega t ivo ly  

i n f l u e n c e  wster wi thdrawal by mesns of bsnk infiltration f o r  

3 u d a p ~ s  t. 

On the bssis of p r e s ~ n t  knewledge it is d i f f i c u l t  t o  f u l l y  

i inderstsnd the modification of b ~ n k  infiltration process r ~ s u l -  

ting €rom p e s k  operstion, ~ U F !  t o  t i l r b u l ~ n c e  snd sed imen t sk i  on 

positive snd negs t i v e  varist i o n s  msy be expec t e d ,  IF the Nqgrnqro 

p r o j e c t  would be comple ted ,  n e g ~ t i v e  changes c ~ u s e d  by s e d i m ~ n -  

t a t i e n  of p o l l u t s n t s  rnw bearpec ted  i n  t h e  resch LAbr i tZqn-  

N s g y ~ a r o s .  From  th^ long-term p o i n t  of  view colmstqge maÿ 

r e s u l t ,  nega t ive ly  i n f l u e n c i n g  R part  of wells on the Szen tendre  

Tsle. 

1,2 Over-land ~ c o l o g i c ~ l  aspects  

Over-1wd e c o l o g i c ~ i l  inipscts inc lude  p e d o l o g i c - ~ i g r i c u l t u r s l  

find environmental-aesthetic ~ a p e c t s .  

Expec t e d  pedologic -sgricul tu&-ecologic irnpsc t s  will 

msnifest thems~lves in variqtions of physicql, chernical snd 

biologicsl chqrac t ~ r i s  t i c s  of the s a i l  w s t e r  ~ e g i m e ,  Modif icq- 

t i o n  o f  the groundwster l e v e l  wi11 influ~nce water s u p p l y i n g  of 

cul t i v ~ t e d  cropa ~ n d  o r i  g i n s 1  veg-tstion, snd w r o b i c - a n s 4 r o b i c  

biodynsmics, whilegroundwatercont~minstion from vqrious s o u r c e s  

w i l l  i n f l u e n c e  the t o x i c i t y  of soil medium. A s  t o  avoid these 

h~rmful i n t e r v e n t i o n s  in to the n ~ t u r ~ f  e n v i r o n  expensive secon- 

d ~ r y  invea tments sre hecbsssry, 

I f  those aecondsry inves tments w i l l  n o t  be r e ~ l i z e d  

- the biochemicsl cycle of mstters w i t h i n  the soi1 will 
be negnt ively c h ~ n g e d ,  

- b i o l o g i c q l  ~ c t i v i t y  and f e r t i l i t y  of s o i l  will decresse ,  

snd s e n s i t i v i t y  of s o i 1  towards dry  conditions ~ n d  

f lood wster w i l l  incrcqse, 



- ~ g r o ~ c o p o t e n t i ~ l  will decresse,  i.e.the production 

w i l l  be more depeodent upon m@teorologic~l conditions, 

- the self-purificqtion c ~ p ~ c i t y  of S O ~ ~ S  w i l l  decresse 

/degr~dqtion of csrcinogenic h y d r o c ~ r b o n  c pmpounds ,e t c  . 
and a b i l i t y  t o  sbsorb  toxic substsnces  fron the atmos-  

phere fpolycyclic hydroc~rbons ,ni t rogen  oxides R t c  ./, 
- m i c r o S i ~ 1  flor~,chsrscteristic for f e r t i l e  s o i l s ,  will 

be destroyed, wi th resul t i n g  sedi~c  t i o n  of b i o l o g i c a l  

nitrogen c o n t e n t  ~ i n d & t e r i o r ~ t i o n  of soil s t r u c t u r e ,  

with following decre~sing c r o p  y i e l d s ,  

As fsc 9s the w ~ t e r  regime of soi13 is c o n c e r n ~ d  i t  may be 

assumed, ths t  where cu r r en t l y  the groundw~ter l e v e l  is wi t h i n  

the fine cover  I ayer ,  due t o  the e f f e c t  of SHP G-N c o n s t r u c t i o n  

i t  w i l l  d r o p  i n t o  the grsvel s u b s o i l ,  the cqpillqry ~ u p p l y  ef t h  

r o o t  zone w i l l  d i s c o n t i n u e ,  the w ~ t e r  regirne a f  the f l o o d  p l s i n s  

will be c h ~ n g e d  / u s i ~ ~ l l y  f l o o d p l ~ i n  f o r e s  t ecosysterna/,witer 
l e v e l  i n  respect ive  dead b r ~ n c h e s  and meanders would either 

drop, or dry  up.  

Kater regime in s o i l  will r e s u l t  in v~ristion of the cyc le  

o f  s u b s t a n c e s  in the soil C ~ r b o n ~ c e x o u s  layers, accurnuls ting 

l ime, lqyers of c o n c r e  Lions, developmen t of limes tone r i  pple  : 

and shoa l s  will chsnge the seils to lands with sh~llow fertile 

l ~ y e r ,  sensitive t o  dry weqther cond i t i ons .  In territories with 

decre~sing groundw~ter l s v e l  mineralizstion o'f plsnt r e s i d u e  

will be scceler~ted and soi1 structure w i l l  deteriorqto, The 

s o i 1  will he insdequstply w r s t e d ,  w i t h  concomitsnt anserob ic  

prOCe3Ses* 

1.2.2 N~tursl protection sndwsthetics of the i s n d s c ~ p e  

Construction of the SHP G-N will dlst.urb in 9 considersble 
wciy the v d u e  of the nsture snd the ~ e s l h e t i c s  of the  l a n d s c s p e ,  

S tud ie s ,  c~rried o u t  up t o  the present time m e  torri to r i . i l ly  
c o n f i n e d  snd t ~ k e  i n t o  s c c o u n t  only 9 smsl l  p r t  of the n-iture, 



It is tu be expec te&, t h s t  due t o  changed h y d r ~ d y n m i c  condi- 

tions considersble degrsdstion of living cornmuni t i e s  will occur. 

T t  is wsll kno-m, thst vegetstion gnd snimsls sre s v s l u ~ b l e  

ps r t  of the nsture  snd i r r e t r i ~ v s b l e  p s r t  of n a t i o n 4  sssets,  

:,lsoy c o u n t r i e s  t ~ y  t o  c o n s e m e  3n3 prPservP r i p r i s n  f o r ~ s t s .  

as f o r  i n s t s n c e  in A u s t r i s  c lose to Y3inSurg. 

The srpec t e d  vege tstion chmges w i l l  3130 b r i g  a b o u t  de  te- 

rior~tion of the g e n e t i c  vsrisbility of the uild life - f a u n s  

~ n d  f l o r s ,  This l o s s  mRy l e ~ d  ta d i s t u r b ~ n c i e s  i n  ecosystsms. 

The vsrisbility o f  the c o u n t r y s i d e  i s  de te rmined  by s o  

c ~ l l e d  border l i n e s ,  c o n f  i n i n g  the r e s p e c t i v e  x ~ y s  of  u t i l i z ~ -  

t i o n ,  types of cultivation. The D a n u b i ~ n  ri prisri regions 

h~1-n t y p i c ~ l l  e e s t h e t i c  charsc te r ,  which would be preserved in 

case of Nsgymsros pro j e c  t suspension. The c h ~ r a c  ter. of  the 

r i v e r  s h o r e s  i n f l u e n c e s  the use of the  sd j ~ c e n t  terri t o r i o  S .  

G r ~ v e l - s ~ n d  shore is sui t ~ b l e  for s h i p  landing, and 70 km of  the 

D ~ n u b e  resch  in the r e c r e ~ t i o n  AreR D u n ~ k s n y s r  wikl be preserved 

without s t eep ,  s tone  -protected d y k e s ,  d i s t u r b i n g  t h e  c h s r c s t e r  

o f  the l s n d s c ~ p e .  

Surveys snd inveatig~tions, c ~ r r i e d  o u t  u p  t o  the p r e s e n t ,  

are n o t  sufficient f o r  e s t i r n ~ t i a n  af the seisrnologic safety on 

the concerned t-rritory / i n c l u d i n g  N~wmaroaJ,  

1 . 1  In the course of works sttempts were.mqde t o  Rssess 

the level of qvsilable d s t ~  in geology nnd i n  engineering geo- 

logy. "Sunim~ry reports" / O W  VIZITERV, 1967 ', VIZïTERV 1978, 

KBFI 1981, 8NEE 1989/ eh~zrscterize respective stages of plsoned 

rese~irch werks, s t sr ted  in 1951, ~ n d  going on up to the 
present.  It was not  poss ib l e  t o  study the complex documentation, 
p ~ r t i a l  reports, research data ~ n d  b ~ i s i c m ~ t e r i s l s  of des ign ing  

vri thin theshor t  tirne span, There should hsre been ~ i v ~ i l ~ S l e  ri 

complex geologicsl f i n s 1  r e p o r t  i n c l u d i n g  the whole concerned t c  

t o r y r  as well w d e t n i l e d  m R p  on the surf~ce depth o f  the e a v e l  
s u b s o i l ,  



I 
c o n d i  tions of the g o ~ l o g i c a l  docuden t s  tion, execu ted in the 

s c d e  25 000 for the  broad e n v i r o n m e n t ,  i n  the scs le  2 000 
for the planned sren of cons truc tion, 2nd in the çcqle 500 
for the aea of structures snd facilities, sre edequste, the 

geologic-enginerring-gaologic d s t a  on t h e  territory sre 
a reliable basis f o r  plsnning of respective tssks. 

Gealogic i n v e s  tig~tions /geologic%l-t~c t o n i c  , engineer ing-  
geologics l  p h o t o g r s p b  of the Nsgymaros cons t ruc t i o n  pi t ,  hydro- 

g e o l o g i ç ~ l  monitoring af the ~ z i g e  tkoz and Esztergom, suxilisry 

a e r i ~ l  photograps ~ n d  their e v ~ l u a t i o n ,  utilizstion of the 

resul t s  of complex g~ological mspping of the ~ i s s q l f  o l d / ,  be  ing 

c~rried o u t  n o w a d ~ y s  may give snswers t o  three issues: 

- n f f o r d  more d e t ~ i l e d  geo log icq l  c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  the  N a g y m ~ r a c  

pro j e c  t /s t ruc  t u r ~ l  b o u n d s r i e s ,  v o l c ~ n i c  con tac  t zones[, 

- e f f ~ c t  o f  refilling on f lood  c o n t r o l  measures end on ground-  

wster chmges,  on ksrst w ~ t e r  pntterns i n  D u n 4 n t u l  KOZ+ 
hegyseg /wk th specia l  emphrisis on ~tigettoz, T9Li I s l s n d ,  

Dorog, Esztergam, ~ n d  Lepence vslley/, snd\ion the  present 

s t s t e  in mining i n d u s t r y ,  

- hydrogeologicql c o n d i t i o n s  of the system of SHP t e r r i t o r y  

as i n f l u e n c e d  by s u s p e n s i a n  of the Nsgymsras cons t r u c  t i o n .  

~ e s p e c t i u s  c o u n t r i e s  consider d i f f  erently  the e f f o c t  of 

e ~ r t h q u ~ l k e a  in pgsnning and executing of m nstruc tion works., 

In Hungtary recommendations of the Technicsl  r e g u l s t i o n  of the 

Building depnrtment MI 04.133-81 n r e  in force. According to 
this r e g u l ~ t i o n  with regard t o  seismic protect ion the d ~ m  Cab- 

Efkovo ~ n d  Nsgym~ros belong to the 1st protection cstegory, 
because the "undisturbed operation ~ n d  ssfety represent sw 
univerad interest:  

On the bssis of geologie-geophysicsl investigstion i t  is 
necesssry, in ~greement with internstionsl prsctice, t o  identify 

the extent of esrthqusko h ~ z ~ r û ~  /The nssensm~nt nnd rn i t igs t ion  
I 

l I .  



of esrthquske r i s k s , .  bl3SZO ISW 92-3-3,01451-if; Building Con- 

s t r u c t i o n  under Seismic conditions i n  391kan Region,  UNIDO,  

V i e n n ~ ,  1984; Proceodings of the 8th Z u r o p e ~ n  Conference on 

Zsrthquake ~ngineering, EAEE, Lisboa ,  1986, etc./ 

~ e o l a g i c ,  geophysicsl ~ r r d  geodetic methods of s e i s m i c  parsmeters 
sssessment qre ~ v s i l ~ b l e ,  so t h s t  the s tudy  is f e a s i b l e ,  

Seismic. c a n d i t i c n s  of the p l a n n e 3  hydropower p r o j e c t  xere 
dete~mined by the C z e c h o s l o v ~ k - I I u n g a ~ i q n  experts * m e e t i n g  i n  

3ratislavs, i n  November 1955,  on t he  bnsis of t h a t  time i n t e r -  

n ~ t i o n a l  experience. S x p ~ c t e d  v q l u e s  of i n t e n s i  ty  were es  t imsted 

on the basis of shrickci occured  in th -  pqst /esp=ci? l ly  i n  Korn4t-nc 

i n  1763/, The study d i d  not  include the  Nsgymsros qren. The 

meteri31 €rom the maqting presents the then vslid ?dercall i-  

C~ncani-Sieberg /PiISs\ sca ie  af i n  t e n s i  ty sn3 - i c c ~ l a r s t i o n  v s l u e s  

/substsntislly chsnged s f t e r  s c c e p t s n c ~  of the Medvedev-Sponheuor 

Ksrnik /MSK-64/ s c s l e ,  Filong the  Dsnube c h ~ n n ~ l  o n l y  to the 

border, L ~ t e r  no addition41 s tudy o f  the  sreR G ~ b E i k o v o  ~ n d  Nagyn 

h ~ d  been car r i ed  o u t  in H u n g s r y ,  n e i t h e r  do we knaw newest 

results from the S l o v ~ k  s i d e ,  In r ~ s p e c t i v e  crises /due t o  tim 

shortage i t  wns n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  study the whole documentation, 

~ p p l i e d  in tkcourse  a0 p l n n n i n g / ,  th% d ~ t s  on s h i f t i n g ,  v e l o c i t y  

en3 ~ c c e l e r ~ c i o n ,  u s e d  in the c o u r s e  o f  p l s n n i n g ,  are  not iden- 

tical wi th thase,  spproved today / s e e  T s b l e ,  compsr ing  the 

d q t s  f rom page 15 of the study No,L4754/9 "Seismic sspects i n  

the stsbility aurvey e t  e ~ r t h  works of ths SHP G-Nt* w i t h  d a t s  

recommended st present, It is necesssry t o  b n v e s t i g n t e  thiir 

effect  on plsnning doeumentstion of the SHP G-N, 

&esently spproved ds t~ 

Degt?ee accel?r~Sion velocity I 

omfs Y 

7 12-25 1-0-2.0 Om5-1.O 50-100 4.1-8-0 2.1-4.0 

8 25-50 2-1-4.0 1-0-2.0 100-200 8.1-16.0 4-1-8.0 



I 
Over the period of ~ i r n o s t  25 yoars s i n c e  the meeting of 

experts in Bratislsv~-, the seismology undervent  9 signif i c a n t  
1 

development snd in the c o n n o c t i o n  wi th i t2also the forecas ting I 

of expected vibrstions snd ahqk~s, T t  wss confirme4 thst  dime* 

s i o n i n g  on the bssis of d s t ~  on i v t e n s i t i e 3  s n d  qccelerstions, 

derived f r om pasr known esrthquskes,?re n6 more sufficient, 

Modern s e i s m o l o g i c ~  parelme ters mus t be bssed on cornplex geolo- 
gic, geaphysicd qnd geodetic s t u d i e s .  auration of r e q u i r e d  

geologics l  investigations m y  be sssessed on ly  on the b~sis 

of evslu~tion of alrefldy e x i s  ting informstion, 'Li thou t them 

i t msy be proceeded o n l y  from the mo,st c o n s e r v a t i v e  a s s u m p t i o n s  

s v ~ i l n b l e  in s e i s m o l o a ,  which will incresse  the invea tmont  ad 

c o n s  t ruc  tion cos t . In the case cnncerned the expec ted i n  t ens i  ty 
v s l u e  i n  the nren  of N q g y m ~ r o s  /and GabEikovo/ would be in the 

range 9,0 - 10,O degree on the bnsis of svail~ble seismologic 

rnfips ~ n d  c s t s l o g u e s  A l u n g a r i s n  E~rthquske Cqtslogue /456.1985/ 

by T. Zs i ros ,  P.blonus, ~ ~ ~ 6 t h .  Budqpsst , 1988, Seismic zoning 

msp of Zsechoslovski~ - versivn 1987 by *J.Ksrnik et ~1,, 

S t u d i s  geoph-et geod. 32, 144-150, 1988, Scheme of Esrthqusko ' 

Provinces, by V. K~rnik, Z-Schenkovi, V.T.3une,'Prs~e,1978/, 

The .meeting of the pmgcFimme of wqstewster t r e a t m e n t  p l a n t s  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  hss been  d e l ~ y e d  on the Hungar isn  as w e l l  9s Cs 

s i d e ,  This WRS one of the c o n d i t i o n s  for the full operstion 
of the Sm EN. It is evident, thst when the Nsgpsroa p r o j e c t  
would n o t  be cons t ruc  t ed ,  the schedule of wqs tewster t r e ~ t m e n t  
p l a n t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  mny be kept  eccording to s i tuat ion i n  n ~ t i o r n l  

economy, It is necesssry t o  solve the problem o f  t re~tment  of 
industrial wsstewsters in bath coun t r i e s ,  as well as decreasing 

of toxicity. As the new studies reve~led, even if a11 these 
c o n d i t i o n s  will be f u l f i l l e d  deterior~tion of wster quality 
c s n n o t  be svoided due t o  eutrophication, o c c u r i n g  in the 

3unskility tesemoir,  



-- It is t o  be taken i n t a  ~ c c a u n t  thst  due t o  N~gymaras p r o j e c t  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  the prolanged r e t e n t i o n  of wster w P l l  r e s v l t  i n  

f u r t h e r  deteriorstion of trophic c o n d i t i o n s  and depositing of 

vscious sediments. In sediment  zones c o n t a i n i n g  toxic s u b s t s n -  

c e s  fermenting layer may be aeveloped / snpropel / ,  &srsc te r i zed  

by putrefactive processes, It is necessqry to prevent  the deve- 

lopment of toxic compou~ds, h s z s r d o u s  t o  huiusn l i r e  even in 

smsll ~ m o u n  ts, 

-- In case of X~gyrnaros  p r o j e c t  construction .i p s r t  of hsz . i r -  

dous subst~nces deposited and wqshed o u t  €rom the inner b i t u -  

menoua c o ~ t i n g  of the diversion c s n s l  msy,und~r s o ~ ~ r e b i c  cond i -  

t i o n s ,  c ~ u s i n g  i n c r e ~ s e d  t o x i c i  t y , ~ n d  due t o  water d i s t u r b s n c e  

p e n e t r ~ t e  i n t o  the  groundw~ter, The h e s l t h  risks of s u b s t s n c e s  

washed o u t  from bitumen,h~ve not been completely studied y e t ,  
ss well R S  consequent effect  on d r i n k i n g  w ~ t e r  supp ly .  

-- If the Nagymsros p r o j e c t  will be c ~ n c e l l e d ,  i t  i s  possible 

t o  renlize pesk  operation ~t t h e  GabEfkovo p r o j e c t ,  though by 

rnesns of  R dif ferent  operation system. However,this p o s s i b i l i t y  

is t o  be excluded due t o  hydrologicsl and e c o l o g i c a l  i n t e r e s t g  

and water q u ~ l i t y  p r o t e c t i o n ,  

-- If the M ~ g y m n r o s  p r o j e c t  would n o t  be constructed,the 

operstian st G~bEfkovo  p r o j e c t  would be vsried, with  r ~ s u l  t i n g  

decress ing of wstor level fluctustion in the Dun~kiliti resrveir, 

f l ow  rste changes snd sedimentstion. On the bssis of dsts on 

chsnged a p e r ~ t i o n  i t  is necisssry t o  ~ s t i m ~ t e  the i m p ~ c t s  on 
hydrobiology snd water quslity in the resch Pslkovitovo-Nsgym~ros, 

Tt is 91so necessqry to study the ~ f f e c t  of required i n t e r -  
ventions  on the vpper re~ch,e.g. effect of intervent ions  which 

hsd not been performed ldredging,  bnnk r e g u l n t i o n /  on the l e f t  

side Danube t r i b u t ~ r i e s ,  as wel l  ss Danube c h m n e l  t r s i n i n g ,  



-- If the SHP G-N w ~ u l d  be r e s l i z e d  only psrtly iwithout the 

Nqgïrnsros p ~ o  jectf qnd wi thout  ~ e s k  operstion, t h e  neg~tive 

impscts on env i ronmen t  will n o t  ensue n o t  only in the N~gymaros 

w e s ,  but a l s o  on the  upppr s e c t i o n  o f  the  river power p r o j e c t  

s y s t ~ m  t h ~ y  would be rnodersle. However,also in t h i s  cqse the 

regul~tion of groundw~ter conditions qnd mensures f o r  prevention 

I of w ~ t e r  quslity deterioration would be  requ ired ,  t h e i r  prov id ing  
being sn ecologic~1 precondi tion f o r  the  S-IP ope r s t i on ,  

-- There is  not consid~red p l ~ n t i n g  of trees i n  the  3esie;ns. 

',\b~re t h e  f l ood  c o n t r o l  measures sllow t h e  q f fo re s  t s t i o n ,  we 

recomend i t, t h u s  m q k i n g  the d y k e  zone  more sesthetic, 

_- For  r e l i s b l e  forecqsting of ecologicql  imp~ct3 of the SHP 

system 9 continuous monitoring i s  required, lnscing st l e ss t  5 
ye s r s  from the  slsrting of  G4bEfkovo operstion, ' 

Emphss i s 

is to be plsced on the study of 911 b i o l o g i c s l  i n d i c ~ t o r s ,  

reve~ling the changes of e n v i r o n m ~ o t ~ l  conditions, 

-- The concept of industris1 deveioprnent hss n o t  been worksd o u t  

neither on H u n g s r i ~ n  n o r  on SlovPk terri tory, and thus i t is no  t %. 

p o s s i b l e  to estimste the expected i n d u s t r i 9 1  p o l l u t i o n  snd 

necesssry con trol mewures, required for long-term SHP operation, 
Concept of industris1 development in the concerned r e g i o n s  is 

r e c o m e n d ~ d *  

-- An impart~nt objoctivp is t o  i n t e r c o n n e c t  the geoiagy snd 

the system of monitoring, the protection of geologicsl mnbient, 

survey of hydro-geologic~1-sedim~!nt010gicnl mensuring systems, 

s y s t ~ m ~ t i t  ~erogeolog ics l  m o n i t o r i n g ,  'investigstion of the 
I 

conditions in undisturbed soils by mesns of geophysical psnetro- 

1 meters, cantrol of protection dykes conditions w i t h i n  the dis- 
pstching system, e t c ,  The topmost priority is t o  be plsced upon 
the monitoring systems of seismic signais, which should be 

l 
developed in R network h~rmonized with the ÇS psrty. 



-- 'Xi th regsrd t o  the  cornplex SFfP G-N i t is of impar tsnce  

t o  work; o u t  ? campfex r e p o r t  on geologic-tect~nic, png inee r ing -  
geologic , hydrogeologic , environmen tsl-ecn~ogic~l-geol~~ic 

resesrcg, on the region~l s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  p o l l u t i o n ,  on the 

study of filtrstion c s p q c i t y  of the soil-formina substrste, 

This report should be e s t i r n ~ i t ~ d  by sril experts *¢~mmission, 

which would  s e l ec t  the key issues f o r  d e c i s i o n  m k i n g  on car -  

responding l e v e l .  If the  fiagymsros p r o j s c t  would n o t  be r e s l i z e d  , 
t h i s  s h o u l d  b e  performed ~ l s o  f o r  the varisnt s o l u t i o n .  

-- Ensuinç from the insdequate seisrnologic s u r v e y  an i n t e n s i t y  

in the  rmge 9.0 - 10.0 degree may be sssumed on t h e  t t ' r r i t o r y .  

S i n c e  these  V R ~ U ~ S  R r e  ~ ~ t h e r  h igh ,  it is necessflry br identify 

w i  t h .  h ighe r  precision the earthquqke r i s k  by m e R n s  of R complex 

geologic~l~geophysic91-geobtic study, Tt w a u l d  be u s e f u l  t o  

perform t h i s  study by  m s n s  of C z ~ c h o s l o v ~ k - H u n g s r k  c o a p e r ~ t i o n ,  

--- 3 kinds of dsmage csused by esrthquske on the t e r r i  tory  

o f  SHP Are to be investigsted: 

The r i s k  srising from sh?kos of vsrious i n t e n s i t y  on the 

dyn~micqily r e w t i n g  structures, as w e l l  as the circumstance, 

in whst e x t e n t  the basic s s s u m p t i o n s  w i l l  chsnge on the  bssis 

of new valuos of s h i f  t i n g ,  ve loc i ty  snd s c c e l ~ r s t i o n ,  

The flood wsve i n  the s e c t i o n  of t ~ i l r q c e  i s  t n  b e  consi- 

dered and sirnulsted,  which would occur i n  crise of s t r u c t u r e  o p e n i r g  

or of i t s  enclosing hasis, and which would d i s p l s c e  the  bottom 

sediments ~ n d  convey them t o  o the r  places ,  which c m  h ~ p p e n  

on the whole reach N s a m ~ r o s - B u d ~ p e s t ,  

'h'flter level increasing in the direc t ion  t o w ~ r d s  d ivers ion  
canal dut t o  e v e n t u ~ l  structure clos ing is to be studied and t o  

arorkii .out preventive meRsures f o r  this case, /Resul ts  of Slovak - 
mode1 experiments RPP no t av~ilsb1e , ~ , 3 ~ ~ t i s l ~ v ~ , c o n c ~ r ~ i n ~  

the structures in G~bEikovo snd Dunskiliti/, 



It may be ststed, that over the period of p l ~ n n i n g  qnd 

desigoin& of the cons truc t i o n ,  the enviroomen t ~ l  impsc t s  on 

the nmbient and effects  on watpr qunlity hqve not been s u f f i -  
ciently considered, A t  present,it is n o t  possible ta mke a 
complex evslustion of the impscts on e n v i r o n m e n t  due t O the 

complicnted ecologicsl processes, scarci ty of m e s s u ~ e d  d a t ~  

end computations, 

C a t ~  of a monitoring system, op~rqted o n l y  f o r  7 shor t  

p e r i o d  and i n  limited ares,are not sufficient for f o r e c s s t i n g  

of e v e n t u s l  long-term impscts,  As to ex tend  snd precise th0 

t s t e d ,  Expected m t ~ r  quality c h s n g ~ s  w i l l  r e s u l t  in chsngea 

of aquatic  l i f e ,  s a i l  f e r t i l i t y ,  and recreation pstterns of 

the region, i n f  l u e n c i n g  the tourism, 
I 

Thp highest risk is ~ r i a i n g  from drinking water quality 

deteriorstion, e n d ~ n g e r i n g  living c o n d i t i o n s  of 3 mil-of p o p u l s t i  

Budspes  t, J u n e  ' 23. 1989 



Annex 62 WORKING VERS ION 

A ~ S T R A Z T  M A T H I A L  

(Translation) 

Professions1 summriry o f  r i s k  ItRctors e n s u i n g  f rom e c o l o g i c s l  

kqzards,  .which i n f l u e n c e d  the decision of the Zlungar ian  

Government to suspend  the works s t  the N~gymaros Pro j e c  t 

- ,  

XIAPZST, June, 1989 

The summ~iry and b i b l i o g r ~ i p b  do n o t  i n c l u d e  the whole s c i ~ n t i f i c  

documen t s t  ion of the Sya t e m  of hydropower pro j e c t s ,  snd presen t 
only an excerpt of m?terisls, which were n o t  considered p r e v i o ù s l  

and which inf luenced the d e c i s i o n  t o  discontinue the works. 



Zanditionç, defined by the H u n g ~ r i q n  Parlinment in September 

1938, plqced the topmost p r i o r i t y  upon ecolagics l  aspects ,  which 

m u s t  be considered in the operat ion of the System of Xydnpower 

Projscts 6qbEikovo-Nsgyra~ros /S;IF G-N/. The planned system 

would i n f l u e n c e  the Austrian-Szechoslov~k, :zechoslov~k, fram 

ckm 1842 t o  the Ipel' r i v e r  mouth 86 % of the Czechoslovak-Bun- 

g ~ r i a n  reach of the Jsnube, and i n  addition, i t would ex tend  t o  

rkm 1696 on the Hungarian resch,  snd would d e c i s i v e l y  change 

i t s  hydrologie, hydrobiologic , ~ i n d  e cologic charac t e r  and t h e i r  

f u n c t i o n f i l  character .  This r e ~ c h ,  the main r i v e r  ch~nnel, f l ood  

p l a i n  nnd d e ~ d  br~nches~create R nomplex sys tem,  the elements of 

which being i n t e r c o n n e c t e d ,  nnd undisturbed f u n c t i o n  and r e s u l t s  

of eqch s u b - u n i t  are eseential f o r  existence %nd function of 

o t h e r  sub-units end types.  Since the  river ~ n d  i t s  flood plains 
d e ~ d  brsnches create sn o r g n n i c  u n i t ,  i t  is impossible t o  d i v i d e  

the dmsges, which would occur  on the "Czechoslovsk" ~ n d  "Hun- 

gs~isn" s i d e ,  

The SHP G-N construction would influence the living c o m u n i t i e s  

 long the  rive^, the forests in the  flood plains, dead branches 

and marsh-ridden Rreas, the most f e r t i l e  qcà~3  snd diverse l o c s -  

l i  ties wi t h  special f a u n s  snd flor~, Far the ir  maintenance 

the stre~ming conditions i n  rivers R r e  d e c i s i v e ,  and ~t thesime 

time they are important f o r  keepeing the  life and water q u ~ l i t y  

in the rivers, 

Due t o  river training rind exploitation the extent of t h e  n ~ t u r a l  

conditions hsd been confined not only in our country, b u t  slso 

in Europe, hence it followa, thnt the value of remaining terri- 
tories is ever i n c r e ~ s i n g ,  



Direct and i n d i r e c t  e f f e c  t s  e x e r t i n g  inf luence on protection 

Displ~cement of the old  D ~ n u b e  channel ,  w ~ t e r  l e v e l  fluctustion, 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  of weirs, f l o o d i n g  ef lands ,  f e l l i n g  of trees snd 

prepar~tion of the c o n s r r u c t i o n  s i tes ,  chsnge of n u t r i e n t a  in 

the  r e m ~ i n i n g  strem, dmming  üp of branches, p l ~ n n e d  develop- 

ment  of r e e r e ~ t i o n  aress jaopsrdize, and partly slrmdy chsnged 

those terri t o r i e s ,  

~iversified living org~nisms of those t e r r i t o r i e s  sre esssn t iq l  

f o r  keep ing  processes,ss river w ~ t e r  self-purificstion capscity 

f i s h  s t o c k s ,  etc.,which represent Rn economic vs lue  difficult 

t o  be expressed i n  f i n n n c i ~ l  rnesns. It WRS qlso ststed t h s t  

some of thoss processes, a9 f o r  i n s t ance  the genetic v ~ r i e t y  

o f  the n a t u r d  f l o o  and fnunp, would r e p r e s e n t  in the near  

f u t u r e  very high economic values ,  

The value of produc t s ,  obtained d irec  tly or indirec t l y  f rom the 

n~tural l i v i n g  orgsnisms, msy be estimsted a3 220 bi1.d~ $ per 

YeRr9 

Essentid psrt crente p r o d u c t s ,  gained from wild p h n t s  or 
s n i r n ~ l s .  Only R negligible p s r t  o f  n a t u r ~ l  f l o r ~  hsd been inve- 

stigated Srom t h i s  p o i n t  of view, however preserv~tion of the 

n s t u r ~ i 1  l i f e  is the pr ime o b g c t i v e  for n e s t  snd f a r  economic 

development, 

l 
At present,emph~sis is p l ~ c e d  on three ecoïogic4l functions: 

1, Bio log icn l  self-purific~tion, resulting in purification of 
1 Oûû 000 - 5 000 000 m3 of sewage waters, discharged in t a  

rivers /the volume of dnily sewage ef fl'uen t s  mounts t o  
3 100 000 m3, d u r i n g  p rec ip i  t~tion t o  500 000 m per  dny on 

1 

the Hungnrian side, on the Czechoslovsk side i t  is t en  times 

higher/. A t  minimum plsnned disch~rge in the o l d  Danube 



chsnnel the biologic~l processes &il1 be u n f ~ v o u r ~ b l y  

i n f l u e n c e d  by w ~ t e r  l e v e l  fluctuation and f l o w  rnte 

. decre~is ing .  The orgsnic load and s s p r o b i  ty w i l l  ingresse ,  01- 

the biologic mRteëi~1 developed w i l l  be washed i n t o  the Danube 
due to f l u e  t u s t i o n  on periodic~lly flooded sreas, and' tkere  

i t wili undergo decomposi t i o n .  The ef f iciency of s e l f - p u r i -  

ficatioh processes will d e c r e ~ s e ,  s i n c e  under chsnged flow 

ra te  conditions ~ l s o  the free oxygen ~ m o u n t  will decreqse. 

The elimination of d e ~ d  brsnches will r ~ s r ~ l t  in decreqsing 

of interception s n 3  sssimil~tion capsc i  ty of the whole 

s y s t ~ m ,  bringing  bout i n c r e s s i n g  of n u t r i e n t  c o n t e n t  in 

Incressing of t r o p h i c a l  poten tial in the D ~ n u b e  -amter 

shows t h n t  s ince  e ~ r l y  60-ieth the plsnkton growth i n  the 

Dqnube incre~sed t e n  times, th? ch lo rophy l l  c o n t e n t  nea r  
3 R R J ~ s  exceeded in seversl yesrs the v s l u e  100 mg/m . 

;;%en the first  messures t o  ~ b ~ t t e  e u t r o p h i c a t i o n  of the 

bay Kessthelyi in the 3 ~ 1 s t o n  L4k& started the  maximum 
3 ! c h l o r o ~ h ~ l l  smount wss 60 mg/m , According t o  t h i s  ihdex the Dahube 

w ~ t e r  is c l ~ s s i f i e d  as hypertrophie. Varistion of f low 

rs t e s  will r e s u l  t in subs tan t i ~ l  c h ~ n g e s  of the men tioned 
3 

s t ~ t e .  The phosph~tes c o n t ~ n t  npnr R s j k s  Rrnountsto 100 mg/m,  
3 n i  tr~tes-ni t r o g e n  ~ b a v e  3000 mg/m , These concentrstions 

R r e  much higher  49 t o  l i m i t  the rste of p l s n k t o n  growth. 

It mFiy be necesssry in d r i n k i n g  wster t r e q t e ~ m t  t o  remove 

p l s n k t o n .  In w e l l  wi th b m k  infiltration the p l ~ n k t o n  sedi- 

nient3 m s y  cause relessing of m g m e s e  or i r o n ,  c w ~ s i n g  

unfsvour~ble t s s t e  snd odour, or eventusl ly  accurence of 
toxic msterisls. 



The cost Eor &inkisls water suppfy oz Sudapest will iriçrezse. 

2. The subsoil. on the river hed provides s-plying of nells wim 
hiqn water qurlity by means of bznki infiltration. The regions 03 

Emgary w i t h  ths most densely papulatea areas and most 

inâustrializeci loçalities occur dowastzeam, r L e i r  dr ïnkhs water 
supply being the Danube. The prime objec~ive  m s t  by -suring a d  

p r o t ~ c t i o n  of this uzter resource. 

Due to the planzed Nagymaros backater t b ~ s e  territories, 

a6 ci r ik iag  water s-plies occurinc the re ,  m y  be eeâa5ereu, 

as well as t he  w a t e r  rEsources for Suàizpest- Downstreâm of the 

1 Nagymaros projecc tne D c n u b e  river ch=el is gecting deeper, mu 

shoulà e âr tFf ic i&i ly  deepened, with resulting wel7 yield 

decrezsing, occurinq tbere  a d  ~eing szpolked by bar? 

I Nagymaras r e ~ e p o i r  will be successively coverecï w i c h  sediments. 

w n i c h  cou ld  be contarninatea with be~vy wtals .  It w i l P  be 

nscessaq to perfom dsedgiag a i  c i u ~ i n g  of sediments. In case 

of wzter level iccreasing the water m y  reacfi zhe Dunhtul karsr: ~ wzters ad çon~amina~e a e m .  Due to &e&ing old se&ïilents nny ~ corne a l s o  t o  surface , containinq tars a6 heaxy metals /mercuq-/,  

with ensuing hazzrds. 

3 .  Living organisms of the ~Lluvial plains a d  dead brariches, 

w h i c h  ze e x ü q l e s  of "biodiversityn i n  the c a c r a l  Europe, h c ~  

a siocif icant roi@ for maintrining mrny r x e  and endangereà 

species (for instance 60 types of birds nest ia this environment I 
1 - Ciconia nigra, Ardea prirpufea, Cznncrodius ~dbus, Fialisetus 

I 
I 

l 
amicilla),  several types of duc& s*sing birds. etc. The l 

I 

t e n i t o r y  2s a biosphere of rare protected amphubians, f i sh  

bearles. The Internationfi union for  protection of N a t u r e  - 

included the Slo* D a n d i a  territory i n r o  the l i s c  of 
internationally sigpif icant territory. The protection of the . 1 I 
D a n u b e  I s l a d  a i e n t  5s the CasIr 



is the t ~ s k  of the  uth ho ri ty ~zigetkozi T4jvédelmi ~orzet, 

17 protected terriroties will be jeopsrdized in Ç l o v ~ k i n ,  

AS well as 28 t e r r i t a r i e s  proposed .ia p r o W c t e d  tsrri.tmries. 

Their preservstion is endangered by the construction works 

end planned o p e r a t i o n .  Similqrly the system of c o r r i d o r s i  

proposed by  the Slovsk Ac~demy of Sciences /SAV/ woiild be 
1 

meaningless, since th@ populstion o f  p ro tec ted  s p e c i e s  will 

decresse  i n  s u c h  e x t e n t ,  that t h e i r  mnint~nqnce f o r  the f u t u r e  

will be impossible, Alluvial plains of r i v e r s ,  qnd c o n s e q u e n t  

c n ~ r a c  ter is t ic  sbd d i v e r s i f i e d  b io tops  and l i v i n g  cornuni t i e s  

h ~ d  been d e c r e ~ s e d  t o  minimum i n  the whole Sucope due t o  

r i v e r  t r a i n i n g ,  cons t r u c  tion of d ~ m s  snd power plsnts. T h e r e f o r ~  

the signific~nce of remaining t e r r i  t o r i e s  is ever i n c r e a s i n g .  

Alluvial p l s i n s  s l o n g  the Danube i n  A u s t r i s  hsve been desigmd 

as a n s t i o n a l  park,  i i l though their dimensions . d i v e r s i t y  of 

s p e c i e s  i ç  subs t ~ n  tiqlly s m ~ l l e r  as e x i s t i n g  i n  territories on 

the  concerned ~z~choslovak-Hung~rian Dsnube resch. 17 % o f  

the t o t a l  fisch cstch cornes € rom these sec t ions .  The most im- 

p o r t a n t  5 f i s h  species csn live o n l y  i n  stresming waters, 

Under envis~ged c o n d i t i o n s  they w i l l  not be sble t o  survive  

neither in Dunskili ti, n o r  in Nsgymsros r~servoirs. ':;ithin the 

resch  of the Danube r i v e r ,  o c c u r i n g  i n  the  Dsnube Islsnd t ~ r r i -  

to ry ,  80 % of th9 t o t s l  f i s h  s t o c k  reproduce ,  t h u s  being of 

importance f o r  the whole Hung~rian Danube resch 4s fqr as the 

f i s h  scock m a i n t e n ~ n c e  is concerned. The p o t e n t i r i l  d e c r e ~ s e  

of spswning  places  would br ing  abou t  extinction of the s u b s t a n -  

tiql p a r t  of the fish s t o c k  on the H u n g ~ r i ~ n  resch of the 

klterstions in f low rste charscteristics, changes in b e d l o ~ d  

and n u t r i e n t  ~imounts in w ~ t e r  w i l l  b r i n g  slbout reduc t ion  of 

living cammuni t ies,  of microscopie wster orggnisrns, which 4re 

sggin very importsnt as food f o r  lsrger orgsnismsm or mimals. 



A s  consequence,ch~in deleterious effects w21l.be c r e ~ t e d  in 

l i v i n g  conditions of  quat tic l i f e  of higher geners and 

of water quality. The msjority of floodplain forest ecosystems 

remained in the ~ 1 1 u v i ~ l  plsin d o n g  the Dqnube in Hungary, 

This r i c h  f o r e s t  ecosystems are dependent  on the wqter supply 
3 f rom the  Danube, Alresây a t  the discharge of 600 m / s  the 

drying up of f o r e s t s  b e g i n s  i n  the  f l o o d  plsin, and ~ccording 
3 t o  the p r o j e c t  o n l y  200 m / s  w i l l  f l a w  in the old Danube 

c h s n n e l .  In respec  t i v e  p a r t s  of the D ~ n u b e  I S ~ S R ~  groundws t e r  

level decre~ i s ing  by 4-6 m may be expected ,  which c s o n o t  be 

compensated by the seepsge system,  Present f l o o d p l s i n  f o r e s t  

ecosystems are m o r e  p r o f i  table  ss the f o r e s t s ,  plnnned t o  be 

p lanted  i n  t h o s e  losslities, thus aiao forest msnsgemnt will 

be dam~ged .  The d i v e r s i  ty of  t r e e s ,  c r e a t i n g  presen t r i v e r i n e  

woodlnnds,is rather unique.  Its dissppesr~ncs will drstic2lly 

decreasg ~ l s o  the passibilities of their cultivstion.It is 

g e n ~ r ~ i l l y  riccepted ~ i s ' s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge thet the diversity 

of life on the earth is essentis1 fk k e e p i n g  the l i f e  of 

human beingsa 

In our c o u n t r y  there is p r a c t i c ~ l l y  no n ~ t u r a l  t e r r i t o r y ,  

which is not  ~ f f e c t e d  by man s c t i v i t y .  Therefore, i t  is 

necesaary in p l ~ n n i n g  ~ c t i v i t y  of any kind,to cnrefully con- 

sider the l o c d  i m p ~ c t s  and estimate them as t o  w o i d  ~ l l  aele-  
teruous e f f ec t s .  Prof,  Jakucs PA1 worked o u t  R min$progr~mme 

of e c o l o g i c ~ l  resesrch o f  the SHF E N  for OKTH in 1985 on the 
basis of the r e g u l a t i o n  "Çystern of conception snd requirements 

for the survey of ecological  irnpsctsa. It may be stqted,  thst 

up Lo the present only p ~ r t i a l  s t u d i e s  hnd been csrried o u t ,  

which cannot provide sctusl ecologicsl results. The extended 

ecological commission of the Rungssisn Ac~demy of Sciences 
,&TA/ sgrred with this ststement on A p r i l  20,1989 a d  sccepted 

this opin ion ,  It is our duty ta  l e ~ v e  to our descendants s 

habitable environmemt, with ~ c c e p t ~ b l e  living cond~tions. 



Re~lizstian of the plsnned SHP G-N construction would resul t  in 

s i g n i f i c s n t  izpsirmont of environment, of l i v i n g  orgsnisms 
in the concerned t e r r % t o r y , w d  af  ecologic~l processes, i t  
would r u i n  irre trievsble l i v i n g  communi t i e  s or reduce theni, 

Thus considerable economic and e s  t e  t i c  i n j u r i e s  snd lasses would 

follow,unfsvoursbly influencing ~ l m o s t  3 hslf of the Hungarian 

Danube sec t i a n .  

The p r o j e c t  is in contradiction wi th o u r  responsibili ty to 

provide healthy, safe  and ~ c c e p t s b l e  enviruriment f o r  p r e s e n t  

inhabitants of the count ry  snd f o r  f u t u r e  generations, Thus, 

it is n o t  possible t o  c o h s t r u c t  the SHP G-N according t o  the 

o r i g i n a l  concceptian and t o  o p e r s t e  i t ,  

k mnjor p a r t  of u n f ~ v o u r ~ b l e  impscts on the e n v i r o n m e n t  is 

csused by p e ~ k  o p e r ~ t  i o n  o f  the hydropower p l a n t  GabE i kovo ,  

Lherefore, we suggest its elimination, thus r n ~ k i n g  the 

construction of the Nsgymsros p r o j e c t  unnecesasry,  and damages 

of the  concerned D ~ n ~ b e  r e ~ c h  end connec ted l o c s l i  t i e  s lesa 

s e r i o u s ,  The f i l L i n g  of the Dunakiliti reservoir mRy be r e s l i z ~ d  
only  sf t e r  construction of sewsge treatment p l ~ n t s  - or sf t e r  

a b t ~ i n i n g  u n i t o m  ~ n d  s u i t q h l e  Danube w ~ t e r  qu~lity. The hsEf 

of the  minimum dischsrge should be pRsaed into the o l d  Danube channe 
3 though 600 m /s fit minimum, thus  d e c r e ~ s i n g  the hsrmful effects 

on living organisas, It is ~ l s o  necesssry t o  c o n s t r u c t  compen- 

s~tory w ~ t e r  systems,: and work o u t  a p r o j e c t  

of WR t e r  discharging, which would ensure systematic moni t o r i n g  

of b i o l o g i c ~ l  phenornena ~ n d  holding p t i m u m  conditions /i . e . 
dischargiwof l ~ r g e r  f low rntes over the priod of fish s p s w n i n g  
or i f  f irs t  signs of forest dry up would be i d e n t i f i d . /  It 

' will be. ~ l s o  necesssry to open the closed systems of o l d  r i v e r  
branches, and create such condit ions ,  which would cernply in 

the beat wsy with the o r i g i n s l  ecologics l  Punctions, 



TidTEB QUALITY 

The term snd concept ion of w ~ t e r  q u a l i t y  is c o n s i d e r s b l y  

nRrrower RS t h n t  of e c o l o g i c a l  r i v e r  condition, -,';ster quslity 

is charsc ter ized  by ssprobity, toxici ty, t r o p h i c 3 1  p o t s n t i ~ l ,  

L k ~ s u r e s  invisaged f o r  the Danube wster  quslity protection 
plqce  p r i o r i t y  upon the organic l o s d  decr~nsing, If i v i t h i n  t h e  

c ~ t c h m e n t  belonging t o  the D ~ n u b e  rasch u p s t r e s m  of Nagym2ros 

o n  the H u n g ~ r i s n  qnd Szochoslovsk tarritory a l 1  w s s t e  waters  

from settlements end industri~l areas will be  t c e ~ t e d  i n  b i o -  

l o g i ç s l  / secondsry/  trestmen t processes, t h ~ n  the dsnger  o f  

law oxygen con t en t  i n  wster is p r o b s b l y  n o t  substantisted. 

/This s t s t e m e n t  does n o t  t s k e  i n t o  considerstion sediments / ,  

S a l t  c o n t e n t  i n  water is i n c r e ~ s i n g  independent ly  on t he  con- 

s t r u c t i m o f  the r i ve r  p r a j e c t s ,  i t s  value is not h a r m f u l  

according t o  p r e s e n t  data,  

A s  f a r  9s t o x i c i t y  is concerned, there  is n o t  4 cornplex im~ige 

a b o u t  tox ic  mstters, e n t e r i n g  t he  river and about  ttseir move- 
ment ,  ~ c c u m u l ~ t i o n  and chsages w i t h i n  the e c o l o g i c ~ l  aystem, 

so t h a t  i t  is n o t  possible t o  estimate t h e i r  i m p s c t  after 

the construction a€' the  river power scheme, 

However, i t  msy be stq ted  thst sedimentstion incre~sing would 

po t e o t i s l l y  incresse a l so  the con t en t  of ha rd ly  ckcomposqble or-  

gsnic m i c r o p o l l u t ~ n t s ,  as well ~s h e ~ v y  metqls o c c u r i n g  i n  the 

mud on the bed. 

Intersc tion of chernicnl compounds and living orgsnisms snd 

t he i r  consequences are often unpredictsble procesaes. Thus 

new substances mFiy develop, more d ~ n g e r o u s  t h ~ n  the o r i g i n s l  

anes. For instsnce it was ~ssumed thst i n o r g ~ n i c  mercury, 
which is tr~nsferred wi t h  w ~ s  t e  waters into receiving waters, 
would be  closed i n t o  the sediments.However it was r e v e ~ l e d ,  



that a n ~ e ~ o b i c  bscteria will trwnsform inorgsnic mercury into 

very t ox i c  compounds, so luble  in wster  - e.g .  'methyl mercury, 

and hy means of the food chsin - p l s n k t o n  snd fish they c m  

b e  consuaed by msn /Ollos, 1999/. Hence it follows, thst since 

in the Danube sediments cRn be identified also c u r r e n t l y  in- 
creasing mercury c o n t e n t s ,  R serious h e ~ l t h  hazqrd mFiy eosue, 

Trophical  p o t e n t i a l  is increas ing  due t o  the K i l i t i  r e s e r v o i r ,  

àeteriorating the  wa t e r  q u a l i  ty. A v s i l ~ b l e  domes t i c  da t s  show, 

t h s t  s ince  e ~ r l y  60-ieth the p l s n k t o n  growth in the D ~ n u b e  

is ten times higher.  Si rn i lm  increase found ? l s o  the research 

workers in V i e n n ~ ,  

Eaximum v ~ l u e  of c h l o r o p h y l l  c o n t e n t ,  char~cteristic f o r  
3 p l ~ n k t o n  growth s t  Rajks,exceeded over s e v e r ~ k  yeqrs 100 ag/m , 

3 at 3 9 j  240 mg/m . When compsrison is mnde, then 1 5  yenrs ?go, 

when the e u t r o p h i c a t i o n  c o n t r o l  ~t the Keszthelyi starteà, 
3 the maximum chlorophyll va lue  w ~ s  determined as 60 mg/m . 

3 According t a  OSCD when the chlarophyll c a n t e n t  exceeds '75 mg/m , 
the water is cl~ssified 9s hyper-trophic. According t o  c o n s i s t e n t  

d s t a  presented  by 2.7'. 3vih?lly,snd Ertl /?s/ t he  p l a n k t o n  in 

the  D ~ n u b e  in the section between Rajk~ and Pisgymaros, produces 
daily 100 t of organic  dry matter. This i n t e r n ~ l  l a s d  is 

exsct ly  the s m e  ss the externsl  investment l o ~ d  of 5 b i l ,  . 
f o r i n t s ,  required f o r  wastewater t r e ~ t m e n  t, 

Loncen tr~tions of phosphates in the Danube water exceed 
3 3 ~ l r e ~ i d y  st Rajka 100 mg/m , and of nitr~te-nitrogene 4000 mg/m , 

These c o n c e n t r ~ t i o n s a r e  of the higher order t h ~ n  thoae, which 

would reduce the v e l o c i t y  of plankton growth. These n u t r i e n t s  
would not disappe~r from wster even if the p l ~ n k t o n  mss wouid 

increase ten times. 

Due t o  amounts of inorgnnic sslts the p l s n k t o n  growth in fjlakes 
is l i m i t e d ,  so thnt e u t r o p h i c ~ t i o n  msy be nbnted. On the contr*ry 



the Danube wster is satursted with n u t r i e n t s ,  so t h ~ t  p l n n k t o n  

may d e v o l o p  exponenti~lly,the p o w t h  depending Qn available 

light. 

The ~ b u n d ~ n t  p l s n k t o n  growth i n  the  H u n g s r i ~ n  Danube resch  i n  

l ~ s t  decades may be consequeoce o f  ceservoirs ,  const ruc ted  

on the upper  r e ~ c h e s  and t r i b u t ~ r i e s  o f  the Dsnube, due t o  

which the  r e t e n t i o n  t ime is pro longed  ~ n d  decreqsing of suspen- 

ded 1093 c r e s t i n g  bet ter  light conditions due t o  l o w ~ r  t u r b i d i t ;  

Accord ing  t o  experts the Dunskiliti r~servoir w i l l  csuçe 

i n c r e n s i n g  of pfank ton  growth ~t l e ~ s t  twice, The V I T X I  

, workers are of similsr o p i n i o n .  Due t o  required p l ~ n k t o n  rernavq: 

t h e  cast of AbStrqction of d r i n k i n g  w = i t e r  from the c h ~ n n e l  will 9150 

considersbly i n c ~ e ~ s e ,  A s  f a r  ss  w e l l s  is  c o n c e r n e d  suppliod 

by bank infiltrstion, mwganese snd iran m y  dissolve t he re ,  

~ n d  s p ~ c i s l  t r ~ n t m ~ n t  methods g r e  then r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e i r  

elimin~tian, Alsa t a s t e  and odour in w ~ t e r  c s n n o t  be exc luded .  

A l 1  these c i r c u m a t ~ n c e  would considerqbly increase the cos  t of 

d r i n k i n g  wster s u p p l y  for Bud~pest, 

The amount  of suspended lmd and inorg~nic matter w i l l  decresse 1 

in reservoirs, however due t o  p l s n k t o n  growth the m o u n t  o f  

o r g ~ n i c  matter will incresse,  The composition of sediments and 

their f s u n s  will be completely al tered ,  the e f f ec t  o f  w-ater 

regime chsnges plciying glso i t s  ro le .  

Prev~iling psrt of o r g ~ n i c  mstter conveyed by wastew~ters 
w i l l  decompose due to the s e l f p u r u f u c ~ t i o n  capscity o f  the r ive1 

but the plankton w i l l  continue to develop even more, Much more 

pl~nkton WRS found n t  Baj thsn a t  Rs~LA, If due to the Dun~kili- 
t i  reservoir the plsnkton growth in the Dnnube will i nc rease ,  1 

I 
i t  may csused concern even in Jugosl~vis, 



It is necesssry t o  gek assurance from Austria,  t h ~ t  no s d d i t i o n a l  

water reservoirs will be cons t ruc t ed ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  further 

w ~ t e r  eutrophicatian, 

In what exten t w i l l  the hydropower , u t i l i z s t i o n  "cont~minste" 

water depends on circumst~nces. Since the wsstewster t r e ~ t a e n t  

does n o t  prevent eutrophication growth, it is, u n f o r t u n n t e l y ,  

n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  meet the requirement, thst the SHP G-N opPr&- 

t i o n  ~ h o u l d  not i r n p s i ~  the Danube w a t o r  q u s l i t y .  



TREATMENT OF YiASTE VATERS 

In cRse of continuetion in the SHP Cr-N c~nscruction it would 

he necesssry t o  reslize a l ' .  costly measures as to prevent, 

+ accordingly t o  rigreements of the i-!ter-state c o n t r a c t ,  the Danube wiiter qua- - - 
s i t y  deter iornt ing  as consequence of the c o n s t r u c t i o n  and ope- 

r a t i o n .  

Before s t ~ r t i r g t h e  damming-up,on both sides - in SÇ ~ n d  Hungqry- 

snd wi thin the whole catchment, the c o l l e c t i o n  and trestment of 

w ~ s t e w ~ t e r s  i n  b i o l o g i c a l ,  ~ n d  i n  some cases i n  chernical t r e ~ t -  

ment p l s n t s  must be provided. Simultsneously with d i s p o s a l ,  

c o l l e c t i o n  ~ n d  neutr~lization o f  municipal w~stewaters also 

treakmen t o f  indus tris1 wsstewa ters  mus t be provided, 

S t r e s s  must be put  on assessrnent and developaent of s u i t a b l e  

dumping sites f o r  trssh snd gsrbsge, 9s t e  reduce the p o i n t  

sources of pollution /legs1 ~ n d  illeg~l dumping sites/, as 

w ~ l l  ~s diffused p o l l u t i o n  sources / e . g .  spplicstion of f e r t i -  
likers, pesticides, h e r b i c i d e s ,  etc./,which will not be  con- 

veyed by wastewsters snd j e o p ~ r d i z e  'the Dnnube wster q u a l i  t y , q s  

well 9s  wster quality of t r i b u t q r i e s .  Following serious issues 

h s v ~  t o  be s o l v e d  b e f o r  dsmming-ups 

- treatrnent of wsstewaters i n  the whole region of the Danube 

Island /5zige thoz/ 
- reduc t ioo  of a p p l i c s t i o n  o f  chernical p l s n t  protection smd f ~ r t -  

- t r e s  tmen t of muni c i  p a l  ~ n d  idus t r i a l  was t e w ~ t  ers discharged 

from ~ o s a n m ~ g y ~ r 6 v ~ r ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of R new reten t i o n  r p s e r v o i i  

for r e d  sludge 

- l i m i t s t i o n  of illegs1 /wild/ dumping s i t e s  
- t r e ~ t m e n t  uf i n d u s t r i s 1  snd municipe1 wqate waters f r o m  cyor 

by means of r n e c h ~ n i c ~ l  snd secondsry b i o l o g i c ~ l  trestment, 

- p r o t e c t i o n  of wnter q u a l i t y  in p o l l u t e d  tributaries /R3bq, 

R 4 b c ~ ,  Msrcsl/, 

- trefttment of heavily polluted srnsll w ~ t e r  strèsms / Brooks 
Cuhn, 3 ~ k o n y d r ,  ~ o n c o ,  Fgnyes, Unyi , ~ e n ~ 4 r m e z o  and Al tsl gr / .  

, 

, - 



- c o l l e c t i o n  and t r ~ h t m e n t  of municipsl qnC i n d u s t r i a l  wsste- 

waters n t  S d b o l n ~ ,  h s ,  lszgr, KomBrom,  ~ l m 4 s f u z i  t op  Labn t- 
I a n ,  Doroz,  Osztergom snd Tatabhya, 

A s  far as wsstewqter occurence in  th^ whole cstchment on the 

ES sida is concerned,  o u r  estimstes qccording t o  the catchment 

areR, p o p u l s t i o n  and existing industry sre, t h s t   th^ p o l l u t i o n  i. 

byseverql orders higher t h s n  i n  Hungriry, 

According t o  the es t i m ~ i t e  of t he  t~rnsnsg~ment A u t h a ~ i  ty of 

the Nor th  Dqnube region lo%dingexpressedas 30D,nine t i ~ e s  

higher t hnn  the Eungnrisn l o ~ à i n g ,  a r e  conveyed €rom the Slovsk 

side o f  the Danube in the reach  R s j k ~ - ~ z o b .  

On the H u n g ? r i m  s i d e  d i s p o s q l  of nbou t 500 000 m 3 / d ~ y  of munici- 

p ~ l  wnstew~ters is to be s ~ f e l y  provided. The c i t y  of ~ y ~ r  ~ n d  
i t s  ~ m b i e n t  is the most  s i g n i f  i c s n t  source  of wnstewsters /80 001 

3 120 000 m /day/, ~ccording t o  available infornscion i t  is e v i d e n t  

t h ~ t  t r e ~ t m e n t  p l n n t s  with required trestment technology csnnot  

be r e s l i z e d  before 1995, or eventus l ly  2000. Another problem is 

the connectian of population t o  the sewersge systems, 

r e q u i r i n g  investment c o s t  50 000 - 100 000 F t  per one s p a r t m e n t .  

Under present economicnl conditions of the country  neither the 
p o p u l a t i o n ,  nor the s t ~ t e  budget  csn  cover  these expenditures. 

Another open i s s u e  R r e  the problems of t res tment ,  d i s p o s ~ l ,  
and s torage af sludge Qrom wnstewster treqtmaqt p l ~ n t s *  which 

is vory of ten h ~ s ~ r d o u a .  

On the hasis of the c o n t r s c t  of 1977,concerning the r e s l i z ~ t i o n  

of SHP G-N, 611 the structures and me~isures~sirned ~t preventing 
or abatement of h~rmful effects on the Danube water quality 
r eau l t i ng  €rom the c o n s t r u c t i o n  and oper~tion, should be re~lized 

w i t h i n  the scope of investment, For fulfilment of t h i s  condi-  
t i o n  there are no f i n r i n c i a l  rrienns for cover ing  these cos ta  in 

H u n g s r y ,  ~ n d  we Rssume the ssme sltu~tion in CSSR* not t o  speak 
a b o u t  the above mentioned eco log ica l  problems, 



The failure or' one reactor in the n u c l e a  power p l a m  in 

western Slavakia in 1977 signalized anotberpotential  radioactive 

Danube w a c e r  pollution - 

It is necessary to get acquainted will al1 çirçumstaaces of 

this f ailure . Besides , tritium was identif ied several tims in 

the Danube reach upstream of Budzpest, which accarciing to 

ixlvestigated sources, & i c i  not origin f m m  Austria or Hungzq- 

If is necessaq to stucy the influence of dams and dykeç 

conçtruccion on rzoj_oactive pollution of the Danube /cue to 

damming-up the retention t i m e  of isotopes is n e ,  on 

sedimentation ad aquatic life. 

Tbe estimation of p o t ~ n t i z l  impacts includes the whole water 

resowces development policy. Slnce the D a u b e  presents the 

drjlik-g vater resource f o r  Budapest, poeantial &ter wality 

deterioration m s t  be considered as a serious zspect .  

As far as the preb-ility of occurrence of above mentioned 

conditions is concernecl, the psobzbility of reservair water 

eutrophication is estimcted as I O O P ,  as %el1 as occur race  of 

saprobiological ~roblems, with resultingr impacts on the  

poaulation, living close to the reservair, nmely in Slovakia. 
Probab i l i t y  of s q r o b i o l o g i c ~  problems in the section 

between the both hydroeïectric p l a t s  is ahout 80%. Larger tlow 

rates in the D a u b e  in humid years =y decrease the  expected 

sexious situation- Changes, o e m i n g  between t he  two 

bydroelectxic plapcs reçult In problems with & M i n g  water 

supply . In case of the construction of the N a g p a z o s  proj ect  a d  

Its operation in addition to uafzvourable effects on wellç, 

supplieci by bank infiltration, aLso C h e  surface water abstt-ac~ion 

currently used technolow wauld aot be adewzce for drinking 

wzter abstract5on. 



'Jster b e a r i n g  systerns wi t h  b ~ n k  infiltrgtion R r e  the n a t u r a l  

w ~ t e r  y i e l d i n g  formstions, hydrsul icci l ly  connecte3 d i r e c t l y  w i t h  

wster s tro~uns ,  h a v i n g  a certqin perme~bility and filtrstion 

cspsc  i ty. Thus  ,qlre?dy f i l  trsted w s t e r  msy b~ wi thdr~wn € r o m  

them, 

From the  geologicsl  p o i n t  of v i e w  i t  is c h s r s c t e r i s t i c  f o r  the 

profile of the  D a n u b i s n  type,  t h s t  u n d e r  1 - 5 m t h i c k  c o v e r  

layer,consisting o f  müd a n d  loess ,vmter  b e ~ r i n g  l aye rs  o c c u r ,  

formed of sand-grsvels, grqvel-snnds or c o s r s e  s a n d s ,  i n t o  

which the  r i v e r  bed is embeded. The t h i e k n e s s  o f  w s t e r  b e s r i n g  

l ~ y e r s  is diverse .  A l o n g  the  Danube downs t r em of KamArno to 

the s o u t h e r n  spur  of the  Csepe l  I s l a n d  t h e  t h i c h e s s  is & o u t  

5 - 10 m b ~ l o w  the lowest W ~ ~ P F  level,however water be~ring 

l syers  ~ e s c h i n g  t h i ckhes s  of 150 - 300 m accu r  on the L i t t l e  

Danube I s l a n d ,  

According to professional estim4te availablo water storsge 
with benk infiltration  long the D ~ n u b e  r e ~ c h  belonging t o  

H u n g ~ r y ,  i .e. B T R ~ ~ S ~ ~ V R  - B u d ~ p e s t ,  s f f ec ted  by SHP G-N, i a  
3 3  bout 2 rni1.m J d ~ y .  From th is  volume a b o u t  0 ,9  - 1 mi1.m /dqy - 

i s  c u r r e n t l y  used for drinking water ç u p p l y ,  0,8 mil. m' 

being ~ i b s t r ~ c t e d  by the :Vater '8orks of the csgi t r i l ,  s i t u s t e d  

on the Szent 3ndre Islsnd, 

Abstrac Lion of waters, o r i g i n a t i n g  €rom b ~ n k  i n f i l  tr~tion, is 

chnracteristic. for Hungpry f irst of 411 in the alluvi~l zone 

d o n g  the Danube, the withdrswn volume b e i n g  ~ l m o s t  i d e n t i c a l  

wi th the volumes, pumped f rom grnundw~ters, WR ter besring 
I ~ y e r s ,  ~ n d  karst waters. 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e  of infiltr~ted wster pumping sa compared 
with other  resources fo l lows  from the fsct, thst even when 

rechsrged from.-.s r e l ~ t i v e l y  small terri tory, the water qusli t y  



is still bet ter  th?n -surfsce wster q u q l i t y ,  i . e .  i t  mqy be 

trented with rel~tively l o w  cost, u s u s l l y  o n l y  by d i s i n f e c  t i o n  

/ espec is l ly  in the sec & i o n  u p s  t r e a  o f  3 u d ~ p e s  t/ ,  

M?in f a c t o r s  d e  termining inf iltr~ted wster  qunlity /physic~l, 

c h e n i c s l  ,and b i o l a g i c n l  charqc t e r i s t i c s / :  

- w ~ t e T  quality 5 n  the stresm 
- s t r u c t u r e  and dimensions of the filtrqtion h y e r  / i n c l u d i n g  

the r i v e r  bed sed iments / '  and the retention time 

- effec t of pumping methods on flow rstes snd  r e t e n t i o n  t ime 

- environmental canditions of wells w i t h  b ~ n k  infiltrstion. 

D r i n k i n g  w ~ t e r  s u p p l i e s  

S i t h  rpgsrd t o  the f s c t ,  thst c o n s t r u c t i o y  snd o p ~ r n t i o n  o f  

SW G-N w o i ~ l d  sffec t psrt o f  the  sbove-men tioned f s c  t o r s ,  
also water q u ~ l i t y  s l t e r ~ t i o n s  i n  well wi th bqnk i n f  iltrstion 

mus t be considered. 

Due to t h e  dyke construction the hydrological conditions of 

the  streem are ch~nged .  W i  thin tho b a c k w ~ t e r  Ares water l e v e l  

will increase / ~ t  pefik operst ion the w ~ l t e r  level f l u c t u ~ t ~  s I 

consider~blyl, f l o w  r ~ t e s  w i l l  decrease and changes in compo- 

sition of the chsnnel material  mny be expected, Genersl ly the 
l f a c t o r s ,  depending  opon the f l o w  rste, msy be chsnged h e d l o s d ,  

s e d i m e n t ~ t i o n ,  oxygen regime, production of orgsnic ni~i t e r i d  

of the phytoplankton,  etc. / ,  As t e  obtsin good wster quslity 
1 
I 

in the stre~m, infiltrsting i n t o  t h e  zone of bsnk infiltration 
/seepsge(,high oxygen concentrations and low c o n t e n t  of o r g ~ n i c  ' 

m ~ t t e r  are required,  Due t o  decressing flow rstes /especislly i 
in riverine zones which Rre of e s e ~ n t i s l  importsnce f o ~  b ~ n k  

I 

infiltration/ the fine suspended l04d ps~ticles together with 

considersbke ~rnounts of orgqnic mstter will sediment  snd c ~ u s e  

c o h ~ i t s g e ,  
According t o  the s tudy, worked out by VIZITERV,  the firm which 

is in leres ted  in S3P E N  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  "in relstively un f svou r -b l  



c o n d i t i o n s M  i t  msy he SSSUIIP~,  t h ~ t  ~ t t  9n sverFige sedimentntion 

of abou t  5 cm about 1 m thicic colmst~ge zone  would detrelop, 

Flow r a t e  decre~sing , lower diffusion and decomposition 
o f  srgsnic mqtter in cl_nyey sedinents  will cqi3se oxygsn c o n t e n t  

decre~sing and remobiliz~tion af i r o n  snd rnsngRmse,snd 

reduction of su lphstes  to hydrogen sulphides,snd of nitrstes 

t o  s m o n i s ,  In the l o w ~ r  l s y ~ r s  of clays snserobic processes 

w i l l  develop. The process of bsnk infiltrstion is hiphly 
dependent  on the l i v i n g f i l m  on the c h s n n e l  bottom / b i o l o g i c s l  

film/, Due t o  b a c h a t e r  this f u n c t i o n  would be dssn=iged. 

These nega t i ve  phenornena ere no t  anly  t h e o r e ' t i c s l  conclusions. 

S i m i l ~ i r  conditions were i d e n t i f i e d  in EIungsry i n  the c o n n e c t i o n  

with r iver  t m i n i n g ,  p~rforrned wi thout  p r o p e r  preliminsry s tudy . 
These data anderperience o b t ~ i n e d  on ~lreridy cona t ruc t ed  

hydropower schemes on the Danube in Austris a n d  Yougo~Lsvis 

h ~ v e  shown, t h ~ t  processes, which wauld tske place a f t e r  

SYP G-N c o n s t r u c t i o n  ~ n d  operstion, would u n f w o u r n b l y  i n f l u ~ n c e  

the amount ~ n d  qual i ty  of presently sbstrscted  d r i n k i n g  wstep, 

esp~cislly i n  the Dsnube mach of the Little D ~ n u b e  I s l s n d ,  

where the r i c h  p o t e n t i a l  wster storsge would be endsngered,  

This would increqse the risk of further incre~sing of environ- 
m e n t a l  impacts in the territory snd b r i n g  sbaut  economic losses 

due to the required t ~ e s t m e n t  of wste~, These envissged cense- 

quences  rire t o  be consid~red when the r e ~ l  socid-economic 

b ~ l s n c e  af the SHP G-N will be estim~ted,as risk elements 

and fsctors, csusing cost  increasing, 

In the course of decision--king on projects ~ n d  on slready 

construc  ted SHP G-N structures I t is aecesasry t o  ~ n ~ l y z e  

the t ~ s k  - the r o l e  of the Dsnube RB m very  complex n ~ t u r a l  

reaource nt the present  s t ~ t e ,  ~ n d  in crise of reslizstion of 

a11 theore t i c ~ l l y  possible technicd el t e r n ~ t i v e s  /see ~ l t e r -  
nat ives  presented by' Taro and col./ 



If,sccording t o  thia an~lysis - stressing the  prime abject ive  
of d r i n k i n g  wster supply-the Sanube is compsred 93 d r i n k i n g  

wster resource snd RS power r e s p u r c e ,  i t  mRy be s t ~ t e d  t h s t  

- the a v a i l ~ b l e  water s t o r a g e  i n  the concerned  D s n u b e  reach h i  t b  

b ~ n k  infiltration, 4 t  present w ~ t e r  s t r e ~ r n  s t ~ t e  and w s t e r  

y i e l d i n g  c ~ p ~ c i t y ,  snd slso w i  t h  r e g ~ r d  t o  water suppfi in 
the future,is the resource w i t h  h ighest  water y i ~ l d i n g  C R -  

p s c i t y  in Hungsry ,  which csn c o v e r  a t  l e ~ s t  50 % o f  the  

consumption w i t h  lowest c o s t  ~ n d  highes t  s s f e t y ,  

- The concerned D s n u b e  r e ~ c h ,  considered as poweT resource ,  

may c o v e r  only 3% of the e l ~ c t r i c  power consumption m d  

with regsrd t o  t o p i c s l  powqr production a l t e r n g t i v e s  

t h i s  production is very expensive snd unrelisble, 

In addition t o  t h ~ t ,  qccording t o  pre sen t  oxperience, the  

utilizstïon of the D R R U ~ P  a9 p w e r  resnurce would decresse 

the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  using the C s n u b ~  wates s s  wster resource .  

T f  the SdP G-N construction will dmage on'iY. by 7.8% the 

p o s s i b i l i t y  ef i t s  utilizstion ss  the resource wi th  b ~ n k  

infiftration,/though higher  damaging c o u l d  be expected/ 

then the t o t ~ l  y i e l d  of the d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  resource would  

be  d e c r e ~ s e d  in FI much gwster extent  t h ~ n  the i n c r e s s i n g  of 

t o  t a1  power production, 

More negqtive image is o b t s i n e d  if the b ~ l ~ n c e  will c o n s i d e r  

the c o s t  snd reli~bility - s m f ~ t y  o f  the  d r i n k i n g  wster 

resource, or eventual ly  of the  o l e c t r i c  power resource,  and 

if we consider as topmost priority d r i n k i n g  wster dem~nd 99 

the bas i c  v i  ta1 pracondi tion. 

From the ~bove-mentioned i t msy be aeen thst the o r i g i n s l  

concept  of SHP G-N i a  sccording t o  to p e s e n t  scsle of v s l u e s  

n o t  ~ c c e p t s b l e  and therefore t he  c o n s t r u c t i o n  cqnnot be 
continued, 



ay the SZP G-N c o n s t r u c t i o n  s i g n i f i c s n t  s r c h e o l a g i c î l  vqlues 
occur ing i n  the Dsnube reach VisegrSd - Zsztorgom w i l l  be 

j eopsrd ized ,  or even destroyed by the b = i c h s t e r ,  

Terr~in surveya in t h i s  r eg ion  s t ~ r t ~ d  in lste 50-i~th, t h a n  

j o i n t l y  wi th  R g r o u p  o f  p~ofessionsls froa t h e  ?lTA E u n g q r i s n  

Academy of  Sciences/ sm~ller ~ r c h e o l o g i c s l  ox$lorscion hsd 

been performed, though this sc  tivity w w  i n t e r r u p t e d  i n  1956. 

Çince 1978 the protection workshavebeenexecutedb~~he~ungarian 

Nstional Museum. R e s e ~ r c h  r e s i ~ l t s  wero publiçhed in ' T a n u b i a n  

Archeological  Reports" / 1979 / ,  and in "Dnnuoisn Archeological  

Repor te r "  /1981/ 

The r i c h  f e r t i l e  r i p ~ r i s n  Dsnube t e r r i t o r i e s  p l ~ y e d  s very  
I import-nt role in the history of thepsrp~thisn b s s i n  s i n c e  

e ~ r l i e s t  times. In the first century  the uppsr  D s n u b ~  formed 

9 p a r t  of the Roman Empire, ~ n d  hsd an i m p a r t ~ n t  s t rs teg '  

significsnce qnd t h i s  hss  persisted to the present time. In 

Middle Ages t h i s  terri tory WRS the cen t re  of the  stste-Hungsry 

/medium regni/. 

Considersble migrstion of n s t i o n s  t o o k  place filong the Dsnube. 

The city of Esztergom wqs the r o y s l  regidence in the  e r R  of 

drpsd line~ge, and wsa built on the lower, endsngered tprrace.  

Roman gu~rd towers , b u i l  t d i r e c  tly d o n g  the r iver  c h ~ n n e l  , w k l l  

be a190 j e o p w d i z e d .  According t o  thestpert  for the ers of the 

Roman Empire-;Soprani SAndor,-there is a dense series o r  guard 

towers and fortresses on 9 border l i n e  7000 km l o n g  in the 

nsnube bend. UnIy in the q e c t i o n  Esztergom - V i s ~ g d d  there 

is 9 l o c ~ l i t y  with four  csstr~mentstions and 24 gusrd towers, 

f r o m  which only one would be p r e s e m d  a f t e r  the SHP G-N con- 

struction Excnvstion of t h i s  chsin of f o r t i t i c a t i o n s  would havc 

revesl A signif i c ~ n  t remnsn t ~ n d  ~ t t r s c  t i o n  fot t o u r i s m .  

Explorstion on seyersl  f i n d i n g  p l ~ c e s  h ~ d  been csrried o u t  

in the psst: 



1, Helembs Islsad /XTIIth centuryJ 

2, Esztergom - Szen t ~yorgyrneta PL - X I .  century/ 

3. Esztergom - i s l a n d  /XI c o n t u r y  
4. Esztergom - S z e n t k i r a l y  / i rp5d er~/. 

I n  this region there sre severs l  f i n d i n g  p l sces ,  not visible, 

which would be dsmsged by earth works exerution, snd  other 

unknown finding pltaces. A t  l e ~ s t  45 endangered f i n d i n g  places 

accur  w i t h i n  the s o u t h e r n  bsnk l i n e ,  15 of which h a v i n g  scien-  

t i f i c  v s l u e ,  12 h a v i n g  g e n e r ~ l  h i s t o r i c ~ l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  snd  4 

sse o b j e c t s ,  which should be uncovered s n d  exposed, T k s e  are: 

1, Esztergom - Szigclt: Bronze e r s ,  C e l t i c  end Rornqn q e t t l e m e n t s ,  

remainders o f  4 church ,  chape1 4nd c imetery f r o m  the Arp6d erc 

2. Esztergom h i l l s i d e  - S z ~ n  t k i r 4 l y :  bronze ers, Z e k  tic-Roman 

settlementa, grsyes; R srn~ll p a r t  of R church snd t i rne t e ry  

from the St .Stephen e r s  - e xplored snd uncovered .  k church 

from X I I  cen tury  with three nsves occurs an the jeop~rdized 

territory, ss w e l l  as 4 monsstffy, These historic~l plsces ,  

though unexplored u n t i l  the present time, should  bi3 preserved. 

3 .  Esztergom - Vizivsros , from XLIT-XIV century. Existing 

m u n i c i p l  protection w ~ l l  is the only one f rom the Dsnwbisn 

f o r t i f i c ~ t i o n s  snd shauld be preserved. S i g n i f i c ~ n t  ~ r c h e o l o -  

g i c s l  ffn* from frem the Middle Age qnd Tutkish ers, are 

supposed t o  occur in the cRve. 

4 .  "KirAlyi V4rosW - Esztergom /King's town/, deeply s i t u s t e d  hic 
r i c d  cen t re  of the town, the most importsnt from th A r p ~ d  

era, the c s p i t q l  of H u n g ~ r y  since the St.Stephen reïgn un t i l  

the Turkish occup~tion, then ecc les i ss t ic  centre. 

5 *  The o ides t  pnrt of municipsl settlement occurs under the 

king's c ~ s t l e ,  There are no written documents frem I X .  - X I I  

century, therefore the s rcheo log icQ sucvey is very importsnt 
The whole territory of the I n t e  king's t o m  was proclaimod 
by the Minsitry of C u l t u r e  as protected area. 10 chruches, 



, j monasteries, hundreds of houses occured in the tawn 

protected by the wal l .  Their remsindets c o n t a i n  v s l u n b l e  
finds 9s for instance the fist m i n t ,  grave stones and 

rem~inders of the k i n g  Béla IV., and i ts  fsmily, Xrcheo-  

logical-historic~l documsnts, hidden on this ter~itory 

i n  the .Bepth of 100 - 400 cm,woiild be source of socisl 

snd nations1 signif icsnce,  

If the hydropower p l s n t  will be reslized, the rnsximum w ~ t e r  

l e v e l  of the Little Danube would be 104,O m above seR l e v e l .  

Memorabilities from X. - XIIf. c e n t u r i e s  sce in t h e & p t h  of 

103 - 104 m, so t h s t  they would be sffected by groundw~ter l e v e l .  

After b~ckwater  their survey and discovery would n o t  be possible, 





I n  the dry r iver  chqnnel  af concerned t e r r i t o r y  ~ l l  r o c k  for- 

mations of the  Dunazug- I3Orzsony mountsins c s n  be çeen,  f r o m  

lsyers of clsyey slices of the upper  Oligocene ,  through vs~ious 

sndesi tes  of Miocene, t o  grqvel-sand for mations. / A f  t e r  the 

main e r u p t i v e  AC t i v i  ty / vo lcqn ic  qc tivi ty/ intensive l i f t i n g  

of the Danube bend are9 occured. This is slso confirmed by the 
i n i t i a l  development o f  upper Miocene ss w e l l  as formstion 

of the Danube v~lley. 

The i d e n t i f i e d  f ~ u l t s  may be c l ~ s s i f i e d  according t o  t h e i r  

d i r e I i o n  i n t o  four cntegories. Since at  l e n s t  2 o f  them my 

be c r e ~ t e d  simultsneously, time shift of the 

developmen t of presen  t p a t t e r n  is probsble .  Prev~iling, visible, 

~ l m o s t  harizontal s h i f t s  sr@ the m o s t  d ~ n g e r o u s  for the e n v i s s g e i  

s t r u c t u r e s ,  if the processes are n o t  finished ye t ,  

Simul t ~ n e o u s l y  wi th  the de t ~ i l e d  description o f  t e c  t o n i c  

processes i t  W F L ~  required t o  o b t s i n  r e l i a b l e  imsge on ~ b r i i p t  

seismic phenornena. 

A j o i n t  C z e c h d o v ~ k - H u n g a r i ~ n  nego t i n t  ions t o o k  plsce in 1965 
in ~ T F ~ ~ ~ S ~ R V R  on the seismic research of the t e r r i  tory con- 

cerned. The protocol of this negotistion wes sigoed by p r o f .  

Egyed ~ ~ s z l 6  e Kézdi irp4d, as well as Vit Karnik. The tseismic 

zones of the concerned terri tory h ~ d  been deslt with ,  de marc^- 

tioo of p o t e n t i a l  ~ c t i v e  areas w ~ s  executed and tasks for 
f u r t h e r  investigation determined, The 19st item of the  p ro toco l  

I Y R ~  RS fallo& ** due to the significnnce of hydrsulic s t r u f  tures 

on the Danube i t  is recommended t o  c o n t a c t  the b e s t  professionals 

f o r  the p r e p s r ~ t o r y  works and designing ... n 
The seiimic observatory of MTA w4s not  asked for caoperation 

oveF the deaigning,  thus the me~surements  on esrthquskp b z a r d s  
could  not be csrried out, 

VIZITERV hsd deslt with the sdequnts dimensioning of SHP G-N 

structures dur ing  dimensioning, considering the s ~ f e t y  in 



cfise of earthqu~ke, -9 part O:' r e s u l f s  ka5 &lsc ~i ic i i s r ,ed  /:dis- 

t é t h  Endre: ~ t a b i l i t y  of SIiP G-N in c s s ~  of earthquaken,/vi- 

z ü g y i  kozlemények, Vol .LXIX, p. 184-2551. There qre sever91 

mis t skes  i n  t h i s  msteriql, one o f  the most s e r i o u s  Deing 
the application Of a table for the i n t e n s i t y  ciegrees of enrth- 

q u s k e s ,  a s c r i b i n g  f o r  respect ive  s tsges f o r  h o r i z o n  tsl sccele- 

r a t i o n  4 - 5- t imes  lower value t h s n  the  p r e s e n t  seismic s tandgr<  

fid!aousl of  sismologic~l observstory, Repor t  53-20, published b . ~  

v ; o ~ l d  D ~ t u  Çenter  A f o r  Solid Uarth Geophysics,l979/. 

T h ~ t  mems, thst lower shaking is c o n s i d e r e d  and the constructic 

o f  SHP G-N is dimensioned for w e ~ k e r  esrthquakes, 

The Çlovsk Ac~demy of  Sciences publish~d i n  1988 Rn a r t i c l e ,  

desling wi th  e s r t hquskes  in centrs l  Zurope.  I t  is rem-ickqble 

i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  t o  s t a t e ,  that consider~ble p s r t  of fault lines 

of \Test C g r p s t h i n n s  / S ~ O V R ~ ~ R /  s p r a w l  €rom the north t o  the 

N ~ g y m ~ r o s  zone ,  being interrupted on the borders ,  becausep 

- accordlng to Hungsrisn researchers,i t i s  not p o s s i b l e  t o  

identify t h e i r  continuation in the P ~ n n o ~ i a n  Basin. This 1s 

Fin evident con trsdictory ststement and i t is probsble t h a t  
r 

the d ~ t ~  of Czechoslovcik resesrch workers are likely, namly 

t h ~ t  W R ~ ~ I R R T O S  is si tusted in r e l ~ t i v e l y  strongly disturbed 
zone. This is in ~greement w i t h  same Our  r e s u l t s  qnd wi th 

the d a t ~  on monitored e s r t h q u ~ k e s :  

i n  Kornsrom 1763 i n t e n s i t y  9,5  

1783 w 890 
1806 II 785 
1851 n 7,5 

in Esztergom 1934 n 5,5 
in Tereske 1951 t# 6 , s  

in CserhStsu- 
r 5 n y i  1930 n 6 , o  



It is generally known i n  f i e l d  of geophysics, t h s t  long-term 

bresks  s r e  fellowed by big cshskes. /Period of 'stress s c c u m u l a t i o i  

A t  present  9 q u i e t  period w i t h  only  w e ~ k  vibrations s t  KomSrno 

/h = 18 km/ occured. 

\:,ken large e ~ i r  th d ~ m s ,  e s p e c i n l l y  in d e n s e l y  popula  ted arens, 

are t o  h e  dimensioned, up-éo-date methods of c o m p m t i o n  used to 

be applied. Even if we have svail~ble a11 m t e r i a l s  on resesrch, 

surveys  ~ n d  investigations,we mFiy deduce, t h s t  f o r  the s ~ f e t y  

of hydropower p r a j e c t s  in case of e~rthquske A much more d e t q i l e c  
research isjustifiable. /E.g. i t  is n o t  known t n e  e f f e c t  of t he  

structures and b a c k w s t e r  on g e o l o g i c ~ l  . series  of s trsts, on f s u l  t 

l i n e s ,  e t c . ,  snd on the e ~ r t h q u a k e  r i s k  itself.1 

It i s  t o  be ment ioned ,  t h a t  nei ther in thp sreR o f  Gsbfikovo 

thorough seismologic s tudies were c ~ r r i e d  out, snd the exis t i n g  

gealagical  d ~ t ~  were n o t  sdequstely  cons iderpd .  

A s  s conclusion i t mly be  s t n t e d  t h n t  the çHP 6-N construction 

msy c r e a t ~  po t e n  t isl h s z ~ r d  wi th regsrd t o  seismic+t~c t o n i c  

s s p e c  ts ,  
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Annex 63 

Dr. Uchrari ISSA6 
- Govmmea 

BZTDAPW 
Bratislava, Uth Jdy, 1989 

(Translation) Ref. No.SV433/89 

This is rn confimi aur agreement on the Czechdavak - 
Hun- s c i e n ~ c  d i d o n  on temporary i empr ion  of w& 
rrt the N a m  m g e  by the Hun- p-, to be held 
b- July 17 - 19, 1989 The meeting sidi acconhg to our 
p h o n e 4  discuss the agenda in three g ~ n i p s  of experts, viz.: 

- Hydrology and E ~ ~ O , O Y ,  
- Geology and Seismology, 
- Pedology and Apdhuehue  

The Economic Gmup and rhe Sbzmmarg Cornmittee 1Niu p d o m  
k i r  accioities hked to the work of the abme aperr:  groups w h w  
ùme and loacian of discussions d k a g e d  upon at the meeting. 

Arrache4 please 6nd the prepared S t a t e m a ~ t  of Ehto 
Czechaslotrtk party t~ your materid, p ~ e n t e d  ta us June 26,1989. 

I t i d y  Mme thar 40 furth& negotiations will becorne 
necessaq as I expect that the Hungarian p w  muld n o l d  rfie 
cmpor;uy s q p a g e  decision,and would conriaue in the conçtrucrion 
of the N a m  Watmork  

1 am dso amchhg the list of names of C z e c h o s l d  exper~~ 
scheduled to parcicipace in. the r n w .  

1 assume that eadi grap wiI1 p r ~  sep-te & af 
disasions in both laquages which, signÉd by h chaimien of the 
respedive groups, w d d  form ihe mexd to air joint minum. 

cc. C o d e  Havas Péter, 
iluthod~ed P p a l a t i v e  of the Hung- Govemment 
fa the G a E i k o v c ? - N ~ c g  wakwcrks man 





(Translation) STATEMENT 

ofthe-lcrvakpartgbtErel4=-d3f~the 

ofthe- Coimdof theHmq@m 
Peo*-s Republic at the tmqMmrystopw of--- 

of the Nagymaros w - d  

The materials m-ae  p r m &  a~ the CzechasIovak E r n b w  in 

Budapest on June 26, 1989 as an Annec to &he leuer addFessed m 
Camrade FkkGk,  K e U u h m a n  of ttie Govenunent of the &SR, 

by the V i c e C h a i m  of the ~MinisrtriA C O U  of the Kun- 
People's RRpubLic- 

The rnaWs are canstituted by &ie follawing donmenci: 

1. Documem prepared by the ad-hm Con im ie  of the 

Htrngarim A ~ t d e r n y  of Sciences ari the &cts of irnplaaimcicln or 
non-implmentarion of the Na-= watuwork upm the L v h s  
enviramen< ecology, wter qualie and setmdogy. 

2. Doment, designateclas Eqatsummaryofriskhdms and 
ecologid b z d s ,  considered by the C m d  OF rhe 
H u n g x k  People's Republlc whiIe discussing its remlution to 
intemrpt consmaion worb at the Nagyrrmr~s s&ge aE tbe 

GaEhvo - Na- a - a t m &  



At the beginning of design work on the p m j a  of mmpIex 
u-tioa of &e Danube R i e  remrces, the &R Gafemmeat has 
bg its August 26, 1953 resoluticn assignecl to the Caxhoslovak 
A c a b y  of sa- (C~AV), t k  SI~vak A=&Y of S Ü ~ ~ C -  CsAV 
and the ~ o s l o v a l  A g i a h m l  Amdemy (&X) the m k  to 
foHw the psojea developmen~ and to irritiarively reader &aar: 
asïstmce tu the skïigners. (&AV had h e d  15 and SAV 6 gxoups 

of q e m  for the purpose). The d t i 4 x i p h q  appfoach ta the 
preparan'on of utihzatim atmabied ~ O U S  professional teami and 
the çooperatia of xkntists from boEh coumies, the mg-  

People's &public and the CzediosIcmak Socidist Republic, - 
commericd al: that time. The d t s  as w d  as ~ d r n ; c r a l  salucions 
w e  considerd as a joint outccrne of waks by both parties. 

Ten years latm the Goriemmenq by its No. 652/63 
sesolutioa dated June 23, 1963 o r d d  the Deputy Prime & m e r  
and the &airmm a f  the Smte C o d =  hr D d o p r n e n c  and 
C~ordinarîon of Science and T&oIogy to *%in - d o n  
tfrith the Ministef of Agriculmre F m  and Water Mimagement, the 
W e r  cd Consmrction, and ttie Minister appoint& as Head of the 

Centrd Power ~ndusts)l Ahmus# 
. . 

ti-a cmnprehemive pmject 
mecenid with basic d d chdoprritnt ckumwitation of 

the Wükwvo - Nagymarm W a m r k s  System invtstn3at prwjecr. 

This task had k e n  resolved at six main w o r l r p b ,  a& of whom 
LnvoZved the c00pmarim of two ta eighs ~esearch imimks. 

A symposium was hdd April29 - 30,1965 in Bratislava on Che 
Gal5kmo - Nagymarm Wa- S ~ e m  and &cm of ttie 
emironm- c b k d  by Amdtmia'aa~ MUS (am&kam~ and city 

hdscaping), Dub (pyafer managemerit) and Mucha (human 
medicine and hpsiew). Che of rhe fundamatal reports ai the 

symposium w ritled "Bidogical M e m s  of the Cou- prepared 
by ~ e r e ~  of the U V  W t u k  of R e g i d  Bidogy. 

-4r spmpxium, q a n k e d  in May 1W by the SI- 
w== m g m e n t  Cornmitte OF CSvrS fuaha E- were 





P h  of Ofthe greata ~ O V O  - Naggmaros ares, i n v d w  a 

e o r p  in eraçess of 300.C90 hecmes. f h a e  arc many d th- at 
the ~ c k s 1 0 ~ &  and later on the Hmgarian side ~membaiog d x  
fiequent munul on the inauence upon natual and living 
mvhnmenc held ova many y- Ion$ More sub&on of the 

Biolo@d Proje& The Territmid Plan was lacer conrinu& and 
updated by the 1386 Amendmen& md Supplemerm fh-, 
speci*fically concemeci with p;urs of ibe arra berween the bypass 
canai and rfie main Danube river cfianaet 

On the base of this broad cwpgation of yeais the 
GxchosIovak - Hung:arim CammiEe Fur Ecwomiç and SawciGc - 
Technologid Coopmtion has a s k d  the S h - n k  and rhe Huoguian 
Amdemie d Sdenoes to i n c o r p o ~  a joint g m e n f l c ,  
hydro1ogic.l and biologid projecc into their rtspecdve 

working programmes of 1981 - 1985, *th rhe purpose of 
deepcaiog of the s&ntis~ knowiedgc lwel an the issue, invoivtng 
wer cp&y, bidon etc or in s h a ~  tfie ecology in cmnectim 

with consrmaicm d the ~ o v e N a g g m a r n s  Wa- S y m m .  

The gaal was specified as w o n  OF ecdogÏcal M e d g e ,  h m  
açpects of a p d 1 c  Improvacmt or conservation of the 
environment ta the mxhmm ex$mt pm*, or of rriinimking any 
acEversc efferts as mi@ result in m e c c i o n  Nith Sie Warerwab. 

The Amdernie in b th  cmmû%zs have estabushed their 
relennt -ch pro-- unSed theIr mtifi&Iogi=, as& 
on die methmis of mutmi clooperatian, etc. ?bis c-cm and its 
des o b M  d present time were publishwl by 
E.Weismann and lDaubner, M d e r  Comqxmdent of the -y 
in a Navé S l m  supplemen~ (No. W1989) and noc 
-d h m  It caa howwer be aatd thac this ~oopemïan of 
CmzhdDOak and fhagxim denrists and -dans has b e n  
b-g hit. Many of thek p m p d s  were accepted and s w d  of 
theni *cd br r d k a t i ~ 1 1  chuing die & os iaw in fume to 
enable m&um implematadm of the inteest of sides to 
ùnpme heir  i qxd ive  Living ai-wtr. The avironmat must 



Iogidy be impmed at the Czecho5~uvak as well as the Hmgarkm 
side of the ïhmbe there bekg a0 SUdl difTere~icts as tu mclude a 

cammon denominatar. 

It MW however be pO;nt& cnit h~ duhg ail &ese - always 
joincty pdormed - wotks no report cm new aspects has a p p a  
ROT w t ~  new suentific findings preseakd uncil May 13,1389 and in 

ha und i l y  by the cuapemhg Gechwlwak - Hungarian 
scienckrs or at de regular meeMgs of the jokx Opera~Wt Gmup of 
Govermental RepresaBtiva ar dkusim hdd by the Authotized 
Repre~entaciva of the &SR a d  Hungarian gm-ernmm~s. Skdaxky,  
ti-ie October 4 - 7,1988 debate in d ~ e  Hunprhn parliament m a  a h  

concludecl mfth a resdutiw in ~ V O U T  of the GabZkwo - Nagymaros 
W a t e r w ~ r b  Sys rm mnstniction c o n ü n ~ ,  with 317 yeas, 19 nays 
and 31 ab--- Tkis parli=rmenmy dekate =as p r d d  a 
site w e y  in Augwt and Septzdxr 1988 with O* ail members 
of the H u g r k m  pdiament m d i a g  (10 p u p s ,  60 participan& 
-ch king p-5 or a total of 600 repres-tives, including 
media w d g 5  i n k i w i  by hem). 

The Czchoslovak party has al-ys k rn- requests of 

the Hmgaiao p a q .  In 1958 botfi gavemental ddegatlons have 
agreed on caaSmdicsn of t f i c  Nagymaros Sagq in 1983 we have 
acceded to prolong $ie pmject by 4 ye-; and on Ftdm.uy 6, 1989 
we - again upon requm of the Hungarian Party - have agreed to 

=duce duration of the N a g m . m  stage ccmilmction by 15 months. 

W e  have no inforniadon on any sâ&c radts  on w h w  
subuission the Ministerial Cmmc.1 of Hungary has ou the utfi May, 
1989 d v e d  m fmnpmdy uni la tdy intemipt wmELS at the 
N a ~ s E d g t f a r & c ~ ~ ~ o f c w o m o n r k i s i n & ~ v e n f y  
certain new &EL &t îhe May 24,1989 of d~ &SR and 
H u n g a r i a n P d m e ~ i u P i a g u e , M r . A d a m ~ h ; t s ~ t f a a t  
the Czechwlmds bas k $ P  -& ia vim, arid 

chat it is intmed in CuIl mmpledmi of the Wakrwds-  He has also 
declared prepacednm to End, wittrin negokaons of q e r t s  of both 



parties, a solution enabhg a& b d i z a t i o ~ i  af rhe projeat. 

In a &iemomdum of the jime 6, ip@ meting of rhe 
hthor izd  -entativ~~ of &e &SR and Hungû&n pvefaments 
hdd in Budapest the L z d o 5 I d  govmmentd r e p t m t i v e  has 
ammg o t h a  stated ehat aclcmling tn minutes OF the Jme 2, 1989 
sesion of &e Hungarian p a e n t  die guvernment has discrissed 
vari- inhruwicm subdad by panmental bodies, A-y of 

SQenes,  the Board cf ~~ to tfie L M h k t a i d  CQwid, the jaint 
wmtEe s u w g  the wwks d by odzet public oqpnhsions. 
In addition, i%e pvemmeflt had been admanished by numeras 
intamational scie~ti6c establishenfs, prominene personalities in the 

field of scieme etc., and on this base the 
. . - Courid of 

H m  haç resolved to m p m d y  stap wmiks at Nggmaros. 

The Çzechosid p a q  bas b -vin8 aftef @c and 
dcrcummd da& w wh- stmm& the May 13, lm resolutian of 
the Hungzian Minlsterial Chundi m the i cmpa~y stoppage of rhe 
N a g p m x  FC& was b s d  

nie .A~thorized Grrvemmeud Rqmenîa t ive  ctf the &FR had 
s t a d  in his June 26, 1989 Memoranh on the &mission O€ 

documents and letter of ttie Vic&hairmrui of the H-an 
Mnisetlal Counul tu the Czdoslovak Deputy Prime Mioister at th 
Çzechoslovak W a s s y  in Budapest Ihat the HungariaD p w  has 
hfmmed the Gxd~ûslovak party on the 13th May, 1989 on 
temp~ary inteniption d w& at the Nagpmaror Waterwork while 
presenring die material upon which the Hungariui government had 
basai its relevant dadsiaa, cm &e 26th Jurae, 1989 Le. 44 daps later. 

The Himpkm par~y bas pro@ thar Czechosioyak 
gaups should praenr documenmim m die H w  workzeams 
m ~ ~ p r a b 1 e m y c y y i d t h a r f h e ~ u r g R i m e M t i i s e r s ~  
t h t & S R d ~ u n & u y s h o d d ~ d y r ~ i ~ ~ ~ o f s ~ e h d a c  
disnrrsians e d y  Jdy 1989. 'Ibii pro@ appeaRd as ina-te 
when c o n s i d 4 q  rhe M y  delay in the pmmd051 of rrrataials. 



U p  oxnpletion of the m a t i o n  nnd saidy of the hematenal. 
me Cmxhdlovak qlesentadve has U e d  Udv* 
Speaal ReprerentaÉive of tfia H-n gwemmac in a July 7, 
1989 phon& that the Czeà~oslarak party was pmpaing a 

dismsion of expas on JuIy 11 and 12 &ch muid enable co meet 
me bmonrh dcadluie of the tempmq unüateral interruption of 
worb at the Nagymaros q e .  W e  have regretfully mted thas the 
Hunganan party d d  only accept a Juty 17 - 19,1989 dare. 

The foII&g hodd be bridy a t e d  in conaectio~ with the 
merials presented for discussion by the Hungarian party, after chey 
were studid by d q e m  of rhe wm-khg graups: 

Having snidied tfre submirred matenals, dl scieneists and 

e 3 ~ p - b  M ~ C W  ttiat they present no ntw and p&ousIy udmcmrsl 

profisianal xientific arguments or daxments &ch rnay have 
been l& our of c o n s i h t i w s  of the project doamenmûon, or Ief t  
unconsidered by sàentiGc mesrch amdmtrd hitherto in the m m  

of pduat  supplemaitation of he Joint Prdjcct Agreement. 7 k  

mataid cmmim no new viempoim for an inmenticm as radid as 
stoppage of c o ~ c t i w i  of the N a g p u m s  Scage. nie joinc des ip  

and joint decisio~ls as yet made w e ~  hsd on a more compI= 
under* OfsaentiBc prqaparion 

W e  are Eorced to tfüs conclusion also by a materid s u b m i d  

by the Hung;rrian Açademy af SQace j  emp-g that Hwigzian 
sdentists had had no opportmity tp the scienac, professaml 
and design d o c u m ~ o n  upon *ch tfic elabration of the joint 

inmeni  ta& and the Joint Projed Ageemerit VER kd On 
what base have &us any pwsibie impacts b e n  evd- aad heir 

misgivinp e q d 3  

rf the SIovak and ihe Hungarian Acacianies of Sdençes have 
k e n  ronducdq a joinir =*en& programme fjriom 2982 mward, the 

foIlmhlg questiuns anse: 



- H m  is it paisible ahai: den-  had nath- Mbrc  nor dm 
lm had me appominity tg famüiafi~e with Che desi@ and the 

*=*-erits, 

- WhphasduringtfiatthecheHun@mpaayEaildmprmt 
for &sassicln the &jedons shmx in the m t  matend, 

- It may be asumed that the submitted material was d a b d  
w i t t i a r  coopmrion of the q e r b  aqmïmed with the issue of 
resohing ecologicd quesrZorn of che pmjttt Many incorrect 
satemen& çould have hem avoi&d 

In gaera l I  wauld Iike to ad$ th based on s e v d  dm& 

of cmperadm of the Czeckîiovak - Hungariaa C r r m m i e  for 
frwitier-zone waters, the d t s  of observatiws, - a t s  ami 
d e r  dam available tn ou as WU as to Ehqqrian speidîsts in 
water management are w d  hown. W e  faii tu undestand why the 
Hungarh materials shauld daim hck aF data since any 
inaccessibdity af data c o n c ~  =ter qualitp, hycbgraphy, 
hygiene etc. to H q p k n  is hard to avhge.  

Candusiaris of the Czechosl~vak Workiag G m p  of Emlagy 
can lx summed up by the h t  restoratfw of the atea 
çoricefned to its aiginal smte by ieaving the Waterwork Spsrem 
unhished is n a  W b l e .  On the arûmxy, aay n-ve dogica l  
bfiuence muid k ampueci Mthcaic any ecwiumic effiva The 
~ c c l u n  works have made certain n w  in the 
name and hdscape, artd ic wwld be po~atIess CO d e  &than 

worse by abandonhg the p r o j e  

Aecarding to cmpcrar5ng sbtn&s in the field of lqddogy 

and d q y ,  the p-ted niatends CO-4 no hm as yet 

unknown or le& aut of mnsidemdao in technical solmiuns of the 
G~E&QwJ - Nagparu  Wattrworlr wtrn or any speci&: and 
b e n t a b 1 e  q p m m t s  that mi@ mst d d x s  on the a t i i a n  of 
the Nagparos  watawork. 



The g d y  dhfùed part, tided !lkd*ca I r i f l m ~ &  m d ~ e  
l%st $ocrament couchi& widi the kdowing statemeat: The vdue of 
p ~ ~ ~ ~ e d ~ a R a t u r a I ~ o ~ ~ n h e  
assessed at 220 billion US c l d a n  amuaUy" which, in the absence of 
any spe%carion and justiEaeioa a n  be ansidered as a ratha 
unsdenWir disclmuse. It is mal praCnce in bilateral conma 

b- -tes to p e h  ;nich qymdfi~atiun jazntly, with the 

puticiption of respmsibIe profiessi& at both Hdes. 

An m p l e  m n c d g  mabmmmce of desirable M d v -  
is uur "5hvaw dam On the River Vah cwstniaed as a natucd m d d  

For h e  River ~ a n u b e  c k n  downsmam of BradsIavq d e s e  an 
u n q e d â d l y  rich biodiversity bas l x c d  cm i&ts dong tlie c i a r ~ .  

The m m e n d a n o n  of the materials ubo open up d d  river 
h c h e s  a lreae  d m 4  to €mm optimally safbfadmy links *th the 
emhgical fundan of live meature~' is in the ophion of our eqxm 
p d  of ignomce of the Danube fards proHem 

The cbaptér *Water QUatiry" me5 that the amount o f p h k o n  
in the Danube river wate increased h m  the Mes, and 

that the Çhlomphfl contmfs of the water at ' R a j k  is 100 mg wMe 

at Baja,24û mg per cubic mem. l3-e are no dams dong the Ra]& 
- Baja Won of the E3- nev&ess the chIumptryiI contents 
show a substanoal ùicrease Ibe damment mes h t  &ai before 
this conrat had been much higher a& Baja than at RajIra. Hence this 
pas a* statu and devdopment is n a  going t6 impme by 

ahmdcdng the watemork proies; 

The chapter "Wastewater Treaiment" quotes g e n d y  hown 

requirenients, aLso known by d e S m  of the -& of 

h d m g t h t A u s t r i m a n d G e r m a d s ~ o n s o f t h e ~ ~ .  

No Lmpaim€nt of thc D& - @ity wia fdow dong 
the X a m  - Budapest d o n  as the result of co-g the 

Nagymaros sage On the eonWI our nwn as wdl a~ internatid 



experïmce are pointing Ew3WaTd impmv-ent of tbe \Nater qualrty in 
this livel- &an. 

The notion that the Danube chariniel in the N a p a r s  - 
Budapa s e d i m  has k depmhg, that tiie yidd of &e b a h i d e  
chnhng-water welis decreased aad ttiat irwl and mmgaeze have 

appeared in the water from Szentendrt W s  is a proof chat 
this phenornenon cmna lx ü&d ta the c-don of che 

GE5kovo - Nagymms Waterprrirks S p e m  

Tbe g e n d  rdectlons in the diapter "DnnEang Watt9 n& 
no çomrnentary. W e  have noatd the contradiction of iwo Staternents: 

"in rhe filmation pruccs thmu& the nverh&s a live b m m  Iager 
in the chamel pIays a k q  de..-This fundon will k b g e d  by 

the i n d  mter Iwd- Howwec, shdd this 1aye.r k r n e  
defuct dmmgh d o n  driring high pasages, the - 
graiad subgrade with laxger voids w d d  became a p c e d  resuIting 
tri a reducad filtration dect W a e  wilI step into tSie M d e  wells 
Iess filtemi and contaminard, a h  baaeriologidy, and Rrill 
r q u i r e  Çhlonriation ra Eie cnmmable. On the d e r  hand the filter 
Iayer will bz maintained longer in the i n d  i d  d o r s  than 
vice mn. This M y  su- building of the Na- dam. 

With respect to the YïecXonicsn c h a p e  we point out that the 
dearest irnage of the geologid &grade of the Nagymaros stage 

was obgined c h h g  the d w a k  and upon pumpirg-out of the 
d i a  sized approx. 46 h m -  and Ï d  &y in the Danube 
chamel. ( F o r  mparison, the GaMfJtmo h y r k d ~ c  plat ditch 

has 3n area of 8 hecmcs, with addi t id  8 accommdating ttie lock 
chzdxrs). The open N a m  di& s h d d  k &td by 
egpes;  howtvtf ~iur own expcn;s have dseady fwnd that the 
c 2 p x X i  gdugical cfos+edoe corrrspoads to &se g d @ d  
5ubgads ~~ WitMn the Joint; Pmjed: Agx- It vmdd 
alsa be far-f~~clied to sisurne hat the m a i n  D O W  speaalists 
w d d  havt Eaild to tssue a warnlng, b d  they &cave& evm a 
mhhun-tisk &crepancg hwem k i g n  a d  &e a d  hdrngs. 





is indication whaîsever in the abcrve worb of 
~gher the ~IWS c o n m d  a-er the k n a ~ n  
period of Izistcq- 

The satement in the H u g a r h  matetials on thé sehmic 
bmmsity Inmz3slng ta g - 10 MSK IacIa any sui#mnce- w e  pr* 
na to wy imagine a reffedion of S .  intense s e b m i c i ~  on building 
activities in Budapest ar EJzcergom. 

The qat  opinions wi seisnic h m d  at the pre-designîng 
stage of rhe Wamworh Systeni projec~ had ka prepariod ove the 
years 1960 - 1965 j d y  by bath Çzechoslod and H m ,  at 

the cmtempomy l d  of S C i M c  lonowl~Ttzey were d e d  
by independent qer t s  in 1981- No s ~ a l o g i c  obsemation 
perfcmned b m  1965 and 1989 dispmved validity of &est2 eapert 
opinions on && ihe S y  desi- and rdhaion were basxL 

The hi@ lgvd af seismic Piazard con- the Nagyrnàros 

wmzrwork, d d  t6 by the H u I z ~ ~ ~  d s  as behg Grade 9 
to IO uf tke M X  intemit~r saLe is not dxXandatd, 
m d  p-Iy based on hmxrmt intqretation of ihe conversiun af 

M C S t n M S K S C d i e u n i t s i n 1 ~  

The reatisdc Gase of sde&mlly d i d  seizmîbty -ts the 
probIern of I n d u 4  wimiicity afia campletion and chiring 
opemion al  tbe wammdcs. Marntmhg d the sa'smtc aCauiv in a 

broada +mal con- is fully fuaified in the in- of d e  
opartion, and i n c o r p d  in the mat&& &CUSA i t  the 10th 
m&g of &e ~ A V  P&dium held Sept* 14, 1988 and titled 
'~0-m of w o n a l  and L t x d  MmZc N a m a r k  in 

the C S E t  TemWrp'* m e  Q d d O v a k  State Planaing Gxmnïtcee fs 
gdually d&g the riecesary FQCeX~chaage r e s a i r c e s  for 

epurpase. 

Gommen~~ tu the Lssues relabed tu the w d g  group d 

p a w  and hydrogeoIw- 



The hûumce of tfie Waterwocks Spstem on s%k were 
-ted b n  the Tmgndcs of the D e ~ e l o p m a  of S& in the 
hf Oserov Rqgm Unta 1990.. The lv!f- were mted to 

e m p b  ~~y negative impacts, n-g that tfie 
Cztchosl~~ak a d +  has d c i p û x i  not only n-ve but mainly 
positive chmges (in temis af die ferriIitg and dadopment of SAS]. 

S d s  wiFi lx mmt expexivdy influencd in the Czechçr5lovak 
part of the region. M u a m  indu& by the Nagymarcs dam w d d  
be fek n d y  ~dusivdy in CzedimIovak twatory, Our p v o s i s  of 
pedugenetics in tfie &trry Os~rm mgion, prepared in a-ent with 
Hungahn scienu is k n m  by paalps- The present s i m a t i m  

of the s d  cmer W the result of anfhmpogenic interference with the 

-ter e e  in the far from kirtg the ofigioal anis. The 
progriosis rs based on eitaa phgenic  research r 4 b .  

V e  have divided t31e territory into areas above the W o v  - 
~ t i ~ w f i ~ r h e s o i l p i p d u c t i m ~ w i l l ~ m a ~ e d  
witIi0rlr changes. Howwer wt e r r p e  WtrYe &m h m  the 
i n d  relative air humidiq indu& by rhe watet surfice iu the 

r m a i r ,  area af bwmd pun* l d  in ttie vim of 

ttie inlet and drain wiIl r a t  in pasïtive changes by gradudy 
eliminating the giei horiz- limiiing the bmtim of mnadioas 

and impmving gaierd roil aeration A impact is expeaed 
by the inmeas& dependence of these soils upon a p h e r i c  
precipitations und bie cime d e n  Mgsriai sgsteoilr cao be hik 

1-e2 h p s  h of 1-0 metre arc v e d  

in .a 19,000 h m  area. The drap wîll be Mt in a -tory pmsendy 
showing the mas àaze and m b l e  network d drainas channek 
T h e 5 c w i n i a r f u t u E b e u s a d t o ~ w a t e f , d l i r i g ~ m L 0 5  
the wafer @me in an a p p m t l y  4,Oûû h m  area. Funhm 
9a1 &elqmecit in the a r a  wilI procecd id &e M u n  of 
b c r r e s m a i s o o ~ ~ r e i d m e r c h e c e n m l ~ ~ a < r a C < h e ~ m ~ ~ s o v .  
Here~onsg iemrhavea lready inpmbeenbuiZ~andwi l Ibe  
Wtt m d e d  in mpliancc with the plan- 



In t h e i n ~ m t e r l w d a r e a o f t h e D a n u k u p s a e a m  of 
the N a g p a m  dam no enkanccement of the ne@- effeaç of 
h y d r p m a p b  are ~srumed in the P l m u r e  a m  area but d y  in 
the depr~&cm of the lawe amf Ostrov region and irr ehe lefç bank; 
areas of rhc River VAh SigrSicant waterlqghg k anly -1e in 
the narthem pur of rhe depnsion. The anta @me is especred to 

improve O= considerable areas. Ln- hydromorphjsm c m  
riesult in w d q g i n g  and secon* sail d inht ion;  it must 
however bepointedautthatduem t I i e w a t e t r e g i m e ~ &  
consmidon of the Watemmks Systiem the k d y  &st extemtvve 
arcas of dinizeci soils *ch must be contendeci mainly by 
fn-d irrigation rn prievent n-ve &ecb. 

The prognmticabed posi~ive and negative &ects are rdecred 
in the inv-ent pians of mdlmitive meuures by the Sme 

* - Adnmmmtion of Meüorations in BraWava whae a m  af a p ~ &  
improvement of the soi1 -ter reghm w e ~  adudad horn thc 
m & d m  progammeS. PmvativdyI dttp drairiage Is being built 
to dimimm diil a e r  dpresart and secondarp soil -on. 

Our duat ions d & e  GabChm - Nagmams Sgstern juiritly 
with the Hungarian paay have dghated from the E x t  that the 
HruSov - Dmakditi and the Nqgmams fwm a m h m t  
g z o u n h t i e r  basin s y s a n  On aur part ttris cohermce is the base of 
opwu effideacy of valuable %tes mxces, alse in c o n t a  with 
i l c d  protedon of the Mtosy ,  flnaIi7ation of wter rc@e 
adjusrments and &US of ~oI@cal mdIdons in the ndiamt m. 

The Hwgariarx parry naw (in the time a€ a F m  months 
the pdiamentary sesiam) vrsualises b i s  aherence as 

bang rnit#tive of h a n d d  ~ e o e e s  to &t eccqskm in the 
Czechadavak - Hung;arian sedm of the Danuk and that of the 
adge23t smsms- mis hamifitI id luale  hwever l a ch  M l d  
@ d e n  a d  sci& 



The Caamuous pow-er prducti011 quilement in cabzikov~ 
W umasumbk Th~wrth;~tleast~chgwledgeoftherrseof 
mer m e r  are awate tbat, s h d d  the amstrilctiosi of N v  
be ahdone$, the d m t  hydrologid =@me in the 

Danube dLannel wnuld be more u n f a v d I e  than cturing fulï 
funaionatity of the Nagyma~is  ~xteiR.ork dam The ophion that 

skipping the Nagpmm esmmk d d  r e d t  in reducti011 of any 
hamiful eEects ae the ciaivation &on W Euridamentally mistaka 

A fuaher q d o n  h a  was asigned great i m p a c e  in the 
H u n m  matmlal is the inAuence of the Na- w a m r k  on 
r-ction af the fertility of s& in Ehe a&& ara, ~ ~ e s s  of 

&nt pmaxtive rneasures mken at bath si& wilI e l i m b ~ ~  adverse 
& t  on both txmk M tfit Hungariaa si&, large pzuts of the a r a  
wdI beneût h m  iaaessd =ter l d s  bp the N a m  dzm. III 
a n y a s z t h e ~ l e v c l o f . t k ~ w i n k ~ ~ ~ ~ t h  
a maximum I-rnetre amplinide {indu- pealang amplitude), in 
cornpanison with ùie present simzdm This wfli mdt in more 
suimble grcamhter-level contro1 m~ditions. 

The idutnce d grcmri-m on h e  wata of sails and 
crap piel& have been subjsaed to detaiied saie u the Iosrinite ch 
Hydmlogy and of me S I d  Audemy of Sdaics h m  
1954 on& (as documented by a series of published works). 
Nmemus  wuda efm ID ckkmhtion of aop yield dependen- 
upon the amnmce and vdume oF preOpiWom zs well as v p n  
~ d w m ~  1 4  d e p h  n ie  rrpcm n a  coly propose suirable 
grmmdwata l d s  fa various soil l y p  but xlta1uaE rhc influence 
of p a m e  cai pedogeaic proce~es as w d l  Puc d the r d &  
wu r e p t t d a r h e  5SmCDng-e~ oftheIntanarianal Camnittee for 
1-on and D w e  CICID) in T m  in 1963. These d t s  
s ~ m a m e p ~ n a m r a l ~ i s ~ ~ b é n g o p t i m a l  
d m ~ g  the ~~egerrdon p~d- H= a ~ha i ld  IX poinred 
out rhar smbjlizatia~ of -e lev& will d ia marie 

hv&1e gmmdwafer levd r c g u M ~ i l  condidoris rompad # 

those p d y  awihble 



The in8ua- of the Naggnuros antawo~ c d d  & a p p w  
=b$=w pdgeqic pnxeser, mat is, Co die Xrdgmtia of 
substancs, ~ ~ t r ~ a n d m i a a ~  -es. 

Czech~sbd~ sdentists are of the opuiiotl that the am&d list 
of refmcés rq,rezmCS a remht im daim. The lrst fails ta rd'! 
00 ~ r k  of Hungarh den* and eqxm of i n h e m a t i d  
repWon, m g  the hpresiou rhat th& condusions xiight ix 
confradîctq m the s t a w t s  of ttie 'materid" W e  f e l  it d i f i d ~  
b addpt the idea that O* 1988 and May 19e the ltvel 
cif Iniawïdge has M corisidembIy or that the seismic 
mnditions - baving beai sahlized at Naggmvos fur orppruxhwlely 
one -d yeus m d i n g  to Réti, a Hmgarian q e r t  of 
wmldwide repuration - have chmged ûur simaiun is hther 
aggmvated by the circummn~e that norie af che papes or work 
indudeci in the list of &mences aad~ed ro the Hunguhn mataid 
wzs a-y quoted in the &US maiipg v d a t i o n  of the 
pItSa-lted statements h*Ie 

Summing up the em1qg-y issue w e  mainmin that the mamial 
priesented t~ us is vey g e n d  and iïs pmblern - arc aa 
U~-&Y outlined F m  among h e  ex~logid fuactiom, the 
bïol.ogicd seU-pdotim capacity. of -ter, the b m 4 a y e r  
funçtlon of the cfrannel h h d  to supplies of chking water, md 

living associatims are empbsûed (esenaally the namm protectidn 
;ssUe). A n d e r  weak paint of &e matahl is ttiat na cwrsequene 
disdncdan is made bctwem th subjed of the lexpere opfnlw 
<abandonment of the Nagymaras stage amsmctid and the 

trmaiahg parts of the Isnie M e  menrionhg praSlenis d a c d  to 
the GaHkmo mge This dos  na enabLe speEific and explid 
evakîbnof&ewons d The =teriai is formdadusing a 

ooadîriod method, affering neither ~13ndusiaas nor n p s  aut of the 
g i v a  sintadon. A h ,  it l ade  ccmsider&ms of f m k r  im-t 
~ o n s  d the Waxworh S m  ag. flood pmkdda~, transpq 
en- andsocial fiiaaiom. 



The dam (assrimptions) shwn in Pags  H q-r: 
knowldgt~, inc~pdrated al- In the prepared BioI.ogical Project of 
ùit SI& A c d a ~ y  of Saences and -ect to dutian wtthin a 
joint mget prqect of the Slovak and Hrin- Acadeaies uf 
Sciences. This in our opinion is s i m u ~ m d y  a scientific argument 
for çomtmdon of mer m e n t  dong the main chamel and 
t r h t a i e s ,  a fa- r e q u d  by &IZ Biol~gical Pfoject and &en 
into consideration by r&cd solucim cf the S m .  S W I y  
discutable are themes in the zrmtmial q @ h g  siIt ~ r n e n m t i m  in 
the reservuir *ch was taken h~ account by the Czmhoslovtik 
techticai solutim, dong with p m p d s  of r e  soIutions. 

With mped te living asmiarions and the asnrmed danger of 
th& degradation, ow p m t  reseatcti and q d e n c e  of ~ v e d  
yean have shown b t  the diversiy of sp&eç tends za i n m e  as 
tfie d t  of w a t m r b i r  construction. A ~ y m  of biologid ceatreç 
and mrridrirs was W e d  in order to protect rare species d 
f;tma and Bora, and cari &O bt ~.lreated at the H- side Such 
xeas A d  -e as mre ;&val uni& of bi- damaged or 
bquidated as the d r  of the amsnuîaan. Nane of tée pro& 
areas in Slovakfa îs duertly a E d  by ihe * -oh ,  and only two of 
t h e w i U k l o m t e d i n t E i e m b m h e w a s ç c a n a l d t i z e  
d d  Danube charnel. l l is ara is plarined as a future pro-ed m z ~  

We are aware of &e damage to the natbir;ll enviKmmenr in the 
area of interest due m aie p m n t  construction By a b a n a  

Further wmk at ththe Nagpmra stage the oLiginal conditions d d  
aot be ximtartd in tlie ares; m the coritmy, fmm ec~1ogic.d 
plewpoina, Mer irnp;iimient c d d  be witfiout any 
emnwiic &bct 

The d valid pro- concept has amsidercd 
r_wisauction of the wamwmb as a WiEh ~ W D  inter de pend en^ 
mges. In this wnr the CfQIogimi me- proposa3 by the 
Hungaiua party w d d  be acccruntd for, dîrninating the nepiive 
peak opemion BBecrs OF ùie -vu stage. W e  are recognizlng 



the impad cm fsh h b d r y  @ a s  10) and are tqhg rn salve it in 
mutud 436perarim of -dans, dogists and ichrhydqïs. The 
pmpcsd sdutiuns are taqaeù m not d y  mairmh the +es- 

relatd rnpostion but b 'mpmve the p r e s s  situation and yidds- 

AU dqeahns s h m  in the Hüqarian material are h m  to 
us, and wa=e resdved by the Bidoiejd ~s w d I  as by the 
preswit joinr project of the Slovak and H u g a î a n  Amdernits 
of saenocs. Our experes cari ansrvet all -al& psesenb%dwdi 
respect to tbe a t ~ d i d  list of d k n e s  we maintain that it 

r e p m  a minor part of wmhs d y .  As an example, &e s e i d  
zmlogid bibliogmphy alone of h e  htny Ostrov +un and 
adjacent para of che C z & d a n k  Oanube &on comprises 1,979 
dcations. W e  are p r e p d  CO a t m d  and to document rhh 
standpoint if neceary. 

The smtement in ttLe ' r n a M i I  b t  Ehe Hmgasian ration af 
enecgy prcduced in the GaHkovo - Nagpams W a m &  Syste3n 
c d d  ody cuver 3 % SIKltZld be carrected W e  baicve kt a 5 % 

cwerage is more to the paint (the Hungarian pcrwe consumpdon in 
1937 was 36,186 Gwh). 

SimiMy, the C z e c h ~ ~  hydmddc p e n W  of 
particular &on of the Danube is hr frwn ne&@t. nie 

Czechdovak ra6m - 1,881 GWh - of the annual Sysbsm production 
represens xlme 95 % of the annual primary p d c t i m  of the endre 
V a  river ~a9~e çomprising m t y  h y d r d e d c  power plants 
masaucced over 53 y- or ane fourrti O£ the total primacp 
h y d m d d c  mtial d dl SLovakïz 

Tht s m t e m a  b c  -=gy p h &  in h-c p- 
plants is m a  W v e  and leyt rdkble Ir rompl* Eùse. The 
costr per kWh pmduced in hydmdectric plan= are luwes~. at alT in 



the wudd t h k s  ss tow operating oosts. In addition, th& d p m i c  

p f ~ p d e s  C a t p  f j q u q  =@tien, em-q -d 
hueases the r & W î y  and cc-y of o p e d m  of the entire or 
inmkked eleaification 

The Ireactor f%lure" mentioned in the materials has wamed 
on F e b q  22, 1977 at the JA 8-1 nud- p w e r  plant, and . ;- - . 1,- 

was informeci in the same dap by the Qduslovak Atomic 
~nern -on with a demilrtd foflaw-wp r9part. niis pmorppe 
nudear pwer p h t  was wthg a 150 MW gas~mled reactor. 
This type of r m d a  pcrwer  plan^ bas nevm been mmtmcttd in Sle 
&SR, and the incident has thus no czusative or aay ohm 

connectim with nudear power plan& W in Czechos lda  

The pwer-indusrid infamiadon W ~ S  &mittêd b u s e  the 
fd Working G m p  w d &  bp agreement, di- econQmic 
guesriuns withm whom the isue can aeither be conduded, nor 
submiW m the Summarg Comrn-- 



- VIasti.mil BARS, hdemidan, Vice- of the Czechm 
slavak ilmdany of Sàemes C ~ A V > ,  Diream of tht Insitute 
d &AV fra Spstemic and ~ o g i c a l  Biology 

- fidcMt WEISMAN, Aca-~m, D- of the BioIo@cal - 
Ecdogical Cer ie  of the Slovak A c s a k y  of Scienm (w, 

- Inuicb DAUB- ÇUrrespondlrig M e m k  of SAV, D i r e m  of 
the imxbte of k p c x h d  Bi010gy and EcoIogy at the 
Biologimi - EcoIagÎd Sdaces Cene of SAV, 

- Dm. W r .  LadisZav ROSNAL, D e ,  H d  of the Hygimy 
Centre at the e à i  lnstztufe aPPrevenüve Medicine 

- Mg. ~ d n  K ~ K ,  CSc., Chief F-ngineer GF the Scate Insitute of 
U w  m d s a p i n g  and TdonaI  Planning 

- RNDr- Ivan BROU- Sd- Mp-cal mtuk of SAV 

- Ing. M a d e r  MoXNAR, S d a - h e m l  L n s t i W  d SAV 

- M&al MAHEX, AQdemidm, SQenlif~ Coilaborator of the ~3 
Ge0pb-J mute ,  



- m- 3- oep l l~  Direcllx of the Gealogld Division, 
SI& Wagiml Office 

- P r - ~ f e s ~ w  hg. JO& FBJLW De,, Geutechnical Depanment, 
F z d r y  of Civil ~ ~ g ,  SLovak T e c a l  Univessïry 

3- Wmking GTOOP a€ - 1 r n - h ~ ~ ~  and H w  

- Juraj ER4%0, DAC-, A r d a i i Q a E S  Profesm of rhe Co- 
Universiry, Chatrmazi of the Sail Fhd Division of SAv 

- Pd- hg. Jh BENETIN, DrSc., Co~fe~ponding Member of 
~ A v  and SAY Direca>r of the SAV Insünite of Hydm1qpl and 
Hpdtaulics, 

- Dw.Ing- Vaclav DrSc, nue- of the SaentZfic and 
R m c h  Institue of Water Marragemq Brno 

- I n g .  Emil ?TULA.& CS=., Department ManagqWater Regma 
of Soils at VCPU, m e r  of the monitoring programme of 
dxmjp of S A  properües 

4 WOitklng.GranvofEconrxmv 

- Ing. Iadishv B- Depucy Mtnistrr of Fwh and Pawer 
~ogin* OP che G5SR 

- Ing. h v d  C%, Muiisûy ofTdefummunimcims and 
~ r a q m t  of the iSSR 

- DOCL hg. Pava! UB& CSc.J3Wor App9iritee,C&~dovak 
]San& Navigation Company, sEate enterpriseI 

l - kg. Ka- 5 ~ ~ i r e c t m ,  Ditlsiw of Nanzral h o i m r ~ ~ ~ e r i t  
of &e Minisûy af F- and Wam Managem~nt of the SSR 

i 



- hg. Vladimir WKVENC* ,9iithoPlzed Rep-entative of the 
&SR and SÇR Govmmenls for the cmstnictim and a p d c m  
af the GaMkovo - Nagymarcff mtm& system 

l 
- VIasblrnil B-, Aademiciaq k Mc-, Diredm 

of the Insiaite of Systemic and Ecolqgid Bi010gg of ~ A V  

- Imrich DAUBNER, Co- Member of SAV, Director of 
the rnsritute of Bi01cgy and W o g y  at the 
BloIogid - Ecolugiml M m  of SAV, 

- RN&- L u M  WAMlX DrSc., Academicia, Head of the 
Depmmeiu: of SeZgndcgy, W h p s i c d  Wtute af BAV 

- Ju ta j  WKO, DrSc., Aadmdcian, Prof- of the Corneaius 
~&~,Chai izrmnoftheSoiIFundDTvis iondSAV 

- Prof- hg. Jh BDEIïN, Dr&., Correspondhg - W m k  af 
&AV and UV, Direcm of the SAV Instituîe of Hydrology and 
Hydraulia, 

- &Wr. 1- Deputy Dinx~m of the Gedagid Division, 
slcsvak Cedqgical OB= 

- Prof-r hg. arch b d d  -5, D*., Deparment of Urban 
L a n k p i n s  and T d d  Pl- F a d e  of k W h i m e ,  
S i d  T d d  Urrivdv 

ait wdîng -es d d  be ntpplemented with s p e Q W  
of the Authorizd GovemmaW Rep-ta*e's msk mit, 
~preanntiPa of insriUonr of various &SR and SSR mhisbies and 
other secanded Ctd0~1avak 



Annex 65 

(Translation) 

FROM THE NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN CZECHOSLOVAK AND HUNGARTM 
SCENTIFIC EXPERTS IN CONNECTION WITH THE TEMPORARY 

INTERRUPTION OF WORKS AT THE HYDROPOWER PROJECT NAGYMAROS. 

These negotiations took place from July 17 to July 19, 1989 in Budapest. Participating 

experts are Iisted in ANNEX NO. 1. 

These negotiations were conducted in three working groups on the basis of the position of 

the Commission of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences of June 26, 1989. Background 

material submitted on June 26, 1989 was not included in the agenda. The Czechoslovak side 

submitted its prepnred positions ro the Hungarian side on JuIy 14, 1989. 

ResuIts of the negotiation of the three working groups are contained in ANNEXES NO. 2 

through NO. 4. 

Sçientific experts of both delegations negotiated on the basis of above-rnentioned 

documents. 

The working groups discusçed the potential risk factors, which, in the opinion of the 

Hungarian side, require further suppIements and verification. This, however, rnay last 

several years. The Czechoslovak side views the basic risk factors as having been sufficiently 

dealt with and resoIved and they may be hrther darified as the construction of the 

Nagymaros Project continues. 

The Czechoslovak side expressed its willingness ta cooperate. The Hungarian side 
reciprocated and iç ready for continued exchange of sçientific and professional opinions. 



l This mernorandurn was done in duplicate, in Slovak and Hungarian languages, both being 

equally authentic. 

(signed) Wastimil Barus 

Head of the Czechoslrivak 
scientific working group 

(Signed) Stefanovits Pa1 

Head of the Hungarian 

scientific working group 



Czechoslovak participants 

1. - Workina group Hydrolow - Ecolom (room no. 108) 

Head : VlastimiE Barns (biology, ecology) 

Members: lmrich Raubner (biology, ecology) 
J in  Kralik (urbanistics, ecology) 

Otto Msut (water management) 

Ferdinand Kubicek (ecology) 

2 - Working grau? Geolom - Seismolom (room no. 139) 

Head: Ludvik Waniek (geophysics, seismology) 

Mernbers : Vit Karnik (geophysics, seismology) 

Ivan Broucek (seismology) 

Alexander Molnar (seiçmology) 

Ladislav Varga (engineering geology) 

Ivan Sarik (engineering geology) 

Jozef Hula (statics, foundation engineering) 

Ivan Pol ko (general project manager) 

3.  - Working group Pedology, Agriculture. & Hvdro~eolom (r. 140) 

Head: Juraj Hsasko (pedology) 

Members, Jan Benetin {hydrology, hydraulics) 
Vhclav Halek (water resources development) 

Emil Fulajzar (pedology) 

Bohdan Juranyi (pedology) 

1. - Workin~ group ~d ro lom-Eco low  
Head: Verczik Arpad (ecology, hydrobiology) 

Mernbers: Biro Gyorgy (public health) 
Bozzai Jozsefhé (water quality, water treatment) 

Fekete Gabor (botanics) 



Hajdu Gyorgy (water supply) 
Kiss Emo Csaba (hydroecology) 
Lovei Ghbor (ecology) 

Mangel Gyongyi (biology) 

Masot GyuIa (hydrology) 
Mésziros Ferenç (zoology) 

Somlyody Laszlo (water quality protection) 
SzabO Istvin M. (microbiology) 

j 
Head: Nemecz ErnO (geology) 

Members: Hunyadi Ferenc (engineering, seismology) 
Korphs LaszlO (geology) 

Nemesi LaszIo (geophysics) 
PBska czsaba'(engineering) 

Sikhegyi Ferenc (geology) 
SzabO Zol th  (geophysics) 

Szeidovitz G y ~ z o  (geophysics} 

Varga Péter (geophysics) 

Workinn grour, Soi1 Pedolow. Amiculture. and Hydro~eolom 

Head: Stefanovits Pal (pedology) 

Members: Alfoldi Laszlo (hydrogeology) 
Antoni Ferenc 
Czemez Attila (landscaping) 
Erdélyi niirhiiy (hydrogeology) 

Haszpra Otto (hydromeçhanics) 
Lovas Jozsef (applied hydrornetry) 
M o l k  Endre (pedology) 

Toéh Gydrgy (hydropedology) 



ANNEX NO. 2 

WORKING GROUP NO. 1 ECOLOGY HYDROLOGY 

1 ISSUES SIMlLARLY EVALUATED BY THE HUNGARTAN AND 
CZECHOSLOVAK SCIENTEIC EXPERTS 

- Gabckovo-Nagymaros Project represents a very significant, far-reaching, and 

extensive intervention, with potential negative and positive impacts. 

- In nn important pBncip1e agreed to, top-most priority is given to a consideration 

of al1 ecological aspects over other issues related to the operation of the Project. 

In the Czechoslovak view the ecological, technical and social considerations must 

be harmonized. 

- It is desirable to cornplete the monitoring system, to operate it jointly and to 

progressively evaluate the results. The operation of the monitoring system should 

be started in 1989. 
/ 

- This region is rich in significant European natural assets. An effort must be made 

to protect and conserve theçe assets, even as theit use is contemplated. 

* It is desirable that the constniction of wastewater treatment plants, approved by 

the respective countries, be undertaken. 

- The area of the Danube Terrace (alluvial cone) provides the drinking water supply 

for about 3 mil. of inhabitants in Hungary and is therefose of vital importance (for 
5 mil. population in the future) In Czechoslovakia, drinking water needs to be 

supplied for about 5 mil. population. 

1 

POSITION OF CZECHOSLOVAK SCTENTFTC EXPERTS I 
II. 

- On the basis of disçussed issues they suggest, that the Hungarian side should re- 
evaluate and re-conçider its position on the temporary suspension of the l 

Nagymaros Project con~mction. i 



- We wauld like to focus your attention on the fact, that according to the original 

conception the whole scheme presents an integrated unit, the ecological issues 
being already partly resolved, and further problems will be solved simultaneously 

with the schedule of construction. 

- As a reçult of the abandonment of construction at Nagymaros, the negative 

impacts on nature and environment wiIl not be eliminated, the whole area cannot 

be restored into the original state; on the contrary, the negative ecological effects 

will keep increasing. 

- The Czechoslevak scientific reports and results are available to the Hungarian 

side. 

- Czechodovak experts are aware of the costs of research. They apptoach with 

scientific and social responsibility as well as moral liability, this problem and 

appreciate the results of cooperation between Czechoslovak and Hungarian 

Academy of Sciences. 

The support the position, that the construction of the Nagymaros Project, afier 
the two-month intemption of works, should be resumed. 

III. POSITION OF HUNGARIAN SCENTIFIC EXPERTS 

Water qualitv - tropical potential 

Tropical conditions of the Danube will undergo considerable deterioration due to water 

retention. This is caused by longer detention period and by water level increase, as well as 

by hrgher turbidity (resulting fiom water surface contamination and deposition of poIIuting 
substances). This has been already observed, together with nutrients increase. Neither P or 
N are lirniting eutrophieaiion. Increased biomass is achieving hypertrophie level, 

representing loading with autochthonous organic mass, corresponding to the extemal 
loading of the Danube in the section Rajka-Budapest, having negative effects on 

downstream river sections. 



This autochthonous loading with organic mass is connected with the upper part of the 

tesenoir, and will be further increased by the Nagymaros reservoit. Thus COD and BOD 5 

concentrations, characterizing organiç puIIution and organic mass, will keep increasing, even 
if the çonveyed wastewaters are treated in biologicd wastewater treatment plants. 

Anticipated changes and consequences (increasing algae growth, impairhg of organoleptic 

properties, content of soluble iron, manganese, occurrence of arnmonia, decreasing of 

oxygen content, etc.) wiPI have adverse impact on the system of river bank infiltration of 

wells, as well as on the technolog of surface water utilization. 

Toxic substances (organic, inorganic) - MubalIy affecting cornplicated processes occurring 

among toxic substances have not yet been thoroughiy discovered; however, they may 

present a potential hazard to drirrking water supply. 

Drinking water supplv 

To increase the capacity of the Nagymaros Project, a considerable deepening of the Danube 

charnel downstream of Nagymaros was realized in the area where several structures for ,' 

drinking water supply of Budapest are located. 

Due to the channel deepening and reduction of filtration layer surface a daily loss of 300 
thousand m3 of cfnnking water was recorded (carresponding to 30% of the total capacity). 

It is significant, that the reduction of filtration layer and a decrease in filtration capacity 

çaused also a decrease in the resistance of wells against wastewaters and polluting 

substances, occurring in the Danube water. 

Due to a water level decrease in the Danube the amount of idltrating substances increased, 

with resulting contamination of groundwater resources, used for drinking water supply. Due 

to a decrease of water resources, it was necessary to increase the depth of wells, resulting in 

clogging of filtration Iayer. 

Construction of the reservoir with accompanying greater pollution load and impact of 

autochthonous organic matter will endanger the bank infiltration of drinking water stores. 



DeveIopment of organis matter in reservoirs Dunakiliti and Nagymaros, and abundant algne 

growth, will negatively influence surface water utilization. The treatrnent plant must be 
provided by a new treatment stage, resulting in investment and operation cost decrease. 

Protection of Natural Assets. Genetiç Resources 

The Iife-giving nature, being the natural resource and precious national assets, is relatively 

more important for Hungary, since CzechosEovakia has available more natural resources. 

Therefore, in the concerned aeea of the water reservoir, emptiasis is placed on necessary 

permanent preservation of natural living communities. To preserve oui- natural assets with 

regard to utilization of genetic resources we need more knowledge, since our present 

infamation is not sufficient. Not even the first steps have been taken in estimating the basic 

biologie-population-ecologic, as well as population-genetic parameters. 

Even if the Czechoslovak scientists have carried out classic biotic research and have 

considerably advanced in this respect and are ahead of us, but pertinent research has not yet 

been undertaken. 

Without this data we cannot make prognosis concerning the impacts on living organismç. 

The Hungarian scientists çonsider as a basis the project prepared by the group of the 

Hungarian Academy of Sciences. This reçearch will take dmost five years, starting frorn the 

more extensive operation of monitoring systerns and data assessment. Efficient biological 
monitoring system is a basic prerequisite for measurements of the impact of interventions on 

the environment and for its forecasting. 



m x  NO. 3 
WORUNG GROUP FOR GEOLOGY AND SEISMOLOGY (BUDAPEST, 17 - 19 JULY 

1989) 

1. The scientific workng group d d t  with the gealogic, tectonic and seisrnic problems 

involved in the construction of the Nagymaros Project. The group proceeded on the 

basis of the materiai prepared by "ad hoc" group of the Hungarian Academy of 

Sciences, of replies of the Czechoslovak side, of additional materials, which are 

available to both sides. 

Further data were obtained during the inspection of the construction site (pit) in 

Nagymaros on July 18, 1989. It was concluded, that according to international 

practice the relevant research is important the economic dirnensioning of the 

structure. 

Taking into consideration the above-mentioned, the seismic conditions are not a 
definite obstacle in engineering realization, though their consideration is necessary. 

2. Geologic and seisrnic aspects of the security of the Nagyrnatos Project were 

thoroughly dealt with; however, it was not possible to reach an agreement. 

The position of the Hungarian side is contained in Addendurn No. 1,  and the position 

of the Czechoslovak side in Addendum No. 2. 

3.  Plan and realization of the GabCikovo Project, including pertinent seisrnic provisions, 

were approved in the Joint Contractual Plan in 1976. 

According to the opinion of the Czechoslovak pari of the Working Group the 

adopted technical solution will provide safe operation of the GabEikovo Project. 

4. The scientific working group recommends to complete, as soon aç possible, the 

exiçting monitoring system, thus developing a homogenous systern for monitoring 

seismic, geologic, hydrologic and other phenornena. The system should monitor the 

reach between Bratislava and Budapest and should be developed on the basis of the 

joint project, 



The scientific working group considers it as necessary, in the intetest of uniform 

presentation and explmation of geophysical-geelogical data on the entire territory, to 
intensify bilateral scientific cooperation. Both addenda are integral part of this 

document. Enelosed is also the list of the rnembers of the scientific working group. 



ADDENDUh4 NO. 1 

POSITION OF THE HUNGARIAN SDE 

1. The Hungarian side has stated that it considers the data presented in the final 

seismic report for the G/N Project as a whole as insuficient. A complete 

geologic and seismic research final report has not been prepared for the 

Nagymaros Project. 

2. The seismic hazards for the area of Nagymaros have not been specified. 

Proceçsed data from histoncal earthquakes are not available, nor the geologic- 

geophysics prospecting and surveys necessary for assessrnent of the tectonic 

situation (e.g. the character of horizontal displacements of fault zones under the 

structure is not known). 

3.  According to the opinion of Hungarîan side it is necessary to put into operation 

the monitoring systern p h r  to realization of the Project. / 

ADDENDUM NO. 2 

POSITION OF THE CZEÇHOSLOVAK SIDE 

1. The results of the geologicd prospecting for the joint investment task and 

contractual plan of the Nagymaros Project verified by Hungarian geologists, were 
regularly consulted by the Czechoslovak experts. The Czechoslovnk group 

regards them as adequate and complete, which was confirmed also during the 

inspection of the open construction pit of the Nagymaros Project, on 17 July 

1989, when the Group for geology and çeismology and the representatives of the 

general designing organisation (VIZITERV) and the investor (OVIBER) were 

preçent. 

The quality of the bedrock formation was verified by the fact, that in the 

immediate vicinity of the Danube channe1 inçignificmt water amount (250 1 .s-1) 

is pumped from the construction pit, covering an area of 48 ha. Groundwater flow 



originates especially from the contact between the sealing w d  of the cofferdam of 

construction pit and the bedrock. 

The construction pit is practically dry, giving evidence that the tectonic fractures 

and systems of fauIts are cioçed, fllled secondary, and that there is no active fauIt 

system. As far as open fractures are concerned they wete caused by blasting 
works in the construction pit. 

The Czechoslovak side concluded, that the bedrock is a suitable formation for 

providing safe total stability of structures (including seismic) of the Nagymaros 

Proj ect. 

2. Al1 available seismic publications worked out by Hungarian experts show, that in 

the Nagymaros area the seismic phenornena and effects of local and distant 
emhquakeç did not exceed in the past 6 degrees of the MSC scale. According to 

one of the Hungarian members of the commission and to the information obtained 

during the inspection of the constmction site (18.7.1989) the final version of the 
project guarantees the seisrnic resistance of the structure by 2 degrees highet (i.e. 

8 degrees MSC) than the original (6 degree MSC). This final solution provides 

safe resenre and covers also eventual uncertainty in the previously assessed 

degree of hazard. 

3. The Czechos~ovak group recommends to supplement the existing monitoring 

system by additiona1 monitoring syçtems (seisrniç, geodetic, hydrologic, and 

ecologic), over the period of constmction of the Nagymaros Project to control 

the conditions occurring in the reach between Bratislava and Budapest. 

4. The negotiations of the Group on geoIog~r and seismology were affected by the 

absence of geologists and designers of the Nngymaros Project, hence the 
approaches applied to solutions could not be adequately explained. 

Conclusion: 

It follows, fiom the above-mentioned, that the geologic and seismic conditions at the 

Nagymaros construction site do not present an obstacle for continued construction of the 

Projects. 



ANNEX NO. 4 
W O m G  GROUP EOR PEDOLOGY, AGRICUL- AND HYDROWGY 

POSITION OF THE HUNGARLAN 'SIDE 

Groundwa ter 
According to project plans, the effect o f  Dunakiliti bpoundment on 
groundwater developr~ent and the influence of the abandoked channel 

. (the old Danube) on groundwater level decreasing are compensated by 
a system of infiltration and seepage canals; howevex, the 
qualitative and quantitative issues were n o t  adequately clear.  

I n  cer ta in  Localities water logging phenornena occur, sometimes 
d e - i n g  up. which m y  increase by inadequate operation. 

The Nagymaros impounding will increase the groundwater level within 
the e n t i r e  badwater area. I n  some place, due to dredging, this m a y  
have unfavorable consequences. 

~rinkinq water resources 
The Çlovak and Hungarian Lowlands have uniform hydrological 
pa t t e rn ,  therefore, similar phenornena exit. The deeper grave1 
lzyezs accumulate large ESLQUZ~S af hiph quality water and t h c s  
provide water supply fo r  several millions of inhabitants in 
Czechoslovakia and Wungary. ~ r o t e c t i o n  of these water resources is 
of cornmon interest to both parties .  A close cooparation of experts 
in of both countries is necessary in the f i e l d  of dr ink ing  water 
quality pro tec t ion  and in related research. 

Bank infiltration 
The u n i f o m  water bearing horizons of the Kisalfold are supplied 
from the Danube channel by means of bank infiltration ana f rom 
precipitation. The impounding, altered r iver channel arid 
construction of the inf il t rac ion  system w i l l  completely change 
infiltration conditions. In t h e  section of impoundment. in turbid 
or colmataged sections,  water quality changes vûhich will occur due 
to seepaga within the  seepaga system, are not completely clear.  

In the section rnentioned above, increase of iron. mânganese, a r d  
ammonia content m y  be expected. Due to dredging. potential hazard 
of ~zganic micropollution and other types of pollution may occur. 

U l t i r n a t e l y ,  negative effects may have negative impact not only on 
bank infiltration. but l a t c r  they rnay penetrate also in:o :he 
accumulated water bearing layers. However, ch@ impounding may h a v e  
a l s o  favorable effects on supply dimensioning. 

Soi1 - 
The groundwater i n  the area of K i s , ~ l f o l d  has decisive i n f l u e n c e  on 
soi1 fertility and other soil chaz-ac te r i s t ics .  Groundwaker level  
alterations will, therefore, change also the soil f ertility . Flood 
waters convqed by the rive; iricrease the groundwater le- el, 
causing, in some places water, lcgjing of s o i l s .  Low w a t e r  stttes 
result in dewatering and desiccation of soils. 

C z h e r  ~ctential hazards a r c  floods. krhich caused considerakle 
àamaze in 1954 in Hungary and i n  1965 i n  Slovakia. 



Construction of the HPP Gabcikovo reduces this danger significantly 
by stabiliring the groundwater level. 

Regulating and controlling this groundwater fevel and the 
prevention of  pollution are required to maintain s o i l  fertility. 

For this purpose, it is necessary to utilize, to the f u l l e s t  
extent, the comi t t ed  investments. 

Alterations in water regirne uf s o i l s  may change the q c l e  of 
substances, bringing about following (potential) conditions: 

- creation of carbonates, resulting in changes of the fertile 
topçoil layer and tendency to desiccate 

- in t e r r i to r ies  where groimdwater level is reduced, 
hydromorphic s o i l  characteristics undergo changes, 
decomposition of orçanic mattex inureases and the movement of 
water results in leaching of sl~bstances; f i n e  soi1 particles 
are transportsd tewards d e ~ p e r  layers, decreasing the  E e r t  i l e  

l layer 

- in segions whero the groudwatzr  level will increase relative 
to the present s ta te ,  the soil will not be adequately aerated 
and the hazards of interna1 waters will increase. High 
carbonate content i n  grouzdxater can cause, due to cap i l l a ry  
rise,  dogging of soil. In c&se of salinated groundwaters, 
secondary salination o c c ~ r s .  (The potential hazard of 
salination iç especially serious on the  Slovak terri t o r y  
eastward £rom the  centre of tke Danube Tsland.) 

- in case of groudwater  pollution from industrial, 
a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  and municipal. .wastewater sources, t he  

I contamination can penetrate i ~ t o  the nutrients, damaging t he  
, I food cycle of man, animals anG plant. 

- lands affected by the backwater of the HPP Nagymros are not 
çurveyed to the same extent on both Danube river banlis. Ir. is 
necessary to enhance pedololic research in the  section G o a y - ~  
and Nagymaros in the same w a y  {as on the  Slovak side), cc 
dzcide the extent of soi1 degradation. 

Monitorinq system 
I The working group placed considersblî aghasis on the assessmenc cf 

the initial s t a t s  of hydroloçical and pedalogical conditions. 
i 
i It suggested to complete the  monitoring system and to p u t  it inzo 

operation pridr to the Eirusov-Dunakilit i  reservoir filling. 

For this purpose, i ts  is desiraS1e to intensify the cooaeraticn 
1 between both sides, and conseque~tly to specify changes, which will 

occur in operating this pr .o j j tc .  The monitoring system is 0217 
I efficient when it is operated on bath sides aecordinq to uniC;ed 

methods and evaluation. 



The monitorinz system must record groundwater levels and quality, 
and soil moisture distribution, as well as physical and chemical 
changes in the groundwater, data on soi1 fertility, etc. 

l 
Countrvside 
Topmost p r i o r i t y  is to be giveri to maintaining, to the extent 
possible, the original character and harmonious culture of the 
country.  As far as the environmental protection is concerned, the  
protected area of t he  midmountains, flanked by highlands and 
alluvial forests and the area between Borzsony and P i l i s  Mr. are 
the t h i r d  most frequently visited regions by tourlsts. 

Therefore, any in tervent ion  must considered this cornmon national 
asset. 

Removal of the floodplain iorest  ecosystem on the 70 km long 
section would completely changê t h e  features of the count ry .  In 
the course of construction it is necessary to provide not c n l y  
deforestation but also afforestation of t he  riparian areas .  

Archaeolow 
Archaeological rel ics  and monuments are to be protected at nny 
rate. Significant historical monwents  are located in the section 
Visegrad and Esztergom. some of which are  potentially endângered by 
impoundments (guard tuwers 1 . ~xcavations of nedieval relics a: 
Esztergom would be pcevented by increased groundwater level. Trie 
historical monuments are to be preserved as cornon heriea~e r L  
Europebn significance. A l s o  s j o i n t  arçhaeological research 25 C O  
be considered (Comenius Universit:y, Brazitilava, Archaeoloçi.r31 . 
~nstitute Nitra). 

Position of the CS workins uroug for soil. aqriculture, z& 
hydrolow 

Follùwing i s s u e s  were discussed: 

a }  Impact of the HPP on grounèv~at~lr resources (quantity/qual :=-y i 
in the  region cf Szige tkoz  and Upper Danube Island 

b) E f f e c t  of H P P o n  soi1 and i t s  f e r t i l i t y *  

Item a) 
Groundwater supplies on th2 Danube Island are c u r r e n t l y  explo~ted 
on the CS side by three water supply systems. The capacity frir 
utilizable water fo r  drinking water supply will be increased by :?.e 
construction of Hrusov-~unakilitiy reservoir. 

~imilar conditions will develop on the Hungarian side. A t  the saTe 
time, the water table will be stabilized on a higher le*.-el 
( fluctuation 1 m) as compared xith present state. A t  the b e g i n n i r . ~  
of operation the amount of water infiltrating into groundwater nri:l  
increase, meanwhile the seepage canals on both sides of t h e  
reçervoir wi Pl prevent the unf svorable l a t e r a l  seepage and event da 1 
water logging of the terr i tory nesr the protection dyke of r k e  
resewoir; however the necessary t inie of water infiltration ccxards 
the exploited resmrces (wells) wi11 be maintained. As zhe 



colmatage process will proceed, t h e  amount of infiltrating water 
will gradually stabilize. In case of intensive pumping of 
groundwater f o r  drinking and process water supply, measures and 
technologies for increasing infiltration were suggested by CS side, 
by means of grocesses being ensured by the natural format ion af 
filtration membranes un the bottom and by adeq-uate filtration 

1 period. 

Thus, t h e  Hrusuv-bunakiliti reservoir will enable regulated 
(controlled) recharging of utilizable supplies of high guality 
groundwater for eeonomically important localities on CS and 
Hungarian side. 

T h e  Nagymaros reservoir will not influence the  groundwater regirne 
in these localities, The Hungarian side informed the Czechoslovak 
side of an alleged new Irnowledge c o n c e r ~ i n g  .the groundwater regime: 
however they did not present thm and therefore the CS side cannot 

I give its opin ion  to this information. 

Item b) 
The impact of the HP? Gabcikovo-Nagymaros on p~dologic, 
agricultural and ecological co~ditions of the Dantibe Island, of the  
territory clcçe to the river Vah mouth into the  Little Danube, cf 
t he  riparian zone from Xomarno to the r iver  I p e l  mouth i n t o  the 
Danube on one side, and of Sigetkoz and riparian zone between 
Gyonyu and Nagymaros, and betr~een I p e l  mouth and Nagymaros on the 
other side, are widely different at verious localities according to 
morphologie hydrologie and pedo1ogi.c conditions. 

Generally, that the  present state of economical utilization and 
environmental protection is nok the best. 

Especially, water level fluctuation in the Danube, at flood water 
discharges during summer periods, and at low discharges at the end 
of the  summer months and in autumn (as well as high variability of 
the  hydralogical regime in respective year), result in high water 
regime fluctuation connected to high waters with water logging 
(szigetkoz, Danube Island) . 
These fluctuations influence the  soi1 fertility, stability of crop 
y i e lds  in wet years s w e r s ,  when the harvesting on water logçed 
lands is rather diffiçult. Another çurrent ~otential hazard - - 

ensuing is the danger of disastrous floods (in 1554 in Hungary, i n  
1965 in CSSR) . 

I By constructirig of the system of XPP G/N, the flood protection will 
be increased to a high degree cf s ~ f e t y .  

The groundwater level in t he  Upper Danube Island and Szigekot will 
increase due to water i n f i l t r a t i c i n  form the  reservoir Hrusov- 
Dunakiliti, as mentioned earlier. In spite of that, the water 

I level will remain in the gravel-sand subsoil and will not exert any 
\ 

influence of the water'regïme of t t e  effective s o i 1  profile, 



In the central part of the  Danube Island and of Çzigetkoz. 
1 greundwater lave1 decrease will occur with an interruption 

of hydromorphic processes in soil; the  suil being cheracreristic 
af terrestrial s o i l s .  

Extensive groundwater decrease on both sides will ba prevented by 
regulation of weter level regime in existing systems of open 
canals, streams and dead branches of the Danube in the present 
flood plans .  By maans of groundwater regime s tabilization. 
conditions for regulation of their water regime will be created. 

In t h e  section o f  backwater Érom the Nagymaros dan, the tendency of ~ groundwater level increase will be mani f ested, though this tendency 
will be eliminated by construction of canals and by increase in 
pumping stations' capacity, which are included in the project. B-y 
these measures a s t a t e  of approximtely the present  level will be 
provi ded . 
Submitted arguments of the  Hungarinn side on potential changes of 
soil regimes, sunanarized in five garagraphs, were already known i n  
th2  course of investigation and rssoarch works for the  prepûra tion 
of the  technical project .  and l i n i i t a t i o n  of potential negative 
effects  had been considered in t h e  projects.  

These processes take place in a l l  regions and s o i l s  a l 1  over 
works if the  water regime get  changed a f t e r  dralnage or irrigati 
and-the possible intensity of changes and measures f o r  protect 
are w e l l  known. These processes occur on the territory of 
~ a n u b e  Island and Szigetkoz regardless rhe construction of the 
system3. It w i l l  be necessary to assess more precisely the ar 
of occurrence of respective assuined positive and or negac 
changes. 

the  
on, 
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This, according to CS experts, can on ly  be real ized by means of 
construction monitoring, reservorr filling and water level 
stabilization, but not by means of preliminary t e r r a i n  prospecring 
and investigation, conditioning ~ h e  postponernent of the HP? 
Nagynaras construction. 

~onsiderabls attention of the i i o r k i n g  group was given to the 
completion of t h e  so-called "zero stage of hydrologic, pedologic 
conditionsq. It was agreed, that the zero stage (of gauge?) musc 
be assessed before the filling the Hrusov-~unakiliti zero poin~. 
(zero  mark) resergair. For this, il: is necessary to intensify t he  
coogeration between the t w o  sides. 

~pecial emphases was put on t h e  coogeratian in the area of 
acceierated monitoring systern development f o r  recording changes 
which will occur from the beginning of operation of the projects. 

Thus, we recomend to enhance t h e  joint  assessrnent of the projeccs 
and of development of monitoring or, boch sides, and if need be. 
propose and perform necessary r[easureç. 



The working group agreet, that neither prior to, nor during 
negotiations, had the Hungarian side submitted any new data or 
information, which were not knom at the time of closing the Treaty 
and agreements, and which will jus t i fy  the interruption of the 
construction of the hydropower plant Nagymaros. 



CZECHOSLOVAK AIDE-MEMOIRE OF JULY 25, 1989 

[Translation) 

On instruction from the Prime Minister of Czechoslovakia, 

I would like to clarify some of the staternents of the GovernmenL 

Commissioner Extraordinary for the construction of the Hungarian 

p a r t  of the GabEikovo-Nagymaros Project ML. LZszl6 Udvari, made 

following I h e  extraordinary session of the Hungarian Government 

on July 20 of this year. 

Responding to the  speech of the Hungarian Prime Minister, 

Mr. Mikl6s Nemeth, at the plenary meeting of both  delegations, 

Che Prime Minister of Czechoslovakia, Mr. Ladislav Adamec, 

requested the Hungarian suggestions be submitted In writing in 

order to study them and lo take a position on t h e  alternatives. 

The Hungarian delegation, w i t h o u t  waiting fo r  the  Czechoslovak 

position, in the statement of the Governrnent Commissioner, 

unilaterally emphasizes only  the  Hungarian proposals. Rny 

decision of t h e  Hungarian delegation aimed at limiting the 

construction of the GabCikovo-Nagymaros Project  shall be regarded 

as a unilateral step with al1 related consequences. The 

Czechoslovak delegation w i l l ,  for  example, consider as a 

unilateral step by the Hungarian s i d e ,  if Hungary does not dam 

up the o l d  river bed of the Danube, or postpone t h e  construction 

by 3 - 5  years, etc. In al1 previous talks we were inf  omed that 

t h e  ternpoxary suspension of the work concerned the Nagymaros 

section only .  

We are astonished, therefere, that the Hungarian Government 

n o w  extends the suspension of the work to the  structures of the 

GabEikovo section, which is neyond and above the  f ramework of the  

decision of the Hungarian Parliament. 

The statement of the  Government Commissioner, Mr. Udvari, 

does not  mention, t ha t  t he  Prime-Minister of Czechoslovakia 

explicitly spoke about compensation f o r  damages that would result 

from a violation of the,Treaty by the Hungarian side. 

At the negstiations between the P r i m e  Ministers of Hungary 

and Czechoslovakia, Mr. Ladislav Adamec stressed that the  



Czechoslovak side insists on the completion of GabEikovo- 

Magymaras Project in accordance with t h e  Treaty and he did nOt 

Eind any reason to change this position. That was stressed both 

in the Statement of the Czechoslovak Government of M a y  15 of this 

year, and the respective resolution of the Czechoslovak Federal 

~ssembly; as well as in a concludlng televised speech of Mr. 

Ladislav Adameç  af te r  the talks with Mr. Nemeth at the  j o i n t  

press conf esence. 

We confirm the agreement between Prime Ministers that by 

the end of October of this year these issues will be considered 

and resolved at joint negotiations. 



(Translation) 

0i the  negotiation of the  plenipotenf iary of the government 

of the ~zechoslovak Socialistic Republic and the qovernment of 

the  Slovak ~ e p u b l i c  for the construction and operation of the 

GabEikovo-Nagymaras waterwork syçtem Mr. Lokvenc and t h e  

exrraordinary plenipotentiary of the  government of the Hungarian 

people's republic for the interruption ef the construct ion of the 

waterwork GabEikovo-Nagymaros Dr. Udvari, held i n  Brat i s lava  an 

August 3 ,  1 9 8 9  

The participants of the tabks:  

f o r  the CÇSR: Ing. Lokvenc, t he  plenipotentiary of t h e  government 

of the CSSR and SSR 

Ing. Veseli - the di rec tor  af Vodohospod5rska 

eseavba ,  Bratislava 
~ n g .  MUEkovd- the interpreter 

for the Hungarian people's republic: 
Dr. Udvari,  the extraordinary plenipotentiary of 

the government of the HPR. 

Ing. Halasz, representative of t h e  state p l a n n i n g  

commission of the HPR 

The negotiation took place a f t e r  a phone cal1 an  t h e  

request of M r .  Udvari i n  Bratislava, in the Forum hotel, on 

august 3 ,  1989, from 4 p-m. co 10 p.m. 
Mr. Udvari said that he had contracted the 'Czechaslovak 

embassy i n  the  HPR with aim at accelerating t h e  rneecing on the 
level of representatives of both governments. Afce r  consultation 

with members of the government of the HPR, Che plenipotentiary 

Mr. Havas and the  d i rec tor  general of 'IQviberw Mr. Sz6nt8, he 

desired to t a l k  about two questions: 

1. What kind of measures was taken in the CSSR in 

connection with the deciçion of the presidiurn of the PRH of July 

20, 1989, on the suspension of works on the Gabzikovo-Naparos 

waterwork çystern by the Hungarian party untll October 31, 1989 

/bath waterwork Nagymaros and GabEfkova/? The Hungarian p a n y  

i n t e r p r e t s  the speecha of Mr. Adamec at the Budapest talks on 

July, 1989, as an agreement to the proposals a£ the  H P R  

lincluding t h e  proposal not to dam up the bed of the Danube r i v e r  



in 1989/, because Mr. Adamec did nac protest against the 

proposals pronounced by Mr. Némerh. Therefore, the Hungarian 

Par ty  is surprised by the Czechoslovak party stance at t h e  ca lks  - ~ of the directive commission for the introduction of the objeçts  

of t h e  construction of the waternork into operation, established 

by the representatives of the comon operative group of the' 

governmencal plenipatentiaries. The ta lks  of the directive 

conmission were he ld  in Gyor on Augvst  2 - 4 ,  1989 and were 

attended by the "SOSH leading representatives Mr. ObloZinski and 

SzSn t6 .  The parties did not reach agreement at this negotiaeion 

on t h e  f u r t h e r  cooperation in connectlon w i t h  t h e  Hungarian 

proposa ls .  Mr. Udvgri demanded the  cechnological procedures 

ensuing from the Hunqarian suggestion to become a s u ~ j e c r  of an 

ex t rao rd ina ry  neootia~ion of the governmental plenipo~entiaries. 

2 .  Ee çubmits in a short: way, "complete m a t e r i à l s "  from t h e  

t a l k s  of t h e  pr ime-rn in is te rs  of t h e  HPR and CSSR that took place 

an July 2 0 ,  1989, beçause t h e  originally handed over text to Mr. 

Adamec during and a f t e r  the meeting w a s  inexact and concained 

formal mistakeç, he described the Hungarian media cammentaries 

a£ t h e  results of the  talks as misunders~anding following from 

deep u n f a r n i l i a r i t y  wieh t h e  problems and incorrect incerpreticg 

of the results of the talks O£ the CSSR prime-minister M r .  Adamec 

and the chairman of t h e  council of r n i n i s t e r s  of rhe HPR Mr. 

Németh. 

Mr. Lokvenc objecred to the whole attitude of t h e  Hungarian 

pa r ty  a f t e r  the talks of the  prime-ministers Mr. Adarnec and 

1 Németh and stared: 

A f t e r  the ta lks  w e  anticipated /and w e  agreed on it with 

Mr. UdvSry/ that the Hungarian parcy that suggests to make clear 
some questions, would table a proposal on further negotiation on 

I t h e  level of scientists or other experts or would make it clear 
1 

haw it understands the proposal to engage comonly i n r e r n a c  ional l l 

i institutions or experts. That was what w e  had to contemplate, 
i 
1 

t h a t  was agreed by the prime-minisrers. Mr. Adamec made a promise 

of o u r  cooperacion and therecare we had to agree on f u s c h e r  

concrete procedure. With astonishment we l i s t e n  t h e  proposa1 ~o 

open an extraordinary negotiation of the  governmental 

plenipotentiaries that should be centred on ehe talks abouc t h e  

1 2 0  
moderation of the tirne-table follawing from the unilareralnorion 



of t h e  çouncil of ministers of the HPR irrespective of the 

Czechoslovak stance toward the proposalo handed over by Mr. 

Nérneth to Mr. Adamec. The Czechoslovak plenip&ntiary does 
accept the proposal on such and extraordinary negotiations of the 

governmental plenipatentiaries. 

It is necessary to explain to the Czechoslovak side the 

intentions of the Hungarian state organç. How shall we i n t e r p r e t  

the fact thar the  Hungarian party will discuss the GabEikovo- 

Nagymaras waterworks system in the parliament in September and, 

later on, Mr. Nemeth will inform Mr. Adamec about the decision 

of the parliament of the HPR by October 31, 1989 there will be 

no talks but unilateral d i c t a t e .  Such a negotiation a f t e r  the 

session of the parliament can't be recormended to the  prime- 

minister of the CSSR. 
- it has not been made clear  what is the Hungarian notion about 

t h e  compensation of damages by the  Hungarian party .  The damage 

will be caused by the suspension of the construction of the 

waterwark system. 

On the  top of it, w e  a re  astanished by the unilateral 

interpretation by the Hungarian party, asçerting that the prime- 

rn in i s te r  of the  CSSR agreed to the unilateral notion of the 

Hungarian party about the  suspension of the intention to dam up 

the river bed by not protesting imediately, We have quoted t h e  

texts and explained t h e  meaning of Mr. Adamec speech pronounced 

a t  the  talks on July 20, 1989, in Budapest. It is impossible to 

corne to the conclusion interpreted by t h e  Hungarian party 

analysing not a simple sentence of h i s  speech. 

Since t h i s  is a very pr inc ipa l  question of a unilateral 
wiolation of the t r ea ty  as w e l ï  as agreements between the CSSR 

and HPR, we await an official note ar other explication of the 

council of rninisters of the  HPR to Czechoslavakia. 

We have h o t  corne to any conclusion as to the solution of the 

problem of the harm done to t h e  CÇÇR and p o l i t i c a l  consequences, 
we can anticipate In the sphere of mutual relations between the 

CSSR and HPR as we examine the interpretation announced to us 
now. The unilateral proposal by t he  HPR makes the CSSR tu find 

the own unilateral solution. 

As ta the adjusted text  handed over by Mr. Nérneth to M r .  

Adamec a t  t h e  negotiation on July 20, 1989, 1 have said t h a t  I 

121  , 
l 



have to take into consideration the o r ig ina l  delivered ro M ~ .  

  da mec. But if thete had been only some mistakes or formal 

adjustment after translation and cornparison, we w i l l  i n f o m  the 
~ungarian party  about our  position. Reacting to the  introduc tory 

speech of Mr. Lokvenc about the mentioned problems, M r .  Udvari 

c r i e d  t o  explain t h a t  t he  Czechoslovak parry interpreted 

incorrectly the conclusions of the t a l k s  of the prime-ministers 

of July 20, 1989, particulary the  problem of damming up the bed 

of the Danube river in 1989. During the referred-to negotiation 

Mr. Németh rnentioned allegedly twice the Hungarian prrgosal  

/during the personal confidential conversation only betwe; the 

prime-ministers/ and because Mr. Adamec did not react - Lhe 

proposals, did not take a position toward that, the Hungarian 

parey regarded t h a t  as the agreement of the  Czechoslovak 

governrnent. With regard to this interpretation the presidiurn af 

the council of the rninisters of the HPR at an extraordinary 

session on 3uly 20, 1989 ( a f t e r  the talks with the Czecboslovak 

delegarion) adopted the proposals, the exact wording of which M r ,  

Udvari handed over to the Czechoslovak party today. For betrer 

understanding the proposa1 contains a sçherne of f u r r h e r  steps at 

the realization of some of the two suggested alternatives by the 

HPR . 
Fur the r ,  Mr. Udvari said tha t  the Hungarian party was 

willing ta submit to the Hungarian Parliament a compromise 
propasal on the  completion of the GabElkovo-Nagymaros vatemorks 

system according to the o r i g i n a l  project  /it should be postponed 
by one, if  needed, by three - f ive years/ .  By the end of Octaber 
1989 a moderation of the Interstate Treaty  on the construction 

and operation of the GabEikovo-Nagymaros waterworks sysrem would 

be prepared. It would guarantee the demands concerning the 

protection of cleanneçs of water and changes of the operation 

system of the GabEikovo waterwerk. 
The suspension of the  works by the Hungarian party until 

Oçtober 31, 1989, is çonsidered a final decision and regarded as 

appraved also by the Czechoslovak parLy. It means t ha t  net only  

works on the Nagymaros grade are being suspended but also t h e  

works by the Hungarian party carrked o u t  at the Gabeikovo step 

including not damming up of the bed of the  Danube river in 1989. 
M r .  Udvari said he believed it would be possible to discuss today 



in detail the technical aspect of the realization of the proposal 

of the HPR, for tkere was not time enough for the elaboration of 
t he  proposal of the council of the ministers Of the Hungarian 

parliament session in September 1989. The council of rninisters 

of the HPR awaited the position of the government of the CSSR 

toward two alternatives of f u r t h e r  continuation of the:; 

construction thar were referred i n  the materials handed over to 

Mr. Adamec. It is necessary f o r  the Czechoslovak par ty  to adopt 

a pas i t i on  toward them, particulary taward the  compromise 

alternative. Açcording LO him the experts should t a lk  and, later 

on, t h e  prime-ministers should  meet before t h e  beginning of the 

session of t h e  Hungarian Parliament. 

He w i l l  i n f o m  M r .  Németh about the d i f f e r e n ~  

interpretation of the Czechoslovak party of t he  conclusion of t h e  

presidium of the council of ministers of the HPR on the  

suspension of works on the waterwork sysrem and, in pasticular, 

toward t he  not damming up t h e  bed of the Danube river in October 

1989. 

As to t h e  f u r t h e r  cooperation of sciontific institutions 

of the HPR and CSSR at t h e  explanatian of the object ions  

concerning fu r the r  construction of the waterwork system, Mr. 

UdvZri was of t h e  opinion that we can no t  expect more. Than the  

r e s u l t s  of: the up to now mutual negotiations within such a short 
period - by Sepeember 1989. 

An International expertise can be carried out as late as 

at the moment of the agreement of both Czechoslovak and Hungarian 
pa r ty  on the postponement of the daming  up of the bed of t h e  

Danube r i ve r  by one year or more. However, that would mean to 

suspend the construction of the waterwork sysrem far  longer time. 
In case the works are suspended for one year the Czechoslovak 

party must guarantee the cleanness of the warer and the syçcern 
of operation of the GabEikovo hydro power station. Because Of 

lack of t i m e  it is not possible to launeh new sesearch. Therefore 
experts have to meet urgently and fonmilate the impacts of both 

alternatives upon the f u r t h e r  construction. 

If the Czechoslovak parry refuses to discuçs the 

suggestions of the  HPR another situation will arise. The council 

of miniçters of the  HPR would be astonished if the Czechoslavak 
par ty  does n o t  accept the compromise proposal and if it, on the 



top of it, demanded compensation for t he  damage. It would mean 

the  end of the construction of GabElkovo-~agymaros watework 

systern. M r .  Udvdri was ineerested in the calculation of damage 
in case of the application of various alternatives of the f u r t h a r  

construction. ThaC could be required by t h e  CÇSR toward the HPR. 

He was inreeested in the position of the CSSR toward &he t w o  

proposais of the HPR / the  suspension of the  construction f o r  1 

of 3 - 5  years/. 

The opinions toward the possible alternatives of the 

f u r t h e r  cons~ruction of the waterwork system and repeated t he  old 

suggestions: 

1. The completion of the  waterwork system according to the  

original pro jec t  and tirne-table is unreal /including the 

watework Nagparos/,  there is now chance f o r  approval by the  

Hungarian Parliament. 

2 .  The completion of watework system without the watemork 

N a w a r o s  one year later. 
3 .  The completion of the waterworlc system according to t h e  

original project  af ter a 3 - 5  years suspension. Meanwhile the 

works are interrupted, the possibility of ecological danger wi 11 

be made clear with the help of experts. 
4 .  The completion of the watework system according to rhe 

original pro jec t  wirh 1 year postponement. The HPR can carry  o u t  

this alternative. 

If the  conclusions are adopted by both part ies ,  t h e  damage 

following from suspension of the  construction w i l l  be divided 

5 0 : 5 0 .  

At the  end, Mr. udv5ri seressed that the council of 

ministers of the  HPR does noc rnean to take advantage of the 

peoblems connected to the Gabfikovo-Nagymaros watework system 
fram the political p o i n t  of view. The interna1 political 

situation is, however, serious for the council of rninisters. Mr. 
Udvdri asked the Czechoslovak party ta take this reality i n t o  t h e  

consideration at t h e  preparation of the stance of the CSSR. 

He appealed to both parties to take decisions of which they 
would not hava to be ashamed in future. The postponement of the 

completion by 1-5 years does not mean anything as againsr t h e  

respecting the  original project of the  waterwork system. He asked 

the Czechoslovak party to continue t h e  expert negotiations and 



f ormulate its positions concerning the Hungarian proposais 

including the  calculation of the damage compensation to be 

applied.*The next part of ta lks  did not bring anything new. The 

Hungarian extraordinary plenipotenriary had to acknowledge our 

ob jec t ions .  he said, he would have to inform .the respective 

organsand, first of a l l ,  Mr. Németh about the different 

interpretation of the results  of the t a l k s  of Mr. Adarnec and Mr. 

Németh. The hungarian party is waiting f o r  the answer of the 

czechoslovak pa r ty  cbncerning the suggested alternatives. 
He said that the t a l k s  of the  prime-minister should start 

earlier than the parlamentary session. The cooperation of 

scholars, with regard to the Lems does not allow us co hope in 

the results we don t know today. The engagement af international 

scientific inst ie iut ions would make sense only if the  governrnents 

agree on a postponement. The Hungarian party will hand over an 

o f f i c i a 1  standpoint on the  daming up the Danube r i v e r .  He 

acknowledged literally that no Hungarian aff ims that Mr. Adarnec 

had agreed to the Hungarian alternatives, but he was of the 

opinion, th* one year postponement was acceptable, particularly 

in case that both parties would share t h e  damage /it means we 

would share t h e i r  damage - note by Mr. Lokvenc/, etc. 
After a l l ,  a f t e r  an exhauçting discussion it was agreed as 

follows : 

1. Both plenipotentiaries will inform urgently t h e i r  superlor 

organs about the situation chat  arose, 
2 .  Mr. Udvari w i l l  ensure an official information for us about 
t h e  decision of the council of t he  rniniçters of t h e  HPR not to 

dam up the bed of the  Danube river in 1989 and to this relaced 
and adopted measures by the  respective organs. 

3 .  M r .  Lokvenc will do his uprnoçt tu initiate an urgent  off i c i a l  
response concerning the proposais made to Mr. Adamec at t h e  t a l k s  

on July 20, 1989 by Mr. Németh. 
4 .  Mr. Wdvari w i l l  do his best to postpone the session of t h e  

Hungarian Parliament on the GabEikovo-Nagymaros Waterworkç 

sysrem. In ccinnection wirh chat, both plenipotentl iar ies  will t r y  

to initiate a negotiation of the governrnents of bath States p r i o r  

to t h e  parliarnentary session. The governmental negotiation should 
be preceded by talks between the prime-minister of the CSSR M Y .  

Adarnec and t h e  chairman of t h e  cauncil of the rninisters of the 



HPR Mr. Nemeth. Thae should be preceded by t a l k s  of vice - prime- 

rninisters and the council of the ministers Chat should prepare 

m a t e r i a s  for the negotiation of the prime-rninisters with aim at 

preventing different in te rpre ta t ion  of the  conclusions of the 

negotiation. 

5. The plenipotentiasies agreed on che necessity to engage 

scientists uf both states in the  field of ecology, geology, 

seisrnology, pedology and water economy in t h e  discussion about 
' the influence of the  GabCikovo-Nagymaros wateworks system upon 

the  protection of the territory, shipping, production of energy 

and developrnent of t h e  area. It means to negotiate about t h e  

problems of the national economy. 
As a way ou t  alternative would be 

the GabEikovo-Nagymaros watemork system . . .  according to the 

Treaty 

the CabEikovo-Nagymaros waterwork system . . .  without Nagymaros 
the  CabEikovo-Nagytaros watework system . . .  with 1 year 

postponement of the bed of the Danube r iver  

According to another alternative 

by 3 - 4 - 5  years 

The negotiation of the econornic working group will be held 

in Budapest on August 21-23, 1489 

Written by: Ing. Lokvenc 

Ing. Vesely 



Annex 68 

(Translation) 

PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK 

SOCIALIST REPUBLIC AND OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SLOVAK 

SOCIALIST REPUBLIC FOR THE CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATEON OF THE 

GAB~~KOVO-NAGYMAROS SY STEM OF LOCKS. 

Bratislava, Auguçt 8, 1989 

Comrade 

Dr. Udvari Laszlii 

Extraordinary Plenipotentiary of the Government of the Hungarian People's Republic and 

State Secretary at the Ministry of Transport, Communications and Construction of the 

Wungarian People's Republic. 

BUDAPEST 

Dear Comrade Udvari, 

We agreed at our joint meeting on August 3, 1989 that the Czechoslovak side 

wilI receive the unilateral decision of the council of Ministers of the Hungarian People's 

Republic that the Danube riverbed will not be dammed in October of this year and in 

connection with this the Hungarian side will not dam the Szigeri Danube branch in 

August, as fixed in the tirnetable agreed by the Government Plenipotentiasies at their 

talks held in Bratislava on June 8 and 9, 1989. This unilateral step by the Hungarian side 

practicdly means that it witl not be possible to dam the riverbed in accordance with the 

hitherto valid, mutvally agreed date of damming the Danube rîverbed in October 1989. 

The above decision was communicated by comrade M. S ~ n t b ,  Chairman of the 

Hungarian part of the Joint Operative Group. He stated that he had been authorised by 
the Hungarian competent bodies to communicate it to the Czechoslovak side. 1 would 

like to inform you that the decision of the Council of Ministers of the Hungwian People's 

Republic was announced by the head of the Hungarian part of the Joint Operative Group 

at talks of the "Steering Commission for Putting into Operation the Structures of the 



System of Loçks" set up by the heads of the Joint Operative Group and jointly put by 

them in charge of limited tasks of putting the structures into operation. 

I consider it necessary to inform you that 1 am forced to ignore and to cancel the 

tdks of the "Steering Commission for Putting into Operation the Structures of the 

System of Locks" conçerning the damming or the Danube or the Szigeti Danube 

fiverbeds. 1 protest against the fact that such a serious unilateral violation of the Treaty 

and Agreements should be on the agenda of talks of worfing groups of Government 

Plenipotentiaries without having officially reçeived the decision of the Council of 

Ministers of the Hungarian People's Republic. I feel obliged to recdl that we had agreed 

that the Hungarian side would communicate information to our side in this manner at our 

latest talks. 

Moreover, 1 have to protest most resolutely against the core of the matter, i.e. 

against the unilateral decision of the Council of Ministers of the Hungarian People's 

Republic and the Hungarian interpretation of tdks between the Prime Minister of the 

Czechoslovak Socialist Republic and the Chaiman of the Council of Ministers of the 

Hungarian People's Republic held in Budapest of July 20. On July 25, on behalf of the 

Czechoslovak side, the Czechoslovak Ambassador, comrade Ehrenberger, presented to 

comrade Medgyessy, the Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Hungarian 

People's Republic an hde-mémoire to exclude misunderstanding as regards the 

interpretation of the position of çomrade Adarnec. The Aide-mémoire states that any 

decision of the Hungarian side aimed rrt restricting the construction of the GabEikovo- 

Nagyrnaros system of locks should be considered a unilateral step of the Hungarian side 

with al1 conseguences arising thereof. 

Let me conclude, comrade Extraordinary Plenipotentiary, by çtating that it might 

become necessary to further supplement or speci@ this protest depending on the 

statement of the Council of Ministers of the Hunganan People's Republic which you have 

promised to send us as soon as possible. 

With comradely meetings, 

(signed) V. Lokvenc' 



CZECHOSLOVAK NOTE VERBALE OF 18 AUGUST 1989 

(Translation) 

NO. 111.261/89-1 

The Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czechoslovak 

Socialist Republic presents it-s compliments to the  Embassy of the 

Hungarian People's Republic in Prague and, on behalf of the 

Government of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, has the honour 

to noLify its (Government's) position on t h e  cou r se  of action 

taken by the Government of the Hungarian People's Republic after 

July 20, 1989. 

Without waiting for the response of the Czechaslovak side 

to its praposals of July 20, 1989, the Hungarian side has taken 

measures to rea l ize  them. This concerns in particular the 

decision not to dam the old riverbed of the Danube which the  

Hungarian side was lo carry ou t  in the GabCikovo section in 

October 1989 in accordance with the tirnetable of work. 

The Federal Minis t ry 'of  Foreign Affaiss deems it necessary 

to point out that the Czechoslovak side has so fa r  alwayç 

proceeded f rom the fact that t h e  decision of the Government of 

the Hungarian People's Republic of May 13, 1989 on the  temporary 

two-month suspension of work on the part  of the Hungarian side 

applies only to the Nagymaros stage. This was being confirmed by 

the Hungarian side at all talks held so far. 

The Government 'of the Czechoslovak S o c i a l i s t  Republic has 

not changed its position of May 15, 1989 and continues to insist 

on the honouring of the Treaty. 

Embassy 

of the Hungarian ~eople's Republic 

P r a s u e  



The decision of the Government of the ~ungarian People's 

Republic adopted on July 20, 1 9 8 9  constitutes another important 

shift in the so f a r  reported intentions of the Hungarian 

Government. 

This new decision of the Hungarian side: 

1. Is, j u s t  as the decision of May 13, 1989, not supported 

by any relevant provisions of the treaty documents on the 

construction of the  GabCikovo-Nagymasos system af locks and its 

consequences therefore constitute an act of unilateral violation 

of international legal obiigations by the Hungarian People's 

Republic . 

2. Will cause in its consequences further considerable 

damage ta the Czechoslovak side £or which the Hungarian People's 

Republic will have to compensate for in accordance with general 

international law. 

3 ,  Was again adopted unilaterally without consultations with 

Lhe Czechoslovak side as provided for by Article 27 of the Treaty 

on the Construction and Operation of the  GabCikovo-Magymaros 

System of Locks . 
4. IL affects, to a great extent, a lso  the construction of 

the GabCikovo section thus  threatening the very basis of the  

, overall concept and the construction of the GabCikovo-Nagymaros 

system af locks as a whole. 

5 .  IL questions the credibility of the Hungarian side at 

talks on matters concerning the construction of the Project .  

With a view to the above reasons and facts and with 

reference to the international treaty documents on the 

construction of the GabEikovo-Nagymaros system of locks and 

relevant generally recognized noms of international law 

concerning international legal responsibility of states for the 

violation of international obligations, the Government of the 

CzechosLovak Socialist Republic will calculate the extent of 

dap-tage so far caused to the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic by 

the steps of the Hungarian side and will c l a i m  compensation. 

The Government of the Czechoslavak Soc ia l i s t  Republic at t he  

same time reserves itself the zight to clairn compensation for the 

damage which w i l l  be caused in the future as a result of 

unilateral decisions of the Hungarian People's Republic. 



1 Annex 70 

~ (Translation) 

PROTOCOL 

FROM THE NEGûTIATIONS OF THE Glt0l.JP OF EXPERTS ON THE G A B ~ ~ K O V O -  
NAGYMAROS PROECT HEADED BY THE GOVERNMENT PLENTPOTENTTARY 
EXTRAORDINARY OF I-IUNGARY AND GOVERNMENT PLEMPOTENTIARY OF 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA BUDAPEST ON AUGUST 21 - 23, 1989. 

Tm PARTICIPANTS ARE LISTED IN ANNEX NO. I .  

The Heads of the group of experts agreed to discuss the following: 

1 . General questions 

2. Preparation of operative measures required by the new situation 

3.  Consultations of navigation experts 

4. Consultations of working group on energy 

5. Other questions 

1 .  General questions 

The present negotiation of experts continues the previous negotiations which were agreed 

on August 3, 1989. The negotiation was agreed already before the sending of the 

Czechoslovak Note Verbale of August 1 8, 1 989 and it does not deal with the subject of that 

Note. 

The Hungarian side States that the Czechoslovak side did not evaluate the proposals 

submitted at the meeting of the Czechoslovak and Hungarian Prime Mnisters, nor the four 

variants proposed on August 3, 1989 in Bratislava at the çpecial consultations of the 

Government Comissionet Extraordinary Dr. Udvhî with the Government Plenipotentiary 

Ing. Lokvenc. 

The Czechoslovak side stated that the evaluation of the Hungarian proposais is taking place 

and that they will be the subject of joint negoriations d e r  the evaluation by the 

Czechoslovak side and after a preliminary delivery of relevant documents. 



The Hungarian side was informed that in connection with the suspension of preparation for 

the damrning of the Danube river bed at Dunakiliti and a possible discontinuation of 

Nagymatos Project, the Czechoslovak side is studying the technical counter rneasures. 

The Czechoslovak side further stated that the designers would be studying the technical 
possibilities with the aim to decrease the losses h m  non-utilization of the GabEikovo- 

Nagymaros Project. 

This question witl be discussed further no later than before the negotiations of Prime 

Ministers of CzechosIavakia and Hungary. 

2. Preparation of o~erative measures required bv the new situation 

The government plenipotentiaries invite the Heads of the Joint Operative Group to make 

every effort at their negotiation beginning August 28, 1989 to reach an agreement 

concerning works which must be adapted in contrast to the agreed schedule or which must 

be expeditiously camed out, taking into account the present situation and futther possible 

government decisions. In submitting their proposals, both sides wiEl take into account the 

positions of theis respective governments. 

The group will submit proposals, in order of their priority, to the government 

plenipotentiaries for discussion at the next, September meeting or at the next extsaordinary 

meeting of government plenipotentiaries. 

The Lzechoslovak plenipotentiary States that in his opinion the Hungarian side will be liable 

for the edra costs. 

In the opinion of the Hungarian plenipotentiary, it is necessaq to follew the interstate Treaty 

in questions of possible extra costs. 

3. Consultation of navigation experts 

The navigation experts state that in aecordance with the decision of the Danube Commission 

(DWSES 45/27), the Commission must be informed at Ieast two months before the creation 



of any obstacle (Suspension or restriction of navigation) by the side which creates such an 

obstacle. 

In the opinion of the Czechoslovak side, given the present çtate of construction on the 

GabCkovo-Nagymaros Project, the only solution of navigation without losses is the 

cornpletion of this Project under the terms of the original interstate Treaty. 

Four variants are being studied. The two sides exchanged opinions on possible impacts of 
these variants on the navigation. 

The two sides agreed to consider as separate the following questions: 
- the comprehensive impact on basic means and objects (ships, navigation line, 

capacities, etc.), 
- the development of utilization of fuels, 

the impact of navigation on environment, 
- passport and custom çontrol 

other Impacts connected with the change in evaluation of activities of navigation 

agencieç of both sides. 

Mass parameters (tonnage of transported cornmodities, utilization of shipping tonnage, 

utilization of traction in kilowatt, transport output tlkm, fuel consumption in tunç etc.) will 

be used for this evaluation. 

The results will be exchanged by the two sideç by Septernber 5, 1989 

4. Consultations of Workin~ Croup on Enerw 

A memorandum on the consultations of Working Group on Energy is included in Annex No. 

2 to this protocol. 

5. Other questions 
The Czeçhodovak side handed over the information on development and protection of 

tenitoty. 

This protoçol was done in twa copies in the Slovak and Hungarîan language. Both texts are 

equally authentic. Annexes No. 1 and 2 form integral part of this Protocol. 



Budapest, August 23, 1989 

(Signed) Ing. Vladimir Lokvenc (Signed) Dr. Laszlo Udvari 

Plenipotentiary of the Comrnissioner Extraordinary of the 

Czechoslovak Governent  and the Hungarian Goverment 

Slovak Govemment 



LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

The Czechoslovak çide: 

Ing. Vladimir Lokvenc 

Tng. Pave1 JuraSek, Csc. l , ,  
~ Doc.Ing.Pavo1 Cibak, CSc. 

Ing. Jaroslav Husarik 

~rof.~n~.arch.~.Steis,~r~c. 

Ing. Karol U j h b  

Ing. Michal SIovak 

Ing. Jaroçlav Matura 

Helena MuEkova 

Marieta Hotkovh 

The Hungarian side: 

Dr. Udvari Laszlb 

Havas Peter 

Plenipotentiary of the Czechoslak 
Government and the Slovak 

Government 

Ministry of Transport and 

Communications 

Czechoslovak Danube Navigation 

Miniçtry of Forest and Water 

Management 

Slovak Techical University 

Czechoslovak Embaççy in Hungary 

Czechoslovak Embassy in Hungary 

Ministry of Fuels and Energy 

Office of the Slovak Government 
' 

Water Development State Enterprise 

Commissioner Extraordinary of the 

Hungarian Government and State 

Sectetary of the Minstry of Transport, 

Communications & Construction 

Plenipotentiq of the Hungarian 

Government 

Szanto Miklos Head of Hungarian section of the JOG 

ZorkSczy 201th Ministry of Environment and Water 



AIDE-MEMOIRE 

ANNEXNO. 2 

Erom the negotiations of delegations of the Federal Ministsy of Fuels & Energy of 

Czechoslovakia and the Mnistry of Industry of Hungary on August 21 - 22, 1989 under the 

direction of Ladislav Blaiek, Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Fuels and Energy of 

Czechoslovakia and Czipper Gyula, Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Industry of Hungary, 

and on August 23, 1989 on questions of energy at the Ministry of Transport, 

Communications & Constmction of Hungnry within the framework of negotiations between 

Dr. Udvari LhszlO, Cornrniasioner Extraordinary and Ing. Vladimir Lokvenc. 

The aim of these negotiations was to exchange opinions on questions of energy, in 

connection with the change of construction and operation of the Gabtikovo-Nagyrnaros 

Project. The participants are listed in Annex No. 3. 

The following was agreed on during the negotiations: 

According to the Joint Contractual Plan of the Gabtikovo-Nagymaros Project, the values of 

the production of electric energy and instalied output dunng an average water year are 

i following: 

When the GabEkovo-Nagymaros Project is completed in acçordance with the Joint 

Contractual Plan: 

GabEikovo Nagymaros Total 

- installed output in MW 720 158* 878 

- during flow operation GWh 2980 1040 4020 

- during peak operation GWh 2650 1025 3645 

If the turbogenerators are supplied by the Austrian Company the increase of the output is 

expected. 

If the Nagymaroç Project is not carried out, then the Gabckovo hydroelectric power plant 

can be operated only at flow mode &th the output of 2980 Gwhlyear. 



These values are preliminary because of changed hydroenergy conditions, which would anse 

if the Nagymaros Project is not realized, and futther figures and cdculations are needed. 

The Czechoslovak side states that: 

1) It persists on the realization of the GabCikovo-Nagymaros Project açcording to the 

valid Joint Contra~tual Plan in force, i.e. as far as material obligations and time 

çchedule are concerned. 

2) It demands the imrnediate continuation of works on damming the river bed of the 

Danube and filling the power canal which is the main condition for the successfuf 

putting of the first turbinelgenerator unit into operation by July 1, 1990, 

3 )  It will, otherwise, adopt on its side masures necessary for putting the hydroelectric 

power plant GabCikovo into operation. 

4) The unilateral suspension of works by the Hungarian side causes the damage to the 

Czechoslovak side allocated and invested means which, if their refund is postponed 

by 1 year, will sepresent the amount of 1953 mil. USD. It indicates that a solution 

different fiom that envisaged by the Joint Contractual Plan is adopted, the new 

division of hydroenergy potential must be reconsidered reflecting also the ratio of 

investments by the Czechoslovak and Hungarian side. 

5 )  It requests guaranteeing the supply of electric energy according to the Joint 

Contractual Plan for Czechoslovakia, also in case of postpanement of construction 

or the change of construction or the change of operation. 

6 )  If the Nagymaros Project is not completed, then the ratio of utilization of the 

hydroenergy potential of the Danube must be changed also with regard to the 

proportion of investments. This influences the ratio of benefits utilization for the 

Czechoslovak and Hungarian side. 

The Hungarian side states that it has not got those materials which would support the 

Czechoslovak position as well-founded. Thus, e.g., it is necessary to clariSf dunng Iegal 

negotiations, wha caused the damage. No declaration on damage division is possible 



Management 

Katona Andras Hungarian Workers Socialiçt Party 

Laczai SzabO Tibor Ministry of Industrgr 

Kreissne Hartai Gabriella Hungarian Energy Enterprises Tmst 

Vadasz Gaborne OVIBER 

The participants in the Working Group on Energy are listed in Annex No. 2 to this protcol. 



M X  NO. 3 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS ON AUGUST 21 AND 22, 1989: 

The Czechoslovak side: 

Ladislav Blaiek 

Vladimir Seewald 

Alfréd Ilka 

Deputy Minister of Fuels and 
Energy 

DeputyDirector of the 

Department in the Federal 

Ministry of Fuels and Energy 

Director of the Hydtoelectric 

Power Plants Trencin 

Technical Advisor 

Karol Ujhizy Czechoslovak Embassy in Hungary 

L'udovit Priecel Czechoslovak Embassy in Hungary 

The Humarian side: 

Gyula Czipper 

Tibor Szabb Laczai 

Szilard Solti 

Istvan Halasz 

Deputy Minister of Industry 

Chief Advisor of the Minister of 

Industry 

Head of Section in the Ministry of 

of Tndustry 

Deputy Director of Department in the 
Ministry for Environment and Water 

Management 





LETTER FROM THE CZECHOSLOVAK PRIME MINISTER TO THE TKWGARIAN 

PRIME MINISTER 

lTranslationl 

Prague, August 31, 1989 

Dear Comrade Chairman of t he  Council of Ministers, 

At our latest j o in t  t a l k s  in Budapest on Ju ly  20,  1 9 8 9  you 

offered me a proposal f o r  t h e  f u r t he r  course of action regarding 

the construction of the GabEikovo-Nagymaros systern of locks. The 

cornmon denominator of al1 the variants contained in your 

proposals is that they are a l1  aimed at marring the completion 

of t h e  GabEikevo-Nagymaros system of locks or of i t s  Nagymaros 

part  in accordance with t rea ty  documents i n  fo rce .  

l After a thorough examination of al1 the variants contained 

l in your proposal by the respective Czechoslovak authorities, 

l scientific, technical, ecanornic and other institutions, 1 have 

l to reiterate t h a t  t h e  Government of Lhe Czechoslovak ~ocialist 
l 

Republic insists that the construction of the ~abCikovo-~agymaras 

system of locks cont inue  in accordance with  the Treaty between 

I the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic and the Hungarian People's 

l Republic on the  Construction and Operation of the GabEikova- 

~ Nagymaros Sys t em of Locks signed on September 16, 1 9 7 7  and the  

Treaty Documents related to it. 

1 On the basis of a comprehensive evaluation of the entire 
problem, we concluded t h a t  al1 the alleged principal risks you 

point tu were taken i n t o  consideration already before and during 

the course of construction of t he  GabEikovo-~agymaros system of 

locks. Negotiations between Czechoslovak and Hungarian 

scientists, technicians and economists following the suspension 

Comrade Mikl6s Németh 

Chaiman of the  Council of Ministers 

of the Hungarian People's Republic 

B u d a ~ e s t  



by the Hungarian Government of w o r k  on the construction of the 

Nagymaros par t  a f t e r  May 13, of this year failed to produce any 

arguments f o r  postponing the realization or for changing the 

concept of construction of the system of locks as agreed in t h e  

treaty documents. 

Should the Hungarian People's Republic decide, in violation 

of its international legal obligations, to proceed unilaterally, 

1 without the consent of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, with 

any of your proposals the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic would 

suffer damage worth thousands of millions in respect of blocked 

investment means, its energy and navigation econçimy, agriculture 

and forestry. Any such action would adversely affect the  goals 

of water consewancy measures in a vast area of the Czechoslovak 

Socialist Republic and thus also urban and rural developrnent 

p ro jec t s  in the region. The Czechoslovak Socialist Republic will 

claim compensation for such damage. We shall have Lo take in this 

context such measures on the sovereign territory of the 

Czeçhoslovak Socialist Republic which will guarantee the  amount 

of water f o r  the GabEikova part specified in the TreaZy of 

September 16, 1977. The measures taken by the Czechoslovak side 

would be only temporary since the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic 

will remain ready ta complete the construction of the GabCikovo- 

Nagymaros system of locks under the above Treaty on the condition 

that the Hungarian People's Republic shows the  same will and Lhat 

it: compensates the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic for the damage 

caused to it $y the unlawful steps by the Hungarian People's 

Republic . 

With comradely greetings, 

(Signed) L. Adamec 



(Translation by Hungary) 

Hungarian Note Verbale of 1 September 1989 





The Minisv of Foreign A f k  of the Hungarîan People's Repubiic present its 

compliments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czechosiovak Sacialist 

Repubiic and has the honor to hereby inform the CzechosIovak P q  that it ha 

received Note Verbale No. 111.261189-1. dated 18 August 1989 of h e  Foreign 

Ministry of Socialist Republic of Czechoslovakia addressecl to the Ernbassy of the 

Hungarian People's Republic in Prague. 

The contents of the Note Verbale have been carefully studied by the relevant 

authorities of the Hungarian People's Republic and they have deerned it n m s q  

once again to svmmarise the facts and results of the meeting between the Heads of 

Government of the two countries heId on 20 Jury 1989 in Budapest c o n c e h g  fie 

Gabcikovo-Nagymaros Dam System and to state heir opinion c o n c e h g  the 

question of the dam. as foilows 

1. The Hungarian Party reported on the prolongation of the suspension of work in 

Hungary relatai to the Nagymaros dam and barrage techrioIogy until31 October 

h m  31 July 1989. 

2. The Hungarian Party announced bat, d u ~ g  the suspsion period, M e r  

investigations of the m l o g i d  risb en tailed b y the project shaU take place and that 

dwing this @mi no imversible technid m a u r e s  s i d i  be taken. This is the 

reason why p q a a t o r y  work conducted on the territory of R u n g q  and related to 

the relocation of the Danube's bed at the Dunakiliti weir plant was dm to be 

incIuded in the range of activities to be suspended. 

3. The Bungarian Party presmted two versions of its proposa1 concedg  the joint 

investigation of the feaSibility of the GabcikovwNagymaros Dam S ystern and 



invited the Czechoslovak Government ta make an assessrnent of the proposal and to 

hoId jouit discussions on the matter. 

The submitted version of the proposai sugpested tfiat joint investigations be 

conducted over a pend of either 3-5 years or in the aitemative version 1 y=, and 

the worlang out of ecologid guarantees and an optimai system of aperations. The 

Hungarian Party also proposed îhat international scientific organiçations be invoIved 

in the said joint scientific work. 

4. The Government of the Hungaian People's Republic, having assessed what was 

said at the negotiations of 20 July 1989, arrivai at the conclusion that the 

Czechoslovak Party does not think it necessary to modify the contents of the 

Gabcikovo-Nagymaros Agreement or the consmction schedule. It did however 

açhowledge the prolongation of the suspension of work rehted to the projet and 

did not raise a specific objection concerning the suspension of work reIared to the 

relocation of the Danube's bed at Dunakiliti, asking for Hungaian proposais 

concerning fuder  construction work to be anid out on the dam system to be 

handed over to the Cmhoslovak Party In witing. The Czechoslovak Party assured 

the Hungarian P q  that the Czechoslovak Government would assess t h e  

propo=ls* 

OR the bais  of the above the Foreign Ministry of the Hungarian PeopIe's RepubIic 

wishes to stress the following: the Hungan'arr Party did not cause the Czechoslovak 

 par^ to corne to the conclusion that the Government of the Hungarian People's 

Repubfic had takm uniIateral measun concerriing suspension of the construction of 

the Gabcikovu-Nagymanis Dam System. 

The Czechoslovak Party M v e d  the Hungarian proposais seferrd to in Point 3. 

above in w i h g  as m l y  as 20 July 1989, that is at the time of the meeting betweeri 



the Heads of the Hungarian and Czechoslovak Governments, wfiich proposais were 

later q a t &  by the Rungarian Government Comrnissioner in charge of the 

construction of the Gabcikovo-Nagyrnaros Dam System, who, on 3 August 1989 in 

Bratislava, handed ovw an edited version of the said propsals with a clear scheme 

attacheci, and accompanied by an exhaustive oral expianation, to the Czechoslovak 

Party- 

The Hungaxian Party must declare with regret that, up to the present day - 40 days 

later - the Hungarian proposals have still not b e n  assessed by the Czechoslovak 

The Government of the Bungarian People's Republic hereby wishes to direct the 

attention of the Government of the Czech Republic to the fact that, in its opinion, 

both Hungary and Czechoslovakia are k i n g  an xological emergency. The actions 

of both Govemments must be judged in the light of this fact. The Hungarian Party 

cm see no exphnation for the Czechoslovak Party's rigid refusal to discuss 

ecological guatantea and an optimum regirne of operations for the project. The 

Czechoslovak Party would not even go as far as discussing any questions which 

might lead to the smdest  deviation h m  the contents of the Treaty between the two 

countnes on the Consmiction and ûperation of the Gabcilrovo-Nagymatos Dam 

System, despite the fact that, on the basis of the cwrent scienltific knowledge, sbong 

objections have b a ~  r a i d  against the çlairn that the project wouId represent nt, 

ecological b t .  The Hungarian Party neverthdess h o p  that the Cza,hosIovak 

Party will finaUy adopt a responsible attitude and take an active pars in fmding a 

solution acceptable to b t h  sides. 

Based on the fundamental prinkiples of the Gabcikovo-Nagymaros Treaty the 

Hungarian Party hoIds that dI benefits and axasional losses r&td to the project, 

as well as financial and other implications of risks related to environmentai 



I 

interference, the prwention of such losses, and the reduction of risks and Iosses to 

the minimum, must be shared by bath Pattia. Therefore the Hungarian Party can 

see no justification for the CxhosIovak Party? siaims for compensation to be 

settled without negotiations, during the suspension period. 

The suspension of preparatory work related to the relocation of the Danube's bed at 

D u n U t i  by the Hungarian Party dues not in itself cepresent interference either 

with the execution aF the concept of the Gabcikovo-Nagyrnaros Dam System or the 

construction of the Gabcikovo dam. The suspension indispurably delays the putthg 

into operation of the first turbines; however, it must be taken hto consideration that 

this is the last chance for the two parties concernai to use the suspension pend to 

adjust their joint project to take account of environmental protection rqukrnen ts  

once and for ail, and to this end to weigh up aU the circumstances very wefully. 

The Govament  of the Bungarian People's Republîc finrily rejecîs the satement 

containeci in the Note Verbaie of the CSR dated 18 August 1989 accordkg to wkich 

steps taken by the Hungarian Par& put into question its rebhility in respect of 

negotiations conducd on the subject of the dam system. 

Such a groundless assertion must cause the Hungarian Governrnent to question 

wheîher it can expect appropriate mperation h m  the CzechosIovak Party in the 

settlement of such future prublems as may occasiody arise in the course of the 

execution of the joint projeet. 

At expert negotiations, conducted between 21-23 August 1989 in Budapest under 

the leadership of the Plenipotentiaries. of the two Goveniments, the Bungarian Party 

invited the Czeçhosiovak Party to explain the nature of the technical 

countenneasures that, aaofding to the Hungarian Party's information, the 



Czechosiovak Party was considering in connection with the suspension of the 

prepmtory work reIated to the relmtion of the Danube" bed at DunaWti. 

En the bght of the information received from the CzechosIovak Party on the subject 

the Government of the Hungarian People's Repubtic wishes to direct the attention of 

the Government of the Socialist Republic of Czechoslovdm to the fact that, shouId 

such counter-measures be undertaken, the Hunganan Party would regard hem as a 

breach of the Treaty of 26 September 1977. Such a breach of the Treaty would lead 

to senous international Iegal conflicts for which the Socialist Republic of 

Czechosiovakia would be soIeiy responsible. The Socialist Republic of 

Cmhoslovakia would dso have to assume sole resporisibility for any ecoIogicd 

threat to Hungary's tenitories which may arise from their actions, as wefI as the 

expected deterioration in navigation conditions on the Danube. 

The Govemment of the Hungarian People's Repubiic hereby once more invites the 

Czechoslovak Govemment to give serious consideration tu Hungarian proposds 

made in wtiting on 20 July 1989 in Budapest, and repeated on 3 August the same 

year, and urges the CzechosIovak Government to respond without delay to the said 

proposais on the merits. The Hungarian Party proposes that the p h e d  next 

meeting between the Heads of the two Governments be preceded by expert meetings 

and then a consultation between the Deputy Prime Ministers of the two cuunnies. 

The obligation of the two Governrnents to ciarify this compIex problem to thek 

nations, and their responsibiiity to h m  generations, now demands of the two 

Govmments a full and appropriate reconciliation of their mutual and individuai 

interests. 

The Minisq of Foreign A f f a s  of the Hungarian Peuple's Republic avads itself of 

this opporntnity ta renew to the Embassy of the Czechoslovak S d s t  Republic the 



1 

assumm of its highest consideration and requests that the above be immediately 

cornmunicated to the Czechoslovak Govemrnent. 

Budapest, 1 September 1989 

To: the Embassy of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, Budapest 



(Translation) 

(Extracts) 

Protocol  from the fiftieth session of C h e  Czechoslovak- 
Hungarian Commission for boundary waters concerning t h e  
water management on boundary waters ,  Çeptember 4 - 8 ,  1989, 
Palarikovo 



?rotocol  from ~ h e  f i f t i e t h  session of the  Czechoslavak-~ungarian 

commission f o r  boundary waters concerning the  water management 

on boundary waters, September 4 - 8 ,  1989, ~alSrikovo. 

21. O t h e r  questions and proposals 

21/A Ouestions çoncerninq t h e  construction of the Waeer works G ~ W  

and the common boundar, section of the  Danube and  ID^. 
The working groups f o r  the Danube and 1 ~ e 1  observe regularly t h e  

questions concerning t h e  construction of the Water works G/N and 

subrnit rhe following information to t h e  Commission: 

1. The Danube 

1. Reconstruction of the old riverbed and branch  svsterns on 

t h e  common seceion of Lhe Danube in rkm 1850-1708 

The right-side dyke of the reservoir Hrugov-Dunakil~ti on 

the  Czechoslovak terr i tory is half-builL in t h e  length ùf  

17 km. The lower part of 2 km was finished also with 

s t rengthening .  The earth works w e r e  finished at 9 8 %  i n  

the  right-side dyke of the  reservoir on the Hungarian 

t e r r i t o r y  in t h e  l e n g t h  9 , 9  km. The construction of ~ h e  

parc  of dyke in t h e  inundation area between the protec t ion  

dyke and the weir Dunakiliti began tu be built. The 

riverbed of t h e  Mosoni Danube was pastially filled, i ~ s  

w a t e r  supply is real ized through t h e  seepage canal, 

respectively throuqh Che inlet s t ructure  . The connect ing 
and guiding dyke are half-built in about 55% . 

The p i l l a r s  of t h e  Dunakiliti weir were finished. The 

installation of segment gate w a s  realized. The dredging of 

upper and lower p a r t  of cut-off is finished with exception 

of opening in upper part. The working group of t h e  

comission discussed, at their session of February 13 - 17, 
1989, the  projects of auxiliary equipment f o r  navigation 

in the navigation lock of the ~unakiliti weir, the daming  

of the riverbed and project of transfer of the navigation. 
IL stated, af ter detailed comentary of the projects, that 

impacts of pxoposed modifications and other interventions 

could temporary cseate negative conditions for  the 



navigation. As these impacts are  only of temporary 

character, the traditional corrections are not 

eçonomical, respectivefy they are not realizable before 

putting the DunakiliLi w e i r  into operation, therefore il 

is necessary that t h e  investment organizations prepare 

conditions for necessary arrangements. 

On 6 4 .  session of the J o i n t  operative gwoup, t h e  ~ u n ~ a r i a &  

side handed over a sludy "Arrangements of the  o l d  riverbed 

of the Danubev to the Czechoslovak side, which was prepared 

within the actual programme of t h e  Joint Treaty P r o j e c t  

taking into account the following demands: 

- to drain such a q u a n t i t y  of water which exceeds t h e  

discharge capacity of t h e  diversion canal and discharge 

of i c e ,  

- to guarantee the  necessary water level to supply L h e  

t h e  river b r a n c h e s  w i t h  water in t h e  inundation area, 

- to guarantee t h e  minimum width of L O O  rn of water leve2, 

- to satisfy the  dernands for sport navigation, 

- possibility of realization in short time. 

The Czeçhoslovak side agrees with t h e  contents of this s t u d y  

except the technical solution of s p o r t  navigation. It will c a k e  

its standpoint to t he  s p o r t  navigation l a t e r .  

The construction of works i n  the  right-side branch systern 

in t h e  inundation area is now built about 45%. The preparatlon 

of transfer of protection dyke Dunaremete began. 

The p r o j e c t  of deepening of the Danube riverbed below P a l k o v i t o . ~ ~  

was discussed in the commission o n l y  on i t s  6 4 .  session Ion  

January 1989). In t h e  protocol of this session, it propases ~ h e  

following stages of dredging: 

- 1. stage 1989 - April 1992 

Dredging af ditches with bottom width of 260 rn on half 

depth, dredged quantity 7,O millions m3, 

- II. stage April 1992 - April 1993: 
Connection of ditches, dredged quantity 5,O millions m', 

- III.stage April 1993 December 1994 

Completion of dredging. 



?zbruary session and rnentioned the following main comments: 

- dredging, besides ford dredging, it is possible to real ize  

it only in the navigation route  in designed ditches of the 

project, 

- it is necessary to perform the regular  stabilizatian of water 

levels and bearing of riverbed. In case of negative impacts, 
? 

the  investing organizations are to perform irnmediarely measures 

which are imposed by t h e  waCer management authority, 

- t h e  investing organizatien, design engineers and both water 

management organizations w i l l  i n f o m  on every session of t h e  

Working Group about t h e  state of dredging works and solution 

of exis,ting problems. 

Comrnents LO dredging works below PalkoviEovo were accepted by t h e  

Commission on itç 6 5 .  session. On the basis of research perf ormed 

i n  the meantirne, t h e  Working Grroup proposed chat the 

strengthening of pillar of the bridge in ~edve5ov would be 

performed later after  evaluation of experience from the dredging 

of riverbed. 

In t h e  backwater area of the Nagymaros projec t ,  the construction 

of dykes continued on the Czechoslovak territory. The works are 

partially stopped from May 13, 1989 on the Hungarian side. 

The dyking of construction ditch of the Nagymaros p r o j e c t  

was finished, t h e  navigation continues in the temporasy r ive rbed .  

II. The river ~ ~ e i  

The administrative decisionç, the water and construction 

authorizations, which are necessary for the realization of 

construction of structures according to adopted time schedule, 

are ready. The projects take into account the comments of the 

Working Group. The changes of projects were discussed and 

authorized by respective authorities. 

The construction works in the  rivexbed, and protection meaçures 

are realized in extent of about 60-70%. The technical conditions 

don't hinder the completion of works in set-up period. 

The Working Group states on the basis of spot view, done on March 

22,ig89, t ha t  the warks are realized in good quality. 

The Commission approves the report and sets up to the investing 

agencies to realize a l1  proposals according to the Treaty. 



Annex 74 

LETTER FROM THE HUNGARIAN PRIME MINISTER TO CZECHOSLOVAK PRIME 
MINISTER 

(Translat ion]  
Budapest, October 4,  1989 

Dear Comrade prime-Minister, 

In your letter of August 31, you in f  omed me about  the fact 

that you had judged the  Hungarian suggestions submitted at our  

cornmon negotiation on July 2 0 ,  at Budapest, and that you have 

drawn the conclusion to demand the continuation of the 

construction of t he  GabEikovo-Nagymaros Project acçording to t h e  

1 9 7 7  Trea ty .  

I am seriously concerned owing to t h e  fact that you have 

judged again our proposals and f o m u l a t e d  our position without 

organizing meritory t a l k s  on our proposals between our experts 

in t h e  period between July 2 0  and your l e t t e r  of August 3 1 .  

Consultation of t h e  experts in l a w  and ecology was agreed upon 

as l a t e  as a t  t h e  meeting of the Vice-Prime-Ministers on 

September 9 .  

My çoncern is multiplied by the fact chat neither of these 

meetings has brought rapprochement as to the  positions of t h e  

scientists. 

Dear Cornrade Prime-Minister, 

Many acknowledged representatives of science have pointed 

out serious ecological risks. These risks, with regard tu t h e i r  

charaçter, would be proved beyond doubt in case of completion of 

the original projeçt  and i t s  operation. The respective level of 

the scientific probability is, however, a reason to modify t h e  

or ig inal  proj ects . 

D u e  to the e x t e n t  of work already performed, this is the 

last opportunity f o r  both countries to conform the j o in t  work to 

meet ecological demands. To make this complicated problem clear 

Comrade Ladislav Adamec 

Pr ime Minister 

of the government of the CSSR 
P r a g u e  



f o r  our nations and to take responsibility for the  f u t u r e  

generations, pressures both governments to put together the 

comrnon and particular concerns fully and i n  a convenient way. 

With regard t o  t h i s  h i s t o r i c  r e spsnsab i l i t y ,  the  Hungarian 

governmenr, on May 13, çuspended work related to the construction 

af t h e  Nagymasos Project on the Hungarian territory. 1 explained 

t h i s  decision in the  course of our negotiation on J u l y  20, when 

1 informed you, as well, about the extension of t h e  period of the  

suspension. 

A t  the same tirne a legal dispute arose between both 

countries, The matter of the dispute was to what extent Lhe steps 

of the Hungarian party or t h e  refusal of the  Czechoslovak p a r t y  

of a meritory reassessment of t h e  Hungarian objections, could be 

regarded as justified or not. 

1 would llke to put  emphasis on the fact  t ha t  the Hungarian 

government based its decisions on the provisions of the 

international law concerning environment protection, according 

to which, in case of ecalogical r i s k s ,  s ta tes  are entitled and 

obligea, in order to eliminate undesirable ecologiçal impacts, 

to suspend wcirk  and launch talks. The Hungarian party, according 

to its best conviction considers these steps f u l l y  justified. 

Therefore 1 find irrelevant your demands concerning the 

compensation of damage referred to i n  your letter. 

1 don't understand, therefore, the statements made on 

behalf of the Czechoslovak government concerning the technical 

measures to be applied on the sovereign territory of the CSSR in 

l case of postponement of the  damming , up the  river bed at: 

Dunakiliti. You are, surely, informed about the kind of 
l 
I ecological danger this step represents for the Hungarian area of 
1 t h e  "Small Wheat: Islandt1 (Szigetkoz), and, in case of a flood, 

also for Bratislava. 

The responsibility of the Czechoslovak government as f a r  

as t h i s  question is concesned, is evident. The impact af such a 

step would afflict ncrt only the relations of both our countries, 

but it could become an international mattes. The atmosphere of 

the former persona1 meeting with you alqaws me to hope that our 

nations will not appear in that unpleasint situation. I believe 

that before our forthcoming persona11 meeting, a political 

atmosphere and favourable situation wili be created and, in t h e  



course of the negotiation, the environment protectionwill become 

the priority and also the Czechoslovak party wlll take into 

account the warning of the scientif ic organs of the Hungarian 

par ty  concerning the  serious ecological risks. We cannot accept 

t h e  general Czechoslovak opinion that most O£ the disputable 

problern could be settled and monitored also after thé completion 

of the Gabeikovo-Nagymaros Project and, pasticularly, after the 

headwater installation Dunakiliti-HruSov is completed. We regard 

the experiment in the nature that could r e su l t  in uncertain 

results as extraordinarily rlsky . 
1 underllne repeatedly that the Hungarian government, with 

regard to the scientific warning, considers it necessary to make 

clear the ecologiçally exceptional situation that arises as the 

consequence of putting the G/N project  into operation according 

to the original project .  

In the framework of the minimalization of the  ecological 

risks at the headwater installation Dunakiliti-HruSov we o f f e r  

the initiative to conclude an agreement between the Hungarian and 

Czechoslovak government on the preparation and accomplishment of 

the programme of the comprehensive technical, operational and 

ecological guarantee system protect ing the water quality . L t  can 
be achieved by further concretization of the system of demands 

of general character contained in the paragraphs 15 and 19 of the 

Treaty, naturally with regard to the fact, that the earlier 

anchored conditions were not fulfilled in lime. We suggest to 

conclude the agreement not later than by July 30, 1990. 

The Hungarian government proposes that the Hungarian and 

Czechoslovak parties ask international scientifiç institutions 

to check if the agreement on the guarantee system of water 

quality protection and technical operation, concerning the 

Dunakiliti-HruSov headwater installation, the Dunakiliti dam, the 

l hydroelectric power plant GabCikovo, the bypass canal and t h e  

Nagymaros section of the Danube is respected. 

By eliminating the peak hours operation of t h e  GIN Project ,  

I the negative consepences would be removed nat only in the 
1 

I l 
vicinity of the Nagymaros Project, but would be a lso  reduced in 

1 
1 

I the upper section of the system. Therefore the  Hungarian 
government proposes common negotiation on technical-ecenomic 

modifications concerning the suspension of the construction of 



the  Nagymaros part of the project  and respective modification of 
the Hungarian-Czechoslovak Treaty signed on September 16, 1977. 

D e a r  Comrade Prime-Minister, 

The East-European area is burdened by many points of 

tension. Therefore in this period of the social-economic 

renaissance, we can give our agreement as an example to the 

nations of Europe, to prove that we are ready to put in harmony 
people and the environment and to ac t  together to solve such a 

serious problem. 



- 

(Translation) 
Annex 75 

Budapest, October 3 0 ,  1989 

(courtesies) 

Note Verbale 

The cauncil of ministers of the Hungarian Republic, wich 

regard te t h e  fact that both stateç weuld be in a s t a t e  of 

ecological emergency in case t h e  GabCikovo-Nagymaros waterwork 

system was put i n t o  operation according to the o r i g i n a l  p r o j e c t ,  

s t resses  r h e  proposa1 on modification of the  T r e a t y  on i h e  

GabCikovo-Nagymaros waterwork s y ~ t e m e x p r e ~ s e d i n  Praque, O c ~ o b e r  

11, 1 9 8 9 ,  and in Bratislava, October 2 6 ,  1 9 8 9  ac Lhe 

czechoslovak-Bungarian meeting. The original T r e a t y  was signed 

on September 9 ,  1 9 7 7  by t he  HPR and CÇSR. 

The nroposal of the council of ministers is based on t h e  

conclusion of October 2 7 ,  that seviewed and assesçed Czechoslovak 

and Eungarian governmental standpoints and propoçals pronounced 

at the t a l k s  of the prime-rninis ters .  

The Hungarian party takes advantage of this w a y  to repeat  

once more i r s  suqgesrion to suspend the peak hours o p e r a ~ i o n  

sysrem to avoid s t a t e  of ecological ernergency, it suggests to 

r n in ima l i z e  t h e  risks following from the basic flow operation. 

~o enable  t h e  minimalization of r i s k s  of t he  flow 

operation, the Governmenc regards as necessary C o  prepare a ~ d  

conclude inrergrovenrnenral agreement concerning t h e  Hru3ovo- 
1 

Dunakiliti headwater installation, the dam Dunakiliti, the hydra I 

power station GabEikovo, the diversion cana l ,  Ihe s e c t i o n  af t h e  i 
Danube river to Nagymaros. It regarda as necessary to conclude 

an intergovernmental agreement on t h e  p ro tec t ion  of water 

quality, cechnical operational systern of the waterwork and on 

ecological guarantees. The purpose of t h e  agreement is to 

determine in detail t h e  tasks mentioned in t h e  chapter  I V .  

Juperarion a£ the ob jec t s  of the waterwork system/, V. J w a t e r  

eçonomy t a s k s / ,  VI, /shippinq/, VII. environment protection/ of 

the  TreaLy, to determine executive obligations with aim at 

creating ecological' system of guarantees necessary fo r  safe  

ope ra t ion .  
The Hungarian par ty  is ready to conticue preparatory n o r k s  



on t h e  deflection of t h e  Danube river flou to ~ h e  HruSov- 

~unakility head-water i - n s t a l l a c i o n  in case of declaration of the 

intention of t h e  Czechoslovak party ro conclude t he  

intergovernrnental agreement. It sbggests, as condition f o r  ehe 

completion of the  D u n a k i l i t i - H N S O V  headwater installation. the 

conclusion of the intergovernmental agreement. 

The Hungarian par ty  çuggests'to finalize t h e  prevention of - - 

the  state of ecological emergency by elimination of t h e  
1 

possibility of the peak operation system. and suspension of the 

cornpletion af the Nagymaroç waterwork. 
The Hungarian party i n f o m s  t'he Czechoslvoak P a r t y  that t h e  

council of ~ h e  m i n i s e e r s  of the HR will subrn i t  its sugges~ions 

to r;he Hungarian Parliament on Occober 3 1  and wlll a s k  t h e  
1 

Parlirment co empower i~ to modify'the i n t e r s t a c e  Trea ty  in the 

leqal w a y  aç t h e  Czechoslovak p a r t y .  If the ~arli-ment approves 

this authoriza~ian t h e  council of rninisters of t n e  H u n g a r i a n  

Republic will argange t h e  suspension of private legal contracCs 

concerning the censtrucrion of the watemork Nagymaros. ~ h i s  

circumsçance can not be related to t h e  violation of t h e  up to now 

valid i n t e r s t a t e  Treaty and its protocols  from t h e  Hungarian 

parKy. 

The Hungarian par ty  repeatedly expresses the  intention to 

continue, as soon as possible, the negotiation uith the 

Czechoslovak p a r t y  on t he  adequate level. The negotiation should 

concern t h e  proposal on modification of the  interstate Treaty 

and. in the framework of t h a t ,  preparatory talks on t he  agreement 

system f o r  the operation of the1Hru50v-Dunakiliti headwater 

installation and t h e  watemork GabEikovo. 

(Courtesies)  



Annex 76 

CZECHOSLOVAK NOTE TTERBALE OF 30 OCTOBER 1989 

No. 121.679/89 

~ The Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czechoslovak 

1 Socialist Republic presents i t s  compliments to the  Embassy of the  

Republic of Hungary in Prague  and on behalf of the Governrnent of 

the Czechoslovak S o c i a l i s t  Republ ic  has the honour tlo present  the 

position of t h e  Government of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic 

on t h e  construction of t h e  GabEikovo-Nagymaros System of Locks 

expressed by the P r i m e  Minister of t h e  Czechoslovak Çocialis~ 

Republic, L. Adamec, at t h e  meeting with Chairman of t h e  Council 

of M i n i s t e r s  of the Republ ic  of Hungary, M. Neméth, in Bratislava 

, on October 2 6 ,  1989: 

"The Government of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic has 

complied with the wish of the Hungarian side to conclude an 

agreement between t h e  Government of the Czechoslovak Socialist 

Republic and t h e  Council of Ministers of the  Republic of Hungary 

on the system of technical, operational and ecological guarantees 

concerning the Gabeikovo-Nagymaros Systern of Locks. The 

Czechoslovak side has expressed its readiness to conclude such 

an agreement in a shor t  tlme provided the Hungarian side starts  

w i t h o u t  delay preparatory work on damming the Danube riverbed at 

DunakiliLi. 

The proposal of the Czechoslovak side involves the  

preparation by the competent water management authorities of both 
s t a t e s ,  within a for tn igbt ,  of the technical principles of the 

above-mentioned agreement which will be initialled at the level 

of deputiy ministexs of f oreign af f airs .  A f  ter the principles are 

initialled, the  Hungarian side should proçeed w i t h  the damrning 

Embassy 

O£ the Republic of Hungary 

P r a g u e  



of t he  Danube riverbed. The text of t h e  agreement should be drawn 

so as the agreement could be signed at the latest by the end of 

March 1990. 

The Government of the Czechoslovak Soçialist Republic has 

proposed the conclusion of a speçial agreement in which both . 

sides would pledge to limit or exclude peak operation of t he  

GabEikovo-Nagymaros System of Locks. The proposal of the 

Czechoslovak side was aimed at eliminating of the feaxs of the  
I 

Hungarian side of poss ible  ecological impacts of the peak 

'operation. 

The Government of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic 

further proposed the abolition of the provisions of t h e  February 

1 9 8 9  Protocol concerning t h e  Nagymaros section and to return to 

t h e  tirnetable included i n  the October 1 9 8 3  Protocol .  In making 

this compromise proposal the Csechosl~vak side was guided by the 

effort to enable the Hungarian side to use this period f o r  

studying the  ecelogical questions and to submit respective 

proposals in due course. 

All the above-mentioned compromise proposals put forward by 

the Government of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic proceed 

from the Treaty between the  Czechoslovak Socialist Republic and 

the Hungarian People' s Republic on the Construction and Operation 

of the GabCikovo-Nagymaros Systlern of Locks of September 16, 1977 
1 

I and fully conform to it. 
I 

I 

I 
The Hungarian s ide  made the  adoption of t he  Czechoslovak 

proposals subjeçt to an amendment to the  1977 Treaty between the 

Czechoslovak Socialist Republkc and the  Hungarian People's 
l 

Republic on t he  Construction and Operation of the GabEikovo- 

Nagymaros System of Locks, i,e. the abandoning of the 

construction of t he  Nagymaros p a r t ,  The Government a£ the 

Czechoslovak Socialist Republic sees no reasons for amending the 

above Treaty. 

, Provided the Hungarian side makes a'unilateral decision - 
in violation of its international legal obligations - not to 



complete the Nagymaros part, the Czechoslovak side will claim 

compensation for damage caused to it by such step." 

The Government of the Czechos1ovak Socialist RepubIic, 

however, proposes  t o  the Governrnent of the Republic of Hungary, 

with regard to the f a c t  t ha t  even a f t e r  ta lks  of the Prime 

Ministers in Bratislava on October 26, 1989 the t w o  sides remain 

divided over the solution of the construction of the Nagymaros 

part, t o  secure the fulfilmen~ of Its obligations in respect of 
the construction of the GabEikavo part so that it could  be 

completed in accordance with the treaty documents i n  force ,  with 

t h e  conclusion of a separate agreement on the system of 

technical, operational and ecological quarantees as stated above. 

I n  the event the Republic of Hungary fails to fulfil its 

obligation and continues to unilaterally violate the Treaty and 

t h e  t r e a t y  documents related to it, the Czechoslovak side, in t h e  

i n t e r e s t  of preventing f u r t h e r  damage, will have to proceed t o  

t h e  realization of t h e  provisional substitute technical solution 

on the sovere ign te r r i to ry  of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic 

and drain such quantity of water  of the Danube for the  GabCikovo 

par t  as was agreed by the  t w o  sides in the Joint Contractual 

Plan. 

The Federal Minis t ry  of Foreign Affairs of t h e  Czechoslovak 

Socialist Republic avails itself of t h i s  opportunity to renew to 

the Embassy of t h e  ~epublic of Hungary in Prague the assurances 

of its highest consideraLion. 

Prague, October 3 0 ,  1989 





(Translation) 

FIUNGRRIAN NOTE VERBALE OF NOVEMBER 3 ,  1989 

N r .  6 3 3 - 5 0  

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Hungary 

presents its compliments to the  Embassy of t h e  Czechoslovak 

Socialist Republic and requests ir to inform immediately i t s  

Government about the  following: 

The Council of Ministexs of the  Republic of Hungary on the 

basis of t h e  resolution of the Parliament of October 3 0 ,  1 9 8 9 ,  

is initiating the  amendment of t h e  Treaty between t h e  

Czechoslovak SociaList  Republic and the  Hungarian People's 

Republic concerning t h e  construction and operation of the 

GabCLkovo-Nayymaros System of Loçks, siqned on September  16, 

1977. 

By putting t h e  waterwork system into operation according to 

t h e  Q r i g i n a l  project ,  Hungary and Czechoslovakia would get i n  an 

ecological state of necessity, therefore the Hungarian party 

deems necessary to e l i m i n a t e  t h e  peak operation of the Waterwork 

S y s t e m  and açcordingly it deerns necessary to suspend the 

consrruction of the waterwork N a p a r o s .  

The Hungarian par ty  considers it necessary to cancel that 

p a r t  of the protocol  signed in February 1989 on t h e  acçeleration 

of the construction at t h e  warerwork system concerning the 

Nagymaros p a r t .  

Hungary considers  it necessary to conclude an 

intergovernmental agreement in order to minirnize ecological risks 

present in the normal operation of the HruSov-Dunakiliti 

reservoir and hydroelectric power plant GabCikovo around t h e  

Hlru5ov-Dunakiliti reservoir, Dunakiliti weir, hydroelectricpower 

plant GabEikovo, by-pass canal and t he  section o f  the Danube 

river to Nagymaros as to the  questions of a comprehensive system 

of water quality protection, technical operation and ecological. 

system of guarantees. 

To the Embassy of the ' 

Czechoslovak S o c i a l i s ~  ~epublic 

B u d a p e s t  
1 



I 
The condition of filling up t h e  Hruqov-Dunakiliti reservoir 

1 is the  conclusion of t he  intergovernmental agreement. In the 

event of a Czechoslovak statement to be willing to conclude such 

an intergovernmental agreement, the preparatory work of the 

damming up the r iver  bed at the reservoir can be continued. 
l 

I 

The Hungarian Government: wishes  to in£ orm the Government of 

the Czechoslovak Socialist  Republic that the detailed textual 

proposal on an amendment of the interstate Treaty will be 

subrnitted within the framework of adequate legal procedures in 

November 1989 . 
The Counc i l  of M i n i s t e r s  of the Republic of Hungary 

expresses once again its intention to continue, as soon as 

possible, t h e  negotiations on convenient level f o r  the  
l Czechoslovak p a r t y ,  that would enable the  amendment of t h e  

interstate Treaty 

1 The Foreign Minis t ry  of t h e  Republic of Hungary avails 

1 itself of this opportunity Lo renew eo the  Embassy of the 

i Czechoslovak Socialist Republic the  assurance of i t s  highest 

1 consideration. 
1 Budapest, November 3 ,  1989. 



Annex 78 

(Translation by Hungary) 

Hungarian Note Verbale of 30 November 1989 witb attached dm& of propos4 
amendments to 1977 Treaty 





h f N S T R Y  OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF HUNGARY 

Note Verbale 

The Ministry of Foreign M G r s  of the Republic of Hungary presents its 
compliments to the Ernbaçsy of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, and with reference to 

the Note Verbale No. 663-50 of the Ministry of Fo re i l  A E u s  dated November 3, 1989 
and al1 those antecedents respectiveiy, connected to this Note, ha pieaçure in handing 
over the draR of the Tseaty ef the Hunearian pany in teference to the rnodi£ication of the 
Treary concluded in Budapesr, September 16, 1977 beween the RepubIic of Hungary and 
the Crechoslovak Socidkt Republic coricerning the execution and operation of rhe 
Gabcikovo-Nagymaros 3 amge S ystern. 

Pnor to negotiations, vpon agreement as to the commencement of negotiations, the 
HungIuian p q  dong with the draR is ready to hand over a Treary pertaining ro rhe 
execution, conclusion and operation of the Joint Danube Barrage System, as well as a 
proposed system of requirements for an inter-,oovementd agreement which pravides for 
the quality of water and ecoIo@cal yarmtees. 

During the compilation of the Treaty dr& one of the main aims of the Bungarim 
paw was that, with the commencement of operations of the Gabcikovo-Nagyrnaros 
Barrage System accordmg to  the original plans the temtones of both the Republic of 
Hungary and the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic would enter an ecolegicai state of 
emergency and d e r  £iom serious environmental damage. Moreover an ecologicai 
catastrophe could occur. 

Thesc reasons make the W e n t  of the 1977 Treaty without any rnod5cations 
impossible. 

The Ministry of Ford@ Affairs requesss the Honoured Embrissy to forward the 
drafi of the Treaty to the relevant CzechosIovak authorities, The Hifngarian parcy would 
highly appreciate it if the Czechosiovak authorities mefiiiy çtudied the Hungarian 
proposal and took the above mentioned dangers into account in the eialioration of their 
own opinion, together with the most economically semble options under the circurns*cançes 
and the interdependence be~ween them which has resulted h m  the& mutual responsibdity . 

In the interest of dl tfiis the Hungarian Party is r d y  to provide the Czechoslovak 
P q ,  if requested, with further information or ta cansult a n d  et the same time initiate 
negotiations on an amendment of the Treaty and an agreement on eculogicd guarantees 
respectively. 



l 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairç of the Republic of Hungaq avds itself of 

oppominity to express its highest regards to the Embassy of the Czechoslovak Socialist 
Republic. 

Budapest, 30 November, 1989 

The Embassy of the Czechoslovak 
S ociaiist Republic 



The Treaty between the C S Ç R  and the HR On the modification of the 

Treaty on the constnic t  ion and operation of the watework system 
Gabf ikovo-Nagynaros. concluded on Sept ember 16, 1977 i i i  Budapest 

and on che main principles of this rnodificatian 
Introduction: with aim ac preventing critical ecological 

situarion following from the completion of the GabPikovor 

Nagymaros waterwork system according to the t r e a t y  of Septembar 

16, 1977, che Hungarian party suggests t a  eliminate the peak 

hours aperation a£ t h e  waterwork system and to suspend t h e  

construction of the waterwork Nagymaros. 

The ~ungasian p a r t y  is wiiling to eomplete and put i n t o  

operaticn t h e  other objects in case of creation of ecologlcally 

acceptable conditions. If the Czechaslovak pa r ty  is willing to 

accepc the modification of t h e  Treaty a£ September 16, 1 9 7 7 ,  to 

suspend the  construction of rhe waterwork Nagymaros and,  f u r t h e r ,  

if i c  displays its intention to conclude the Treaty on ecological 
guarantees (ref. to a/  of the article 2 of the draft Treaty, a s  

well as t h e  draf t agreement amended t o  the theses. ) , then t h e  

Hungarian party will go on with preparatory works at the rlverbed 

deflection near ~unakiliti. 

The defleçtion of the Danube r iver  can be carried out  as 

late as a f t e r  the conclusion of the Treaty on t h e  sys tem of 

guarantees. 
These aims will be included in the following draft Treaty 

and draft theses an the Treaty between the HR and CÇSR an the 

realization of the common waterwork on the Danube r i v e r  and its 

annexes, which wlll be handed over before the beginnig of t h e  

talks. 

The CSSR,  putt ing considexable signif icance ta the 

utilization of t h e  common seccion of the Danube river, and, at 

the same time, thanks to the progression of the r e s u l t s  of the 

socientific expertises, being aware of the considerable risks 

that could be related to the completion of the waterwork system 
Gabcikovo-Nagymaros according to the TreatY O f  September 16, 

1977, respecting adequately the present s t a t e  of the construction 

works of the waterwork GabEikovo, putting t h e  decisive 

slgnficance r o  the conservation of healthy environment for the 
present and f u t u r e  generations, 

being aware of the fact, that good neighbourship, friendly 



relations of both States and nations Gan be strengthen only by 

urilizatian of the cornon section of the Danube river thac 

respects concern of both countries, and is in keeping with general 
p i n c i p l e s  and rules of the international law, have decidad ro  

- - 
moderate t h e  Treaty on the const~ruction and operation of t h e  

~ a b f  ikovo-Nagymaroa watework system, concluded on September 16. 
7 

1977, in Budapest, and to t h i s  pu+ose they have appointed their 

plenipotentiaries: 

t h e  pres ident  of the CSSR 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . * . . *  
the presldenL of t h e  HR 

Who, having exchanged t h e i r  f u l l  powers, found in good and 

due lorm, have agreed as followç: l 

A r t i c l e  1 

1/ The contractinq par t i es  have decided CO modify the Trecy 

berween the C S S R  and HR on the  construccion and operation of the 

Gabfikovo-Nagymaros watework system, signed in Budapest, on 
September 16, 1977 ( f u r t h e r  Treatyl so t h a t  te concerns related 

to çhe development of water economic, energetic, shipping, 

faming and other  branches of t h e  national economy, in connection 

wich t h e  utilization o f  the common section of the Danube river 

in the area, could get ineo balance with concerns i n  the sphere 

of environment protection w i t h  aim at minimaliring t h e  ecological 

risks. 

2 /  Following the concern of  realization of these aims ehey have 

decided to eliminate the  peak hour operation and suspend che 

construction of the watemork ~agymaros. 
Art i c l e  2 

With aim at realizing the goals set up in the  Article 1. the  

1 
contracring parties will conclude the Treaty (agreement) 

I 

i 
a) on the cornplex system of technical, operational and ecological 

guarantees procecting the quality of water and eliminating, or, 
I 

i let's say, the minimalization of risks in the area of t h e  HruHov- 
1 ~unakiliti headwater . installation, , 

b) on the compleeion of the construction and operation of t h e  

GabElkovo watework the name of which will be t u r t h e r  " ~ h e  common 

waterork on the Danubew, as well as 

C )  on mutual Sccounts sertlement of costs, expenditures o r  damage 

1 7 2  



I resulting i n  relation to the modification of the Treaty. 
Article 3 

1/ The settlement of disputes in matter r e l a t ing  to the 

r e a i i z a t i p n  and operation of the waterwork syçtem including the  

disputes that arise in relation to the necessary measures carried 

out  with aim at protecting the evironment shall be a function of, 

above all, the government plenipotentiaries. 
2 /  If the governmentai plenipotentiaries are unable to reach 

agreement on the m a t t e r  in dispute, they shall refer them to t h e  

governments of t h e  contracting parties f o r  decision. 
3 /  If neither the governments are able ta reach an agreement on 

t h e  natter in dispute untill . . . each of them shall be authorized 

to subrnit the dispute tu the International Coure of Justice (the 

rules for establishment and procedure of t he  arbitration courc 

must be s e t  up i n  th course of the negotiation) or to t h e  

international court. 

Based on mutual agreement, or with regard to possible danger 
fo r  the environment:, t h e  referred tem can be adequazely 

shortened. 

4 /  The contracting parties are authorized to take immediate 

measures t o  avaid a danger and at the sme time inform the other 
parsy. In that case it is nat necessary to respect paragraphç 1 

and 2 and such a rneasure won't be regarded as a violation of 
them. The conclusive expenditures related to such a rneasure w i l l  

burden equally bath p a r t i e s .  

5 /  The contracting parties state that the decisions of the 

arbitration court  OP the international c o u r t  will be acknowledged 

as obligatory . 
Article 4 

1/ This Treaty w i l l  be performed pre l iminary  since the signlng 

d a y .  The contracting parties, apart of this day, suspend t h e  
realizarion af the provisions of the tseaty, signed on ~eptember  

16, 1977, as well as the amended pro toco l s ,  signed on ~ c t o b e r  15, 

1983 and February 6, 1989, that are not in harmony to this 

Treaty . 
2 /  t h i s  Treaty is subject to ratification. The instruments of 

ratification shall be. exchanged . . .  /place/. the t rea ty  w i l l  be 

in force  slnce the day of the  exchange of the instruments of 

ratification. 

1 7 3  



3 /  This Treaty can be rnodified by cornmon agreement of the 
coneracting part ies .  O n  the  request of each of the parties shall 
be necessary to open imedia te ly  negotiation of the revision and 

modification of the provisions of the Treaty, if the reason f o r  

such a proposal is the danger of a risky encroachment into the 

environment. rn4case  of dispute between the contraccing parties 

concerning the f a c t  if the  ecological aspects  are a reason f o r  

the modification of the TreaKy, as decisive s h a l l  be regarded 

the provisions of the ~rticle 3 .  

In witness where of t h e  plenipotentiaries have signed c h i s  

Treaty and have affixed thereto rhe i r  seals. 
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(Translation by Hungary) 

Letter of 10 January 1990 €rom the Hungarian Prime Minister ta the 
Czechoslovak Prime Minister 





MARIAN CALFA 
Prime Minster of the CSSR 

Prague 

Honorable Prime Minister! 

As you weiI know, the Governent of the Republic of Hungay has repeatedly 
attempted to initiate the amendment of the Treaty Regarding the Consimaion and 
operation of the Gabcikovo -Nagymaros Barrage System, conduded 16 September, 
1977 and the preparation of the said amendment at a scientzc expert Ievel. The 
Hungarian party has made several proposais to this end. tast year. over a period of 
s ix  rnonths, there were three meetings between our respective Heads of Government. 
Althou& our positions did corne closet to a certain extent, our discussions Ied to no 
results. The fact that Our respective positions have become hed, which will 
presumably lead to Iegal confiicts and has led to a so-cded techical provisionai 
solutioq wiii, above dL, become a source of tension berween the Govemments of our 
tespeçtive nations. 

I would remind you that on 3 1  Oaober , 1989. the Parjiament of the Hungarian 
republic authoked the CounciI of Ministers to initiate, a legal process for an 
amendment of the said international treaty. This is what was communicated in our 
Note Verbale oral memoranda dated 3 November and 20 November . 

We compietety understand the fact that during the last few weeks, during this period of 
a change for modern Czechoslovakia the new Governerit you lead was not able to 
consider the amendment of the said treaty to be of prime importance. 

I am in receipt of an increasingly greater amount of information regardkg the fact that 
now, in the midst of your si&cant effort to budd a new society, you are h d y  able 
to sacrZce some time to the questions concerning our comrnon section of the 
Danube. The Hungarian government welcornes the commencement of new scientSc 
studies iri Czechodovakia on the questions of the joint reservoir and the Gabcikova 
hydroelectric pawer plant. 1 beiieve that the politicai and social reform process in our 
nations has h a i i y  broken d o m  the walI which obstructed the revelation of the true 
environmental effects of the Barrage S ystem and for the preparatioo and execution of a 
decision which is in the long term interests of the peoples of both our nations. 

Hstory at the present time offers us the opportmity to reassess the Barrage System in 
depth governed by natutal science, technical and economic considerations , freed 
from the fetters of the earlier politid decisions made by our Govements. 

As you welî how,  the Hungaian Government has taken maures to dissolve to 
temûnate any contracts in private Iaw which serve to further the constniction of the 



Nagymaros Barrage. The Hungarian Giovernment's position regarding the permanent 
abandonment of the Nagymaros Banage remains unchanged. 

I recommend that we not hoId detailed negotiations towards the amendment of the 
interstate treaty, as initiated in our Note Verbale dated 30 November , 1989, but rather 
that a joint CrechosIovak-Hungarim sciaiti5c study, with the involvement af 
international sciennfic orgh t ions ,  examine the cornplex ecological dects of the 
Dunaidhi-Hmsov Reservoir, the Gabcikovo hydro-electric power plant and the power 
canal, dong with the assessrnent of the present environmental situation and the 
recording thereoc and that we make the commencement of operation of the resewoir 
and the Gabcikovo hydro-el&c plant dependent on the results thereof. On the basis 
of the sesults of these studies , then, we would decide upon the amendment of the 
international state treaty or the conciusion of a netN treaty. 

It is my opinion that this snidy and the full assessrnent thereof cm be cornpleted in the 
f2st half of the year. Following t h ,  in the second haIf of the year, negotiations as to 
the amendment of the interstate treaty can be started . This timetable dows for the 
h a 1  decisions to be made by the new Govements  and Parfaments which w i H  be 
fomed d e r  the Hungarian and Czechosiovak electionç. 

1 would iike to inform you that the Hungarian party shail suspend construction work 
during ths period and s h d  ody preseme the existing 'status quo' I would tecommend 
the attention of the Czechoslovak Governent to the same. 

Our recommendation is founded upon the initiatives we made between 20 JuIy and 30 
November , 1989 Thus, 1 wodd, for example, remind you that on 20 July , the 
Hungarian Goverriment in one of its proposais sugested the suspension af 
construction work for a period of 3-5 years and that joint studies serve as the b a i s  of 
our decisiou. 

l 

Honorable Prime Mnister! 

I am conWlced that ou- Govements are being guided by the desue to d e  this 
matter for before our peoples and for our tesponsibiliv to fiituce generations and that 
it is our common duty tu make sure hat our two nations reconde our respective and 
joint interests in their £bii scope and in a meditable manner . With our agreemerit, we 
can prove to the peoples of Europe that we are able to bring man and the naturd 
environment into common harmony. 

Budapest, January 10, 1990. 

' With S i n ~ r e  Respect, 



LETTER FROM THE CZECHOSLOVAK PRIME MINISTEB TO THE HUNGARIAN 

PRIME MINISTER 

(Translation) 

Prague ,  February 2 5, 1990 

Dear P r i m e  Minister, 

In your letter of January 12, 1990 you stressed the 

unsuccessf ul t a l k s  between represen tat ives of the Czechoslovak 

Socialist R e p u b l i c  and the RepLLàlic of Hvngary w h i c h  were h e l d  

In the latter h a l f  of 1989 and w h i c h  d e a l  t w i t h  Ihe n e w  approach 

of the R e p u b l i c  of Hungary to the completion and operation of the 

GabEikovo-Nagymaros System of Locks after May 1 3 ,  1989. 

In accordance wi th t h e  proposais mentioned in your letter 

and in the Note of Che Ministry of Foreign A f f a i r s  of the 

Republic of Hungary of Navember 3 0 ,  1989, I voice support fo r  an 

irnrnediate resumption of bilateral t a l k s  which could l e a d  above 

a l 1  to a j o i n t  course sa cha t  the Gabzikovo part c o u l d  be put 

into operation d u r i n g  the year 1991. The t a l k s  w o u l d  at the same 

tirne prepare  draft principles of amending the T r e a t y  between the 

Czechoslovak Socialist Republi c and the Republic of Hungary on 

the Cons txuction and Opera tion of the GabCikovo -Nagymaros Sys tem 

of Locks of September 16, 1 9 7 7  and other treaty  documents on the 

use  of the common section of the Danube so chat the Goverment 

and the Federal Assembly of the Czechoslovak Socialist R e p u b l i c  

c o u l d  d i s c u s s  the prepared drafts in June 1990. 

Sincerely Fours, 

(Signed) MariSn calfa 

MiklOs N é m e t h  

Chairman of the Council of Miniseers 

Republic of Hungary 

B u d a p e s t  





(Translation by Hungary) 

Zetîer of 6 March 1990 from the Hungarian Prime Minister 
to the Czechoslovak Prime Minister responding to the latter's letter of 15 

February 1990 





LEC900306j 

The Resident of the Council a5 Ministets of the Repubiic of Hungary 

Marian Calfa 

Prime Minister of the CSEX 

Prague 

Dear Mr. P h e  Minister! 

1 have received your letter in response to rny letter dated 10 January 1990. In Iight of 

this 1 gather that w i h  the building of the new Czechoslovak society you are now able 

to accord suficient attention to the joint ~ l a ~ c a t i o n  of h e  questions regarding die 

building of the Gabcîkovo-Nagymaros Barrage on a governmental level as well. 

While 1 weicome the support for the resumption of the bilateral negotiations, 1 

detemine with regret your refusai to take part in the decision of the fate of the 

Gabcikovo Barrage via wefl founded and objective scientSc and specialist 

exminations whieh 1 had initiated in my letter. 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister ! 

1 disciosed the position and proposal of the Council of Mifirsters of the Republic of 

Hungary in rny letter datd 10 Januay 1990. 

1 hereby inform you that the political parties and environmental movernents in 

Hungary support this concept Our proposds were not oniy considered by you on 

international negotiations and diplornatic channeIs but were dso mutually viewed as a 

means of expression with which to break links with the pas& establish new political 



ties and settie the barrage issue in a reassuring manner. 

Please consider the contents of my Ietter dated 10 January as the position of my 

Gavement and the notification of our arrangements accorddg to the following. 

II The negotiation regarding the Hungxian proposal io modify the conmct containhg 

the pressured compromise shouid not be held. 

Hungarian and CzechosIovak joint scient& experc examinations with the 

assistance of international scientifiç institutions should begin with regard to the 

cornplex ecologicd effects of die Gabcikovo :Barrage the results of whicn 

shoulddetermine the possible putting h t o  operation of the reservair and the 
I 

Gabcikovo power station. 

21 Subsequent to the examinationç, on the basis of their reswlts, ne;otiations should 

begin regarding the modification of the Inters& Treaty. Mter the elections the 
1 

estabiished govements and parliaments should rènder their deçisions. 

31 The Hungarian party wil l  suspend work durhg the examinations and negotiations . 

and wil I  only complete conservation and flood protection work. We recornmend 

that the Czechoslovak party also suspend or lllnit work on the Gabcikovo power 

station and the consrniction projecrs belonging i'i for the purpcse of preventing 

damage. l 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister! I 

1 concluded my January letter with the thought &at it is our joint objective to 

completely harrnonize the collective and individual interests of the two counüies in 

upright manner. 
1 

l 



I will complete this thought by disclosing that in Iight of your previous state function 

and participation in l u t  year's prime ministerid meetings you are weli aware of the 

envitonmental effects of the barrage so please examine my proposal once again. Let 

us not squander this historical opportunity provided by the socid changes taking 

place. 

The handling of this issue inchdes not only the setdernent of the fate of a ,oigmtic 

invesment fiasco but also a question affecting the sociai ties of Hun_oary and 

Czechoslovakia and the national happiness for the people of the two counries. 

Budapest 6 March 1990 

With sincere esteem, 

Miklos Nemeth 





Agreement on Joint Czecho~liwnk-Hiingnrinn Cooperntion in the stucly of stirfnce 
nnrl ground wnter under the auspices of the EC PHARE Program 





I AGREEMENT ON JOINT CZECHO-SLOVAKIAN AND JTUHGARIAN COOPERATION ON 

THE PHARE - ENVIRONMENT PROTECTIQN 

(Translation) 

SURFACE WATER AND GROUNDWATER MODEL OF DANü3IA.N LOWLAND 

BETWEEN BRATISLAVA AND KO-O: 

ECOLOGICAL MODEL OF WATER RESOURCES AND MANAGEMENL 

Groundwater is one of the msst important sources of water for 

human life and f l o r a  and fauna in Danubian lowland, both in 

Hungarian and Slovak territory. The trends in the quality of 

ground water are worrying. Degradation and pollution of ground 

water is fa r  more serious than we thought and that  the quality 

of the groundwater is deteriorating faster than has hitherto been 

assumed. 

In order to implement a scientifically based groundwater control 

programme in the Danubian Lowland territory it is necessary t h a t  

a scientif ic research programme will be an cornmon programme of 

Hungarian, Slovak and international surface water and groundwater 

speeialists. This praject  shall help to initialize the 

international cooperation in the Danubian lowland area and help 

to bring to a cooperation Hungarian and Slovak specialists. 

1 The object ive of the  required comprehensive s tudy is to evaluate 

and verify the ef f ec t s  of preuious activities and by t h e  new 

hydraulic system of hydropower development . The goal is to def ine 
the remedial actions and optimization of al1 mutual 

interferences. A permanent optimizatkon and management mode1 is 

to be developed by this pro jec t .  

i 
Slovak, ~ungarian and foreign experts will act: and work together 

as an independent working .team and wifl take main methodological 

sesponsibilities in the erganization and executian of the 

project, This group 'will be included in coordinative and 

investigative group vGroundwateru which has been establiçhed a t  

t h e -  Faculty of Natural Sciences, Comenius University in 



Bratislava. 

Description of conditions, specific problerns to be taken i n t o  

account and to be solved, methodological approach is given in the  

"Invitation of proposais" of this project .  

At the beginning of the project  definition study should be + 

prepared. This study, or so called inception report shall focus 

on the definition of special subjects related LO the 

environmental and ecological effects on the Danubian lowland. 

This study shall prepare a working plan of required detailed 

seudies and t h e  integrating policy analysis study to be carried 

o u t .  The main goal is the identification of the system, its 

components, and its boundaries with other systems wi th in  the 

n a t u r e  and national economy. Decisions on what shouldbe included 

in each system and subsystem i s  a par t  of this study. The main 

parts of the  system are : surface water, groundwater, agriculture, 

population, ecology and nature of Danubian lawland. Inception 

report should be prepared until a month after start of work. 

At the end 0 5  the pro jec t  and integrated modelling system is to 

be developed. This system should be able to run  simulation models 

of river flow, ground water flow, groundwater quality and impact 

of agriculture on groundwater to provide better understanding of 

the in te r re la ted  processes involved, t h e i r  interactions and basis 

f o r  decision making. 

Bratislava - Budapest, 2 6 .  O c t .  2990 

(Signedl (Sigriebl 

Ing. Domink Kocinges Dr. George Samsondi Kiss 



Annex 83 

(Translation by Hungaxy) 

Letter of 15 Norember 1990 €rom the Hungarian Plenipoteniary to the 
Czechoslovak Plenipoteniary 





PRIME MINISTER"S OFFICE 
DANU13E BARJUGE SYSTEM GOVERNMENT 
COMMISSTONER' S SECETAEUTE 

DV-KBT-529190 

To ML. Dom= KOCINGER 
Govemment Plenipotentiary of the 
Czech and Slovak Federai Republic 

Bratislava 

Dear Mr. Commissioner, 

We thank you for the visit by Professor Mucha and yourseff on 7 November. During 
your visit you handed over your research proposai on the ecologicai modeiling of rhe 
state of the subsurface water in the Danube Lowlands. Mer  having studied your 
proposal, we teok the following view. 

This proposal is bas idy  bilaterai; it has a Czech and SIovak-PHilRE programme 
charader, offerîng the Hungarian Party the status of consultant. This chac te r  is 
contmy to the agreements made so far, accordhg to which to prepare for decisions on 
a solution of the Barrage Systern probiem, we estabfished expert cornmittees, and 
mutudy invited irnpartid experts. Besides dis, the draft handed over for signature 
does not completeiy muJnf~rm to the contents of the project proposal; the latter deals 
with a wider subject and the commencement of operation of the Barrage System is 
regarded as an accomplished fact. 

In spite of all this, we do not refuse to participate in the programme if it can r d l y  be 
made Hateral in a bdanced way; under the administration of the Hun3aria.n Açademy 
of Sciences or the Budapest Techicai University. ah is  could make tfie program 
acceptable for us too. We wiII also inform Mr. Btinldiorst about the position we have 
taken. 

This project cm ce&y form oniy on part of the research necessary for the 
preparation of a joint decision. We wish to corne back to these tasks in the spirit of the 
negotiations with Mr. Minie r  Vawousek and Mr. Govemment Commissioner 
Koçinger. 

We were sorry to Iearn' at our meeting of 12-18 October that because of the 
withdrawd of the Slovak Party, we could not awomplish the establishment of the 



mutual experts coimittee that we agreed upon at uur meeting of 6 September to 
clarify the stdl unsolved scieritific questions and to inYite extemal experts. 

We took actions in this spirit; we did not make any undateral steps and did not invite 
experts unilaterally . 

In response to the request of Mr, Kocinger, in order to sustain the preiiminary process 
to deîisions we agreed to take the initiative and handover the summary of the experts 
opinion letters agaiq whieh served as the bais  of the dectsions made so far by the 
Hungarian P q .  The argument for this request was that the Hungarian Party was 
alleged to have withdrawn these experts lerters at thntlhe. 

At our meeting on 7 November, we managed to make it cIear that this withdrawal had 
not taken place. In spite of ths, to assure good cooperation 1 enclose wirh my letter 
the list of studies by b h y d  experrs cornpiled in 1989, complete with the Est of the 
decisionç of the Hungarian Governent  that served as the basis of the Hungarian 
Governent deCsion and the mutuai expens ne30tia8bns. 

For Our meeting projected for the middle of ~ecembe'r (entered into our minutes made 
at our meeting af 17-18 October), we will prepare and hand over funfier materiab 
which wilI be suitabie for serving as the basiç for our mutual decision preparation. This 
4 be the summary of the joint experts materiais and the officiai ptofessiond 
materiais. 

Fuiaiiy, 1 wish to S o m  the Mr. Commissioner that in accordance with our taik in 
September, we have formed the professional work groups within the framework of the 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences and are ready to check their m s e m e n t s  with you. 

Dr. Gyd& Simandi Kiss 
I 



List of the 1989 (bdingual) experts materiais, complete with the Iist af official 
Hungarian professionai materials wtiich served as the basiç of the Hungarian 
governent decisions and mutual experts negotiations 

* bilmgud (handed over) 
* * Hungarian (amendment) 

* Hungarian Açademy of Sciences 
O P N O N  L E T E R  

about the termination abandonment or the environmental-ecologicd 
warer quaiity and seismologicd sffect of the execution 

of the Nagymaros Barrage S ystem 

Budapest, 23 June 1989 

MllaTES 
about the Hungarian-Czechoslovak experts negotiations 

çoncerning the Temporary suspension of the work 
the Nagymaros Barrage System 

The negotiation was carried on in Budapest on 17- 19 July 1989 

* 
MINU ' IES  

about the negotiations of the international legd experts of the Republk of Hmgary 
and the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, which were focushg tiom the point of view 
of thek execution on the interpretation of the documents about and connected to the 

1977 Treaty about the construction of the Gabcikovo-Nagymaras Barrage S ystem 

Prague, 20 September 1989 

haNwTES 
about negotiations of the Hungarian and Czechoslovak scientiac experts concemhg 

the water qudity and ecological questions of the Dunakiliti-Hnisovo Reservoir 

Bratislava, 27 September 1989 



** 
I 

Summary of the technicd-ecological preconditions of the possible temination 
abandonment of the construction of the Nagymaros Barrage System and 
Hydroelectrical Power Piant ! 

I 

Compiled by ; 
(experts cornmittee) set up by Deputy Prime Mini~er Mcdgessy Péter to summarize 
the investigations and proposais defined and executd in the amendment of the 
resolutian No. 1071/1989 (1 5 lune) of the Council of Ministers with regard to the 
resolution No. 3205/1989 (29 July} 1 

l 

lIJa Experts cornmittee 

Budapest, August 1989 

* * 

PESELITATION 
summary of the iegal preconditions c o n c e h g  the rriod5cation to the interstate treaty 

of the possible termination abandonment ofthe construmon of the Nagymaros 
Barrage System , 

I 
The independent experts 

Cornmittee participating in the preparation 
of the Couneil of Ministezs presentation 

I SUMMARY , 

for the CounciI of~inihers 
1 

duMg the suspension of the work at Nagymros, about the d t s  of investigations 
made about the ecoIogical-enWonment4 technical, economid international and 

legd questions of the Gabcikovo-Nagymaros Barrage System 

Budapest, September 19 , 

** 
THE P0SI"lIONTAKENBY TIH1EWABOWT THE 
GABCTKOVO-NAGYMAROS BARRAGE SYSTEM 

WWF-Auen-Institut, Rastatt 
Augst 1989 i 



THE POSJTION T-N BY THE MEMBERS OF T E  EXPERTS COMMlTTEE 
set up by the Head of the 'WH" on the bais  of the resolution MT 1072/89 dealing 

with geologicd-geophysical questions c o n c e h g  the constmetion of the 
Gabcikovo-Nagyr~iaros Burage S ystem 

Budapest 
Centrd Geologicai Insutute 

3-7 J U ~ Y  1989 

Environmental and Economy of Water-Suppties 
Ministry 

Speciiïcation of further steps to be made and garantees concerning the prevention 
af the water quality deterioration of the Danube 

Budapest, Suly 1989 

Environmentai and Economy of Water-Supplies 
Ministry 

for the spcdcation of the possible operational modes appropriate to the 
ecologïcal requirements and exemt £rom environmental nsks of the 

Gabcikovo-Nagymaros Barrage Systern 

Budapest, 7 July 1989 

Environmental and Economy of Water-Supplies 
mstry 

Campletion of the Szigetkoz water supplement system and the rtgulation of the 
Old (Szigetkox)-Danubewater output 

Budapest, July 1989 



EnvironrnentaI and Econorny of Water-Supplies 
' 

Miniçtry I 

IVII. The techicai and planning tasks of the terminarion of the Nagparos 
Barrage Syçtem and Hydtoelectric Power Plant, the tedtinicd pteconditions of the 
nomal operation mode of rhe whole Hydroeiectric Power Plant, the environmentai- 
ecologicd effect investigation of the operation mode 

Budapest, 21 July 1989 
! 

* * 
Ministry of Transport, 1 

Telecommunication and Construction I 

Preconditions of continuous assuring of thé Danube navigation 

(Compiled as the enforcement of the Councii of Mbister's No. 107 1/ 1989 
resolution point IV121 

Budapest, IuIy 1989 / 

The effect of the peak operation of the Gabsikovo-Naparos 
Barrage S ystem or the execution of the possible temination af the Nagymaros Barrage 

System on the Hungarian electnc power system 

@ i s d  by the authorised experts of the Bajcsy~Zsiiindcy Bariti Tirsasi& 
the Duna-kar and the Vhirhelyi PiJ Tkas ig)  

Budapest, JuIy 1989 j 

** l 

ERvimnmentd and Economy of Water-Sup phes 
K s t r y  1 

Cornpasition of Hungarian proposais and preparation of Company negotiations for 
the possible tamination or modification of the private tegal contracts concluded 
betwem Hungarian and Austrinn companies 

1 

1 

Budapest, July 1989 j 
I 



Annex 84 

(Translation) 

LETTER OF 21 NOVEMBER 1990 FROM CZECHOSLOVAK PLENIPOTENTIARY 
TO INJNGAaUAN PLENIPOTENTMY 

Bratislava, November 21, 1990 
NO. SV-163190 

Dr. Gyorgy Samsondi Kiss 
Governement Plenipo tentiary 
for the çontmction and operation of 
the GabEikovo-Nagymaroç Project 
Budapest 

Dear Mi. Goverment Plenipotentiary, 

On Monday, November 19, 1990, 1 received from the Czechoslovak Embassy in Hungary 

your letter of November E 5, 1990. 

In regard to the request for PI-IARE assistance, alIow me to express my view, that our 

proposal for joint approach is not contraditory to our prior agreements. 1 infomed you 

already ai our first meeting in Bratislava on September 6, 1990 that the Czecho-Slovak side 

is considering availing itself of the European Communities offer in solving ail outstanding 

questions of the impact of operation of the GabEikovo Project on the environment. In order 

to achieve results acceptable to both Parties to the Treaty, 1 proposed to the Hungwian side 

a joint approach of utilization of expert and financial assistance within the PHARE 
programme, which, so far, is redly bilateral between C~echoslovakia and the European 

Communities. In order to expedite the progress and to secure financial assistance, we 

developed n plan entitled "The Proposal for an Agreement on Joint Cooperation under the 

P H N E  programme", which we sent to you on October 26, 1990 with a proposal to 

negotiate it on November 7, 1990 and to possibly conclude an agreement. 1 don't see this as 

contradictory ta our priot agreements, nor an unilateral steps at alI. Our proposa1 for a joint 

modelling of surface and ground water stands, even if PHARE assistance is not granted. 
With this approach, we cm specLfy and salve other problems as weiI. 



I note with pleasure that the Hungarian side is considering participation in the plan and 1 am 
awaiting y our proposais on reaching a balanced trilateral agreement. 

1 



(Translation by Hungary) 

PRtter of 14 December 1990 from Hungarian Prime Minister tu CzechosIovak 
Prime Minister 





The Prime Minister of the RepubIic of Hungary 

MET-52841212990 

To ML Marian Calfa, the Prime ~Minister of the Czech and Siovak &public 

Dear M. Prime Mhister! 

The umsolved issue of the Gabcikovo - Nagymaros Barrage is a serious economic 
and politicai problem for my govemment and the country. I believe, it is in the 
interest of our countries and both of us that we determine the fate of the plant by 
the joint re-examination and modification of the interstate contract. 

I t  appears that the bilaterai negotiations concerning thiiis, berween the 
plenipotentiaries of the two countries, W. Kocinger and Mr. Samsondi Kiss, have 
reached a standstiil. 

However, the negotiations between Minister Jozef Vavrousek, from your 
government, and Sandor K. Keresaes, Mnister of Environmental Protection and 
Land Deveiopmerit on our part, seem promisine. 

D u h g  these negotiations, a principie agreement was concIuded by the two 
ministers, with regard to the subrnission of a proposal concerning a joint 
intergovernmend cornmittee, to prepare an amendment of the Treaty benveen the 
two governmentç. The work of the cornmittee couId be assiçted by the experts of 
the European Economic Community according to our agreement with (E.C.) 
PEenipotentiary Ripa de Meana. The Czech and Slovak and Hungarian section of 
the committee wilI seperateiy submit their proposds for their govemments. 

My government has 
with the requirement 
p w s  decision. 

already discussed and approved this proposai in September 
that its irnplementation will depend upon tfie Ctech and Slovak 

In this Light, the question ofthe settlement of the issue not ody has intemal politicai 
relevafice for both sides, but is dso an irnpediment for bilaterai reiations and 
duences the international view of our countries; which is why I ask the Prime 
Minister to do everything possible in order for Minister Vavrousek to receive the 
necessary authorization for the establishment of a cornmittee and for the 
commencement of negotiations. 

Budapest 14 Decernber 1990 





Annex 86 

LETTER FROM CZECHOSLOVAK PRIME MINISTER TO IIUNGARIAN PRIME 

MINXSTER OF 15 JANUARY 1991 

(Translation) 

Prague, January 15, 1991 

Dear Prime Minister ,  

With reference to your l e t t e r  of December 14, 1990, 1 would 

l i k e  to inform you of the  measures taken by the Government of the 

Czech and Slovak Federal Republic on t h e  GabCikovo-Nagymaros 

Sys tem of Locks. 

The Government of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic has 

expressed i t s  agreement w i t h  talks with t h e  Hungarian side on the 

comprehensive s o l u t i o n  of problems of t h e  GabCikovo-Nagymaros 

system of locks at the level of government deleqations and has 

appointed V l a d i m i r  Meciar, Prime Minister of the  Slovak Republic, 

head of the Czechoslovak government delegation Lo t a lks  w i t h  the 

Hungarian side. 

The Government of the Czeeh and Slovak Federal Republic at 

the same t i m e  authorized Josef Vavrougek, m e m b e r  of the 

Government of the  Czech and Slovak Federab Republic, to osganize 

international assistance in considering Lhe ecological problems 

posed by the GabEikovo-Nagymaros systern of l o c k s  in close 

ceoperation with the Chaiman of the Slovak CommLssit>n fo r  

EnvironmenL. 

Dear Mr Prime Minis~er, 1 believe that t h e  measures adopted 

by the  Government of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic will 

help resolve the complicated question of the  GabEikovo-Nagymaros 

systern of locks. 

Sinçerely yours , 

(Signedl Marian Calfa 

Mr J6zsef Antall 

Prime Minlster O£ the  Republic of Hungary 

B u d a p e s t  





(Translation) Memo randum 

fnm the negoria~ions of delegarions of Czech  and Slovak Federal 

~ ~ ~ ~ b l i c  and the ~ep u b l i c  of H u n g a ~  about problems of cornon G/N 

Project - 
The negotiations t00k place on Appri l  2 2 ,  1991 i n  Budapesl. 

- 

The list of participants in enclosed in Annex NO 1 of c h i s  a ide-  

memoire. The ~zech-Slovak 90vernment delegation h a s  been prepared 

f o r  these neqoriations 0" April 2 0 ,  1991 in rhe office of t h e  

governrnent of S R .  

The r.eqor  la^ i c n s  Xere apened and  c h e  Ciprho- 5 i o v z k  

government  delegacron k.cS welcorned by F e r e n ç  i . ; A à l ,  m i n i s r e r  

wiçhout p ~ r t f o l i ~  of t h e  E ~ n g a r ~ a n  governmenc. Ee S L Ü C E ~  zt rhe  

beginning c h a t   th^ deleqccions had a se r ious  caçk  to solve 

because c h e  scences of t'?e aovernrnenrs of CSFP, ,  S R  and 'i.2 i r e  

contradictinj in ~ h e  case of G / N  P r o j e c t  a n d  all presenc  2re 

responsible f o r  rhe resulcs of these negotiations - 

Both delegarions confirmed t he  validity of 1977 S r e a t y  

be rween  CSSR and H P R  concerning the construction a n d  operation 

of G / N  Water S y s t e m  of Locks signed i n  1 9 7 7  (herelncfter 

" i n t e r s t a t e  Treary")  and staried t h e i r  reasons of t h e i r  respec~ive 

s t a n c e s  to t h e  f u l f i l r n e n r  of t h e  Tsea ty .  

The  Czeçho-Slovak government  delegat i o n  cha rac re r i zed  t h e  

standstill of the G/N Pro jeç t  by t h e  Hungar~an s ide  w i t h o u t  a n  

agreementr with t he  contraçting partner as an unilaceral s t e p  and 

violation of t h e  interstate Tseaty . The Czecho-Slovak s ide  has  

asked since t h e  standstill of works on t h e  Nagymaros s t e p  in May 

1989, to submit t h e  s c i e n t  if ic and experts documents and reasans 

for this conduct of ~ h e  Hungarian s i d e .  A11 materials submitted 

up to this time are more of scientific-popular çharacter w i t h o u r  

explicit scientific analyses and evidence which woüld 

characterize the  needy stand, resp, ecological catastrophe on the  

Par t i cu la r  Hungarian terri tory. The Czecho- S lovak s ide has thus 

90t no reliable document whiçh would j u s t i f y  the stoppage of 

c o n s t n i c t i o n  nor t he  terminacion of valid in te rs ta te  Treaty . With 

regard to keep friendly relations between our countries, we have 

n O t  yet forced the questions of compensation of damages which 

have arisen and arise through this stance of t he  Hungarian s ide ,  

b u t  we don* t give up these dernands . With regard to the  necessity 



of against f l ~ 0 - d ~  of adj açent territory, to guarantee 

the international navigation on t he  Danube wbich will increase 

S,bscant i a l l y  af ter completion of the Rhine-Main-Danube canal in 

1992 and to cover the deficit of electrical energy production in 

çlovakia, t h e  Czecho-Slovak side cannot s top  the works on the 

construction of GabEikovo waterwork. 

A waterwork of such extent means naturally an in ter ference 

inco the nature, but the humanity disposes with new knowledge 

which can  specify and eliminate the negative impacts. The Czecho- 
Slovak side is prepared to coopera te  with Hungarian s i d e  and to 

look commonly for ways to s p e c i f y  and minimalize t h e m .  The 

cooperation has a condition that t h e  works of experts be f i n i s h e d  

by the end of J u l y  1991 and on t h e  basis of reçults, the  

government delegations would decide about f u r t h e r  progression in 
l 
l t h e  G/N Praject by t h e  end of A u g u s t  1991. 
l 

The Czecho-Slovak side asked the Hungarian side to give over 

the buildings and facilities s t i l l  in construction of Hungarian 

suppliers on the CÇFR territory with aim to r e t u r n  temporary 

occupied agricultural land. These questions w i l l  be f i n i s h e d  by 

government plenipotentiaries. 

The Hungarian governrnent delegation as iL claims follows 

from the p u b l i c  opinion, scientific knowledge, governrnent and 

Parliament decisions of the Hungarian Republic which took into 

account a man, p r o t e c t i o n  of environment and preservation of 

nature f o r  future generatians on the tesritory af Hungary and 

CSFR in t h e i r  decisions and on the basis of p r i n c i p l e  that it is 

necessary to keep friendship and cooperation between HR and CSFR 
and by solving cornon problems to enter into Europe. They 

described the constsuction as rneqalornaniac and pseudoscientific 

arrogance of former leaders of socialise countsies who wanted to 

win over the na tu r e .  They made refexence to t h e  declaration of 
~ Our president Mr. Havel, the last one in Visegrad, that such a 

Construction would not have been done nowadays. In manY European 

States,  many dangerous constructions were stopped or t h e l x  

Operation was stopped. The Hungarian side thinks that the G / N  

ProJect and i t s  operation would cause irreversible ecological 

damges. 

The çupply of drink water for some millions of inhabitants, 
the water quality in the Danube and fishing, the ecosystem of 

I 
2 0 8  



Carrirory, forests a- agriculture w0uld be endanger&. 1t 

i; iS well dangerOus that Qur knowledge abour seismlc influence, 

gsolo9y and ge~ïogical gualities are i n su f  f icient . The Hungarian 
delegaeion stressed that t h e  whole territory of Visegrad- 

Nagymaeos and Che Danube section is a country of European 

with special importance f o r  Hungary. This te r r i tory  

u,uld be devaluated b~ the construction of energetic waterwork. 

The Hungarian side and goverment consides the  electric energy 

in ~abCikovo step wiehout çignif icance and propose to 

tompensate rhis energy with the production in gas L u r b i n e s .  

A,ording to Hungarian experts, it i s  possible to reach the 

,,itable conditions to guarantee the  navigation in t h e  Danube bed 

the  Holland institution f o r  navigation developrnent could help 

U S .  

With regard to these facts, t h e  Hungarian delegation is 

prsuaded that the  stoppage of G/N project  from the Hungarian 

çide was nOt: l ega l  violation of i n t e r s t a t e  Treaty.  It is in 

i n t e r e s t  of both  nations t h a t  w e  terminate the interstate T r e a t y  

and corresponding agreements by a common agreement and we work 

ou t  a new Treaty. We would elaborate a t r ea ty  about t h e  

cooperation in ecological restoration of said terricory, 

protection of drinking water, protection against floods, 

navigation development and the questions of damage compensation. 

The Hungarian side s t o p s  a l 1  works on the  G/N Project  till t h e  

e laborat ion of such a t rea ty  and proposes to the  Czecho-Slovak 

side to do the same decision. The Hungarian side is conscious 

about the  fact that the  Czecho-Slovak slde had performed more 

work and by final accounting, the Hungarians side will have to 

pay the difference in c o s t s .  It agrees with this solution i n  

interest to pseserve the rnentioned values. 

The Hungarian side declared that it could agree w i t h  

discussing al1 disputable questions, especially ecological, 

groundwater protection and surface water protection in common 
working groups only under condition that the Czecho-Slovak side 

immediately stops works on the GabEikovo step. Xt agrees to 

expert works only with fulfilling t h i s  condition, and it proposes 

t o  pxolong t he  date of.finishing the works up to ~ c t o b e r  1991. 

The Hungarian side agreed only to continue the coopkration 

between the Hungarian and Slovak Academies of Sciences. 



The members of Che Czecho-Slovak governrnent delegation 

~tressed in the discussion that just the problems of a man, h i s  

protection against floods are one of t h e  main reasons of the G/N 

projecl .  The ecologiçal risks mentioned by the Hungarian side 

were proposed Lo be solved already in the last year, i. e .  to 

specify and propose comonly their solution either within the 

programme PHARE or with participation of Hungarian experts i n  our 

working group of Prof.Mucha. The Hungarian side did not accept 

Our suggestions. The seismic problems and safety of al1 

constrruclions of G/N Project  were examined i n  detail by bo th  

s ides  in July 1989 and the  Hungarian side accepted at that time 
l 
l t h e  arguments of the  Czechoslevak experts. 

Al1 navigation parameters in the Danube r iver  bed 

recommended by t h e  Danube Commission were examined by C z e c h o -  

Slovak and Hungar ian  experts a long  period before the 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  of che G / N  P ro jec t .  The results of c h e i r  

examinations proved that t h e  navigation parameters cauld n o t  be 

reached only by regulation measures in t h e  Danube r ive r  bed, b u t  

with the canstructian of water schemes as did the Gemans and t h e  

Austxians. The utilization of gas t u r b i n e s  in thermal power 

p l an t s  in CÇFR is known and used but they cannot contribute w i t h  

t h e i r  çapacity substantially ta t h e  production of electrical 

energy in Slovakia. 

The chiefs of government deleqations agreed that t hey  would 

i n f  orm t h e i r  governments and parliarnents about t h e  r e s u l  ts of 

negotiations. They agreed that the cooperation of academies of 

sciences would go an without any practical importance for quick 

decision about f u r t h e r  progress. They agreed upon f u r t h e r  

discussions which are considered as necesçary. A t  the end  a 

de~laration was made which is annexed as No 2 to t h i s  a ide-  

memoire. 

Bratislava, May  7, 1991 

Dane by: Miroslav giindor 

Ivan Zuzula 



(Translation) 

DECLARATION 

FROM THE NEGOTIATIONS OF CZECHO-SLOVAK GOVERNMENT DELEGATION AND 

W G A R I A N  GOVERNMENT DELEGATION ABOUT CONSTRUCTION AND 
OPERATION OF WATER SYSTEM OF LOCKS GAB~~KOVO-NAGYMAROS. 

The Government Plenipotentiaries of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic, the Prime Minister 

of the Slovak Republic Vladimir Meciar, and of the Hungarian Republic, MinIster without 

Portfolio Ferenc Madl, met for the first time on 22 April 1991 in Budapest to discuss al1 questions 

concerning the GabEkovo-Nagymaros Project. Both sides considered these negotiations as very 

important. They informed each other about oficial positions and views of their respective 

Governments which analysed the causes of existing differences. 

The heads of delegations agreed that they would inform theis respective Govements and 

Parliaments about the content of negotiations. An agreement was further reached that the 

Academies of Sciences within their cooperation would continue their research with participation of 
experts from other specialised institutions. It was dso stated that both sides considered further 

negotiations as necessary. Tirne and place of these negotiations will be determined later. 

Budapest, April22, 1991 





Annex 88 

(Translation by Hungary) 

Resolution No, 26 of the Hungarian Parliament of 23 Aprill99X 





Patliamentary Resolution 261 199 1 (IV.23 .) 
Regarding the Government's Responsibility 

In Connection With the Gabcikovo-Nagymaros Barrage Systern 

1. Recogndnng the fact that the initiation of the operation of the barrage 
systern or any teIated project would result in serious ecologid and economic 
damage thtoughout the affectecl region, the PsirIiament asks the Govemment: 

- to conduct negotiations with the Goverment of the Criech and Slovak 
Federal Republic regarding the dissolution by joint agreement of the Treaty 
çoncluded on 16 September , 1977 regarding the CompIetion and Operation of 
the Gabcikova -Nagymaros Barrage Systern and any and all such agreements 
wkch the State Pmies to the treaty and/or their authorized bodies have 
concluded for the puspose of the execution of the aforementioned Treaty; 

- to concurrently initiate the conclusion of a new international treaty to seale 
the issue of the consequences of the non-construction (abandonment) of the 
barrage systern and asociated main projects , according to the following 
prioriries , in the order listed: 

a) the restoration and preservation of the region's ecologicai and nahird values 
and, most importantiy, the protecrion of the drinking wates supply; 

b) flood defençe ; 

c) development of shpping in accordance with the region's naturd condirions; 

- to drafi a plan for the rehabilitation of thé Hungarian territories affected by 
the aforementioned Treaty, t a h g  into consideration the applicable 
Parbamentary instructions . 

2. The Parliament h d s  necessaq the contînued suspension of the works 
ahed at the completion of the barrage systern and hereby approves any 
actions taken by the Govemment to this end. 

The ParLament requem the Govenimenc to corne to an ageement in the 
aforementioned negotiations, in accordance with the eariier Hungarim 
proposais, on the suspension of works on the territory of the Cteçh and SIovak 
Feded Repubiîc. 

3. The Pdamerrt requests the Government, to diconhue state Uivestment 
in the Gabcikovo -Nagymaros barrage system and h c t s  the State Audiiing 
Bureau to begin a fui hancial review of works nlready completed . 

4. The Government shall report rnonthly to the Environment Proteetion 
Cornmittee of the Pariiameint on the execution of the provisions containeci 
herein. 



This present decision s h d  take e f f e  on the day of its acceptance. 

Gydrgy Szabad s.k. 
Speaker of the Parfiament 

Dr. Jbzsef Horvath S. k. 201th Trambit& S. k. 
Clerk of the Parliament Clerk of the Parliamerit 



Annex 89 

(Translation) 

PROTOCOL 

of negotiations between Government Plenipotentiaries regarding the GabCikovo- 

Nagymaros project held on JuIy 10, 199 1 in Budapest. 

Participants are listed in Annex 1 to this Protocol. 

Governrnent Plenipotentiaries agreed on the foilowing agenda: 

1 .  Report of the Heads of the Joint Operational Group (hereinafter JOG) on i ts 

activi ty. 

2. Positions with regard to a request of Government Plenipotentiaries for boundary 

waters from 51st session of the Czechoslovak - Hungarian Commission for 

Boundary Waters on resolving navigation conditions in the Danube reach Rajka- 

Szob. 

3 .  Issues raised in the documents exchanged during the negotiation of government 

delegations held on April 22, in Budapest. 

4. Miscellaneous. 

1. Report o f  the Heads of JOG on its activity. 

This report is contained in Annex 11 to this Protocol and includes the following 

two chapters: 

Chapter A: Issues resolved on the JOG level 

Chapter B: Issues requiring decisions of Government Plenipotentiarieç 

Issues raised in the first chapter and resolved at the JOG level were duly noted by 

the Government Plenipotentiaries who asked the JOG Weadç to elaborate on 



items presented under A 10 & A 11 for submiçsion at the next meeting of 
Government Plenipotentiaries . 

Before considering items sequentially as listed' in the second chapter, the 

Hungarian delegation stated its principal position: 

Delivery of structures or construction sites on the Czechoslovak tenitory not yet 

completed by Hungary depends on intergovernmental negotiations on the fate of 

the interstate Treaty of 1977. 

The Hungarian side had been carrying out construction under terms of the 

interstate Treaty of 1977 and the intergovernmentd Agreement on Mutual 

Assistance, which detniled specifiç items of the Treaty of 1977. The delivery of 

these structures and construction sites cannot be separated frorn the above- 

rnentioned and therefore the Government Plenipotentiaries cannot agree on it. 

The Plenipotentiary of the Czechoslovak Governent does not agree with the 

position of the Hungarian delegation and recommends delivery of these structures 

to the Czechoslovak investor regardless of the results of negotiations of the 

intergovermental delegation, which will be held on Iuly 15, 1991 in osder to 

retain the substance of these structures and constmction sites. 

Negotiations of items requiring decisions of government Plenipotentiaries. 

. B. 1 Removal of earth closure downstream of Hydroelectric Power PIant 

- Government Plenipotentiaries agreed to joint measunng and bearingç of 

the construction sites wiII be carried out jointly by both parties within the 

scope of the IOG. 

- Position of the Hungarian delegation: the: earth closure is a Hungarian 

construction site and itç delivery can be decided only afier the reçults of 

intergovernmental negotiations are announced. 

- Governrnent Plenipoteniaries did not reach an agreement and therefore 

this item is subrnitted for decision to governmental delegations. 



Transfer of incamplete structures and construction sites of the 

Hungarian side on the Czechoslovak territory to Czechoslovak side. 

Government Plenipotentiaries agreed that the bearings of construction 

sites will be carried out jointly within the scope of JOG. 

Position of the Hungarian delegation: transfer of construction sites can 

be decided only afier the resuIts of intergovernmental negotiations are 

known and depending on intergovernmental negotiations. 

The Gavemment Plenipotentiaries did not reach an agreement and 

therefore this item is submitted for decision to government delegations. 

Removal of stored material and temporary structures of the 

Hungarian side on the Czechoslovak territory. 

The Government Plenipotentiaries agreed to jointly measure areas and 

volumes of storages within the scope of JOG. 

To lessen damages and to free lots temporarily occupied, the 

Plenipotentiaries of the Czechoslovak Government asked the Hungarian 

deIegation to resolve by September 30, 1991 the removal of stored 

materials and tempocary stmctures on the temtory of Czechoslovak 

Position of the Hungarian delegation: it cannot remove stored materials 

(stone and concrete blocks) and due to high value of these stored 

rnaterials, it cannot transfer them free of charge. 

The Government Plenipotentiaries did not reach an agreement and 

therefore this item is submitted to governrnental delegations. 

Activating a 10011 10 kv transformer station. 

In order to loop existing 400 kv lines Podunajkebiskupice to Gyor at 

switch station Gabekovo, the Govemment Plenipotentiaries agreed, that 

the Hungarian .side will carry out the work agreed to during JOG 

negotiations on the 400 kv switch station at G y ~ r ,  and that the 

Czechoslovak side will forward its request to the Hungarian side three 



months prior to planned looping and will submit for negotiation a 

program of putting the transmission line 400kv into operation. 

- The , Czechoslovak Plenipotentiaries toak note that the Hungarian 

Plenipotentiaries had relieved the Energy representative h m  permanent 

membership on the JOG, while assuring the Czechoslovak side of 

continued contacts through the JOG and adhering to terms of pior 

agreements. 

B.5 Procedures for taking over of structures of joint ownership. 

- The Hungarian Plenipotentiaries asked the Czechoslovak side to continue 

sending invitations for such taking over. The Hungarian Plenipotentiary 

promised his delegation will participate in divestitures of those structures, 

which in the current position of the Hungarian side are of common 

int erest. 

2. Position with regard to a request of Government PIenipotentiaries for 

boundary waters form the 51st session o f  the Czechoslovak - Hungarian 
Commission or Boundary Waters on resolving navigation conditions in the 

Danube in the reach Rajka-Szob. 

According to the Protocol of the 51st session of the Czechoslovak - Hungarian 

Commission for Boundary Waters, the Government Plenipotentiaries noted in 

agreement, that the navigation conditions on the Danube are gradually 

deteriorating and that to provide safe navigation it is necessary to undertake 
accelerated improvement measure. The ~overnrnent Plenipotentiaries for 

constmction and operation of the Gab3lcovo-Nagyrnaras Project, were asked to 

provide technical measures requiseci for resolving navigation probIems and 

sirnuftaneously to work out the proposal for the financing of the development of 

a cIass IV European navigation soute, in such a way as to dlow the completion of 

some important works in 1991. In particular, six crucial sites have been 

designated. 

1 

In the opinion of the Czechoslovak Government Plenipotentiary, to maintain the 

navigational parameters recommended by the ~ * b e  Commission is technically 

and financially feasible for the reach Rajka-Szob bnly by means of irnpounded 

water. This solution is guaranteed fully and withi'n redistic financial conditions 



only wi th the Gabëikovo-Nagymaros proj ect (GNP). Measures not incorporating 

the GNP are technically feasible only rnarginally. Additionally, given the present 

knowledge of riverbed channel formation, other solutions would result in 

disproportionately greater financial burden than measures taken under the GNP. 

Measures targeting long-term solution of navigational parameters by means of 

traditional river flow control wodd carry real ecological risks, with consequent 

impact on adjacent ecosystems. It is for these reasons that the Czechoslovak 

delegation requests completion of this scheme and is putting into operation under 

the tems of the 1977 interstate Treaty and the Joint Contractual Plan. 

Eollowing is the position of the Hungarian Plenipotentiaries with regard to the 

request contained in the Protocol of the 5lst session of the Commission for 

Boundary Waters: 

Technical problems may be divided into two groups: 

- Maintaining navigation by temporary means (during suspension of works 

on the GNP). 

- Maintaining international navigation route after a decision on the final fate 

of the Project and of the pertinent section of the Danube. 

In bath cases drinking water resources can be preserved and a priority can be 

placed on ecologicnl concerns. 

The Plenipotentiary of the Hungarian government does not intend to commit 
himself to developing technical solutions, but accepts the responsibility for 

exceptional measures required during the suspension of works. 

The positions of the Hungarian Plenipotentiaries for the GNP and for Boundary 

Waters are in agreement and they express willingness to cooperate with the 

Czechoslovak Plenipotentiaries in the assignment of tasks. 

The Commission for B o u n d q  Waters had started this work by demarcating and 

investigating sections 3 & 3, which require immediate intervention. 

3. Issues raised in the documents exchanged during negotiation of government 

delegations, Apri122, 1991 in Budapest. 



The Czechoçlovak Plenipoteniaq stated that, at the request o f  the Hungarian 

delegation a statement on ecological issues will be submitted ai the meeting of 
governmental delegations on July 15, 199 1 in Bratislava. 

4. Miscellaneous 

In response to a request of the Hungarian Plenipotentiary the Czechodovak 
Plenipotentiary stated, that pumping of water into the headwater canal will be 
carried out with the aim of preserving the substance of the structures and in 

accordance with the procedures listed the Joint Contractual Plan. 

The Hungatian Plenipotentiary objected, because under his instmctions, he was 

not authorised te agree with measures and expenses which wouId facilitate 
putting this structure into operation. 

This protocsl was done in duplicate, in Slovak and in Hungarian fanguages, both 

texts being equally authentic. 

Budapest July 10, 1991 

Government Plenipotentiary 

of Czechoslovak 
(Signed) hg.  Dominik Kocinger 

Government Plenipotentiary 

of Hungary 

(Signed) Dr. &ôrgy Sarnsondi Kiss 



(Translation) Communiqué from negotiations 

On July 14 - 15, 1991, the  negotiations of governmental 

delegations of Czecheslovakia and Hungary concerning the G/N 

P r o j  e c t  took place in Bratislava. The Czechoslovak delegation was 

led by the  Prime-Miniçter of the  Slovak Republic J6n Carnogursk~ 

and the  Hungarian delegation was led by the  Prime Minister Ferenc 

M A d l .  

The Czechoslovak delegation expressed willingness to solve 

the situation on the basis of an overall of a l1  alternatives 

submitted by both sides. It proposed to establish a commission 

composed £rom representatives of Czechoslovakia, Hungary and 

European Cornmunit ies which would study al1 variants submitted by 

July 31, 1991. The variants would be studied comprehensive with 

special attention to ecological problems. The commission would 

submit the r e s u l t s  to the  heads of governmental delegations. Way 

of f u r t h e r  proceeding would be agreed between both delegations. 

For Czechoslovak side is acceptable only such variant which would 

make possible to put the GabE,ikovo project  into operation. 

The Czechoslovak side underlined that the comission's 

activity would not affect the rights of the Czechaslovak side for 

compensation of damages caused by prior unilateral steps of 

Hungarian side. Regarding Lhe growing damages, the  Czechoslovak 

side cannot accept the proposal of the Hungarian side to suspend 

works on the  GabEikovo projec t .  

The Hungarian side, in accordance with i t s  mandate, proposed 

to drop the works on GabCikovo project  and to terminate the  1977 

Treatly, and proposed t he  cooperation on solving ecological, 

navigation, flood protection and energetical problerns in the  new 

situation. Referring tu different variants of operation submitted 

by the Czechoslovak side the Hungarian s ide  stressed that it 

could not agree with any solution which would question the legal  

status of the Danube as a frontier r iver .  

In order to identify j o in t l y  ecological sisks the Hungarian 

side proposed to establ ish a bi la te ra l  expert and scientific 

commission and asked to suspend al1 works on the Czechoslavak 



side during the activity of this commission. 

The delegations agreed to. inform their Governments and 

Parliaments about these proposais and by Septemer 16, 1991 to 

inform each other  about their standpoints concerning 

establishement of such a commission. Thereafter the next 

negotiation of governmental delegations would take place. 

Bratislava, Ju ly  15, 1 9 9 1  

JTDr. J. Carnogurski I Ferenc Madl 

head of the  Czechoslovak head of the Hungarian 

delegatian deleqation 



Annex 91 

(Translation) 

ESOLUTION 

of the Government of the Slovak Republiç 
of JuIy 23, 1991, No. 384 

regarding the Report on the results of the state study on putting into operation the 
GabEkovo Project by the provisional solution. 

The Government 

A. - approves 

on the basis of conclusions of the state study on putting into operation the 
Gabcikovo Project by provisional solution with following binding data of the 

construction (1 99 1 prices): 

Putting the GnbCikovo Project into 

operation by the provisional solution 8,4 13 miIIion CSK 

Break-dom: 
(a) Water management part 

- to finish work for (instead of) the 

Hungarian Republic on the Czechoslovak 
temtory 4 1 5 million CSK 

- çomplementary flood protection measures 203 million CSK 

- improvement of the inundation area in the 

section of the bypass canal 406 miIIion CSK 

- provisional solution of the reservoir on the 
Czechoslovak tenitory from it to reach eievation 6,483 miIlion CSK 

129,OO m BPV 2,563 million CSK 

TOTAL 7,507 million CSK 

(b) Energy part 906 million CSK 



Annual production of electric energy in a year 

with an average water discharge 1758 GWh 
Break-down: 

- hydroelectric power plant GabCikovo 1317 GWh 

- ather hydroelhc power plants I 441 GWh 
Beginning af the construction: Septanber 1991 

htting the first turbindgeneratot unit 

of the hydroelectric power plant GabEikovo 

into experirnental operation 

Completion of the construction 

October 1 992 

December 1995 

1. to begin, in September 199 1, construction to put the GabCikovo Ptoject into 

operation by the provisional solution; 

2. to provide guarantees of the state budget of the SIovak Republic for credit 

given by commercial banks to finance the energy part of the construction; 

imposes 

1 .  upon the Minister of Finance to guarantee the financing of the water 

management part of the construction to put the GabEkovo Project into 
operation by the provisional solution from the state budget of the slovak 
Republic and to discuss with the Minister 6f  ina an ce of the Czech and Slovak 
Federal Republic the share from the federal budget; 

2. upon the Mnister of Forestry and Water Management and the Minister of 

Economy to approve the order of construction to put the GabEkovo Project 
into operation by the provisional solution; 

3. upon the Prime Minister to inform the Slovak National Council on the results 

of negotiation of Governent delegations of Crechoslovakia and Hungary 



and on further procedure to solve the construction of GabEk-ovo-Nagymaros 
Project. 

D authorizes 

the Minister of Finance to sign the letter of guarantees for credit given on the energy 

part. 

For action by: Prime Minister, Minister of Finance, 
Minister of Forestry and Water 

Management and Minister of Economy 

Co: - Government plenipotentiary for the 

construction and operation of the GabSikovo-Nagymaros 

Project 





Annex 92 

{Translation) 

R E S O L U T I O N  

of the Government of the Czech & Slovak Federal Republic 

July 25, 1991, No. 484 

On the Report of the results from negotiations of Government delegations of the Czech and 

Slovak Federal Republic and the Repubiic of Hungary and proposal for further procedure 

construction of the GabEikovo-Nagymaros Project. 

The Government 

1. With the action of the government delegation of the Czech and Siovak Federal Republic 

during the negotiations with the Hungarian side concerninç the problems of construction 

and operation of the GabEikovo-Nagyrnaros Project. 

2. With investment and supply preparation of putting the GabEikovo Project into operation by 

the ProvisionaI solution on the territory of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic. 

I Upon the Minister of Finance to settle with the Minister of Finance of the Slovak Republic 

and the financial questions of the construction and putting the GabCikovo Project into 

operation by the provisional solution, 

2. Upon the Head of the Government delegation of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic: 

a) to continue the negotiations with the Hungarian Government delegation according 
to the directive mentioned in the Resolution of the Czechoslovak Government No. 

38311991 



b) to inform the members of the Danube Commission about the proposal for fiirther 

progress in solving the problems of the GabEikova-Nagymaros Project with regard 

to maintaining the conditions for navigation and to seek their views 

c)  to submit to the Government of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic the report 

about the measures for putting the GabEikovo Project into operation by the 

provisional solution 

d) to inform the Government of the HungarÎan Republic by July 3 1, 1991 about the 

position of the Csech and Slovak Federal RepubIic that it insiçts on the original 

technical solution in accordance with the joint contractual plan in force for the 

GabEikovo-Nagyrnaros Project . 

For action bv: Prime Minister of the SIovak Republic, J.  Carnogursk~, the (Head of the 

Czechoslovak delegation, and Minister of Finance). 



LETTER FROM THE SLOVAK PRIME MINISTER TO THE HUNGARIAN PRIME 

MINISTER 

(Trans la t ion)  
Bratislava, July 30, 1991 

Dear Prime Minister, 

Both our countries are now living in a period of transition 

from totalitarianism to democratiç systems. Hungary and Czecho- 

Slovakia are restoring t h e i r  international relations on new 

foundations. We are striving to preserve and develop good 

relations in particular with our neighbouring States. It i s  f o r  

this reason that I regret even more that we cannot agree on 

several issues. One of the  points at issue in the relations 

between Csecho-Slovakia and Hungary is the problem of the 

Gabeikovo system of locks. 

Let me use this opportunity to inform you of t h e  decision 

of the Government of t h e  Slovak Republic and the Government of 

the Csech and Slovak Federal Republic to continue work so as t o  

put  the GabEikovo system of locks into operation on the basis af 

a provisional solution on the territory of Lhe Czech and Slovak 

Federal Republic. Both governments made this decision af ter  a 

thorough evaluation and are convinced that the alternative of not: 

completing of the system of locks is t h e  least acceptable also 

from an ecological point of view. 

From the very beginning of the construction, our side just 

as the Hungarian one, has been paying great attention to 

examining and studying ecological risks, We intend to continue 

these studies also in the f u t u r e  and will inform the Hungarian 

side of t h e i r  results. 

Dear Mr Prime Minister, I admit t h a t  the decision of our 

governments w i l l  be a bit exasperating f o r  Hungary. Kowever, 1 

Wonourable J8zsef AntaLa 

Prime Ministef 

of the Republic of Hungary 

B u d a ~ e s t  



think that the ~abEikovo system of locks should be considered a 

partial problern over which aur countries are divided but not a 

problem which should seriously azfect Slovak - ~ungarian 

re la t ions .  An escalation of tension would not be beneflcial for 

e i t h e r  country. 1 believe that differences in views on one 

question will not harm our f r i e n d l y  relations. 1 would l i k e  to . 

assure you that the Government of t he  Slovak Republic i s  

interested in the best possible cooperation with the Government 

of t h e  Republic of Hungary. 

Dear Prime Minister, 1 like Lo recall our meetings in the 

past and would be extremely glad if t h e  dispute around GabEikovo 

does not impair the good personal relationship w e  have had so 

f a r .  

Respectfully, 

(Signedl  Jan ?arnogursk~ 



Annex 94 

(Translation by Hungary) 

Eungarian Note Verbale of 30 July 1991 





Lhe Foreign Ministsf of the Hungarian Republic presents irs compliments to the Embassy 
of the Czech and SIovak Federai Repubiic and is fortunate to be able to request rhat the 
Ernbassy inform the Governent of the Crech and Slovak Federal Repubtic of the 
foiiowing position of the Government of the Hungarian Repu M c .  

It continues to be the intention of the Government of the Hungarian RepubIic to continue 
negotiatians between the States regardig the fate of the Gabcikovo-Nagymaros Barrage 
System and continues to prepare for the nexc phase of negotiations, scheduied for 
September. The question of whether the negotiations will actueve any results or not Is 
fundmentaiiy dependent on whether or hot the armosphere surrounding preparations and 
the negotiations thernselves wrlI be constructive, which demands, as a prerequisite, rhat 
unilaterd actions not be taken during the course of the dialogues. 

It is with great s o m w  that the Goverment of the Hungarian Republic derennines thar on 
27 July , 199 1, the 6Ning of the Wticikovo-Napymmos Barrage's head-race canal begm 
on the Czech and SIovak part by the pumping of water fiom the Danube, a c o m o n  
boundary river. 

Embassy of the 
Czech and Slovak Federal Republic 
Buda~est 

The Commissioner of the Governent of Hungary did not accede to the Czech and SEovaic 
actions amounced at the meeting of Governmental Commissioriers held on 10 Juiy , 199 1 
to discuss the questions regardig the Gabcikovo-Nagymaros Barrage Systern. 

The Plenipotentiary of the Governent of the Repubhc of Hungary expressed his W O ~ ~ S  

regarding the preparations for unilaterai seps to be taken towards reIocating the waters of 
the Danube in his letter to Mr. Pari Carnogursky, Pienipotentiaq of the Governent of the 
Czech and SIovak Feded Repubiic, dated 24 JuIy , 199 1. 

Mr. Jozsef A n a  P h e  Minister of the Repubiic of Hungary, in his negotiations held in 
Dubronik with Mr. Marian Çdh, President of the Czech and SIovak Federal Republic on 
July 27, 1991 dso emphasized that the necessity of avoiding unifaterd actions and they 
agreed that the two Govements would rquest th& Pariiaments that representntives 
thereof continue discussions regarding this question in either a committee or other fom. . 



The Govemment of the Hungarian Republic, reinforcing its çounter-opinion, as expressed 
above, expresses its protest at the unilaterai actions undertaken by the Govemment of the 
Czech and Slovak Federaf Repubric, which is not in h m n y  with the joint contractuai 
plan on the Execution of the 1977 inter-state Treaty concluded on 15 h l y  , 199 I by our 
Govemental Plenipotentiaries in Pozsany (Bratislava), 

The G o v m e n t  of the Hungarian Republic strongiy requests the Goverment of the 
Czech and Slovak FederaI Republic that the work underway on the Gabcikovo- 
Naparos  Barrage System be haited and that bther unirateral steps, wtüch are in 
c o d i a  with the uiterests of both States, be avoided. 

The Foreign Ministry of the Hungarian Repubiic avaiis itself a€ this apportunity to renew 
its highest regards to the Embassy of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic. . 

Budapest, 30 July , 199 1. 



(Translation by Hungary) 

Letter of 12 August 1991 from the Hungarian Prime Minister To the Prime 
Minister of the Czechoslovak Federal Republic 





LE[910811] 

The Prime Minister of the Bugaian Republic 

Budapest 2 2 August 199 1 

1%. Marian Calfa, 
The Prime Minister of the Czech and Siovak Federd Republic 

Dear Mr. Prime Mimster! 

W. Jan CamogursZcy, the Chairman of the Czech and SIovak Federal Repubtic's dele~ation an 
the Interstate Negotiations about the Gabcikovo-Naparos Barrage System and ihe 
President of the SIovak Eederai Republic, in a letter dated 30 July 199 1, infomed me of the 
decision of the Sfovak Repubiic and the Goverment of the Czech and Slovak Federal 
Repubiic to continue provisionai work on the Gabakovo Barrage on the ten-itoq of CSFR 
with the aim of putthg it into operation. 

The agreement arrÎved et during the course of our discussions in Dubrovnik on 37 Juiy 199 E ,  
the notification of the Federal Goverment's session on 25 Juiy and the agreement conclu de^ 
during our negotiation serve the purposé of promoting negotiations between the Pariiament 
Cornmittees. 

On this occasion, 1 would, again, like to emphasize that the Interstate Treaty of 1977 on the 
Gabcikovo Nagymaros Barrage was siged by the Governments of the Hungarian md the 
Czech and Slovak Federal Republic. In light of this, the Hungarian Guvernment wili regard the 
Federal Governent as its future negotiating partner and will handle the question of the 
Barrage as a r e g r d l y  -uiherited interstate issue awaiting resolution by the Hungarian 
Republic and the Czech and SIovak Federal Republic. 

Bearing this in mind, 1 wouid like to endeavor to ptomote the success of the interstate 
negotiations on the basis of our discussions in Dubrovnik with the conviction that as the result 
of patient dialogue, a joint agreement will be reached on the Barrage issue. 

With respect, 

Jozsef Antall 





CZECHOSLOVAK NOTE VERBALE OF 27  AUGUST 1991 

(Translationl 

NO. 106.427/91-MPO 

The Federal Ministry of Foreign A f f a i r s  of the Czech and , 

Slovak Federal Republic presents its compliments to Ihe Embassy 

of t h e  Republic of Hungary and referring to the note of the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the  Republ ic  of Hungary No. 

420/1991 of Ju ly  30,  1991 has the honour tu advise, on behalf of 

t h e  ~overnment of the  Czech and Slovak Federal Republic, of the 

following position: 

The Government of the  Czech and Slovak Federal Republic 

appreciates the efforts of t h e  Hungarian Government Lo continue 

talks on the f u r t h e r  fate of the GabCikovo-Nagymaros System of 

Locks . H o w e v e r ,  at Iwo meetings of government delegatians held 

on April 2 2 ,  1991 and July 1 5 ,  1991, at which the Hungarian side 

had only a limited mandate, the two sides Eailed to reach 

constructive conclusions. F o r  t h i s  reason the Government of t h e  

Czech and Slovak Federal Republic, guided by the efforts to 

rn in imize  damage caused by the unilateral course of t h e  Hungarian 

side, approved investments and supplies withln the  preparations 

for putting into operation the GabEikovo system of l o c k s  on t h e  

basis of a provisional solution on the territory of t h e  Czech and 

Slovak Federal Republic. 

The Government of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic is 

of the opinion that such decision àoes not preclude the 

continuation of t a l k s .  Provided the Hungarian side submits a 

concrete technical solution aimed at putting into operation 

the  Gabclkovo system 0 5  locks and a solution of the  system of 
l ocks  based on the  1977 Treaty in force and the treaty documents 

related tg it, the Czechosiovak s i d e  is prepared Co implement the 

mutually agreed solution. 

Embassy 

of t h e  Republic of Hungary 

l P r a q u e  



l 

The Czechoslovak side does not consjder the f illinq of the 

headwater canal a unilateral step lin contravention of 

international Law since by doing soi it only realizes a 
1 

technological measure t o  presewe the subs tance  of the structure 

of the headwater canal which could not be realized exactly as 

provided for in the Contractual Plan 50s reasons of unilateral 
I 

suspension of work by the Hungarian side.; ]ln accordance with the 

tirnetable of work, the  filling of the headwater canal should have 

started already i n  December 1989. Delays in this respect are 

causing harm to the  structure of the headwater canal. Its f illing 

thus prevents the  occurrence of f u r t h e r ;  damage. The Hungarian 

side was informed of the implementation iof this measure at the 

meeting of plenipotentiaries of the t w o  gpvernments held on July 

10, 1991. 1 
I 

I 

The Federal Ministry of Foreign ~ffairs further regrets to 

state t h a t  t h e  Government of the  ~ z e c h  and Slovak Federal 
l 

Republic cannot agree to t h e  requesti of 1 the Government of the  

Republic of Hungary for halking work on the GabCikovo-Nagymaros 

system of locks. In no way does the ~overnment of the Czech and 

Slovak Federal Republic regard the  continLation of work aimed a t  

putting the GabCikovo system of locks into operation as an a c t  

of v i o l a t i o n  of international L a w .  
I 
l 

The Government of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic 

believes Chat the question of the ~ab~ik4vo-~agymaros system of 

locks w i l l  n o t  harm mutual relations an$ that in settling t h e  

issue both Governments will act  in accordance w i t h  European 
I . , 

standards. 

The Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs avails itself of 

t h i s  opportunity to renew to the Embassy of the Republic of 

Hungary the assurances of i t s  highest consideration. 

Prague, August 2 7 ,  1991 



Annex 97 

(Translation) 

Speach of Min i s t e r -Cha iman  for t h e  Federal 
C o r n m i t t e e  for Environment Mr.J.VavrouSek in 
t h e  Hungarian Parliament 



Dear M r .  vice-chairman of the Hungarian Parliament, 

Dear chairmen of the key cornmittees of: this Parliament, 

Deas deputies, ladies and gentlemen, dear guests. 

1 would like to make it sure that t h i s  is a b i g  personal 

honour for me chat my plea to address you on the soi1 of this 

historic Hungarian Parliament waç accebted.  1 am Éully aware of 

the fact that there is no preçedence fo r  such an event and that 

official visitors o n l y  perform with speeches at Parliaments and 

seldom. My miss ion  here is r a t h e r  working, b u t  I a m  aware of t h e  

f a c t  that t h e  situation is so serious, at least according to the 

opinion of t h e  government and of mine, that it is necessary to 

take unusua l  measures. 1 am pleased that the  relations between 

ou r  countries a r e  very good, in principle, but we al1 know, t h a t  

t h e r e  is a major unsettled problern, that makes the relations 

complicated and that could influence, if it is not solved 
I 

urgently in a negative way not only the atrnosphere of o u r  mutual 

r e l a t i ons ,  b u t  also the atmosphere all'over the central Europe. 

And ne know, that in this stage, when the whole centra l  and 

eastern Europe face the menace of chaos, t h a t  is probably 

inevltable consequence of the disintegration of totalitasian 

regimes and at t h e  same tirne an aftermath of the transition of 

t h e  ço called scientifically planned central econamy ta t he  

social, ecology, market - oriented economy Eirst of all, and t h a t  

i n t  his period, when we have to overcome many problems, we have, 

1 think, do our beçt to salve in the moçt effective w a y  t h e  

prablem related to t h e  Danube watekorks .  Let me i n t roduce  

myself, firsl, in a brief way. For long 1 have been working in 
ecolagical organizations, f isst of al1 in the Slovak union of t h e  

na ture  and landscape protection in çpite of the  fact  chat 1 am 

Czech born in Prague. A t  the  sarne time I could work for some 

dissident organizations and f o r  it w a s  a great honour to be one 

of the founding members of the civil fbrurn, that, in course of 

our changes played certain role  as to the initiation and 

performance of the changes. The role was net insignif içant . In 
this sense I feel double personal CO-respansibility for  the 

I 
Danube problem soluei,on. 1 f eel, that t h e  f irst CO-responsibility 

results from the  fac t ,  . that 1, as a dissident, repeatedly 



criticized in a public way the whole pro jec t  and, in keeping w i t h  

Slovak environmentalists and, naturally Hungarian ecologists, 

pointed. out the negative aspects of the project  . Many of you have 

got at disposal translation of my o l d  texts and can check me 

cornparing rny present standpoint to the o l d e r ,  dissident's, one. 

I hope thae it has not changea principally due to the  p re sen t  

position of mine and 1 don't suffer from any professional 

disease. Actually, there is no doubt, that this position is not 

a life-position. From the point of view of time it is a s h o r t  

episode. From t h e  point  of view of responsibility, it is not a 

short  episode. /Guess/ bear a par t  of the responsibility for this 

problem solution, 1 have helped, together with you, to fornulate 

and that must be settled now. I guess, that t h e  situation is 

eas ie r ,  viewed from certain viewing point, when you can 

c r i t i c i z e .  Much more difficult i s  the situation, when you are 

respons ib le  f o r  the problem solution. So t h e  first source of rny 

feeling of CO-responsibility resufts £rom my previous attitudes. 

The second one is the present funcition of mine and with regard 

to the fact that, as Mr. Speaker said in the  introductory speech, 

it is a problem reaching far away beyond the framework of Danube, 

inçpite it is very important  an it's own, but it, in a way, 

crosses ecological borders, it touches the relation of both o u r  

countries, actually, and this whole part of Europe. I am happy 

I can be here. First of al1 due to the fact chat 1 am convinced, 

that the present dead-lock situation in which the discussion and 

official negotiation on t he  G-N. Waterworks got, results from 

insufficient information relation, insufficient contact between 

citizens of both o u r  countries and rnembers of our parliamentç and 

/apparently/ not enough intensive t i es  between executive organs 

of both countries.. I am afraid, that on both sides there  a re  

certain myths, certain expectations, that make the situation more 

complicated. 1 will try, in my short speech and in the course of 

the discussion, to answer our questions and to make clear  some 

a£ t h e  mytks and 1 would appreciate, if you could point o u t  t h e  

myths on our side, probably existing, that, may be, make 

impossible for us to understand the standpoint of the Hungarian 

public, Hungarian representatives or to shift the standpoint 

somehow. I fully agree with Mr. Speaker, ehat a fsank discussion, 

open exchange of opinion, transparency of the  options fo r  the 



broadest public . . . . , chat is a p r inc ipa l  feature of each 

dernocratic system and in this sense, that we move ahead. L e t  me 

explain. why 1 thlnk that the situation is unbearable. 1 am 

personally convinced about this, not only because I was empowered 

by t h e  CS government. In Czechoslovakia, as you know, a 

governmental commission was founded, it is responsible for t h e  

solution, f o r  the proposa1 on the solution of the  G-N problern's 

Tt is a commission, t h a t ,  i n  keeping w i t h  the international law, 

w a s  established on the level of the federal government, e . g .  a 

federal commission, since the Danube is an international river, 

t h e r e f o r e  there is t h e  only way - only sovereign states must be 

representatives and partnezs. I was appointed a memer of this 
commission, t h e  chairman of which is, as you probably know, the 

prime-minister of the Slovak government, M r .  Carnogurskp. 

Nevertheless, he is in this position not w i t h  regard to the fact, 

that he is the prime minister of the Slovak government, but due 

to the Eact, that he was appointed by the f ederal government . The 

federal commission and the  federal government:, but a lso  t h e  

Slovak government, but, naturally, ecological organizations and 

public follows permanently this problern and came to t h e  

conclusion,  i n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  1 think, unanimously, s i n c e  I don't 

know anyone, who would be satisfied by the present situation, 

anyone, literally, the present s i t u a t i o n  is unbearable. I n  t h e  

course of r ecen t  months, actually years, a passive solution was 

chosen-two incompatible standpoints faced each other .  On one hand 

to stop a l 1  works, perhaps to reclairn completely the  whole area 

without technical knowledge how to do it practically. On t h e  

other  hand a standpoint demanding to respect completely t h e  

original wording of the still valid Lreaty.  As the matter of t h e  

fact ,  it w a s  a conversation of deaf men, if I can use this 

expression. There was no chance to find a cornmon, for bath 

acceptable solution. From t h e  Hungarian side, the  r ight  side of 

the Danube, the situation looks a little bit di£ f erent than f rom 

ou r  side of the Danube. 1 w i l l  try to summarlze some reasons, why 
we should seek a solution leading from a dead-lock. It is rny 

persona1 opinion, too . Firs t and pr inc ipa l  reason leading to such 
a standpoint are reasons ecological. As you probably know, 90 ,  

perhaps 9 S I ,  it can be a matter of a discussion, of al1 damage 

caused In t h e  course of cons truc tion of paxticularly t h e  water 



xork Gabcikovo, 1 s  located on the territory of the CSFR, mare 

exactly on the territory of Slovakia. 40 square kilometres of 

land is.completely destroyed, covered with asphalt and concrete, 

a p a r t  o f  it has changed i n t o  a water canal. Another dozens of 

rhe most fertile land of the CSFR were changed in a very 

principal way and basic ecological relations were broken. Any 

prolongation of such a situation is no t  acceptable for this 

reason. There is actually, a hot concrete  dese r t ,  that exerts a 

negative influence upon the area microclimate, but, above all, 

it afflicts negatively the underground water reserve. 

The other reason, why the present situation i s  

unacceptable, ecological reason r e s u l t s  f r o m  the f a c t ,  that as 

a consequence of construction of roughly 2 0  waterworks on the 

Austrian and German sections of the Danube and probably as a 

consequence of inadequate mining of gravel by both our  and 

Hungarian organizations in this area t h e  r iverbed of Danube 

declines into the gravel bed and due to this the level of 

groundwater declines in t h e  whole area behind Bratislava in the 

section approximately 50 km long. Due to this, ecosystems die in 

the area, naturally, particularly trees. 1 am af ra id  that any 

prolongation of the present: state will inevitably result in 

s e r i o u s  ecological damage in a short time. Therefore I am 

convinced, that the  f irst reasons why w e  have to f ind a p o s i t i v e ,  

active solution, are ecological reasons. Of course, there a r e  

many o t h e r  reasons. We a l 1  know what is t h e  econornic situation 

of our countries. 1 would like t o  s t r e s s ,  t h a t  our c o u n t r y  at 

present  enrers a recession stage, It iç unfortunately proved by 

many s t a t i s t i c a l  data. This is probably an inevitable consequence 

of the transition from the central planning to the market 

economy. On the other hand it makes t h e  space for 

manoeuvrability. There are social and psychological reasons. You 

know, that on the  territory of Czechoslovakia, p a r t i c u l a r l y  in 

the South Slovakia, the problem of G-N, first of al1 the problem 

of Gabcikovo is a very topical  matter of argument, undesirable 

phenornena appeared there, like violent oppression of 

demonslrations. In this sense it represents an explosive that may 

l e t  blow up interirn social tension. 1 think, that the 

international-political aspect is very important. Therefore 1 

esteem that particularly the members of t he  international 



cornmittee are taking part .  In spite of t h e  Eact, that I am not 

an expert in this sphere, I am af raid, that possible postponernent 

of izhe . solution of this problem or prospective of f u r t h e r  

existence of p r i n c i p a l  discrepancies is a f e r t i l e  s o i 1  for 

va r ious  extremist opinions and possible conflicts, both verbal 

and real, physical. I would be pleased if 1 was mistaken. So, 

therefore i believe that there are many reasons for t h e  solution 

of this problem. Actually, there are t w o  possible s o l u t i o n s  only. 

The f i r s t  one are unilateral acts both on o u r  and Hungarian side. 

I think that any unilateral step results in another deepening of 

the problern, postponement of their solution. The problems are 

considesably serious today, they have grown up to enormous s ize  

and it would be very difficult to settle them in future. Neither 

me, nor the government, 1 should Say it vice-versa, regard a 

unilateral measure as a practiçable way. With regard to this, one 

real strategy rernains. To base t h e  solution an a pragmatic 

evaluation of the si~uation, t a  take i n t o  account the fact, that 
here we have a certain heritage of the totalitarian regirnes, that 

we cannot re tu rn  the course of time, that we eannot corne baçk ro 

1970 or 1975, when the  decision was made, when the project  was  

being prepared and the  decision about realization was taken. We 

are in the present situation, on September 11, 1991, we have to 

Lake into consideration pragmatlcally al1 facts, including the 

fact, that the treaty, signed by the communist governments I n  

1977, is still in force and at t he  same time to Lake into account 

the present s t a t e ,  the environment damage that already occursed 

and the ex ten t  of construction bath in the ~abEikovo and 

Nagymaros area. With regard to this we have to find the minimal 

evil., the solution, that prefers the best among bad ways. There 

1 is no doubt t h a t  if we could t u rn  the course of t h e  time, ne 
would never approve the or ig ina l  project .  Therefore I recommend 

l 
to contemplate such a pragmatic possibility, first of a l 1  to take 

l into account the fact, that treaty, in spite that we can have 

variouç objections, and we surely have thern, in spite that it is 

n o t  impracticable since many terms have already expired and 

l therefore it is impeskible to carry it out respecting rhe 
original wording. 

There are  many reasonç to change, modify the t r e a t y .  B u t ,  

a t  the same time, it is not acceptable to cancel t h e  treaty, here 



I express the official position of the government, and negotiate 

l a c e r  on. I think it would result in a certain legal 

discontinuity, legal vacuum, that is dangerous f o r  bo th  parties. 

1 believe, there is the only practicable way, a traditional one, 

that'is being used not only in case of international treaties, 

but also when new acts are adopted. I t  simply rneans to prepare 

a new t r e a t y  and to incorpora te  into t h e  last p r a g r a p h  

p rov i s ions  t h a t  would cancel obsolete parts of the 1 9 7 7  t r e a t y .  

1 recommend t o  take into account the reality, sinçe 1 am a f r a id  

that the Hungarian public and deputies are not aware of it. 1 

regard it as my f a u l t ,  t oo .  Please, do not perceive t h i s  as a 

criticism. 1 don't doubt that the Hungarian position is based on 

t h e  i n t e r n a 1  convict ion that suspension of al1 works is the best 

possible solution f rom t h e  ecological point of view. 1 w i l l  t r y  

ta prove,  that this is not l i k e  this, t h a t  this is o n e  of t h e  

myths, that makes the understanding of our attitude complicated. 

It is not simply true, unfortunately, that to farget a problem 

rneans to settle it. It is not possible, it is not ecologically 

acceptable .  With regard t o  this 1 recommend to respect the 

seality in a pragmatic way and to f i n d  a way how t o  overcorne t h e  

dead-point.  The Hungarian parliament and al1 t h e  depuries a r e  

key-perçons, because the  standpoint of the Hungarian governrnental 

delegation w a s  conditioned practically by a unanimous decision 

of the Hungarian parliament, e . g .  of you and,  i f  I am not 

mistaken, 98% of deputies voted in favour of t h e  decision to s t o p  

a l 1  works.  In this sense, any government, particularly a 

government elected in a democratic way, cannot afford to ignore 

the decision of the deputies not  only because it would be a n  

immediate policical s u i c i d e ,  b u t  also since it is not  i n  k e e p i n g  

w i t h  the basic principles of the dernocratic government. 

1 think that: w e  should divide t h e  whole matter in two 

separate problems, that are on one hand mutually dependent, but 

there is a certain pr io r i ty ,  nevertheless. 1 believe, that we 

should reach an agreement as to a method, that could lead to a 

solution, mutually acceptable variant of a solution of this 

situation. As late as in the second period 1 regard as passible 

to discuss which of the variants is t h e  least bad. I am a f r a i d  

that if we change the order of the talks and s ta r t  to discuss on 

advantages and disadvantages of separate variants, we would not 



be able to draw a conclusion. The problems are to cornplex, we 

have qat few data at o u r  di sposa l ,  unfortunately. So, if you 

acçept . the division of the  problem in two separate problerns, I 

. ~ o u l d  of f e r  a method resulting from the  H e l s i n k i  convention 

signet3 by the  Hungarian government: in February, this year, and 

our government in August, the same year. This Helsinki 

convention, sornetirnes called the Convention from Espé envisages; 

that a l 1  pro jec t s ,  that could a f f l i c t  t h e  quality af the 

environment in the neighbouring country will be discussed 

commonly . 
Both o u r  governments disclaimed a part of t h e i r  sovereignty 

handing over a part of the sovereignty concerning t h e  right to 

decide about the projects influencing the environment to t h e  

Hungarian government and Hungarian representatives, and vice- 

versa, t h e  Hungarian government handed over a p a r t  of its 

sovereignty to the hands of our responsible organs,  o u r  

government and parliament. In this sense, it is a principal s t e p  

towards integration of Europe and toward a behaviour containing 

no acts, that could unilaterally damage the environment qualrty 

i n  a the r  countries. 1 hope we'll have the  working of z h e  

convention in ordes to be able to judge it in detail. 1 don ' t  

think, t h a t  it would be necessary to Lake positions j u s t  now w e  

could base our ta lks  on this convention. 1 have to point out o n e  

tact - the  convention is applicable completely in case of new 

p r o j e c t s  rnerely. Unfortunately, the G-N project  is an old, 

obsolete  one, 1 would Say. But 1 believe that: our parliaments can  

take advantage of this internationally acknowledged convention, 

signed $y 28 European coun t r i e s  and to base f u r t h e r  acts o n  :t. 

The convention determines in de ta i l  methods how to step ahead. 

1 don' t wane to repeat main principles  of t h i s  method, 1 xould 

like to point out some main Eacts. The method of E S P E ,  e .  g .  r h e  

evaluation of environment, envisages, that al1  variant s of 

solution will be taken into account, when some paoblem iç belng 

solved. Each o f  engaged parties can suggest the variants. None 

af variants is excluded, no one can reject discussion about any 

of the variants. It meabs that any passible way of solution can  

be judged. Secondly, a l1  variants proposed by any of the p a r c i e s  

will be evaluated according to the same set of criteria. The set 

of cr i te r ia  must be able to reflect al1 short and long-t~me 



consequences and ciscumstances of the  variants. Al1 significant 

facKors must be taken into account. In this case we understand 

it a s ,  first of a l l ,  ecological f a c t o r s ,  as we have repeatedly 

stressed, there are no discrepancies between us in t h i s  sense. 

It is related eo criteria, that are also very important and 

çoncern complernentation of huge groundwater reservoir in the 

whole area since this 1s a natural source which cannot bk 

substituted by anything else. As late as a f t e r  decades we'll be 

able to evaluate it due to drinking water lack. In any case we 

cannot admit any kind of threat to endanger the groundwater 

reservoir. That would be a crime and no econornic benefit could 

compensate it . Saf ety factors related ta f Lood protection are t h e  

third group.  1 have in mind t h e  natural flood that does no t  

depend on us and, as well, flood as an aftermath of technical 

fault, for example a damage of dam. We have to take into 

consideralion, that the  work is being b u i l t  i n  t h e  most active 

area of the CSFR from the seismological point of view. As we knpw 

i n  Komarno there is, as the matter of the faet the earthquake 

epicentre. Therefore we have to take into consideration a l 1  

security characteristics of works, first of a l 1  dams, their 

quality m u s t  be checked in order to avoid a danger to which the 

w h o l e  area popula t ion  would be exposed due to a defect 10-15 

years old. In t h e  security sphere another criterium is p r inc ipa l .  

Because of pragmatic reasons w e  have to have in mind another 

c r i t e r i a  - especially navigation. We know, tha t  shipping is a 

certain e v i l  s i n c e  some interference into environment is 

necessary, but if compared te road or rail-way t r a n s p o r t ,  it is 

a lesser evil. I£ we have to make a choice, we have to chose t h e  

least bad evil. We have to respect energetic aspects, too, the 

situation in this sphere in the  CSFR and particularly in Slovakia 

is complicated. 1 guess that also the situation in Hungary ss not 

idea l .  

If w e ,  on one hand, state, and there is no doubt on both 

s i d e s ,  that the perspective for us are alternative sources of 
energy, we have to admit, thae the  most acceptable one are j u s t  

hydrowater plants. ~herèfore we cannot ignore the huge energetic 

potential o f  the  Danube. F i r s t  of al1  in Slovakia, but also i n  

Hungary, there is not other source, that could be utilized. I 

stress, that not only my persona1 opinion but also the stance of 



~ h e  federal  government and the  federal commission headed by Mr. 

Carnogurskj? does not envisage maximal utilization of the 

potential as scheduled accordincl to the philosophy of the 

original projece, that is, as the matter of t he  fact, perfect i n  
this sense because it should make possible to absorb al1 the 

river's energy. According to our understanding we should generate 

optimal quantity of power without producinq negative impact Ôn 

ecalog)l, that would not be acceptable. A t  the  same time, we will 

have to Lake i n t o  consideration economic aspects, too. Our 

situation does not allow us t o  ignore financial aspects. With 

regard to this, a practical way is t o  judge al1 alternatives 

propssed by one of t h e  parties or independent organizatian, like 

some environmental one or proposed by some foreign institution. 

we can organize a tender for the best solution, open 

internationally based on the principle, t h a t  every reasonable 

v a r i a n t  must be taken into account and the original project  must 

go through t h e  tender, at least Lo be compared to the  o ther  oneg, 

as well as so called zero variant subrnitted by the Danube circle 

(Dunakor) ,  f i rst  of a l l ,  headed by Mr. Varga. 1 think that al1 

the variants, al1  extrernes must be taken into consideration. We 

can s u r e l y  imagine the variants between these t w o  extremes. 1 

don' t t h i n k  we have tirne enough now to discuss technical details. 

The third point of the method, the  evaluation of the impact on 

environment, is the creation of a cornmon CS - Hungarian 

commission, that could consist of experts appointed by the 

governments, representatives of parliarnents and, 1 çonsider that 

as quite pr inc ipa l ,  delegates of the population of the asea 

af f liçted by the waeerwork, it means population on both sides of 

the Danube, who rnust get completely equal approach to information 

including details and a chance to take par t  in the process of 

evaluation of the variants. The commission would be entitled to 

give recomendations only, it could suggest one or another 

variant and judge their positive and negative consequences. It 
would not have the power to make decisions, since such a power 
belongs doubtlessly to the executive organs of bath countries as 

well as their parliamehts. If 1 am speaking now about the CSFR, 

1 mean not only the Federal assembly as the federal parliament, 

but also, first of a l l ,  the Slovak National Council, ehat 

actually represents the concern of citizens, immediately of ehose 



 ho live there. In my opinion, it iç not excluded to examine t h e  

possibility to estabfish an independent expert commission, who 

xauld play a role of certain human cornputers, they could, by no 

means, p l a y  role of judges or arbiters. They would be able 

u r g e n t l y  answer concrete technical, ecological and other problems 

due to their experience gained in other countries. 1 believe t h a t  

prospective establishment of such an auxiliary working group or 

team could essentially accelerate t h e  entire process of variant 

evaluation and, on the other hand, improve the quality of the 

. . . . . .  process. The whole 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . .  elaborated on a comparable level, which means that it is not 
possible eo judge variants, that are not cornpletely c lea r  and 

concrete. I n  this sense, we are ready to support development of 

any p r o j e c t ,  any variant, including the z e r o  solution because, 

and it is my persona1 stance, I am convinceè that i f  w e  are not 

a b l e  to look at t h e  problem as object ive ly  as possible regardless 

a l 1  political aspirations, passions or emotions, we won't have 

a chance to reach some r e s u l t .  L e t  me pronounce at t h e  end  one 

more s h o r t  idea. Mr. speaker has mentioned, as well as Mr. 

chairman of the  parliament, to whom 1 had the honour to speak 

before this session. that t h e  whole work is, sui generis, a 

heritage of the totalitarian regime. 1 think that we al1 agree 

to this. H o w e v e r  I am a f r a i d  t h a t  inside, in each of us, t he re  

is some o t h e r  undesirable heritage of that regime. 1 personally 

consider very negative t h e  inherited way of black-white view of 

the world, dogmatic approach making us to make d i f fe rence  only 

between good and evil, one t r u t h  or another, t h e  standpeints w e r e  

absolute. I am afraid that t h i s  is a very dif f icult heritage t h a t  

pursues us every day and it w i l l  last long eime till we manage 

to get r i d  of i e .  But 1 think that we çhould be aware of this 

threat and that we should do our best te exclude the possibility, 

that the heritage of a black-white view of t h e  warld reflects in 

the solution of the problem w e  are d i s c u s s i n g  today. 

L e t  me thank you fo r  the patience you have proved listening 

to me. .Now 1 am ready te answer any question of yours that: 

belongs to the sphere of my power and 1'11 be able to answer. 

Thank you. 



I S T V A N  S Z U C S  

1 would ask Mr. minister a technical question. From our 

foreign-partners we've got an unofficial information, that the 

Çlovak republic prepares extension of the proj ecE of construction 

of nuclear power plants. 1 mean the  construction of new nuclear 

plants. The difference, as ta the quantity of energy generated 

from both sources, is enormous. 1 would like to know, why t he  

Slovak republic, if it plans to cons tmc t  nuclear plants, regards 

as necessary to generate the small quantity of energy at 

GabEikovo. 

Thank you for the question in spite of the t a c t  that 1 dan't 

think t h a t  iL is immediately related to o u r  theme, since the 

problem of the solution of the water work system G-N is not 

directly connected with the energetic situation, By no means. It 

is one O £  many aspects, we would be hypocritical if we regarded 

that aspect as the most significant f o r  our talks. But: as to your 

question - I don't think that the Slovak government at presept 

examines the construction of new power plants, for, as you know, 

it faces serious troubles with not only plants in operation, chat 

are un£ oztunatelly obsalete, but also with final stage of 

construction of t h e  power p l a n t  i n  Mochovce and in the South 

Bohemia, in Temelin, and therfore I don't believe, that someone 

eould  connect somehow the new nuclear planrs with the waterworks 

on the Danube. 

Question: Dear Mr. minister, 1 am pleaçed by the way you have 

explained the problem - it was very pragmatic and, on t h e  other 

hand, your explanation w a s  not overburdened by excessive details. 

You have submitted a proposal  we can suppor t ,  1 believe. We have 

said, that it w a s  necessary to talk about a method how to ge t  

closer to the solution of t h e  problern. The variant you have 

suggeçted were sympathetic, to considerable extent t h e y  were 

identic with what we consider accpetable. 1 am of the  op in ion  

thar such an approach will lead to a rnutually acceptable 

solution. 1 wanted only to express that 1 am glad f o r  there is 

a new phenornenon in our'talks - first, the parliament is engaged 
in the s o l u t i o n  of the problem, concretly parliamentary 

committees and, se&ondly, from the point of view of rnutual ly 

acceptable solution. 



Thank you f o r  positive evaluation of the proposal. I would 

appreciate, if you, as a session of three key cornittees, coula 

i d e n t i f y  yourself with  this proposal and, possibly, to recommenà 

i c  to the plenary session of the parliament, since 1 t h i n k  that 

it could really be a principal step towards a solution. 

Question, GYULA HORN: 

D e a r  M r .  m i n i s l e r ,  1 thank you, and think that 1 can say 

it alsa on behalf of the cornittee, f o r  your exposé. 1 wauld like 

to ask 2 questions. The first  one - in what sense w i l l  our 

p a r t n e r  - the Federal assembley - acL in Lhe case of this 

problem? The same question I would ask in connection with the 

parliament of the Slovak republic. Secondly - f r o m  the 

governmental t a l k s ,  w e  have learned that t h e r e  are major 

d i f f e r e n c e s  between our positions and we have an impression as 

if the CS p a r t y  had not yet elaborated a study on long-term 

ecological impacts of the water-work. That was the impressioq 

we've got in the course of talks. There is merely a short - time 

study, if 1 a m  informed c a r r e c t l y .  If s o ,  it is very difficult 

to negotiate, if the other party has not at d i sposa l  such  a 

study. Please,  donlt regard tha t  as some accusation. 1 dare to 

ask this question due to your very interesting exposé. 

L e t  me start with the second question. I agree with you 

t h a t  a consequence of t h e  black-white dogmatic approach, 

unfortunately typical  for both our c o u n t r i e s ,  was the facL, that 

only the original project was developed and later on, the so- 

called variant C, as you sure ly  know. It envisages a solution on 

the CS territory only.  There  are  no other variants prepared. In  

t h i s  sense, we beas a part of guilt, but 3 think, that t h e  

Hungarian party did not use the opportunity to develop wosk on 

o t h e r  variants. With regard to this, it is a cornmon challenge for 

both ou r  countr ies  and w e  should do our b e s t  ta overcome it, 1 

mean that we should propose and develop other v a r i a n l s ,  simply 

i n  order to be able to compare them. As 1 said  at the beginning, 

we would support also the zero var iant ,  in spite of t h e  fact, 

that 1 personal ly do no t  consider it: the leas t  evil. Such a 

solution is, according to my opinion, a kind of safety valve, 

chat could be used in case we corne to the conslusion that al1 

other variants are not practicable or if we found out chat t h e  



impact upon environment is more s e r i o u s  than we believed if some 

of the  variants of realization of the water work GabELkovo was 

carried. o u t .  But 1 will do my best to support elaboration of al1 

l ~ a r i a n t s ,  as well as the federal governmennt submitted. 1 think 

that t h e  Hungarian party has a certain doubt in this field. As 

to ehe second question, 1 have got relatively close contacts to 

the Federal Assembley and 1 can sca te ,  in s p i t e  of t h e  fact thak 

1 am not entitled in an official way, that enormous attention i s  

payed to this problem in the parliament. Our parliament expects 

i m p a t i e n t l y  the  results of the t a l k s  of the CS and Hungarian 

governrnental delegation, as well as s u r e l y  the Hungarian 

parliament. More ofeen 1 have t u  answer the deputies 

interpelations and sometimes also of al1 deputy clubs. They 

demand a clear stand, how to continue to solve this problem, they 

ask. I can assure you that t h e  deputies, regardless of their 

political orientation, regard this situation as completely 

unbearable. 1 think, that Dr. Huba, the  chairman of t h e  Slovpk 

union of the nature and landscape protection and, as you probably  

know, for long years an opponent of t h e  o r ig ina l  p r o j e c t ,  could 

give a qualified description of the situation in the Slovak 

National Council. He is also the chairman of the  environmental 

committee of the Slovak National Council. 

MikulaS Huba 

Dear Mr. Speaker, ladies and gentlemen. Thank you for the 

chance ta speak here. As far as the Slovak National Council is 

concerned, untill recent tirne the parliament ignored the problem 

and was not willing to discuss this problem on the parliamentasy 

soil. 

Rather the government than an executive organ was supposed 

to be more active in this matter. That situation started to 

change and 1 am not competent enough to say owlng Lo which 

influences, but I believe that one of the most significant 

influences were actions of citizens, c i t i z e n  initiatives and 

environmental organizations in the gitni ostrov (Wheat Island) , 

in the area of GabEikovb and samorin, as you know. This way the 

problem of GabEikovo became an item of the agenda of the  Slovak 

National Council in the second half of August , t h i s  year, and t he  

parliament adopted a b r i e f  resolution . challenging to avoid 



escalation of tension in this area and to solve problerns f i r s t  

of al1 on the expert basis and later oh t h e  political one. 

Secondly, our environment committee was ordered to check, if 1 

can Say so, the government at the  realization of any measure 

related to the water work GabEikovo. It means to check Lo what 

extent the  picinciples set by the Slovak environmental commission 

a r e  respected. The commission is actually the ~inistry Ô f  

environment of the Slovak republic, that determined 1 9  c r i t e r i a  

f o r  the continuation of f u r t h e r  construction works in GabEikovo, 

Our committee should a l s o  judge if t h e  recommedations of 

independent expert commissions are respected. The expert 

commissions worked in t w o  steps initiatied by the Slovak 

government in the last year and at the beginning of eh i s  year, 

as  you prababfy know. That is what I wanted to Say to the last 

decisions of our presidium. Our cornmitte was practically t h e  onPy 

one, that inieiated t h e  discussion on t h i s  problem on t h e  s o i 1  

of the parliament. Several limes we invited competent member s  of 
the government and representatives of t h e  expert commissions to 

t h e  sessions of o u r  committee and thank to this, t h e  members of 

our cornmitte are familiar with t h e  matter. Before that: only 1 was 

engaged i n  the  problem and therefore the knawledge level is not 

high, we should not have illusions. As I rernember, the problem 

of the future of GabEikovo was rnentioned at the t a l k s  on t h e  

s t a t e  budget, it was indirect but very important  t h i s  year when 

t he  parliamentary club of the green p a r t y  suggested to change the 

budget in the sense to transfer the  inves~ment f o r  t h e  water work 

construction, described as eological investment to othes budget 

chapters, for example to the area of water protection, air 

protection, health care and so on. Kt was a paradox and it was 

n o t  approved. 

Pinter: 

Dear Mr . minister, your exposé convinceci me about t h e  f act 

that you are a well prepared expert and that you know about t h e  

problem of the  water work. In this connection, 1 would like to 

ask you, what you mentioned when you çaid that the t r ea ty  should 

be rnodified, that we needed new p r o j e c t s .  Preparing t h e  new 

pso jec t s  it will be necessary to take  into account the s t a t e  of 

the environment. What is your estimate concerning t h e  time 



nocossary f o r  the  preparation of the p r o j e c t s  ? 

Thank you f o r  a positive evaluation. I think that t h e  length 

of the preparation of the p ro jec t s  depends on the attention payed 

to this problem. 1 am convinced, that in our country as well as 

in Hungary there are many people who have been engaged in this 

matter for decades, they are ready to start . It w i l l  be important 

t o  in tegra te  them, def in@ objectives and support them not only 

as to finance, bu t  also by informat ion and material. At the same 

tirne, it depends on ho,w much we w i l l  manage to engage 

international expert: public to this problem. We can do it by 

means of a tender. Any group of foreign experts could Lake part 

in that tender. We ceuld a f s o  ask commonly t h e  EC to appoint a 

group of experts who wauld play the role of human cornputers, a s  

1 have mentioned. I believe, t h a t  t h e  preparation period should 

be not longer than 6 months. It is, natuwally, concern of both 

parties to shorten it as much as possible but not t o  endanger the 

q u a l i t y ,  since the  time warks against us. 1 am convinced t h a t  kt 

works net only against us, but also against the Hungari'an 

Republic. Any postponernent of the solution will make the 

situation worse. 1 am eptirnist ,  1 know t h a t  t h e  Danube cirçle 

exper ts  are ready, they know the situation in detail, in the 

s t a t e  institutions there are milions of data necesçary for the 

evaluation. What we need now is goad will and to overcome the 

atrnosphere of mutual mistrust, that exists between t h e  p a r t i e s .  

1 dare to Say that the  only fact that we have given name to the 

mistrust, that we have pointed it out, is a premise of solution 
of t h e  problem. 

SZABQ I V ~ :  

Dear Mr. minister, members of the cornmittee. I would divide 

the consideration about the f u r t h e r  measures i n  two parts. F i r s t  - 

what are the present objectives and which of them we can realize. 

A condition of it is inevitable evaluation of al1 possible 

variants on a scientific basis and al1 points of view. Since none 

of us is able to be familiar with any of the variants, the f irst 

step should be a scientific research, that would judge al1 

variants in deta i l  and that would be a basis for further complex 

economic and ecological research. I have been working for 27  

years  in the branch of the Hungarian civil engeneering and 1 know 



t h e  building industry in the neighbouring cauntries. Therefore 

1 mean, that any alternative envisaging u t i f i z a t i o n  of t he  

p re sen t  objects should be completed by a research concerning the 

s c a t e  a*d professional level of performed works of the objects .  

I L  is possible that we will have perfect ecological studies but 

we will find out that there is a hole in t h e  bottom of t h e  dam 

and due to it al1 we have invented is no t  valid anymore. This wai 

we can cause much worse ecological d i s a s t r e  i n  a short-time 

period. Another objective of f u r t h e r  research should be, 

together with al1 short and long- tem ecological and economic 

consequences, real state in detail, s i n c e  we al1 know what Lhe 

s o c i a l i s t  industry used Lo produce in a non profit and non 

commercial situation, Another step, a f t e r  a l 1  these material are  

prepared and subrnitted, must be initiation of political talks 

between parliaments . Talks  that: would dissolve the atrnosphere of 

m i s t r u s t  and misunderstanding. But this is not he level on which 

ic would be possible to solve scientific problems for in sp ire  

of t h e  fact chat the  members of parliarnent are experts in certain 

fields, the parliament is actuakly a legislative body and n o t  a 

forum for scientific research. Both these processes musc go 

paralelly, it means a scientif ic research, t h a t  w i l l  submit to 

t h e  parliaments materials as a basis fo r  decisions. But it w ~ l l  

be necessary to set up preliminary also o t h e r  contacts to 

eliminate political disproportions. We can Say today, t h a t  we 

consider this exchange of opinions very u s e f u l ,  because it h e l p s  

us LO build con£ idence and we have to state in a clear way, t h a t  

t h e  positions for t h e  talks must not be rigid and black-white, 

that would results into a c la sh .  The real talks must start now. 

Al1 the three cornittees naturally are not: and cannot be ent i t led 

to make decisions on behalf  of the  parliarnent modifying any 

previous decison of the parliarnent, It cannot also annul or 

reevaluate it. But we suggest proposals concerning the w a y  of 

negotiations to the Hungarian parliament, the need to g e t  i n  l 
! 

touch with the  Slovak parliament or the CS parl iarnent  

authorities, as well as proposals on possible alternatives af 

scientific w a y  of research of the real state. In this area w e  can  

step forward in order to make our  willingness clear. Mow, we will 

make steps towards our own parliament on the basis of it, we wi 11 

evaluate w h a t  has been said hese and as to the Eureher procedure, 



W P  can identify ourselves with this idea. 

Vavrousek: 

Of course 1 am aware of the  fact, that the cornmittees, in 

sp i t e  of t h e i r  key role  in this matter, cannot substitute the  

decision of the  parliament and the whole plenary session, but 1 

think, t ha t  you, if you regard it as useful or purposeful, could  

recomrnend to the plenary session of the parliament that or 

another solution or procedure. 

Secondly, 1 agree with the  fact, t h a t  t h e  problem is above 

a l1  an expert matter and t ha t  the deputies task is n o t  to study 

t h e  level of groundwater or some technical details, but 1 think 

that i e  would purposeful if they could participate in the cornmon 

commission. Their role could be very important because of two 

reasons - f i rs t  because they could judge from t h e i r  polirical 

pasitions the aspects of the water work of any of proposed 

variants, w h i c h  can'e be quantified or measured or expressed i n  

tirne unit or money, but which could be very important. I n  t h i s  

sense is the political judgement of deputies irreplaceable. S u r  

1 think that  there iç another role, the ro le  of a feedback, r h a t  

is important f o r  elimination ef mistrust between members of 

parliament and executive organs. 1 am not informed about t h e  

situation in Hungary, but I know relatively well the situation 

in our country.  In spite of the fact that the buildings of t h e  

federal government and the federal parliament are approximately 

2 km eaçh from o the r ,  information errors arise as well a s  

suspicion of bad intentions. I don1r dare to judge the  situat~on 

in your country,  but it is not excluded that i t  is similar. 

Third-let me agree with the quality of the socialist build~ng 

industry, that is pesimistic and neqative. 1 guesç chat our 

experience is identic with the yours . On the other hand I think, 

1 don't regard myself as an expert, that there are  diagnostic 
methods able to determine the route of dams relatively exaccly. 

As 1 have said at the beginning, both t h e  federal and, of course,  

the Slovak government would never approve to put the work l n t o  

operation, any variant,' if it could be dangerous fo r  t h e  area 

population, because, as you probably know, the level of r h e  

Danube water in the artificial canal would be 10 m over t h e  

sur face  of the  ground. There is no doubt about how dangerous it 



potentially is. Such a possible threat can be compared tu power 

plant disastres. If there was some justified suspicion that 

sorne~hing is  wrong, everything would be clear. This is a 

criteriam of a veto character. 

If t h e  quality of works would not pass thorugh this 

criteria, al1 variants based on the  utilization of the present 

b u i l d i n g s  would be canceled, if there was no chance to repai'r 

them in a simple way. What 1 am sayinq now is my private 

c i t i z e n ' s  opinion that rnust not be mixed with the official 

viewpoints, because I am not authorised to give here of f i c i a l  

positions towards variants. 1 think it is possible to consider 

seriously the variants, that would enable the utilization a£ the 

water work GabCikovo and the buildings t h e r e  if we principially 

change t h e  phiiosophy of t h e  whole approach and  operation of the 

water work. It is possible and necessary to put emphasis on 

ecological aspects and aspects of protection and completion 

. . . . - .  1 

and will be inevitable, in order to respect the f i rs t  two 

dernands, t o  produce also certain quantity of power. I would like 

to stress, that the zero variant, i f  we want t o  take into 

account ,  must settle also the solution of more and more serious 

problems related to the presen t  state of t h e  Danube in the 

section between Bratislava and PalkoviEovo, roughly 50 km. 1 have 

already rnentioned the ecological problems, but there are 

navigation problems, too. There is a problem which 1 have n o t  

desçribed in d e t a i l  and it is the danger of floods: 1 personally 

visited al1 those places at time when the flood culminated one 

month ago and I can çay çincerely that the situation was in t h e  

limitç of tolerability and really it: is a luck that: no b ig  

n a t u r a l  catastrophe occured. Such situation is nat accepted 

nowadays from the point of view of safety. There must be done 

some technical solution. We want Lo respect t h e  need to pro tec t  

t h e  life, it is necessary from the humanistic point of view and 

I would consider it as unlucky, if w e  srand against humanism, 

humanistic o r i e n t a t i o n  and ecology. And if these t w o  tendencies 

shou ld  be opposed I would consider it for a misunderstanding. The 

aim is to coordinate two different c r i t e r i a  which are often 
opposed in realiy but cannot be opposed in philosophy. It means 

to create an acceptable environment for aman  and to pro tec t  the 



wealth of nature. These things are often opposed in reality, but 

we must Eind a way how to bring them into hamony.  I excuse 

myslef that 1 have answered your question perhaps too long but 

t he re  is too many problerns included in this question and 1 think 

i c  is important to clear them in çome way. 

HORN GYULA: 

He wants to precise if t h e  Federal Government of CSFR is pxepared 

ta modify the  mandate of the Czechoslovak governmental delegation 

f o r  negotiations. 

VavrouSek: 

I excuse myself that 1 have not mentioned it in my opening 

speech, it is my fault. I came to the conclusion from our last 

negotiations in June, that t h e  Hungarian delegation has got o n l y  

t h e  mandate of your parliament to negotiate the only variant, 

i.e. the var ian t  LO stop al1 works. I believe we have doneta 

ce r t a in  step ahead a f t e r  very complex and long talks. Our 

delegation prepared a d r a f t  directive, 1 have paraphrased in rny 

exposé. It enabled us to discuss various variants without putting 

doubt on t h e  valid t r e a t y  i n  order t o  preuent  legal vacuum. The 

mandate of our delegation is very broad, the whole governmental 

delegation can manoeuvre enough, if 1 can use such w o r d s ,  and 

with regard to this 1 mean that also t h e  Hungarian party çhould 

give free hands to the delegation and c r e a t e  cer ta in  space f o r  

the talks. Of course 1 am not  authorized to suggest how large the 

space should be, what limits, but the negotiation has  no chance 

to be successful, if t h e  space f o r  the  Hungarian delegation is 

n o l  extended. since i n  the s i t u a t i o n ,  when one delegation, each 
of t h e  delegations has instruction, according Lo which it can 

discuss anly one variant, it is a rea l ly  very strange way of 

negotiation and 1 am af raid that such t a l k s  would be hardly he ld .  

This is a barrier we have to avexcome. I am afraid that if t h e  

Hungarian parliament does not release decison space or 

negotiation çpace for t h e  Hungarian qovernmental'delegation," 1'11 

be hardly able to make the federal government to send ou r  

delegation to the talks at a l l .  Don't understand it as a kind of 

ultimatum or threat, 1 don't mean it like this, 1 state a fact, 

o n l y .  If you munitor the press in our country you know, that the  



çituation is really very acute and I do not exagerate. 

Drputy  GYURKO: 

~t is not necessary to speak about a dead lock, i f  the very 

speech of minister vavrouçek is a kind of continuation of the 

process of solution, 1 recommend to improve mutual flow of 

information. 

VavrouSek: 

Practically and completely I have to agree with what Mr. 

deputy said. Of course I consider 'cammon language" or mutual 

understanding a necessary condition we have to improve exçhange 

af  information, therefore 1 appreciate this opportunity. Surely 

we have to study in detail the ecological principles, we have not 

used al1 possibilities that potencially exist. In addition, we 

should pro jec t  the principles to concre te  criteria, that could 

be used for evaluation of variants. In order not to star on ta 

general level and to r e f l e c t  the  present situation of the whole 

Danube section, I guess, in the speech of yours there are many 

interesting points, but there is a l s o  one thing, to which 1 

s h o u l d  react with a question mark. 1 agree with you, that 

prospective realization of variant C would be a unilateral s t e p ,  

1 fully agree, but  I am afraid, that the suspension of work on 

the Hungarian side is a l s o  an unilateral step. I hop@ there will 

be no unilateral $ teps ,  but i f  so, any kind of them, iL will be 

the most safe way how to block any discussion, t he re fo re  such a 

situation is a very powerfull source of energy for al1 

extremists, now 1 have in m i n d  o u r  country,  I don't dare to speak 

about Hungary. The extremists w i l l  be seeking a solution in the 

sense - if they don't want to reach an agreement, w e  will do it 

i n  our way. I think chat such efforts exist on the Hungarian 

side, tao, in spite of the Eact t ha t  1 don't know it exactly. 

There is the only way how tu prevent unpredictable extremist 

actions. It is the will to find a mutually acceptable solution, 

but it must be based an a feeling of mutal confidence. 1 h a ~ e  to 

say it, but there is no confidence, at least P don't feel it a t  

the talks. We have to .do  some thing to launch again t h e  procesç,  
1 

to restore the confidence. It will su r e ly  depend on personal 

contacts, trust in personalities on botk sides, but it wouPd be 



probably positive to base it on some written record of our t a f k s  

or a communiqu6, t h a t  could be very br ie£ ,  that would summarize 

the m o s t  essen t ia l  of what has a character of agreement here 

between us, but  that could enable clear interpretation of our 

discussions. Since many opinions were pxonounced, w e  should 

distinguish c e r t a i n  nuc leus  of what we have accepted from t h e  

opinions we have not agreed on, because I don' t suppose t h a t  you 
would accept al1 I have said, because 1 would be naive .  In spite 

I do my best to be objective as much as possible, my view is 

burdened by limited extent of information and other l i f e  

experience. 1 simply real ly  live 300 km f a r  from the Danube, 

that's true. You live the whole life on the river - sides ,  these 

t w o  situations can be hardly compared. If we succeeded LO 

conclude our talks by certain w r i t t e n  text, i t  could be a 

substantial step towards the elimination of r n i s L r u s t ,  t h a t  exists 

here . 
t 

Dornbaçh A l a j o s t  (vice-chairman of t h e  parliament) 

Illisible 'question 

Vavxougek: 

I fully share the viewpoint, formulated by the vice- 

chairman in his f i rs t  speech, o r  t h e  first part of the speech. 

I believe t h a t  it i s  really inevitable for the parliament to 

equlp the governrnents with certain power that shou ld  notl be 

probably symetric. It would make the process of d e c i s i o n  muçh 

easier .  1 think, that a general framework for such power culd be 

the mentioned method of environmental assesment, whiçh means 

evaluation of the  impact upon the  environment in keeping with the 

mutually adopted convention. 1 think it is a method, based on the 

international consensus we have adopted, on the  other hand it is 

a method suitable and equal for both parties, because it is 

neutral. The condition of neutrality in the negotiation 

atmosphere is t h e  basic premise for elimination of mistrust we 

ba th  can feel. 
1 ehink that the government deleqations should be authorized 

or ordered to complete the rnechod with a concrete time-table of 

works related to assesment, choice of al1 variants and their 

judgement . To prevent a posçibility, that one of both parties, 



or none sf interim parties in our or yur country regards this 

method as a f u r t h e r  postponement, pro~raction of t h e  solution, 

a trick, manoeuvre, centered an transfer of the problem sornewhere 

else. If the agenda of t a l k s  was prepared, as well as the time- 

table, it would be correct to set up a certain period in the 

course of which works would be suspended I have in mind the  

works, t h a t  would, in any way, predestine some variant. Such a 

period would be natural. For technical reasons we should exclude 

maintenace works, antiflooà protection, there is no doubt about 

this, we mean a l 1  works t h a t  could somehow determine t h e  solution 

and that would exclude later changes. But 1 repeat, t h a t  both  

federal and republic governments can accept this as a p a r t  of a 

cornplex agreement, not as an isolated solution. I have to say 

once more and 1 guess t h e r e  is no secret ,  that t h e  extent of 

mistrust is so high, that: if we tried separately to impose 

suspension of works and l a t e r  to decide what to do f u r t h e r ,  such 

an approach would r a t h e r  result to further mistrust and somcohe 

could Say - you see, we were right, no agreement is possible and 

therefare we will adopt an unilateral solution. 1 guess t h a t  

would  be the worst that could happen. 

Horn Gyula: 

The proposal of Mr. rn in i s t e r  on j o i n t  communique can not 

be accepted at the session of three comrnittees session, since the 

committees donlt have a mandate to decide and have been convened 

to listen to Mr. rninister only. I t  does not mean, that his visit 

was useless. Anyhow, we are grateful for the expose and the way 

of explanalion. One of the tasks  resulting from this session w i l l  

be to inform the plenary session of the parliament. Another one 

will be preparation of the own proposa1 of the three committees 

for the plenary session and third one - we are ready to start 
talks with the f ederal and Slovak parliament about our proposais . 
At the same time 1 add, that these t a l k s  cannot substitute the  

governmental talks. 

Vavrougek: 

Thank you for .your position. The proposal on a jo in t  
l 

communique was actually an idea only ,  in a way a maximalist one, 1 
I 

1 wrote i t  yesterday on my way to ~udapest by car and, may be, 

i 
1 



dz? to beautifull weather I was too opt i rn is t ic .  But 1 think, that 

your conclusions are quite correct. Such a long and principal 

probPem cannot be settled in two hours .  I am very glad that you 

have expressed readyness or willingness to discuss concrete 

proposais on solution. I would Like t~ ask you to divide t h e  two 

parts of the  problem, it means the problem of method, and I guess 

a method has been suggested, that could be used in the talks in 

case we are not able to find a better one.  1 wowld appreciate i f  

t h e  cornmittees cou ld  somehow comment it. I mean i f  you can 

recomend it t o  the parliament, I woufd be very grateful t o  you 

since it would solve a part a£ t h e  problern and make easier 

arguments in favor of urgent initiative or meeting of 

governrnental delegations. 1 am afraid, if there is no t  at least 

a general agreement on the working method of the delegations, we 

can hardly expect some initiative on the CS s ide.  Excuse my open 

wordç, but 1 think that it 1s necessary to formulate problems as 

exact as possible and 1 may have broken limits of diplornatic 

habits and 1 again ask you to excuse me. 1 hope you could 

consider a possibility to formulate an active solution in t h e  

other area. 1 mean formulation of prospective alterantives about 

which you would be ready to discuss. It would not mean an 

automatical agreement. 1 mean those alternat ives you regard as 

acceptable, that would be worth of negotiating. I n  case both 

parties do this, there w i l l  be a certain chance of a break- 

through or a combination of variants. 1 will ask prime-rninis ter  

Calfa and the whole federal government to inform you in an 

official way about the content of the mandate of the CS 

governmental delegation in order to play in an honesc way. I am 

not  entitled t o  do  it, bu t  i n  s p i t e  of iL, I w i l l  recommend it 

I to the government. We appreciate if it would be evident tbat 
I 

there is a readiness to negoLiate, it should r e s u l t  from t h e  

proposal of che parliament and government, and from information 

we have, there is an effort to discuss it .o. 1 guess that similar 

situation could be also in the Çlovak National Council. I would 
1 like to get baçk to the question 1 have asked and that is very 

important. f mean the question, if this gremium, this session 

regards as an acceptable the solution that results from the 

Helsinki convention. If we were able ta find an agreement 

concerning ~his, it would be a great success. 



xott: The ecological cornittee of the parliament will discuss 

chis proposal this afternoon a s  well as t h e  whole session. IL 

.,,il1 be. possible to react quick ly  and e x a c t l y  to t h e  exposé of 

Mr. minister. 

Pap: He asks minister VavrouSek if he can imagine himself in t h e  

situation of the citizens who live on the t e r r i t o r y  in thé 

vicinity of t h e  water work and if has ever been in a boat on the 

Danube. 

~avrouSek: 

1 have to admit, that due to t h e  fact that 3 0  years  1 have 

been practiçing mountaneering, 1 payed attention r a t h e r  to 

mauntain areas worldwide, predominantly in Slovakia. Might be I 

should have payed more attention C o  lowlands. It is, of course, 

my fault, but, nevertheless, I hope I am farni l iar  with the 

situation. 1 prefer na tu ra ly  if birds continue living in their 

n a t u r a l  environment and not in an asphalt canal. 1 have to 

repeal,  that if 1 could influence t h e  construction of the  canal  

at this moment, 1 would do my best to stop it. B u t  t h e  canal 

already ex i s t s  and it is a fact, unfortunately, we have to take 

i n t o  account and 1 don't re ject  any alrernative, solution or 

approach. I repeat very s e r i u s l y  that we are ready to discuss 

even the zero variant, inspite 1 donlt regard it as an optimal 

solution with regard to my personal experience. It could  ra ther  

be a security valve. But 1 think t h a t  the basic positon 

concerning the problern, the ernational one and, perhaps, the 

exper t  one, since they are combined, is identic with the yours. 

Rott : 

Thank to al1 deputies who'take p a r t ,  personally to minister 
I 
I 

VavrouGek for an exhausting exposé concerning important problem 

and also for an or ig ina l  approach to the contact with t h e  

Hungarian parliament, that w i l l  make easier to find a solution 

satisfying bath parties on t h e  basis of friendly neighbourly 

relations. I believe that the difficulties connected with 

Gabéikovo w i l l  not be reflected in other  areas of mutual 

relations. 1 

VavrouSek: Repeatedly thanks f o r  the opportunity to pronounce a 

speech at the  Hungarian parliament. 
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(Translation) 

Standpoint on hear ing  of Minister of Environment 
of t h e  CSFR Mr. J. Vavrovsek 



Unofficial translation 

Srandpoint an hearing of rn in i s te r  of environment of t h e  CSFR 

Jozef Vavrousek 

The econarnic, foreign and environmental cornmittees of the 

parliament of the Hungarian Republic took Part in ehe hearing 

concerning t h e  water work GabCikovo of t h e  chairman of the  

C o r n m i t t e e  for Environment of the  Federal Assembly of t h e  CSFR, 

M r .  J o z e f  VavrouSek on September 11, 3991 and the standpoint as 

follows : 

They cordially welcomed t h e  visit of Mr. Vavrougek as a new 

element i n  t h e  interstare talks on the water work GabEikovo- 

Nagymasos. They staled, that t h e  respective cornmittees of the 

parliament of t h e  Nungarian R-republic w e r e  ready to continue 

discussion w i l h  respective bodies of t h e  pasliament of t h e  CSFR.  

That can't substitute continuing talks between government of both 

republics . 
According to t h e  opinion of the  cornmittees the problems of 

the water work are an experL - scientif ic matter. Just therefore 

they insist on systematization of surnrnarization of t h e  resuLts 

of already pesfomed scientific research and on mutual exchange 

of research al ready c a r r l e d  out b u t  s t i l l  not handed over. Ar 

f u r t h e r  talks it would be desirable to engage experts form t h i r d  

countries or international organizations without playing a role 

of arb i te r s .  At the beginning of the scientific-expert 

cooperation it will be necessary to make clear methodic 

principles and basic values and meanings as a cornmon language of 

the cooperation. 

A t  the same tirne we have take into account c h e  

international convention on the contro l  of influences x ~ t h  

impacts behind border concerning environment as an importdnc 

fac tor  (Espoo-Finland, 1991). The scientific-expert cooperation 

has to check the quality, safety elements and expert capabilicy 

of already finished facilities (construction works) .  The talks 

have tu serve, f i r s t  of a ,  as a way resulting in b o t r e r  

knowledge of ecological problerns. But ne don't exclude new 

proposals and problerns of flood protection, navigation, economic 

questions, energy and international law. 

The academies of science of both countr ies  should be 



responsible for organization and administrarion of t h e  expe r t -  

s c i e n t i f i c  cooperation. If the realization works are suspended 

until t h e  next expert-scientif ic preparation, or in the course 

of talks, it would strengthen mutual confidence. 

On t h e  basis of t h e  mentioned principles, in t h e  spirit of 

earlier adopted decisions of the parliament, the cornmittees 

s u p p o r t  the governmental t a l k s .  

A t  Budapest, October 1, 1991 

D r .   ando or ~ o t t  Dr. Ivan SzabS Gyula Horn 

chairman of t h e  chaisman o f  t h e  çomm~ttee chai sman of t h e  

cornrnlttee for environment for  econorny cornmitcee for  f o r e i g n  r e l a -  

t ions 





LETTER FROM THE SLOVAK PRIME MINISTER TO THE H m G m I A N  MINISTER 
WITHOUT PORTFOLIO 

(Translation) 

Bratislava, D e c e m b e r  18, 1991 

Dear M i n i s ~ e r ,  

O u r  countries tradirionally s r  r ive  to develop and s t r e n g t h e r i  

good n e l g h b o u r l y  relations. The probleins related to t h e  

construction of the Gabcikovo-Nagymaros P r o j  ect and t h e  

i m p l e r n c n ~ a r i o n  of the i n t e r s t a t e  T reacy  be tween  Czecho-Slovakia 

and Hungavy on t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n u  ope ra t i on  of the GabEikavo- 

Nagyniaros Systern of Lockç of 1977 ,  Z r E  To sorne excen t ,  o u t s i d e  

of these constructive and positive relations. 

1 would l i k e  ro assure you that o u r  side s r n c e r e l y  wants to 

resolve thest problerns i n  a mutually a c c e p ~ a b l e  manner. 

We consider your requests, broughr forward by the Hungarian 

delegation at the negotiations on D e c e m b e r  2 ,  1991 i n  Budapest, 

to bc an express ion  of y o u r  intesest to be acquainted with the 

positions of t h e  Czecho-Slovak side. 

O u r  governmenc delegation always took into açcount 

thoroughly rules of international law. We, therefore, consider 

the observance of t rea ty  obligations as one  of the riosl .important 

conditions. This observance determines our position on Che 

Danube Proj ect  . 

Dear Minister, allow me to present C o  you and conf im once 

m o r e  the position of our side, alseady presented at the mentioned 

negotiations in Budapest. 

The Czecho-Slovak side considers as usefull the 

establishment of a joint commission of experts w i t h  participation 

of foreign experts w h o ,  at our j o i n t  request, w i l l  be nominated 

Dr. Ferenc M A d 1 

Minister  of t he  ~ovkrnment 
of the Hungarian ~epublic 

B u d a p e s t  



by the European ~ommunities. The Czecho-Slovak delegation 

presented this proposal at the negotiations in Bratislava on July 

15, 1991. 

The role of the commission will be Lo consider and evaluate 

alternate solutions and scientific and technical questions 

concerning the GabCikovo-Nagymaros ~ r o j e c t  which w i l l  be 

presented by t h e  Heads of government delegarions before December 

31, 1991. 

1 would like to emphasize again, that: due ta the advance 

stage of t h e  construction on the  GabEikovo Project,  only such a 

solution is acceptable f o r  our  side which aims Lo put  the 

GabEikovo Pro jec t  into operation. The f u t u r e  of the  Nagymaros 

Project  will be considered along with compensation f o r  damages 

to Czecho-Slovakia resulting £rom a f a i l u r e ,  by the Hungarian 

s i d e ,  C o  f u l f i l  the  obligations under  the i n t e r s t a t e  Treaty and 

related documents. Our side is prepared t o  participate in 

formulating a concept f o r  to so lv ing  possible ecological 

problernç, if caused by t h e  operation of the  Project  on t h e  

territories of both Czecho-Slovakia and Rungary. 

The Czecho-Slovak side declares tlhat it w i l l  cont inue  in the 

wosks on t h e  G / N  Project aiming to put the GabC5kovo section into 

operation, but it cornits itself not Co carry out any work i n  the 

r ive r  bed of the Danube up to July 1992.  

Dear Minister, 1 would like to point out that al1 steps 

realized by our  side up to t h i s  time on the Project w e r e  in 

accordance with international legal obligations of our s t a t e .  The 

measures, which are beyond the f ramework of the Joint Contractual 

Plan, were necessitated by the unilateral decision of the 

Hungarian side not to fulfil its treaty obligations. The 

Czechoslovak side, determined to fulfil its obligations, was 

cornpelled to adopt measures to preserve the substance and goals 

of the interstate Treaty of 1977 and to prevent the growing 

ecological and. economic darnages. 

1 believe that the  Hungarian side w i l l  take into 

consideration the mentioned arguments and will take a position 

in accordance with international l a w .  

Please accapt, dear Minister, the assurances you of m y  high 

consideration. 

(S ignedl  Jan Carnogurse 



(Translation by Hungary) 

Letter of 19 December 1991 €mm the Rungarian Prime Minister to the 
Czechoslovak Prime Minister 





The Prime Minister of the Republic of Hungary 
Budapest 19 Decernber 199 1 

Marian Caifa, 

l 
the Prime Minister of the Czech and Slovak Republic 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister! 

In 1977 the former Government of the PmpIes Republic of Hungary and the Government of 
the Czechoslovak Sociaiist Republic conduded a treaty with regard to the cornpietion and 
operation of the Gabcikovo-Nagymaros Barrage. What became widely known in both our 
countries is that, during the lenghy preparations, the authors of the joint plans disreearded 
the eçological and environmental point of view which is becoming more prevalent in 
developed countries. 

This is the reason for the hcrease in the ~ u m b e r  of professional counter arguments from the 
beginning. 

The Governent of the Republic of Hungary suspended construction at Nagymaros on 13 
May 1989 and the cross-mg of the rivefs bed at Dunakiliti on 20 July 1989 because it is 
convinced that the putting into operation of the G W  wiU precipitate an ecologicai state of 
emergency. 

Strbsequent ta the decisionç concerning the suspension, the Hungarian parcy searched for a 

solution via negotiations. The prime ministenal meeting in 1989 attests to that. At the same 
tirne, in the summer of 1989 jouit efforts were made to cl- the problems. 

The transitions taking place in our countries offered an opportuni@ for a joint resolution a£ 
the serious problerns inherited tiom the dictatorial system of the pas and for the conciusion 
of a respomible and humane decision barhg in mind the interem of present and future 
generatians . Our gavements began negotiations in Apd of 1992. 

The plenipotentiaries met hst in Budape~ then in Bratislava in Jdy and once again in 
Budapest in December. 

The deIegations emphasized on every occasion that they considered the issue of the GNGB 
to be primarily a professionai-scient& problern. The parfiamentay cornmittees of the two 
muntries which had b e n  authonzed for environmental-ecological issues agreed with this in 
the& joint statements and urged the &est joint disclosure of these problems. 

In accordance with tfiis, during the negotiations in Decembw of 1991 , both parties considered 
the detemiution of the mandate of the cornmittee examining the professional questions to be 
their most important assignent. The delegations pteviously put their proposais on this in 
&ting and jointly ptoduced an ag iment .  From îhis point: of view, the meeting in Decernber 
could have conduded with results. 

At the iame tÿne the ~ u n ~ d a n  delegation requested thaf duMg the exmination by the 
professional cornmittee, the Czech and SIovak Party r e h h  kom work which is inconsistent 



with the Interssate Treaty of 1977 and which ( in contravention of International Law) aims at a 
unilaterai decision. This rationai minimum requirement ( which aids the equanimity of the joint 
research) was not taken into consideration by the Czech and Slovak delegation. Howwer, it 
promlsed to notify the Czeçh and Slovak Governent of the request. Iui light of this, the 
Hungarian party offered another ten days for the deiiberation of tfis situation. 

Jan Caniogurslq, the Prime Minister of the Slovak Repubiic, in a letter datd 18 December 
1991 to Ferenc Madl, the head of the Hungxian ddegaîion, announced that the Czech and 
SIovak party could ody accept a solution which suppofis the putting into operation of the 
Gabcikovo Barrage and for this purpose continued the wnstniction of the Gabcikovo 
Nawaros Barrage. This dso indudes construction which deviates Eom the joint agreement 
plan. The Hungarian party has yet to receive information with regard to the results and aims of 
this constmction. 

With regard to the works carried out udaterally and iUegdy an the tenitory of the Czech and 
SIovak kpublic, 1 regret to state that there is less and Iess of a chance to set up the planned 
Joint Expert Cornmittee and to reach a well-founded mutual decision. It would be rationd to 
estabiish the Joint Expert Cornmittee ody if both Parties undertook to take into account the 
conclusions of the experts in the future. Thus [the Parties] should be open to the conclusions 
of the experts, instead of putting improper pressure upon them by acceierating the work and 
çuggesting the irreversibility of the consmrction. 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister. 1 am confident that the representatives of the Government and the 
Parliament of the Czech and Slovak RepubIic taking their historicd responsibiiity d find an 
opportunity to take the above reasonable points of view into consideration. Ifthis expectation 
proves to be futile, the Government of the Rqiublic of Hmgaq would be compelled to review 
the consquences of the discontinuation of the negotiations, the fate of the 1977 interstate 
Treaty and the necessasy counter-measures. 

Please accept my highest regards. 

With W, 
Jozsef Anta11 
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(Trniislatitin) 

Letter of December 1991 from Chairman of Hungarian National Assembly to Chairman of 
Czechasiovak Federal Assembly (Alexander DubCek) 





Chairman of t h e  Hungarian 

National Assembly 

Unofficial translation 

Budapest, December 1991 

Mr. Alexander DubEek 

Chairman of the Federal Assembly 

of t h e  Czech  and Slovak Federal Republic 

Dear M r .  chairman, 

as kt is known, the former government of t he  Hungarian 

People's Republic and the government of the Czechoslovak 

Socialist Republic concluded in 1 9 7 7  the Treaty concerning the  

construction and operation of the system of waterworks GabEikovo- 

N a p a r o s .  During preparation works lasting many years, the 

designers did"not Lake into account the ecological viewpoints. 

Therefore since Che s t a r t  of construction t h e  arguments of 

neglected institutions for the  protection of eceiogical values, 

1 which are more and more estirnated in the whole world, intensified 

and almost whole Hungarian soçiety got rnobil ized.  

The Hungarian gavernment terminated in summer 1989 t h e  

construction works on the  system of waterworks while it had not 

seen any other  p o s s i b i l i t y  to diver t  the ecological catastrophe 

in case of putting the waterworks into operation. At t he  same 

tirne it demanded the groups of national and international experts 

to examine the ecological problems and it t r i e d  t o  find out a 

common solution with Czechoslovak side through negotiations. 

The change of political systems in our  countries gave the 

possibility to a cormnon, human solution of serious problems 

heritated Eram the dictatorship system of the past, the 

possibility of competent decision regarding the intereses of 

f u t u r e  generations. 

The ecological cornittees of the Parliarnents of our 

countries led in September 1991 ts negotiations on the GIN System 

of waterworks. They s ta ted  that the problern to be solved is f i r s t  

of a l1  of a sçientific choracter and the way out £rom the present  

1 situation can be found with regard to these facts .  They 



recommended to governments to establish a conunon expert 
commission CO order the  existing scientific results, to cornplete 

missing researches and to consider the  safety characteristics and 

technical cornpetence of conseructed buildings. They recommended 

t h e  maximum speed up of these activities to decrease t h e  

ecological damages to minimm and also to stop any o ther  

construction which would detemine def initely the shape of 
1 

country disintegrated already by the waterwork. 

1 Both sides considered during negotiatians in December 1991 

f o r  the most important question to sec up t h e  mandate of t h e  

common commission examining the  çpecific questions. Even if an 

agreement was reached in all substantial questions concern ing the  

activities of expert cormissions as the synthesis of previous 

proposals, however this December meeting did not b r i n g  the 

awaited resuit. 

The Hungarian side demanded that d u r i n g  examinations of 

experts commissions the Czech and Slovak side would not perform 

such works which would be incompatible with the  Trea ty  of 1 9 7 7  

and which would be directed ta unilateral solution (aiming to 

diver t  eventually the  Danube what would violate the international 

law). The fulfilment of this condition - serving to realization 

of common researches - was not accepted by the Czech and Slovak 

side, therefore the ~ungarian side proposed ta get more ten days 
to consider once more rhis situation. 

As I was informed, the  Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic 

Jan earnogurskp, in his letter of December 18, 1991 'addreçsed ta 
the chief of the  Hungarian deleqation Ferenc ~ a d l ,  declared that 

for the Czech and Slovak side would be acceptable only  such 

solution which would take into account putting the waterwork 

GabEikovo into operation and therefore it would continue ta 

perform these realization works on the G/N System of waterworks. 

It is relaeed also to cons tmc t ion  works differing £rom the j o i n t  

1 Treaty even if the aim of these works - due to insuf f icient 

o f f i c i a l  informatian - is not known to Hungarian side up to 

i nowadays. 

1 1 muçt s t a t e  w i t h  regret that we re t rea t  more and mare £rom 

i t he  recommendations given .by the ecological cornmittees of our 

Parliaments, the possibilities to accept a j o in t  decision. The 

establishment of a common expert commission would have a sense 



only in such case if both governmnts would oblige themselves 

that they would take i n t o  account the viewpoints of experts at 
their future negotiations. Therefore it would be suitable to wait: 

f o r  the results of the  expert examinations and to l e t  open every 

possible solution and n o t  to press the experts with the  urgency 

of completion of construction. 

Dear Mr.chairman, I hope that the deputies of t h e  Fedesal 

National Assernbly and the government of the  Czech and Slovak 

Federal Republic - wirh conscience of historical responsibility - 

would take into account the  rnentioned rational viewpoints. In 

case that this will not be fulfilled, the  government of rhe 

Hungarian Republic will be in need to evaluate the consequences 

of interruption of negotiations, the future of the Tseaty of 1977 

and re la ted s teps .  

Please, accept my highest consideration. 

Gyorgy Szabad 





LETTER FROM THE CZECHOSLOVAK PRIME MINISTER TO THE HUNGARIAN 

PRIME MINISTER 

( T r a n s l a t i o n )  
Prague, January 23, 1992  

Dear Prime Minister, 

Thank you for your letter of December 19, 1 9 9 1 .  In 

connection w i t h  the  construction of the GabEikovo-Nagymaros 

system of locks I would like to infarm you that for the Czech and 

Slovak Fedesal Republic the question of construction and 

operation of locks on t h e  Danube is of great  importance and also 

affects the areas of t h e  econorny, ecology, water management as 

well as navigational conditions on oux territory. 

When considering t h e  problem in i t s  whole cornplexity from 

the  presen t  po in t  of view it 1s necessary to take into account 

above a l 1  the fact that t h e  1977 inter-slate Treaty on the 

Construction and Operation of t h e  GabEikova-Nagymaros System of 

~ o c k s  continues to be in force and obligates both sides to fulfil 

t h e  treaty commitments. The Czechoslovak side is prepared to 

Eulfil i t s  obligations and çomplete t h e  construction of locks on 

the Danube while minimizing proven ecological impacts. 

L e t  me po in t  ou t  chat t h e  construction of locks was 

gradually realized with t h e  consent of the Gcvernments of both  

States until May 13, 1989 when the Government of the ~epublic of 

Hungary unilaterally decided to suspend work on the Nagymaros 

part fearing thal t h e  puttlng of the GabCikovo-Nagymasos system 

of l ocks  i n t o  operation will give rise to an emergency situation 

from the  ecological point of view. 

Despite a series of talks held by plenipotentiaries of the 

Governrnents of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic and the 

Republic of Hungary, those held at the level of Governments of 

Mr Jozsef Antall 

P r i m e  Minister 

of the Republic O£ Hungary 

B u d a p e s t  



the  Czech and Slovak Federal ~epublic and the ~epublic of Hungary 

as well as of other bodies at which the Czechoslovak side was 

seeking a solution acceptable for both sides, the position of the 

Hungarian Government and of the Parliament remained unchanged and 

on the contrary in its resolution of April 23, 1991 the National 

Assembly of the  Republic of Hungary directed the Government of 

the Republic of fIungary to hold talks with the  Government of the 

Czech and Slovak Federal Republic on the termination of the 2977 

Treaty and otber related documents and on the  conclusion of a 

new treaty aimed at making arrangements concerning the 

consequences arislng from the abandonment of the construction of 

lecks on the Danube. 

1 support your statement that the satisfactory resolution 

of the problern of the Gabëikovo-Nagymaros system of locks is 

above a l 1  a matter of expert and scientific assessment. I would 

like to inform you in this context that the Czechoslovak side has 

elaborated a series of expert documents, the list of which was 

handed over to the  Hungarian side in December 1991, and that none 

of t h e m  proved a real and inevitable r i s k  of an ecological 

catastrophe in connection with the realization of the GabClkovo- 

Nagymaros system of locks. From this point  of view, the Hungarian 

side has thus fa r  not submitted any conclusive materials. 

D e a r  Prime Minister, 

You have stated in your le t te r  that: the  work c u r r e n t l y  

underway on the GabEikovo part of the system of locks i~ unlawful 

and is threatening the establishment of a joint expert 

commission. 

I would like to emphasize in this connection that the 

decision of the Hungarian Government to ,suspend w o r k  on the 

system of locks on the Danube is unlawful and negatively affects 

the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic where, with the consent of 

the Governments of both countries, extensive construction work 

was carried out in the past period and whese most of the  

structures are under construction nearing completion. In order 

to rninirnize the spread of economic and ecological damage on the 

Czechoslovak terr i tory,  to optimally exploit the available power 

potential and to create necessary conditions for navigation on 

the Danube, the Government of t h e  Czech and Slovak Federal 



Republ ic  decided on December 12, 1991 to put the  GabElkovo part  

into operation and to complete its construction on the territory 

of the Czech and Slovak Federal ~epublic. 

In any case, this decision does not violate international 

l a w  and does not exclude further talks on the possibility of 

finding a j o i n t  solution with t h e  regard to construction of the 

GabCikovo-Nagymaros system of locks. 

In accordance with the conclusions of talks of government 

delegations and on the basis of t h e  j o i n t  statement of the 

Committee for the Protection ef Environment of the National 

Assembly of the Republic of Hungary and the Committee fo r  

Environment of the Federal Assembly of the Czech and Slovak 

Federal Republic of October 11, 1991, the Czechaslovak side 

confirms its interest in creating a j o i n t  commission of experts 

with the participation of experts from t h e  European Communities. 

The Czechoslovak side is also prepared to take into consideration 

the results of the commission's activities within the f u r t h e r  

course of solving the problem of construction of the GabEikovo- 

Nagymaros system of locks. Provided these conclusions and results 

of monitoring the test operation of the GabEikovo part confirm 

that negative ecological effects exceed i t s  benefits the 

Czechoslovak side is prepared to stop work on the  provisional 

s o l u t i o n  and continue the  construction upon mutual agreement. 

In this respect I recomrnend a joinr request: to the European 

Community to speedily appoint i t s  experts to the joint 

Czechoslovak-Hungarian expert commission so that this body could 

start i t s  activities as soon as poss ib l e .  

l Dear Prime Minister, 

L e t  me assure you that the  Czechoslovak side is not 

interested in escalating the whole problem but in creating, in 

the spirit of traditionally good and friendly relations between 

our two countries, conditions for finding a j o i n t  solution 

acceptable to both sides. 

Please, accept, dear Prime Minister the assurances of my 

high consideration, 





Annex 103 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK FEDERAL ASSEMBLY 
TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE HUNGARIAN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

(Translation) 

Praha, January 2 7 ,  1992 
S 1 7 5 / 9 2  

Dear Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  

In your letter of December 19, 1991 you summed up some 

facts concerning the history of construction of GabCikovo- 

N a g y r n a r o s  Project .  AlLow me to address some of these Eacts from 

the  p o i n t  of view of the Federal Assembly of the Czech and Slovak 

Federal Republiç. 

Shortly a f t e r t h e  elections, the delegations of C o r n m i t t e e s  

for Environment of our Parliaments m e t  in Prague at the 

invitation of the Federal Assembly. Although the Hungarian s i d e  

did not include Ihe issue of the GabÇikovo-Nagymaros Project in 

the official agenda, 1 was informed t h e  discussions and 

unofficial consultations resulted in a high  degree of mutual 

confidence, which arnong other things, made possible the 

presentation of the  Czechoslovak Minister - Chairman of t h e  

Federal C o r n m i t t e e  for Environment in the National Assembly of the 

Republiç of Hungasy. Later, it was w i t h  pleasure that 1 welcomed 

t h e  October 1991 news of resumed negotiations between t h e  

delegations of Ihe C o r n m i t t e e s  for Environment in Budapest and 

especially t-he Joint Declaration (attached) which we 'considered 

for good basis to reach an agreement. Here 1 must emphasize 

that, along w i t h  the Heads of Cornmittees f o r  Environrnent, 1 

consider as optimal only a j o i n t  resalution of problems. 

1 was disappointed by the f a k l u r e  of negotiations between 

our government delegations on December 2 in Budapest, when they 

did not succeed in bringing the  spirit of the Joint Declaration 

i i n t o  their conclusions. 

Mr. Gyorgy S z a b  a d 

President of the  ~ational Assembly 

of the Hungarian Republic 

B u d a p e s t  



1 IR spite of this, 1 consider f u r t h e r  negotiations of 

Parliament and Govexnment: delegations not only possible but 

highly necessary. 

The reason for my moderate optimism is the position of the 

Czecho-Slovak Conmittees for Environment, which at the session 

an Januaxy 15, considered this issue in de t a i l  and in the 

presence of al1 memberç of the Czechoslovak government delegation 

in Budapest, as well as in the presence of representatives of 

ecological groups and local self-administrative authorities. The 

attached Resolution of the Committees, calls for consistent 

fulfilment of Resolution No. 200 (also attached) and supports 

the Joint Declaration of our Parliament delegations and with 

which yau, too, agreed during negotiations in Budapest. The 

Prime Minister of the  Çlavak Republic and Head of t he  

Czechoslovak delegation, ML. carnogurskp, s ta ted  the position of 

the Czechoslovak Government during the sessions of Parliament 

Committees for Environment. 

Dear ML. President, 

1 trust the above-mentioned facts provide sufficient 

guarantees and reasons f o r  çontinued negotiations. 1 propose 

that we support a j o i n t  solution at our personal meeting and 

explore ways to achieve this goal. Therefore, 1 asked the 

Chaimen of Cornmittees for Environment t h a t ,  as members ef the  

delegation of the Federal Assembly, they visit with me the 

National Assembly of the  Hungarian Republic. The negotiations 

of the delegations of both Parliaments on January 24 -26, in 

Bratislava had t o  precede this meeting to obtain more specific 

l 
documents for our meeting. 1 regret thatl the  Cornmittee f o r  
Environment of the Hungarian Parliament cancelled t h i s  meeting, 

which was to continue the negotiations of Councils of Federal 

l Assembly and Hungarian Parliament in Budapest. It is my 

judgement, Mr. President, fhat the inmiediate resumption of 
I 

negotiations on joint  solutions of problems related to the 

GabEikovo-Nagymaros P r o j  ect , withoüt preconditions , and an the 
l 

establishment of a Joint Commission which wauld include 

independent experts, is the only way to arrive at solutions 

benefiting our countries as well as t he  environment. The Czecho- 

Slovak side, guided by a desire to prevent fur ther  ecological and 

economic damages, is under tbese circumstanceç compelled to 



cont inue,  to the extent necessary, the  variant of provisional 

solution. Therefore we think that it is very important to 

expedite the negotiations. The GabEikovo Project is nearing 

cornpletion. The Resolution of t h e  Czechoslovak government of 

December 1991 is based on this fact. 

Mr. President, 1 believe our positions are very close in 

this regard and that our meeting in Budapest with the  

representatives of our Cornmittees may become an appeal f o r  the 

Governments of both countries. In my view, the Parliaments 

should not- assume t he  r o l e  of the Governrnents . B u t  w e  could open 

Che doors for the Governments to continue t h e  negotiations to 

prevent a deterioration of our good neighbourly relations- I 

firmly believe, w e  w i l l  succeed, at t lhis  historic moment when Lhe 

cooperation of our c o u n t r i e s  i s  m o r e  than  desirable to form an 

atmosphere conducting to develop j o i n t  solutions, instead of 

undertaking u n i l a t e r a l  measures of r e t a l i a t i o n .  

Please accept t h e  assurances of my highest consideration 

Looking forward to meeting you 

( S i g n e d )  Alexander DubCek 

3 Annexes ( 3 3  A , B , C )  





Hiiiigarian Note Verbale ( i f  14 Febriinty 1992 





M i ~ r i s t ~ ~  of Forei2i-i Atfairs 

r i f t l i t .  R e p ~ i h l i c  of H111i~;iry 

3 1  13/02 

N o t e  v e r b a l e  

l'ht: Miiiist- c ~ f  Ftireizn Afhiirs o f  the Republic of H ~ i n r a r y  presents i t s  

co in l~ I i i n t i n i s  tci t l ie  Ei1rh;issy r i t  the Czecl i  a n d  Slov;ik Federa l  R q i i i h l i c  iil 

B~ IL I ; I~~SI  ~ I I I C I  1i;is I io i i~ i i~r  to i r ~ l o r ~ i i  1 II< IOIIO\VIII~ 111 tlw ~i;iii ic o f  t l i e  C I~ IV~ I - I~~ I I~ I~~  

O!' 1-i~lllg;ll-y. 

7'lie C;ci\fei.tiineiit o f  t l ie  Rcptrtilii (il' I-Iuii;;iry w;is iiitormed i v i t l i  t l i r  letter trcirii 

M;ii-i;in C311 ti. Pi-ii i i t. ivl inistei 01' t lit. C'zec t i  c i  tic1 Sfriv;i k Ft id i l ra l  lic.l-itil)l ic. cIiited 

.i :I I IL I~LI~ 23. l !,lO? i111d l ~ i ~ ~ ~ t l e t !  OVYI- 011 Febrii:~iv 4. wh ic l i  \ Y : I ~  :~ci~ii-essetf t t i  J(>zse t' 

Ani;i l l . Pr-iri ir M iriistei- (il' t l i r  R e p ~ ~ h l i c  o f  Hui i?;~~) ' ,  ; i l ~ o ~ i t  the ~lec i l i io i i  of f l i t  

<~~)v~I - I~~I Ic I~ I  of tlic CZCCII ;I i i ~ l  SItw:ik FcL!~I-;II Repi i ld ic  O! Dtxe1111?ei- 1 2. 100 1 t t j  

4f 
prit  tlit: I iy~l i -opciwer pl;) n t  G;ihcikti\ c i  i i i tci ci11er:i tien : i i ~ c l  tn crint i i iue ilie 

const riict jon o n  t Ire terr i toi? of tlig Czecl i  and Slov;ik ITecleraI Reprihlic, 

Ttie Governmei- i t  tif Itie Repuhlic riE Hiing;iry Iiiis tu sttiît: t l i ~ i t  tl-itt cltiçisiriii of tl it. 

C r r i v e r ~ ~ i i i e i ~ t  ( i f  the Czecti  ;trid Slov:ik Feclzrli l R r p u b l i c  as well i l i t :  wor-ks rt i  

r-eslizt: i I ie  cciiisti-iiciicin art: dit-ected Iy t l ie  ttiiil:iter;il i i i tent  ion tci divert (tic 

D:inuhe l is t l i e  co in iuo i i  frrintier tl<iw. 

7-lit. Grivei-ni l ie l i t  01' t11e Rel3til~lic. c i l  I 4 i i n ~ : i i ~  c r ~ i i f i i  i t ~ s  iis v i c ~ i ~  ivl i icI i  w;is 
4 / 

pi.eseiitt*cl seve [.;il t i i i ies on intt.i'~riveriiiiitint:iI n e ~ c i t i a i i ~ i i i s  ( i n  G~11ic.i krivri- 

N:i$yrn:irtis w;irrrr wrirks aiid w;ints t r i  stress in tliis w;iy rhat t l i e  rescil i i t inri (if tlit: 

Giiverniiit'iit of ilir: Czzch and SIo~.;ik Fedrr:il Rrpuliliç :I tid i ts fulfiliiitiit is i io t  i r i  

çc-infr,rlnit!r tirirli t l i e  Tre;ii\; l Q77 ccirir-eriiiiiy t lie c-ti i~st rrict ici11 and cilwi-:ct io i i  (if t Iic. 

C;/N ~;iit.i wiii,l<:.. ;I> 11 < . I l  r lit. ,-\CI ~ - i . i i i t . l i i  t Q! 1 ' 1  - 1 1  4 III I lit. i~t. .~ci l ; i i i t i i i  i I I  \ \ : I I ( .~  

~ ~ ~ ~ 1 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 1 I ~ l l ~  f)ll l 7 o ~ l ~ l ~ l : l l ~ ~  !l :Ill. 1 ... 

The Gciverniiient o f  the  Repuhlic o f  Wung:iry aills atteiiticin tif t l ie CzttcI~ ili~d 

Skivak Federal Repiiblic tu the t'ciçt that the unilateral diversion of the Danulx 

çcintr;idiïts the  scivereisnty and territc~ri;il integrity, the principles of internationlil 

Iaw on inviolatiility of state fmntiers as well tlie general law çcincerning 



internat ion;iI flows ancl the spir~t tif t lie Bel~riidr: Convention çoncerning the 

i'rgiiiit' of riavisatiiin on tlir Da~iulit: sisneil ~ I I  1948. 

Ttic: G(~vrriiiiit:iir nC t lie Repuhlic t i f  i4uiig;iry iniist tliiis cluiilify tlie clecisioii of t hc: 

Cirivrrrzrnerit of tlw Czcçh and Slovak Fedt-ral Ri-piilslic rif Decernher 12, l Y Y l  as 

illq;iI. i t  considers t hc: decisicin a s  uri;iccq-ituble and asks the Goverriinent of t lie 

CZecli ;tiirl Slov:rk Frrlcsr;iI Repiildic I O  stol' :tII wosks clirecterl t r i  rlivert the 

Dantthe. 

1-Iw ~ o v e ! - i ~ ~ n e r i ~  t ~ f  t lie R q - ~ i i l ~ I i ~  O!' Htt iiga 131 ;!va11s itscli' of  th is  ( ~ p l ~ t j r l  k111ity f t ~  

stlite its intrriticii-i t i i  i-estilvtr ;III clispui:il-ilr t l t r t ls t i r i i r>  ct~rtcei-iiirig tlie G/N Pi-riject. 

But i t  rnrist s t ; ~ t e  ilt tht: S ~ I I I I ~  titnc: th i l t  ~lii 'r ii~tenticin will he riiiltified hy the 

cleçisiriri ot the C;~i~~tiri~ri-it*i~t (if thc CZt.r.h aiid Slriv;ilc Fticleral Rel~rihlic. directecl 

i r i  rliver-l t lie Da i i i i l i t .  i i r ict  i ls  t.t.;iliziti Ioii. 



CZECHOSLOVAK NOTE VERBALE OF 18 MARCH 1992 

(Translation) 

No.: 83.015192 - MPO 

The Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech and Slovak FederaI 

Republic presents its compliments to the Embassy of Hungary and confirming the 
receipt of the Note of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Hungary No. 2014192 of 
February 14, 1992 has the honous to advise of the following: 

The decision of the Government of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic to 

begin, as a ternporary solution, the work of putting into operation the ~abEi?kovo 
Project only on the territory of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic, was made 

after a failure of another round of negotiations of government delegations on 

December 2, 1991 in Budapest, due to the position of the Hungarian side. Since 

May 13, 1989, the Hungarian Republic has not fulfilled i ts obligations under the 

Treaty of 1977 concerning the construction and operation of the ~ a b ~ i k o v o -  
Nagymaros System of Locks and related treaty documents, has not demonstrated 

a willingness to solve problems whlch have arisen through negotiations and did 

not accept a proposa1 to establish the joint commission of experts with 

participation of experts of the  European Communities. 

After more than two and half years of fruitless discussions, in order to protect the 

fundamental ecologiçal and economic interests of the State, the Government of 

the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic was forced, by the conduct of the 

Hungarian side, to begin work on a measure of a ternporary nature which does 
not prevent the two sides from continuing their negotiations and which does not 

defeat the purpose of the Treaty of 1977. 

Ernbassy of the Republic of Hungary 
Prague 



The Government of the Czeçh and SEovak FederaI Republic, which was the first 

ta propose the establishment of joint special commission with EC experts' 

participation withowt any precûnditions, reaffirms its interest in establishing such 

a commission and is prepared to accept ifs çonclusions regarding the construction 

of the Gabcikovo-Nagymaros Project. If it is confirmed that negative ecological 
impact of the operation of Gabcikovo Project outweighs its benefiis, the 

Czechoslovak side is prepared tci stop al1 work on the provisional solution and to 

resolve its future on the basis of a mutual agreement. 

The work on the provisional solution will also be stopped if the Hungarian side 
ceases unilateral violations of the Treaty of 1977 and resurnes fulfilment of its 

obligations under the said Treaty or shouId another agreement be reached 

between the Czech and Slovak Republic and the Hungarian Republic on the 

future of the ~ab'cikovo-Plagyrnaros Project. 

For the above-mentioned reasans, the Government of the Czech and Slovak 

Federal Republic refutes the daim that its decision of December 12, 1991 is 

unlawfui and that it contradicts the principles and treaties mentioned above. 

The Governrnent of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic is prepared to 

continue the negotiations with the Hungarian side on every level wjth the aim of 
fîndiog a solution to the current situation. However, it cannot agree to stop the 

work on the provisional solution. There is enough time, according to the 

Czechoslovak side, to resolve al1 controversial issues with mu tua1 agreement 

between both countries, before the Danube is dammed. 

The FederaI Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czeçh and Slovak Federal 

Republic avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Ernbassy of the Republic 
of Hungary the assurances of its hjghest consideration. 

Prague, March 18,1992 



Annex 106 

[Translation by Hungary) 

Letter of 26 February 1992 from the Hungarian Prime Minister to the Prime 
Minister of Slovakia responding tu the Czechoslovak letter of 23 January 1992 





Marian C a  
President of the 
Government of the Czech and Slovak RepubEc 

Dear Mi. Prime f i s t e r !  

I thank you for you letter of January 23, 1992, whjch is inspired by Govermentai w o ~  
and responsibility about for the Danube Barrage System. This worry and responsibility 
are shared. We are responsible for the natural living conditions of our peoples and for the 
deveiopment of good neighbour relations. In this vein, and I am sure that you, W. Pnme 
Minister, will agee, we must make the rational decision and not d o w  tensions :O 

develop between our nations in place of Europem cooperation. The maintenance of 
good cooperation benveen the States of the regioq the "Visegrad three" is in our comrnon 
hterests as is the resolution of tensions by way of negotiation. 

The Ifungaian Governent has repeatedIy dedt with the situation which has developed in 
relation to the Gabcikovo Barrage. M o w  me to inforni you on the position of the 
Gavernment. The Danube Barrage systern is a serious ptoblem inherited from the past,. 
The unanswered questions, the profoundIy dificult tasks standing beisre us, the materiai 
losses which unjustly burden the future and the roots of the damage are al1 the result of the 
past politicai systern's faulty decision-making mechanisms. 

During the long years of preparation, they, irresponsibly, Ieft out the rnajority of the 
representatives of those professions wbch were necessary to lay the foundations of the 
plans and silenced those who spoke out agakist the construction. For the mosi part, the 
naturai and environmental values of the affected region remained unreveded. The planr 
was being built while the decision-makers of both nations were ignorant of the irreversibie, 
damaging ecologicai consequences. 

The period foliowing the suspension of construction on the Hungarian side presented an 
opportunity to examine the Barrage's environmental consequences and to supplement 
essentid studies,which were never undertaken. 

I ask yoy to diow me, once again, to summarize the most serious ecoiogical risks. 

Acmrdiig tu the Hungarian experts and the leaders of the foreign experts who were asked 
ta participate, the commencement of operations of the Gabcikovo Barrage would be an 
extraordinarily clrastic and considerable, interference in the natural order. The Danube is 
to be place$ in a 30 km long, isolated canal. Such interference is not to be found 
anywhere dong the Danube. 



The aiteration of the dynamic balance in the water systems of the affecteci territories wiIl 
irreparably ddamge bboth Hungary's and Czech and Slovakiats most sigrûficant drinking 
water resourçe , the long-term protection of which being one of the most important 
strategic questions for al1 the nations of Europe, . The Danube bed's atration qudities 
are a deciding factor in the quality and quantity of water in both the presently operational 
wnter-front 6ltr;ition wellç, guaranteeing Pozsony's @ratisIava's) water supply, , and in 
the water stored in the grave1 sedmentary cap at Csaiiokot-Szigetkoq which is severai 
hundred metres thick. interference so far has not affected the constantly replenished 
supply, which couid, Ui the long-term, parantee for the future 3 million rn3 of water 
which does no: ned to be cIeaned, water enough for 5 d o n  persons, . With the 
commencement of the Barrage's operations, this watet nipply, among other aspects , is 
also endangered. The expense of investing in replacements to saibstitute for the potentid 
damage and Ioss of these waier bases is inestimable. 

With changes in the groundwater, the region's excellent agiculturai and forest lands will 
be lost. With changes to the ground's water housekeeping, the ground1s mineral nature 
and constitution wiU dter. The dterations in this will induce changes in piant cover ana 
in the animal community. The plant and animal cornmunities which tve here are 
acclirnatized to the water's seasonal dynamics. These communities are able to keep in step 
with this process only in graduai stages . e The drastic changes resuiting fiom the 
Danube's relocatîsn wiii be answered by the degradation and annihilation of natural and 
environmental values. 

In connection with the above, I would mention that the Treaty of Association signed by 
Hungary and the Europeari Community last year considers rhat, in harmony with 
intemationai environmental protection Law, the battle against local, regionai, and cross- 
border air and water polluûan, the protection of the water quality of watemays crossin2 
borders, and coopedon in suçh efforts to be of elevated importance. 

We also c m o t  ç~nsider as unimportant the fact bat the region's seismologicd links and 
the reiated dangers had not been sevded. 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister! The Hungnrian Governent has, since its suspension of 
construction wosk, sought to resolve the problem by disclosing our shared environmentai 
problems and negotiations. We have informed our Czech and Slovak negotiating partners 
both orally and in Atten fom of the questions we consider to be serious. At the same 
tirne, your experts have not, as yet, presented to us one siudy which would prove that the 
expected damage and nsks presented by us are not realistic. This is why we proposed the 
creation of a tri-hed expert commission, with the participation of internationai experts, 
so that both Parties may be ie possession of the information necessary ta arrive at a 
sesponsible decision This is of decisive importance to both Parties.. Tri-lateral 
discussions codd not be held und ROW because the Czecti a d  S1ow.k Party has not 
agreed, either a~ the meeting of December 1991 or sinçe, to suspend the construction 
work which is in progress in contravention of the inter state Treaty of 1977, a step which 
we consider to be a necessary prerequisite to the creation of a joint expert commission. As 



a matter of hct, to our geat  dismay, in your letter sent subsequent to the DeCernber 
meeting, dated January 23, 1992, Mr. Prime Mnister, you iIiformed us of the 
Govermental Desision regardhg unilateral construction work aimed at bringing the 
Gabcikovo Power Fiant into operation to be done on C z a h  and Slovak territory ody, 
In the t h e  which has since passai , news has m i w d  rhat the condusion the Pace of 
construction has accelerate-d This, without accetwate my tri-lateral examination in the 
mean time, serves to the ecoiogicd danger and the relocation of the Danube as a result of 
a udated  decision constihites a serious breach of international Iaw. 

The work towards the unilaterd selocation of the Danube was announced by the Czech 
and SIovak Party as a response to the Hungarian decision to suspend work, a 
supplernentary solution, based on the opinion that the Hungarian decision constitutes a 
breach of the inter state Treaty of 1977. On the çontrary, 1 would Lke to ernphasize thar 
the suspension of work on the Hungarian part was nor ody unavoidabie, but was a 

measure in compIete agreement with internationd law. There are several arguments to 
support this assertion. I would refer here to only the most irnponant. The Hungarian 
party undertook this measure as a response to an ecolo$cai emergency. This excludes :he 
uniawfuiness of Governmental measures to order suspension because this was the ody  
possibility available for the protection of the interests of the population of the nation and 
the region. It can be recorded as a fiindamentai question of international Iaw rhat the 
adherence to this Treaty would have entaileci unbearable ecotogicai consequences, wfiich a 
responsibie Governent couId no accept. Thus, the Hungarian decision to suspend work 
was not udawfill. 

On the opposite side, the undaterai relocation of the Danube not oniy rnakes the vaiidip 
of the inter state Treaty of 1977 questionable and is in contravention thereof, but dso 
breaches several further provisions of intematio'nal law. The supplernentary solution 
stands in opposition te the principie of respect for sovereignty and temtorid inteyiry, 
which are obligatory d e s  of international law. When the Danube leaves Pozsony 
(Bratislava), it becornes an international boundary river, and cames under Hungarian 
supreme authority on the one hand and Czech and SIovak supreme authority on the other. 
Tt p r o d  h m  this that the fate of the s h e d  b o u n d q  river can be decided only by the 
agreement of both nations. The temporary solution is in contravention of the principle of 
inviolability of state borders. Thus, the execution theteof cannot . conforni with the 
fiuidarnental principles set f o d  in the Charter of the UN and the Helsinki Closing 
Document. The rdocation of the Danube would rnove the navigable main line, which is 
presently, ascording to the provisions of the Patis Peace treaty (an4 indirectly, the Peace 
Treaty of Trianon), constitutes the border between the two states, from common territory 
ta Czech and Slovak temtory. The execution af unilaterrii masures wouId fundamemaily 
c h g e  the charaaer of the border. 

Esteemed Mr. Prime Minister! 



At the meetings of the Plenipotentiaries of our Chvernments held 1st year, there WU 
agreement on the faFt that the p r i m ~  problems are of a professionai/scientific nature, 
The effort to -te a materal expert commission was a s h d  one. The purpose and 
work of the trilaterd commission is being made questionable by the construction work 
being undertaken on the Czech and Slovak side to camplete unilatedy the Ckbcikovo 
Bamge, work which is approved by a high-level Governmentaf decision. A responsible, 
commun position is kconceivable without a dear view of the proftxsionaI/scientific 
problems. Thus, in accordance with the Decision anived at by the Hungarian Govemment 
on February 20, 1992, 1 once again request the suspension of construction work 
irrecondable with the inter state Treaty of 1977 and the g e n d  noms o f  intemationai 
faw, that the trilateral inquiries may, &us, commence, without delay and the international 
Iegd codict be resolved by way of common agreement as soon as possible. The decisive 
task, now, is to guarantee peaçe and stability, here, in the heatt of Europe, and the 
cooperation of the "Visegrad three," instead of increasing tensions. This tesponsibiliry 
burdens us, now. We await the Czech and Slavak Government's response to the t 

common path outhed. 

If the Government of the Czech and Slovak Feded Republic were to reject out proposais 
anyway and continue the work aimed at the diversion of the Danube, which i s  a serious 
breach of intemationd law, then it wiII create a very ditficult situation. This wouid 
demonstrate noc anly the Further breach of a series of intemationai treaties, but with its 
unilaterd act the Czech and Siovak Party is in breach of the 2977 inter-state Treaty itself, 
is questioning its continued effecsiveness, and is considering the Treaty to no longer be in 
effect. The Government of the Czech and SIovak Republic would shus be placing the 
Hungarian Governent into a position of duress forcing it to teminate the Treaty. ... 
Insofar as ... the Government of the Czech and SIovak Republiç does not find the 
opportunîty to commence Materai inquines within a rational period of time and 
simultaneously suspend the undaterai work whiie said inquiries are underway, the 
Hungaian Govemment wiii have no choice but to respond to this situation of duress by 
teminahg the 1977 inter-state Treaty. . It must do so in defence of the 
envimnmentaYecologicai values, the peoples of the region, the IiWig conditions of future 
genmtions, international Iaw, and the tenitonal sovereignty of Hungary. 

I infom you that the Government has asked for the prior authorizationmof Parliament as to 

the above. 

In andusion, 1 express my &th that the outlined solution discussed cm be accepted by 
public opinion, the sphere of profmioddsc i en~  and the responsible Gave~nmentaI 
h r s  in both nations. ' 

PIease accept my best regards. . 



LETTER FROM THE VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITIES TO THE CZECHOSLOVAK MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

(Translation) 

B r u s s e l s  13. IV. 1992 

Dear Minister, 

With reference to your discussion with President Delors in 

B r u s s e l s  on March 10, 1 9 9 2  concerning the  GabCikovo-~agymaros 

Dam,  1 would hereby like to confirm that the Commission of the 

European Communities in principle would be willing to assist the 

t w o  Governments in identifying a technically and eçonomically 

a feasible solution to this serious problem. 

The Commission is  willing to participate in and to chair a 

Committee of independent experts with representatives from t w o  

countries. The objec t ive  of this Cornmittee would be to assess the 

scientific and ecological effects of the  project  as well as the 

relevant aspects of international public law applying to it, on 

the basis of which the  t w o  Governrnent can identify a mutually 

acceptable solution. 

The members of the Committee should be independent professionals 

with solid experience in the relevant fields and be neither 

civil servants nor politicians . The work of the Committee should, 

in our view, be based as much as possible on existing 

documentation and information and t h e  Committee should prepare 

its assessrnent within six months. 

A possible Commission involvernent would depend on the following: 

(il receipt of a joint l e t t e r ,  or two letters of similar text, 

inviting the Commission to participate, and getting cut the 

tems of reference ar mandate for the work of the Cornittee, 

His Excellency 

Mr. DIENSTBIER, Minister 

Federal Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Laretanske NSm. 5 

125 10 Praha 1 

Czech and Slovak Federal Republic 



(ii) the  acceptance Lhat the outcome of this assessrnent would 

provide the  agreed scientificJecological and legal basis  f o r  

subsequent decision-making, and 

(iii) each Government would not Lake any steps ,  w h i l e  the 

Committee is at work, which would prejudice possible actions 

to be undextaken on the basis of the  report's findings. 

The Commission of the European Communities is, provided these 

conditions are met, willing to support the work of the Committee 

with c i v i l  servants as well as external expertise if necessary. 

1 also would like to inform you that of a similar nature and 

content has been sent to the  Minister of Foreign Affairs of 

Hungary, Mr. Jeszenszky. 

I hope that it may be possible f o r  the Governments of Hungary and 

Czechoslovakia to reach agreement on t h e  above suggestions, as 

1 believe that such a Committee can function as an important: 

cata lys t  i n  finding a solution to this very serious, complex and 

sensitive problem, 

Yours respectfully, 

(Signedl  Frans Andriessen 

copy: His Excellency 

Mr. DLOUHY, Minister 

MinisCry f o r  the Eçonomy 

Nabrezi kpt. Jarose 1000 

170 3 2  Praha 

Czeeh and Slovak Federal Republic 

His Excellency 

Mr, VAVROU~EK, Minister  

Federal Cornittee for the Environmental 

120 29  Praha 

Czech and Slavak Federal Republic 



LETTER FROM THE CZECHOSLOVAK PRIME MINISTER TO THE HUNGARIW 

PRIME MINISTER 

(Translation) 

Prague, April 2 3 ,  1992 

Dear Prime Minister, 

Thank you for your  letter of February 26,  1992. Please be 

advised that I also share with your the view that a l 1  questions 

related to the construction of the  GabCikovo - Nagymaros system 

of locks are o u r  cornmon problems which must be s e t t l e d  above al1 

i n  accordance with the 1977 Treaty between the Czechoslovak 

S o c i a l i s t  Republic and the Hungarian People 's  RepubLic concerning 

the construct ion and operation of t h e  GabCikovo - Nagymaros 

system of locks, which the Government of the Czech and Slovak 

Federal Republic considers and has always considered in force. 

The Government of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic and other 

cornpetent Czechoslovak bodies in t he i r  decision-making related 

to t h e  GabCikovo-Nagymaros system of locks ,  have always complied 

with obligations contained in t h e  1977 Treaty, bearing in mind 

the envisonmental interests of the whole Danubian Basin area. I 

would like to underline right at the beginning of my letter that  

the Czech  and Slovak Federal Republic considered problems which 

arose within the construction and operation of the  GabEikovo - 
Nagparos çystem of locks a f t e r  May 3 1989 as scientific 1 
problems and t r l e d  to solve them on an expert Iével, without ~ 
emotional and political influences. It is in t h e  interest of t h e  1 
Government of the Czech and slovak Federal Republic that this ~ 
question should not have a negative impact on other, l 
traditionally very good relations in al1 respects. ' 

The Government of the Republic o f  Hungary, since May 13, 1 
1 

1989, when it unilaterally, without any consultations with t h e  1 
Czechoslovak side, and in violation of the 1977 Treaty,  suspended 

I 

t h e  fulf i l rnent  of its obligations arising from e h i s  Treaty,  has 

Mr. J6zsef Antall 

Prime Minister of the 

Republic of Hungary 

Budapest 



not submitted any document based on scientific and technical 

reasoning which would confirm the fears of the Hungarian side of 

an ecological catastrophe. In t h i s  connection I was astonished 

by the part of your letter in which you had stated with surprise 

that the Czechaslovak experts had not submitted to the Hungarian 

side any document proving that the fears of the Hungarian side 

were groundless . It is beyond any doubt that it is the Hungarian 
side which is supposed te prove its assertions about the  threat  

of an ecological catastrophe and propose a solution which would 

respect the s t a t e  of work done within the construction of the 

GabCikovo-Nagymaros system of locks as well as the overall 

ecological situation in the respective area. It is to be 

regretted that it has so far not done so. 

Nearly three years have elapsed since the unlawful decision 

of the Hungarian GovernmenL, during which the Czechoslovak side 

casried out a whole series of studies and project works aimed at 

seeking an optimum solution of the problems of the Gabëikovo- 

Nagymaros system of lacks acceptable for both sides. The 

Government of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic, too, 

considers the protection of underground waters and ecological 

systems as task of paramount importance. The above-mentioned 

research, however, has not confirmed the fear of the  Hungarian 

side of an ecological catastrophe. 

As regard L h e  seismological situation, I hold the view that 

this question was actively pursued and settled between the 

Academies of Sciences of the two States.  

1 Dear P r i m e  Minister, 
1 

Allow me to inform you of the fact that t h e  suspension of 

work, decided by your Government three years ago, poses a whole 

series of serious ecological, economic and other problems in the 

Czech and Slovak Federal ~epublic. As a result of the 

construction of water dams in the German and Austrian sections 
I of ~ h e  Danube, the volume O£ sediments deposited by the river has 

bequn ta decrease substantially which has led Co the development 

of erosive activity of the Danube in the section downstream bekow 

Bratislava, The wate'x level of the Danube has su& over the past 
l 

decade by 1 - 1,s metses thus cutting off a number rof its 

branches, for instance in the Moçoni Danube, and therefore there 

i 308  



w a s  no nater  in it for 300  days in 1991. Unless appropriate 

measures are speedily taken, the flood plain Eorests in the area 

will be doorned to destruction. Another serious ecological problem 

is the 25 kilometres long and an average of 350 metres wide 

bypass canal, so far unused, built in Our territory not only by 

Czechoslovak but: also by Hungarian organizations on the basis af 

the  2977 Treaty.  

when taking a desiclon about the further approach to the 

solution of disputable problems of the GabEikovo-Nagymaros system 

of locks it is necessary to Lake ints account also other 

important aspects. The flaods of August 1991 proved again that 

the protection of both the Czechoslovak and Hungarian territories 

in t h e  ~ratislava-~edvedovo area against overflows of water is 

today completely insufficient. The exploitation of the hypass 

canal of the Gabriikovo dam for passing the floodwaters could  thus 

greatly contribute to substantially increasing the safety of the 

population of t he  whole area. 

The opening of the Rhine-Main-Danube canal scheduled for 

the autumn of this year which wi11 connect the North and the 

Black Seas, will make new requirements in order to improve the 

navigation in the common Czechoslovak-Hungarian section of the 

Danube. It is in the economic interest of both our cnuntries to 

cape with these requirements as quickly as possible. Even in this 

respect  the GabEikovo-Nagymaras systern of locks appears to be t h e  

quickest and the most effective solution, and probably also the 

most acceptable from the ecological point of view. 

We must take i n t o  consideration also the fact that f o r  bath 

our Sta tes  the Danube is by far the largest renewable source of 

energy and that i t s  ecologically profitable exploitation for the 
production of electricity can substantially improve the difficult 

energy situation in both our countries. At the same time it can 

contribute to solving the serious ecological consequences of 

power generation from coal, partiçularly in the Czech and Slovak 

Federal Republic, in the area of Novaky and North-western 

Bohemia . 
The present economic situation in the Czech and Slovak 

Federal Republic forces us to consider very s e r i o u s l y  the 

enormous financial amount already spent on the construction of 

the GabEikovo-Nagymaros system of locks. We cannot, afford to 
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leave or to cancel this system of locks, unless it is quite 

convincingly proved that its installation into operation would 

really have the "catastrophic ecological conseguencestl as you 

have mentioned. 

We believe that the Hungarian side will pay due attention 

to al1 these aspects concerning ecology, safety, navigation, 

energy and economy connected with the GabEikovo-Nagymaros system 

of locks when making f urther decisions , For the Czech and Slovak 

Federal Republic, the most expeditious resolution of open 

questions connected with the construction of the GabCikovo- 

Nagymaros system of locks is a matter of special importance. 

Dear Prime Minister, 

You write in your letter that the Hungarian side has 

striven f o r  the creation of a trilateral joint: Commission of 

experts, including international specialists. Allow me to mention 

in this connection the fact  that the proposal f o r  setting up a 

trilateral Camission was submltteè to the Hungarian side by the 

Deleqate of the Government af the Czech and Slovak Federal 

Republic in charge of the construction of the GabEikovo-Nagymasos 

system oflocks at negotiations held between plnipotentiares of 

both stares as ear ly  as on September 6, 1990. This proposal was 

repeatedly submitted at various levels, most recently during 

negotiations of governmental delegations i n  Bratislava on July 

14 and 15, 1991, but it has always been refused by the Hungarian 

side. Though the Hungarian side accepted the Czechosfovak 

proposal at negotiations held in Budapesk on December 1 and 2 ,  

1991, it made this proposal subject  to the fulfilment of a 

unilaterally fomulated condition of suspending al1 work on the 
l 
I provisional solution of the GabEikovo dam, having the nature of 

an ultimatum. 

You have a l so  mentioned that ever since having suspended 

the construction, the Hungarian side sought a solution to the 

problem through negotiations. However, over the past three years 

the Hungarian side has ,not submit ted a single constructive 
I proposal for the r e so lu t ion  of the situation. In my opinion, a 

proposal for the dismantling or conservation of alrnost completed 
I dam and the demand for the t e m i n a t i o n  of the 1977 Treaty cannot 

be considered as a constructive solution. What is more, these 



1 

proposais have lacked concrete ideas of the technical ways of 

disrnantling or conservation of the dam, and the solution of 

questions of financing such work. It is te be wegretted that even 

from your letter of February 26, 1992 it is evident that the 

Hungarian side persists in its unwillingness to agree to set into 

an ecologically safe operation a t  least  the  GabEikovo s tep,  even 

on the condition of thorough monitoring of i t s  effects on the 
environment, including the quality of groundwaters. 

For the  above-menlioned reasons the Government of the 

Czech and Slovak Federal Republic has been forced by the conduct 

of the Republic of Hungary to adopt the decision about measures 

on putting into operation the GabEikovo step only on the 

territory of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic as a 

provisional solution, as 1 informed your in my letter of January 

2 3 ,  1 9 9 2 .  Further  information on this subject is contained i n  

Note No. 83.015/92-MPO of the Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic of March 18, 1992, which 

also discloses the reasons for which the Government of the Czech 
and Slovak Federal Republic rejeces the allegations that its 

decision about a provisional solution is unlawful. 

1 am deeply convinçed that delivering ultimatums which cari 

have a negative bearing not only on relations between our States 

but a l s o  on the overall situation in Central Europe does not 

contribute to solving the existing problems. Therefore 1 do not  

see as positive the  statements of ,a numer of Hungarian 

representatives'according Lo which the Hungarian side intenàs to 

withdrawal unilaterally from the 1977 Treaty concerning the 

construction of the GabEikovo-Nagymaros system of locks unless 

the Czechoslovak side suspends al1 work on the provisional 

solution by April 30, 1992. 

The Government of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic is 

I 
ready to negotiate w i t h  the Government of the Republic of Hungary 

a l1  aspects connected with the implementation of the 1977 TreaLy, 

i . e .  with the construction and -operation of the GabEikovo- 

Nagymaros systern of locks, at al1  levels. 1 recomend that 

scientific and technical questions be discussed above al1 by the 

Plenipatentiaries of our two Governmentç, as provided for in 

Article 3 of the 1977 Treaty. Both the Governernt of the Czech and 

i Slovak Federak Republic and the Government of the Republic of 



Hungary have the obligation to create conditions fer their work. 

The Czechoslovak side has shown sufficient good w i l l  and 

xeadiness for negotiations b u t  at present it can no longer accept 
procrastinations and delaying t a c t i c s  of the Hungarian side, and 

thus cannotr suspend work on the provisional solution. In my 

opinion, there is still  time, until t h e  damming of the Danube, 

( i . e .  until October 31, 19921, f o r  resolving disputed questions 
on the basis of agreement of both Sta tes .  

1 repeat again t h a t  the  Government of the Czech and Slovak 

Federal Republic, which was the first to have proposed the 

setLing up of a jo in t  Commission of experts, with the 

participation O£ experts £ r o m  the European Comunities, continues 

to be interested i n  i t s  establishment without any preliminary 

conditions and is ready to take i n t o  consideration its 

conclusions and recommendations within further decision-making 

concerning the problem of the construction of the GabEikovo - 

Nagymaros system of locks. The Czechoslovak side expects the 

Republic of Hungary to make a similar statement. In accordance 

with the l e t t e r  of Mr, F .  Andriessen, Vice-President of the EC 

Commission of April 13, 1992, I propose Chat the Ministers of 

Foreign Affairs of our t w o  Governments address to the Eusopean 

Communities the request tu appoint experts into a joint 

Commission. A draft of such a l e t t e s  is enclosed. 

At present, when the technological and natural conditions 

on Danube, favourable for dammlng the river bed, set the time 

within which w e  must decide about the  fate of GabEikovo as one 

part of the System of locks ,  t h e  Czechoslovak side expects a 

speedy reaction of the Hungarian side to the proposal for setting 

up a t r i l a t e r a l  C o r n m i t t e e .  Allow me to recall in this comection 

that the Nagymaros dam forms an inseparable par t  of the whole 

system of locks and that both s ides  must  deal with its fate. 

Dear Prime Minister, 

1 would like to assure you that the Czech and Slovak Federal 

Republic is eminently interested in preventing any further 

escalation of the whole problem. It i s  interested is resolving 
the situation, which 'arose af te r  u n i l a t e r a l  steps taken by the 

Huagarian side, in a maLter-of-fact way, without any propaganda 
! campaips, on the bas is  of scientifically verified data, in the 
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spirit of traditionally good and friendly relations between the 

two states. Both s i d e s  must be ready f o r  compromise within the 

framework of a mvtually acceptable solution. In the course of 

negotiations the Czechoslovak side has already several times 

shown its readiness for such a compromise and is ready to 

continue in seeking such optimum solution acceptable for both 

sides. At the  same tirne, however, it would like to express the 

conviction that negotiations w i l l  not be misused in order to gain 

time and delay the resolution of the situation which is 

unbearable for the Czech and Slovak Federal Republlc f o r  a flumber 

of significant ecological, economic and political reasons. 

Please, accept the assurances of my high consideration. 





D r a f t  jo in t  letter to the Vice-President of the EC Commission 

Frans Andriessen 

Dear Mr. Vice-President, 

In accordance with your letter of ~ p r i l  13, 1992 we are 

inviting you on behalf of the Government: of the Republic af 

Hungary and the Government of t he  Czech and S1ovak Pederal 

Republic to appoint experts to a j o in t  C o r n m i t t e e  of experts which 

should assess the  problerns connected w i t h  t h e  irnplementation of 

the Treaty between the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic and the 

Hungarian People's Republic concerning the GabEikovo-Nagymaros 

system of locks of September 16, 1 9 7 7  and o t h e r  internationally 

binding documents related to this Treaty. 

The C o m m i t t ' e e  should thoroughly assess al1 aspects connected 

w i t h  the construction and operation of the GabEikovo-Nagymaros 

system of locks, particularly the  protection against: Eloods,  

navigation, the protection of the environment, the exploitation 

of the energy power of t h e  Danube, t h e  preservation of the 

quality and quantity of drinking water reservoirs, economic and 

f inanc ia l  ques t ions  and questions related to international law. 

The Committee should proceed in its aclivities from the current 

stage of construction of the system of locks and of the 

fulfilrnent of obligations by both Contracting parties. The 

resu l t s  of the assessrnent of the Committee as suçh will not have 

any impact on the amendmenr or t e m i n a t i o n  of obligations arising 

f r om the  1 9 7 7  Treaty and other internationally binding documents 

related to this Treaty or establishment of n e w  obligations. They 

w i l l  be without any prejudice to the  rights and obligations 

resulting from the respons ib i l i ty  f o r  violation of the treaty 

obligations. 

30th Governments express their readiness Lo psoceed £rom 

the conclusions and recommendations adopted by the j o i n t  

Committee of experts in taking decisions on the fur ther  steps in 

t h i s  issue. The Covernments a l s o  assume that there will be no 

prel iminary conditions for the work of the C o r n m i t t e e .  

The Government 'of the  Czech and Slovak Federal Republic 

undertakes, as a gesture of good w i l l ,  not t o  dam the Danube 

riverbed on its territory before October 31, 1992 and it will 



chus n o t  take any step which could hinder the  implementation of 

measures recommended by the Committee of experts and j o in t ly  

agreed on. 

Minister  of Foreign Affairs Minister of Foreign Affairs 

of the  Czech and Slovak Federal af the Republic of Hungary 

Republic 



1 LETTER OF 24 APRIL 1992 FROM THE CZECHOSLOVAK MNiSTER OF FOREIGN 
AFFAlRS TO THE VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE COMMlSSIQN OF THE EUROPEAN 

COMMUNITIE S 

(Translation) 

Prague, April24, 1992 

Dear Mr. Vice-President, 

Thank you for your letter of April 13, 1992, which contains the EC offer to participate in 
and to chair a Committee of independent experts whch would açsess aspects conneçted with 

the implementation of the Treaty between the Czechodovak Socialist Republic and the 

Hungarian People's Republic of September 16, 1977 concerning the constmction and 
operation of the Gabëikovo-Nagymaros system of locks, and çither internationally binding 

documents related to the Treaty. 

The Czechoslovak side is ready to participate in establishing such Cornmittee and proceed in 

its establishment from the principleç you proposed. 1 suppose that their content will be 

specified and detailed in a joint letter, which I will send you with my Hungarian colleague 

Mr. Seszençky as soon as we agree on its text. 

Hiç Excellency 

Mr. Frans ANDRIESSEN 
e Vice-President 

Commission of the European 
Communities 
Brussels 

Enclosed please find for your information a copy of a letter sent by the Czechoslovak Prime 
Minister Marian calfa ta his Hungatian counterpart W. Jbzsef Antall, and a Czechoslovak 

draft of the joint letter which would iequeçt the EC to appoint experts to this Committee. 



1 believe that in effective couperation with you petsondly and with other EC bodies we shall 
manage to settle existing problems in the interest of both sides. 

Yours respectfully, 

(Signed) Jiii Dienstbier 



Resolution of the Hungarian Government 

on t h e  termination of t h e  Treaty between t h e  Czechoslovak 

Socialist ~epublic and rhe ~ungarian People's Republic concerning 

the construcLion and operation of t h e  G a b E i k o v o - N a p a r o s  water 

works signed in BudapesL on September  16, 1977 .  

1. The Government  of Hungary is given a power, an the b a s i s  of 

the a r t i c l e  3 of t h e  Resolution of the Hungarian 

Parli~menL, N o .  1 2 / 1 9 9 2  (of April 4 1 ,  to t e m i n a r e  

unilaterally, beginning M a y  2 5 ,  1 9 9 2 ,  the i n t e r s t a i e  Treary 

of 1 9 7 7  and a l l  rolated Agreernenrs which were concluàed by 

treaty parties, sespeçtively their a u t h o r i  ries for  realization 

of ~ h i s  intersta~e T r e a t y .  

2 .  Regarding t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  within t h e  Visegrad Three 

undertaken i n  t h i s  case ,  it iç n e c e s s a s y  to realize a t  rhe 

latest on May 15 ,  1 9 9 2 ,  t h e  negor ia t ions  w i t h  t h e  P r ~ m e  

M i n i s t e r  of the Slovak GovesnrnenL, Jan  carnogurski, in t h e  

presence of t h e  ambassadors of the  European Communities l n  

Budapest and Prague  concerning the agreement t h a t  t h e  

Czechaslovak side stops, cemporary, for t h e  per iod  of s i x  

months, a l 1  works (on the Variant Cl  and the t r i l a t e r a l  

analyses start that both sides can, on t h e  basis . of 

recommendations ensu ing  f rom these analyses, to solve this I 

in t e r s t a t e  case w i t h  a j o in r  agreement (interstate 

discussion) , 
1 
l 

3 .  If negotiations recommended in point 2 will not be successful, 

then the  Government informs the  Czeçho-Slovak Federal 

Government, until May  20, 1992, in the diplornatic way the I 

termination of the i n t e r s t a t e  Treaty 1977. The final t e x t  of 

the  Protocol is to be adapted acçording to comments rnentioned 

at the  Government session.  
i 

4 .  The Hungarian Government i n i t i a t e s  in the Protocol to settle l l 

the consequences ensuing £rom t h e  tekninat ion of the l 
interstate Treaty 1977 by a new interstate Agreement. It 

3 1 9  , 



should contain: 

- from the ecological point of view to restore the natural 

values of the region, resp. to maineain thern, especiall~ 

the  supplies of drinking water, 

- flood protection 

- solution of navigation in this area with respect to existing 

natural conditions. 

Budapest, M a y  7,  1992 



Annex 1 11 

LETTER FROM THE SLOVAK PRIME MINISTER TU THE HUNGBRIAN PRIME 

MINISTER 

(Translation) 

Bratislava, May 11, 1992 

Dear MinisLer, 

1 am referring to our  telephone conversation of May 8,  1992 

and of today. Thank you f o r  sending m e  t h e  text of the  Resolution 

of Ihe Government of the Republic of Hungary of May 7 ,  1 9 9 2  on 

the t e m i n a t i o n  of Ihe 1977 Treaty between the Czechoslovak 

Socialist Republic and the Hungarian People ' s  Republ ic  on Che 

Construct ion and Operation of t h e  GabEikovo-Nagymaros System of 

Locks . 

The Government of the  Slovak Republic dealt at i t s  

extraordinary session today with t h e  above Resolution of t h e  

Government of the Republic of Hungary. I have also informed t h e  

Government af the SLovak Republic of your invitation to a meeting 

in Gyor on M a y  13, 1 9 9 2 .  The Government of t h e  Slovak Republic 

passed a resolution and a declaration enclosed to it. 1 hereby 

enclose both these documenls. 

The Government of the Slovak Republic is convinced about  t h e  

usefulness and necessity of continued taLks w i t h  the Hungarian 

side on the problem of the Gabcikovo-Nagymaros syslem of locks. 

1 would like to stress my readiness to discuss with you a 

poss ib le  change in the  date of daming the Danube riverbed by the 

Czecho-Slovak side. Nevertheless, 1 consider it inappropriate to 

lirnit the subject of negotiations in advance by setting 

preliminary conditions. The talks between delegatians of t h e  

Governments of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic and the Mr 

Ferenc ~ S d l  

Minister in the Goverr iment  

of the Republic of Hungary 

B u d a p e s t  



Republic of Hungary on the implementation of the 1977 Treaty are 

desirable the more so because they should also address the 

question of accepting the of£er made by the EC Commission to 

create a trilateral expert group. Mr. Kocinger, the 

Plenipotentiary of the Government of the  Czech and Slovak Federal 

Republic and of the Government of the Slovak Republic f o r  the  

construction and operation of the GabEikovo-PJagymaros system of 

locks, was authorized by the Govemment of the Slovak Republic 
to prepare material s in cooperation wi th his Hungarian colleague 

for the  t a l k s .  f. a lso  enclose the  text of t h e  letter in whiçh Mr 

Kocinger addressed his Hungarian colleague, Mr H a j 6 s .  

Dear Mr Minister, 1 would be glad to meet you to discuss, 

as 1 hope, a l 1  the topical questions of the construction and 

operation o f  the GabFikovo-Nagymaros systern of locks. 

Let me assure you, dear Mr. Minister, of my high 

consideration. 

Annexes: 2 



I RESOLUTION 
of 

the Govemment of the SIovak Republic 

May 11, 1992, Number 329 

In regard to the information on the Resolution of the Hungarian Republic of May 7, 1992 to 

terminate the Treaty of 1977 between Czechoslovakia and Hungary concerning the 

construction and operation of the Gabcikovo-Nagymaros System of Locks. 

The Government 

A. takes note 

of the information on the Resolution of the Hungarian Republic of May 7, 1992 to 

terminate the TreaQ of 1977 between Czechoslçivakia and Hungary ~oncerning the 

constmction and operation of the GabCikovo-Nagymaros System of Locks. 

the Dechration of the Government of the Slovak Republic on the Resolution of the 

Government of the Hungarian Republiç of May 7, 1992 to teminate the Treaty 

between Czechoslovakia and Hungary concerning the constmction and operation of 

the GabCikovo-Nagyrnaros System of Locks of 1977, as stated in the Annex to this 

Reçolution. 

C .  imposes 

upon the Prime Minister to infom the Government of the Czech and Slovak 

Federal Republic on the situation which haç arisen and the position of the 

Government of the Slovak Republic. 

2. upon the Plenipoteniary of the Government of the Slovak Republic for the 

construction and operation of the GabEikovo-Nagymaros Psoject in 

cooperation with the Plenipoteniary of the Govemment of the Republic to 



prepare the expert documents for negotiations with the Republic of Hungary 

in accordance with the Declaration of the Government of the Slovak 

Republic. 

For action bv: the prime Minister and the Plenipotentiary of the Governrnent of the 
Slovak Republic for the construction and operation of the GabEikovo- 

Nagymaros Project. 

Co: - Prime Minister of the Governent of the Czech and Slovak Federal 

Government . 





Septernber 16, 1977 and to consider the offer of the European Comrnunities to 

establish a çornrnission of experts. 

Bratislava, May 11, 1992 



11111lg~1ria11 Note Verhale cif 19 R3ny 1992 





The Ministry of Foreign maifs of the People's RepubIic of Kungw 

expresses itr hi& e s e m  to the E m b ~ s y  of thc Czcsh and Slovak Federal 

Republic in Budapest and i n v i ~  the honond Embzsy to fornad the 19 

May 1992 letter of Mr. Jcucf A n d ,  the Prime! Miaister of the Republic of 

Hungary to Mr. Marian Calla, the Head of the Government of the Czech and 

Slovak Federd Republic as well as the SWment of the Governent  of the 

Republic of H u n g q  to the Governent  of the C s h  md SSlvrk Feded  

Repubiïc. 

The Govcmment of the Rzpublic of EIunapy invested with power by 

the Parliament of tbe Republic of Hirnpary, hereby t e d a t e s  the 16 

Seplember 1977 Treaty signed in Budapest behveen the People's Republic of 

Hungary and the Czechoslov&m Socialist Republic concuning the 

constniction and commencement of operation of the Bas-Nagymaros Barrage 

System, and fühermare teminata dl agretmed conduded by the Parties 

or their autharitiu for the implementatioo of tne above mention4 Treaty, 

effective 25 May 1492- 

The MhWy of FoRign A E h  of the Republic of Hungary xivs the 

opportmity ta assure the Embassy af the C d  and Slovak F d c d  Rqublic 

of ifs high * r d o n -  





Annex 1 13 

(Translation by Hungary) 

Letter of 19 May 1992 from the Hungarioa Prime Minister to the Czechoslovak 
Prime Minister 





Ta Mr. Marian Ca,& 

Prcsident of the Govanment of thr: 

Cze& and Slowk F & d  Rcpnblk 

It is with disqpppoinment thai I was i d a m c d  by your l e m  dare 23 A p d  1992, 

f b i  thc Govammmi of thc Cztch and Slow& F e d d  Republic docs not intcnd to 

m p d  imiianrai and rmlawfid work related to the s o d  provinonal solution 

a h c d  at the diversion of the Danube. A s a a r  spirit made itself fdt in the 

appmdix to  yorn Iciirr, which ~ontained a p h d  joint rcsponse to Europcan 

çommrmitr's &Cr Clf m p d o n _  

I am forccd to detmnhe mat th Fedaal Govemmmt did not  CE wim the 

H e m  Govemnds reqDcst that wodr on the provisional saluaon be 

s n s p ~ d d  by thc W h ~ S l o v a k  Party diamg me ccmc of pmfcvionai &dies. 

WC h d  it mamq&blc tht o m  n e g o t k b g  parmer crcate a fhkhed s i e o n  by 

way of &dd wu& during the corne ofncgotiations. 

E v a l d q  your kttq the H q a r k  Govmmz.u< dirring iEI meeting of 7 May 

1992, detamined ht the CzechoSlovak Government is unable to accept the 

r~qnest for a morahimn and is not pr%parcd io fiiEU, in  fi^& the conditions for 

cooperation set forth by the E m p a n  Commanity, wlÙ& dtsirts tu assist, tbvs 



t h h g  opportmuty for hopefd negoeaiiom towards tmitd action 

T h d o f c ,  the Govcmment of me Rcpoblic of Eimgary passcd a Decision as ro me 

termination a£ t6e 19n Intasate Treav Re-@rding the B o s - N a m o s  B m g e  

System, e f f ebe  25 May. 

Led by an intent to cooperate and by the desire to mai& a construcave 

atmosphme at the Vise@ Three's s&t conference in Prague on 6 Mayv ir w a  

with imdersbndIng and tmst that I accepted the oral mggestion made by M. Jm 

Camogursky, t;le Plenipotentiary of rhe F e d d  Governent respomible for the  

Bor-Nagymaros Bmage Systcm issue tha~ we attempf in rhc presence of 

represmtatives of the European Community, to resoIve îhc coadmons for thet- 

a s h c e  wbich are k question WC were force8 ta doubt d i s  intent when Mr. 

Jan Çarnogu- commimicated tu us ia writiag îhat he was w i b g  to conducr 

negowons solely on basis of the conditions set forth in your, Iertei of 13 +PX. 

Strmghtning tk, the Goyunment of rtie Slovak Repeblic passed a Resolucori 

dnring its eximordinary m m h g  of 1 1 May. 

A£ter di of dis, P welcomed, with hope of joiat d o n  rebom, tfie press statemm 

rdeased snbscqmf to îhc meeting of the FederaL Governmmi of 14 may which 

p M  the possLbw of the snspension of wsrk on t- provisional salurion during 

thc course of &e wo& d a  triIateral commicsia It was with disappointment d m  

I had to a c q c  ho-, yom oflicial sta-kmat from wkch the p r c p d e s s  to 

susptnd work was lef3 o u ï  This pui a pmnanmt dase to our &arts to corne to a 

joint ageement as to tht Interstatt Treaty of W77. evsn thou& the Hm* 

Negotiathig Partner was willing to ccndnct negatiafionr aimd at the suspension of 

wodr on the pmvisional soluaan and a d o n  of a triLatCrai professianal 



commission, as wtU as to obfipte itself te accept the recummtndations of the 

daterai professional commirsio~z 

In this manna, in accordance wi& the ResaIlrtiun of the ParLiament, the 

Govwnnieot of &e Republic of H q g  k forced to unilateralty teminate the 

Interstate Treaty of 1977 Regarding tbe BOS-Nagymaros Barrage System and all 

agreements reIated ta the execrrtion of the çame The justZcations for this gep are 

detailed in my G o v ~ m t ' s  Deçhratiw 

In relation to thk, 1 would Wre tû inform YQU tbat Government of the RepubLc of 

Hungary has ceased all acts and work of any h d  relatcd to the Treaty in qnestion 

and expects the FederaI Gavemnmt tu Itkmke take h e  necessary m m t s  as ro 

the cessation of d work and implmmtahon relatsd to the Bamgc System 

d o u t  de@. 

Bear Mr. Prime Minister! 

I sincmly hope that regardas of the decision of the Govanment of the Republic 

of Hungary as annomced abovg the p r o w y  devcIopiag coopcration betweea 

our nations in o k  areas of our b i l d  reldons d contbue and ttzat the 

d c t  mimghg as a =suit of the Bawge questi~n will not have an nafavorable 

eEcct rrpon scgimd cdaperatibn. efier. 

In mC spint of the afo~menboned, I would U c  to cmphasizc mat the Gov~~nment 

of the Republic of H w  i?i prrpand m canduct nqotiaiiops a ro tne sedement 

of the ccnseqnmcer af the tedation of the htershtt Treaty cf 1977 and d ~ e  

resolution of the region's ecologid  flood d e h s e  and navigation problems. 



r tnist tfiat t31.G in iMve  wilI meet w& the e d e s t  possible agreement of the 

F e M  Govenïm~r. 

With appreciarion, 

Jozsef Antall 



CZECHOSLOVAK NOTE VERBALE OF 22 MAY 1992 

(Translation) 

No. 1588/92 

N o t e  v e r b a l  

The Embassy of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic in 

Budapest presents its compliments to the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of t h e  Republic of Hungary and has the honour to 

acknowledge the rece ip t  of the latter's no te  No. 365-69/92 of May 

19, 1992. 

Having examined the contents of the above Note and tlhe 

Declaration of the Government of the Republic of Hungary of May 

16, 1 9 9 2 ,  the  Guvernment of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic 

reaffirms Its position that the Republic of Hungary has no legal 

grounds to unilaterally terminate the Treaty between the 

Czechoslovak Socialist Republic and the Hungarian People's 

Republic on t h e  Construction and Operation of Ihe GabCikovo- 

Nagymaros Sys tem of Locks of September 16, 1 9 7 7  and the treaty 

documents related to it. Therefore t h e  Note of the Minis t ry  of 

Foreign Affairs of t h e  Republic of Hungary of May  19, 1992 çannot 

have any legal effeçts on the 1977 Treaty and the izreaty 

documents related to it. 

After a thorough and comprehensive examination of al1 

documents handed to it, the Government of the Czech and Slovak 

Federal Republic at the same tirne reserves the right to cornent 

in detail on the individual arguments presented by the  'Government 

of the Republic of Hungary, including Ihe question of 

compensation for damage caused to the Czech and Slovak Federal 

Republic by the  f à i l u r e  of the Republic of Hungary to fulfil its 

treaty obligations. 

The Embassy of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic avails 

itself of this opportunity to renew to the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of the Republic of Hungary the assurances of i t s  highest 

consideration. 

Budapest, May 2 2 ,  19.92 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

of the Republic of Hungary 

B u d a p e s t  





LETTER FROM THE CZECHOSLOVAK VICE-PRIME MINISTER AND MINIÇTER OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO THE VICE-PREIDENT OF THE COMMISSON OF THE 
EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES 

Translation 

Prague, May, 22 1992 

Dear Mr. Vice-President: 

Allow me to inforrn you about the l a t e s t  developrnentç concerning 
the cornplicated issue of the Gab@ikovo-Nagymaros system of locks, 
following up on our earlier correspendence. 

Let me Eirst express my appreciation f o r  t h e  effort of t h e  
Commission of t h e  European Communities and of you personally to 
eçtablish a cornmittee of Independent Experts which would consider 
a l 1  specific aspects associated with the implementation of the 
Treaty between the Czechoslovak socialist Republic and the 
Hungarian People s ~epublic on t h e  Construction and  O p e r a t i o n  of 
the Gabcikovo-Nagymaros System of Locks,  w i t h  t h e  objec t ive  of 
finding a s o l u t i o n  to both p a r t i e s .  

I regret to say t h a t  the possibility of finding a solution to the 
acceptable has been considerably complicated by t h e  problem on 
the Hungarian ~epublic which o f f i c i a l l y  informed the Czech and 
Slovak Federal ~epublic on May 19, 1992, that as of May 25, 1992, 
it intends to unilaterally "terminate the Treaty between the 
Czechoslovak ~ocialist Republic and the ~ungarian People s I 

Republic on the construction and Operation of the Gabcikovo- 
Nagymaros System of Lockç of September 16, 1977 and treaty 
documents related to it". 

i 
The Government of t h e  Czech and Slovak Federal Republic believes 
that the  Hungarian ~epublic has no legal grounds for terminating 
the  Treaty on the Construction and operation of the Gabclkovo- 
Nagymaroç System of Locks of September 16, 1977. The Note of t h e  
Hungarian ~epublic, of May 19, 1993, therefare has na legal 
effects on the validity of the treaty documents concerning t h e  
Gabclkovo-Nagymaros System of Locks .  

In this connection, Mr. Vice-President, please allow me to convey 
the  opinion of the  Czechoslovak Government that t h e  conflict can 
be resolved on t h e  basis of t h e  1977 Treaty. 1 do not see a 
solution in submitting d r a f t s  of new treaties but rather in 
negotitions on t h e  basis of existing traty documents in force. 
The Czech and Slovak Federal Republic is prepared to demonstrate 
an appropriately forthcoming and flexible attitude, 

H . E .  Mr. Frans A n d r i e s s e n l 



Vice-President 
Commission of the ~ u r o ~ e a n  Communities 
Brussels 

High Czechoslovak representatives have already indicated a 
wilingness to discuss  condi t ions  under which work on the 
substitute technical solution ( option C ) might be suspended, 

I am convinced that the great prestige enjoyed by the European 
Communities both i n  Czechoslovakia and in Hungary will allow 
further assistance and good offices of your Commission to 
contribute to an acceptable solution. 

Yours sincerely, 

( Signed) Jirl Dienstbier 



(Translation) Annex 216 

Arnbassad~r  o f  t h e  Czech and Slovck Federal Republic 

T o :  Mr. G , S t r a s s e r  
Oirectcr o f  t h e  Secretariet 
a f  t h e  Oanube Commission 
S u d a p e s t  

Oear Mr. Director ,  

I n  t h e  f ramework  o f  t h e  construction o f  a b j e c t s  " I n t r c d u c i c g  
t h e  T e m p o r a r y  Exploitation o f  t h e  Gabcikovo W a t e r  Works = h e  
Territory o f  the  Czech ônd Ç l o v a k  F e d e r a l  2epublic", r :7 .E 
cnnstructicn o f  t h e  a b j e c t  Oamming o f  t h e  Oanube r i v e r  1 5  t s k : n g  
p 1 z c e .  

I n  connection w i t h  t h a t  a n d  in ? c c o r d a n c e  t e  t h e  Reso!u:i;q 
o f  t h e  45 th  Session o f  the DonuSe Cornmisssion N OK/SEC cS /27  ,p 

i n f o r m u  y o u .  t h a t  because  o f  t > e  ~ b o v e  n z n t i o n e d  constrcctlon, 
work t o  damming the  Oanube r i v e r  on 759th k m  o f  t h e  r i v e r  
b e g i n  on  D c t o b s r  15, 1992. Accordin9 t o  t h e  a g r e o d  ? l ~ n  o f  
ccnstruction o f  t h i s  o b j ~ ~ i  i t  wi!l b e  necessary  t a  interr~;: 
shipping on  t h e  Ocnube  f o r  a P ~ r s x , i n a t z l y  10 d a y s  in t > s !  p ~ r - L E C  
b e g i n n l n g  O c t o b e r  15 untill n a v ~ m b e r  3 0 ,  1992.  T n e  ~ x ü c t  da12 
ail1 Le znnsuf iced t a  7272 szcret~rizt ci Q ~ n u k e  Ca.:.;i;îiîn .-,=; 
l a t e r  t h a n  b y  15 d z y s  p i - i s r  t o  :?ri? 5 ~ ; i n n i n g  o f  t h e  l ~ , : ~ r . - , z r : ~ n  
o f  navigation. 

E u r i n g  t f ie  b ü m i n g  o f  t h a  aan:-ke river. a f t e r  r.-? f ! v z d  
s t a g e  o f  128.0 rn Z ~ Q V ~  t h z  5 2 3  i e v e l  is r z z c h e d ,  navicît:cn & ; I l  
32 t r z n s f e r r e d  t o  t . 3 ~  by-pass z à n a l  2nd t o  t h 2  ' cchs  :f : ~ , e  
Gabcikavo Water  Warks. 

a u r i n g  the menticned :-zrouting 3 f  th2 s a i ; ; ~ . ~ ~ ,  
necessary navigation equipnent di11 ci? r z z d y  f ~ r  c~z'ci:a::er. 
including locks o f  the Gabcifovo W a t e r  Ndr-L5 3nd a i s o  n a v i ~ a t l ~ ~  
ccnditions. 

I am a s k i n g  you  a f a v o u r  t a  l e t  211 t.32 r 2 ~ r z s ê r ~ r 3 ; i v ~ î  U -  

t h e  Danube Commission and c c u n t r i e s  ënd g c v e r n n ê n t s  2 f  a:-or 
Oanbbe s t a t e s  kas4  m y  information w i t h  t h e  aim o f  infor7:n~ :LE 

c o m p e t e n t  institutions .and orgônizations i n  due tifi ie.  

Çincerely, 

Representative 
o f  t h e  Czech and S l o v a k  F e d e r a l  Republic 
i n  the  Danube Commission 

R. Chmel 





LETTER FROM THE CZECHOSLOVAK PRIME MINISTER TO THE HUNGARIAN 

PRIME MINISTER 

(Transf at ion)  

Prague, August 6, 1992 

Dear P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  

Referring to your letter of May 19, 1992, 1 muçt note that 

you have n o t  been responsive to t h e  suggestions contained in the 

letter of the Prime Minister of the  Czech and Slovak Federal 

Republic of April 23, 1992. 1 expected that the Hungarian 

Government would appreciate ou r  readiness to hold t a l k s  on a 

solution respecting the interests of both our countries as 

regards the inter-state Treaty on t h e  Construction and operation 

of the Gab@ikovo-Nagymaros System of Locks. However, t h e  

Government of t h e  Republic of Hungary decided to unilaterally 

t e r m i n a t e  as of Play 25, 1992 the  1977 Treaty between the 

Czechoslovak Socialist ~epublic and the Hungarian People's 

Republic on the Construction and Operation of the Gabeikovo- 

Nagymaros System of Locks and a l l  agreements related to itç 

implementation, 

The disappointment of t h e  Governrnent of the Czech and  Slovak 
I 

Federal Republic at t h i s  unilateral çtep by the Hungarian I 

Government was further multiplied by the fact t h a t  your , 

Government took it a t  a moment when the diplornatic activities of 

the EC Commission to create a trilateral expert commission for a 

comprehensive assessrnent of technical aspects connected with the 

construction and operation of t h e  Gab@ikovo-Nagymaros çystem of 

locks were nearing their objective. 

In this connection I would like to point out that the i 
Government of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic welcomed 

these ac t i v i t i e s  at its session of May 14, 1992, appointed a 1 



Mr Jozsef Antall 

Prime Minister of the ~epublic of Hungary 

B u d a p e s t  

delegation to the Vienna talks and gave it a broad mandate for 

reaching a reasonable solution. e es id es, as you mention in your 

letter, the Prime Minister of the Czech and Slavak Federal 

Republic outlined in h i s  press statement the readiness  to diçcuss 

the cond i t i ons  of stopping work on the substitute technical 
solution. 

Dear Mr Prime Mini s t e r ,  

The Government of t h e  Czech and Slovak Federal Republic has 

examined the Deciaration of the Government of the Republic of 

Hungary of May 16, 1992 and entrusted me to comrnunicate to you 

that, reaffirrning its position, the Government of the Czech and 

Slovak Federal Republic is of the opinion that the Republic of 

Hungary has no legal grounds for terrninat ing  the Treaty between 

the CzechosLovak Socialist Republic and the Hungarian People's 

Republic on the Construction and Operation of the Gab@ikovo- 

Nagymaros System of Locks çigned in Budapest on September 16, 

1977 and a l 1  t rea ty  documents related tu it. Therefore t h e  

decision of the  Hungarian Government ta terminate the 1977 Treaty 

and a11 treaty documents related to it has noé the legal effects 

an the validity of the 1977 Treaty between the Czechoslovak 

Socialist Republic and the Hungarian People's Republic on t h e  

Construction and Operation of the Gab@ikovo-Nagymaros Syatem of 

Locks and al1 treaty documents related to it as assumed by the 
Governnent of the Republic of Hungary. 

A t  the  same tirne, after  a thorough and allround examination 

of a l 1  r e l a t e d  documents,of the Hungarian Government in which it 

justifies its decision, the Government of the Czech and Slovak 



Federal Republic reserves itself the r i g h t  to comment in a 

detailed manner n o t  only on the individual arguments of the 

Gavernment of the Republic af Hungary but also on the  question of 

compensation of damage caused to the Czech and Slovak Federal 

Republic by the  failure of the Republic of Hungary to have 

fulfilled and fulfil its treaty obligations. 

Dear Mr Prime Minister, 

In view of the continued great interest of the Government of 

the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic in preventing any further 

escalation of the prablern of the system of locks as well as in 

the continuation of t h e  bilateral or multilateral dialogue of the 

Czech and Slovak Federal Republic and the Republic of Hungary, 1 

have entrusted the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the  Czech and 

Slovak Federal Republic to request once again the EC Commission 

to provide further assistance in seeking a seasonable compromise 
I 

solution to t h e  present situation. 

I am convinced with good will and willingness to cooperate, 

the situation can be resolved through negotiations based on the 

1977 Treaty and other related treaty documents in force. The 

Czechoslovak s i d e  is prepared to do i t s  best in t h e  interest of 

success of such t a l k s .  

1 P l e a s e ,  accept t h e  assurances of my high consideration. 

~ (Signed) R .  Filkus 
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"Cwo Ietters dated 17 August 1992 from the Hungarian Representative on the 
Danube Commission to the Commission 
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Mmicrrr RudoIf Chmd 
Ambassaacur 
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CommSw du Danube 
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Budapest le  i'3 mut 1992. 
*A.?L L' 
( lvaa =a ) 

R-tant de ia FZépublique de Hongrie 
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(Translation by Hungaq) 

Letter of 18 August 1992 from the Hungarian Prime Minister to the Prime 
Minister of Czechoslovakia 





LE19208 181 
The Prime Minister of the Republic of Hungary 

Budapest 18 August 1992 

To Mr. Jan Strasky 
The Prime Minister of the Governmenr of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic 
Prague 

Dear Mr. Prime &$ter! 

The issue of the Gabcikovo -Nagymaros Barrage is a serious problern inherited fiom rhe 
past which stems fiom the former faulty decision-making mechanism. However, 
subsequent to the change of the poIitical systems the positions on to this issue have not 
been hmonized. During the negotiations in 1991 an agreement was reached that the 
issue af the barrage was a professional scientifiç problem. The joint deiiberation of the 
disputed questions has not begun because of the consistent rejection by the Czech and 
SIovak party of Hungarian p w s  request for the suspension of the buiiding of the 
Gabcikovo Barrage, which is a rational minimum requirernenr in order to ensure an 
undisturbed examination of the issue . 

In 1992 the ternpomy solutioq the buiIding of the s o d e d  "CM variation, for the 
diversion of the Danube had been enthusiasticaliy . The continuation of zhs, despite 
repeated Hungarian protestç, rendeied impossible the offer of assistance by the 
Cornmittee of the European Cornmunity for the establishment of a joint specialist ~ r o u p  

Due to the continuation of the building p r o g r m e  violating the territorial integrity of 
Hungary, any hope for a decision by the two govemments on the fate of the hterstate 
Treaty of 1977 concerning the completion of the barrage has disappeard. This is why 
the Goverment of the Republic of Hungary, on the bais of an authorkation from 
Pariiamenk twmuiated the treaty as of 25 May 1992 and propose2 the bringing about of 
a new Interstate Treaty for the joint settlement of the consequences. 

In my recent lettw dated 6 Avgust 1992 1 restated that the Goverment of the Republic 
of Hungary would iike to continue discussions concerning the settlement of 
consequences emanating h m  the termination of the Interstate Treaty of 1977. 

Accordhg to the contents of your Ietter of repiy , Mt. Prime Minister you do see a 
possibiliry for the Govetnment of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic, f ie r  
reviewing a l i  the problems sunounding the Gabcikovo -Nagymaros Barrage, to accept a 
resoiution wich is reasonable for both parties. However, 1 regretthlly ascertain that 
constniction work to divert the Danube thereby threatening the temitorid integrity of 
Hungary is being continued with unchanged pace. The president of the Danube 
Committee periodidy inf'omed me of the Czech and Slovak party's official nofication 
in which he announcd that the Danube wili be diverted to Czech and SIovak territory 
within a few weeks subsequent to 15 October 1992 tfiereby unilaterdy changing the 
~ontier. h Eght of this the. opportunity for a sedement via bilaterai negotiations ha 
greatiy d i s h e d  . 



At the same time the Govement of the RepubEc of Hungary wou1d like to soIve the 
dispute once and for dl in accordance with international Iaw which is why it proposes 
the submission of the dispute to an impartiai authotity. 1 therefore p.pose that the 
Government of the Czech and SIovak RepubIic and the Government of the Republic of 
Hungary m u t u d y  agree to submit the dispute over the hplementation of Vanant C to 
the International Court of Justice and request a decision. in addition to  recopizing the 
jurisdiction of the Court, the reptaentatives of our Guvemments should determine in 
writing the questions to be submitted to the Hague Court of Justice. 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister! 

The negotiations between the governments of the Republic of Hungary and the Ctech 
and Slovak Federal Republic have not accomplished results. The petitioning of the 
Iriternauond Court is the path which may lead to a reasonable resolution of the codiict 
in accordance with European values. This is in the joint interest of both Our countries 
which is why I am hopeh1 that the proposition by the Chvernent of the RepubIic of 
Hungary will be accepted by the Government of the Czeçh and Slovak Federal 
Repubiiç. 

I wdi no te  the forums for the cooperarion of European Countries of the initiatives of 
the Government of the RepubLc of Hungary. First and foremost, the Cornmittee of the 
European Communiqy the Europtm CounciI and the European Conference for Safety 
and Cooperation. 

. PIease accept my kind regards. 



A n n e x  120 

LETTER OF 14 SEPEMBER 1992 FROM THE: HUNGARTAN MNSTEIÇ OF 
FOREIGN -AIRS TO THE CZECHOSLOVAK hdlNSTER OF FOREIGN 

AFFAJRS 

/Translation/ 
Budapest, 14 September 1992 

Dear Foreign Minister. 

It becorne uriarnbiguous at the meeting of Prime Minister 16rsef AntaIl and Vladimir 
Meiiar which took place in Budapest on 9 Spternber 1W2 that we must clarify the 
manner of settling our probiems concarning fhe Praject. Prime Minister Jbzçef Antall set 
forth in his letter to Prime Minister Jan Strosky. dated 18 August 1992, that the most 
suitable way to achieve European ideais would be by turning to the lnternatianal Court of 
Justice and he suggected that our governments lointly submit the case to thir honoured 
institution. 

Our Prime Ministerj ogreed at the Budapest meeting that preporatory negotiations 
h t w e e n  the Hungarian. the Czechoslovak and the Slovak Gevernments should stort with 
the aim of preparing a joint submission of the case to the International Court of Justice. 
establi~hin~ o trilateral cornmittee of experis <in eculogical cnd environmental protection 
with the involvement of EC exprts.  in order to coordinote our steps in these matters. 

1 propose that the plenipoterttiuries of o u  governments stort negotiations ta 
hotmonire the detarls of the twa issues above. The governmental delegation of the 
Zep&lic of Hungary is reody to hold bilateral negotiations imrnediately either in Budcpest 
or in Prague with the representotives of the Cïech ond Slovok Federal Republic. 

I suggest that the detaits be claborated at ~ h e  negotiations cn expert-levtl if you 
agrea with the above in ~rinciple. 

With regards. 

/Sig&/ Gézc leszenszky 

Mr. Jozef Moravtk 
Minister of f orergn Affoirs 
of the Czech and Slovok Federal Republ~c 
P r a g u e  





LETTER FROM THE CZECHOSLOVAK PRIME MINISTER TO THE HUNGARIAN 

PRIME MINLSTER 

(Translation) 

Prague, September 23, 1992 

Dear Prime Miniçter, 

Thank you for yaur letter of August 18, 1992. With regard 

to itç contents, let me inform you of t h e  following. 

Throughout the  whole period of construction af the  Gab@lkovo 

- Uagymaros system of l o c k s ,  t h e  Government of the Czech and 

Slovak Federal Republic abode by the provisions of the 1977 

Treaty still in force as well as by al1 documents re la ted  to this 

Treaty, and was always ready, without l a y i n g  down any preliminary 

conditions, tu discuss al1 questions over which t h e  Hungarian 

side expressed certain fears. The Czechoslovak side naturally 

expected t h e  Hungarian s i d e  to give at l e a s t  in p r l n c i p l e  reasons 

f o r  t h e s e  Eearç and support its misg iv ings  with concrete 

evidence. However, it has never done so. In accordance w i t h  t h e  

1977 Treaty, these questions are to be d e a l t  with by 

Plenipotentiaries of both Governments. However, the initiatives 

of the Plenipotentiary of the Government of the Czech and Slovak 

Federal Republic have met with no response on the part of h i s  

Hungarian counterpart. 

In my letter of August 6 ,  1992, 1 sta ted the position of 

the Government of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic on both 

the decision of the Government of t h e  Republic of Hungary to 

unilaterally terminate the 1977 Treaty and treaty documents 

related to it as well as to the reasons of the Government of the 

Republic of Hungary in making such a decision. I would only like 

to underline that the Government of the Czech and Slovak Federal 

Republic was prepared for t a l k s  on the  establishment of a 

trilateral expert commission and its deleqation had a mandate 

broad enough for negotiating a solution acceptable for both 

sides. 



Mr Jozsef Antall 

Prime Minister of the Republic of Hungary 

B u d a p e s t  

In the letter of the Prime Minister  of the Czech and Slovak 

Federal Republic, the  Hungarian side was a l s o  informed of the 

position of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic on the  

sealization of the so-called Variant C. X would only l i k e  to 

recall that this provisional technical solution does not obstruct 

the achievement of objectives agreed upon in the 1977 Treaty and 

that  it is mainly airned at minimizing damage caused to the  Czech 

and Slovak Federal Republic by the unlawful action of the 

~ungarian s i d s  ever since May 13, 1989. Moreover, I consider it 

imperative to stress in connectaon with the realization of 

Variant C that it has never reckoned with and does not reckon 

with " d i v e r t h g  the  Danube" as you have stated in your letter. It 

only concerns the exploitation of part of the Danube waters as 

anticlpated in the 1977 Treaty .  For these  reasons Variant C can 

in no way jeopardize territorial integrity of the Republic of 

Hungary . 
In conclusion of your letter you propose that the dispute 

between our states concerning the Gab@iXovo - Nagymaros system of 

loçks be referred to the International Court of Justice in T h e  

Hague, 

I wonder what this proposal means for  the negotiations 

still in progress on using the gaod services or possibly the 

mediation by the EL Commission in settling the above mentioned 
dispute, 

L e t  me use t h i s  opportunity to recall that at t a l k s  of 

Government ~elegations held  as early as on July 15, 1991 the  

Czechoslovak side came to the conclusion that no positive results 

will be achieved at the level of bilateral talks and therefore 

proposed the participation of the  EC ~ommisslon in settling the 
dispute. The Government of the  Republic of Hungary which 

originally turned down this proposal began in Decernber 1991 

making it subject  ta the fulfilment of certain preliminary 

conditions. In May 1992, we w e r e  very close to reaching an 



agreement on involvement of the EC commission in settling the 

dispute. We were therefore disappointed by the decision of the 

Hungarian side not to take part in trilateral talks in vienna, 
with the participation of the EC commission, scheduled for May 

18, 1992. 

In s p i t e  of al1 difficulties which have so far not been 
overcome, the Czechoslovak side remains convinced that a mutual 

agreement on ways of settling the dispute through the mediation 

of the EC Commission is the quest ion of the not-too-distant 

future. You have reassured me of this in your letter of August 6 ,  

1992 in which you confirmed that *'FC experts should participate 
in the joint workw. Therefore I do not understand whether your 

letter of August 18, 1992 means that the Czech and Slovak Federal 

Republic should consider the proposa1 for refersing the dispute 

to the International Court of Justice a full stop after t a l k s  on 

using the  good services of the EC Commission. Should the letter 

in fact be rneant like this, then the proposa1 is a step backwards 
w i t h i n  the efforts ta find such a way of be solving the dispute 

which would be acceptable fo r  both sides. It would then mean that 
the results ço far reached at t a l k s  between the two sides and the 

EC Commission would be marred. It would mean in fact the opening 

of new talks on refersing t h e  dispute to the International Court 

of Justice in the Hague without any reason for hope that these 

new t a l k s  would be easier the those  held so far .  The process of 

seeking means of settlement of the dispute wauld thus again be 

prolonged, and damaqes caused to the Czech and Slovak Federal 

Republic by the course taken by the Hungarian s i d e  would contirne 
to increase. 

The Government of the Czech and Slovak Federal ~epublic has a 

high regard and respect for the International Court of Justice 

and is confident of the impartiality of its decisions. 

Nevertheless, at present, when t i m e  is a very important factor, 

it considers the conclusion of talks on the participation of the 

EC Commission in settling the dispute as urgent. More over a 

trilateral commission (the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic, the 

Republic of Hungary and t h e  EC Commission) can consider also 



other than legal aspects of the problem - particularly the 
ecological navigational and ecanomic ones. The conclusions of 

certain research work done in t h e  Czech and Slovak Federal 

Republic over the recent past are based on part ia l  results af the 

PHARE program concentrating on monitoring ground water in the  
Danubian   as in. Experts from sone EC countries are participating 
in its elaboration. These results can be used for considering the 

ecological aspects su much stressed by the Hungasian side. 

According to a letter by the Vice-President of the EC 

~ommission, Frans Andriessen, addressed to the Minister of 

Foreign ~ffairs of the Czech and Slovak Federal ~epublic, Jozef 

Moravgik, on July 30, 1992, the EC Commissian rernains ready to 
a s s i s t  our states in settling the Gab@ikovo - Nagymaras dispute. 
The EC Commission however, expects our states to agree on the 

extent of the  mandate of t h e  trilateral commission, including the 

EC commission. I therefore propose that experts  of both our 

Governments meet as soon as possible to speedily prepare a joint 

request addressed to the EC Commission. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to assure you, Dear Mr. 

Prime Minister, of my high consideration. 



Annex 122 

MINISER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
OF THE CZECH AND SLOVAK FEDERAL REPZTBLIC 

Prague, September 23, 1992 

Dear Mr. Minister, 

Thank you for your letter of September 14, 1992 containing proposals for the further course 
of action in settling the dispute over the GabEikovo-Nagymaros system of locks. 

The position of the Czech and Slrivak Federal Republic on these proposals will be explained 
in the corning days in a reply by Federal Prime Minister Mr. Jan StrAsky to the previouç 
letlers by Prime Minister Mr. Jhzçef Antall. 

Basically, the Czechoslovak position includes an offer to hold, as soon as possible, a meeting 

of experts of the Governments of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic and the Republic 
of Hungary aimed at a speedy preparation of a joint request to the EC Commission for 
providing assistance in resolving the dispute. 

The idea of using the services of the International Court of Justice achially means prolonging 
the process of seeking a suitable means of resolving the dispute and al1 this at a moment 
when time is a very important factor. 

Mer you familiarise with the detailed position of the Czech and Slovak Federnl Republic 
explained in the letter by Prime Minister Mr. Strdsky, 1 would welcome your reaction so that 

we could atternpt to jointly revive the process of negotiations as soon as possible. 
Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) Moravtik 

Mr. Geza Jeszensky 

Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Hungary 





LETTER OF 29 SEPTEMBER 1992 FROM THE HUriTGARIAN PRIME m S T E R  
TO THE CZECHOSLOVAK PRIME MIMSTER 

Dear Prime Minister, 

1 \vas grateful to receive your letter dated 23 September 1992. I must conclude with reget 
that the position of the Federai Govemment remains unchanged subsequent to a thorough 
consideration of the Declaration af the Governrnent of the &public of Hungary of 19 May 
1992. Zn the meantirne the work on the provisional solution is near completion which will 
lead to the unilateral diverrion of the Danube threatening the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of the Republic of Hungary. 

In connection with the extensive unilaterd work behg carried out on Czecho-Slovak 
t e m t o ~  1 wodd like to emphaçise that the Govemment of the Republic of Hungary was 
compelled to terminate the interstate Treaty of 1977 due to the serious ecologid perils 
created by putting the planned project Înto operation, and recornmendsd that negotiationç 
begin on the concIusion of a new interstate treaty. 

3 would lie to emphasise my regret by mentionhg ttiat despite the basic differenct of 
opinion in the Iegal assessrnent of this issue the Czeçho-Slovak Federal Governent 
refuses to accept my recommendarion and under the ptesmt circurnstances is unwilling to 
submit a joint request to the International Court of Justice at The Hague. In my opinion, 
the çettlement of the p r e d o h t l y  legd problam existing between ous countries may be 
achieved by having recoutse to the Tntemational Court of Justice at The Hague wtiich 
wciuld be in cornpiete h m o n y  with European values This is precisely why my 
Governent wili not relinquish its efforts to submit the points of dispute to the 
International Court of Justice at The Hague as soon as possible. 

Mr ,Jan  S t r a s k y  
Prime Minister ofthe Czech and Slovak 
Federai Republic 



Nevwtheless, 1 agree with you that the intersfate dispute has several aspects which codd 
be jointly assessed of through the establishment of a trilateral expert cornmittee including 
Europeari Communities specialists. 1 namally acknowledge that the body should be 
established and operated within the fiamework and conditions detemineci by Mr. F. 
Andriessen, the Vice-President of the European CommuMties Conunission. 

1 accepr threfore pur recommendation that the specialists of our govemments prepare, as 
soon as possible, joint request to be sent to the European Communities Commission and 
reach an understanding concerning the mandate of the p l m e d  rrilateral wmmittee. 

With regard to our muhial desise fOr the involvernent of the European Communities E 
secornend that we commission the foreign under smr- of state and the deputy 
miniçter of foreign &airs with the supervision of the negotiating delegations. 

The Hungarian delegation is prepated ro travel to Prague on 30 September 1992. I 
r e ~ m m e n d  that fiuther details be cornmunicated through our embassies. 

flease aecept my sincere regards. 

Budapest, 28 Septembar 1992 



Annex 124 

Letter of30 September 1992 from the Vice-PresidenE of the E.C. Commission to 
te Czechoslovak Foreign Minister 
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LETTER FROM THE CZECHOSZOVAK PRIME MINISTER TO THE HUNGmIAN 

PRIME MINISTER 

Prague, October 2 ,  1992 

Ref.No. 2088/92-PV 

Dear Prime Minister, 

I have received your letter of September 28, 1992 and 

welcomed the Eact that you have accepted, without any preliminary 

conditions, the  proposal f o r  opening t a l k s  of experts of Our 

Governments aimed at prepa r ing  a joint request ta the EC 

Commission as well .as the mandate f o r  the trilateral commission, 

as it corresponds to ou r  previous proposais. 

In view of the fact that 1 received your letter on Septembes 

29, 1992, the date you proposed is n o t  realiçtic, However, I 

believe that a , n e w  date f o r  talks will soon be agreed through 

diplornatic channels. 

, As regards the other issues dealt with in your letter, I 

would like to point out the following: 

The realization of the provisional technical solution does 

not involve t h e  diverting of t h e  Danube but o n l y  t h e  exploitation 

of part of t h e  Danube waters in a way envlsaged in the 1977 

Treaty. The provisional technical solution project iç built only 

on the territory of the  Czech and Slovak Federal Republic and 

does in no way affect the state border line. Therefore f do n s t  
agree with your claim that it jeopardizes the sovereignty and 

territorial integrity sf the  ~epublic of Hungary. The 

Czechoslovak s ide  has been undertaking on its territory only has 

Mr. 36zsef Antall 

Prime Flinister 



of the Republic of Hungary 

B u d a p e s t  

been agreed upon in the  1977 Treaty and the  treaty documents 

related to it. As soon as the Republic of Hungary resumes the 

fulfilment of its obligations arising £ r o m  t he  1977 Treaty, the 

Czech and Slovak Federal ~epublic is ready to complete t h e  

Gab@ikovo-Nagymaros system of locks an the b a s i s  of t h e  j o i n t l y  

agreed plan.  

The position of t h e  Government of t h e  Çzech and Slovak 

Federal ~epublic on the decision of the Government of the 

Republic of Hungary to terminate unilaterally the 1977 Treaty and 

the  treaty  documents related to it as well as on the reasons 

which made the Government of the Republic of Hungary to t a k e  such 

decision is included in my l e t t e r  of August 6, 1992. The 

Government of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic considers al1 

t h e  above-mentioned t r e a t y  documents still in force. 

Dear Mr Prime Minister, 1 am afraid t h a t  t h e  reasons for the 

position of t h e  Government of the Czech and Slovak Federal  

Republic as regards your proposal for referring the dispute to 

the International Court of Justice in The Bague contained in my 

letter of September 23, 1992 were not understoad quite well. At 

present when time is a very important factor, 1 consider it 

imperative to accomplish above a l 1  talks on the participation of 

the EC Commission in the settlement of the dispute', The opening 

of new talks on referring the  dispute  to the International  Court 

of Justice in The Hague would mean marring the results of the 
talks held so far between the  two sides and the EC Commission. 

Under Czechoslovak constitution the procedure for consideration 

and approval of the  proposal for referring the  dispute to the 

International Court of J u s t i c e  is very time-consuming. 

1 avail mysekf of this opportunity to assure you, Dear Mr 
Prime ~ i n i s t e r ,  of my high consideration. 



October 22,1992 

Aide Memoire of the CSFR Delegation 

regarding the talks of the delegations of the Czech and Slovak Federal RepubIic, 
the Hungarian Republic and the Commission of the European Communities on 
the establishment of the Tripartite Expert Commission in Brussels, on October 

22, 1992. 

The Czech and Slovak Federal RepubIic takes cornmitment that until the 

completion of the work of the Tripartite Commission it will not divert the flow of 

the Danube river from its present main riverbed, and al1 the measures which are 
now under way on the territory of the CSFR will ensure that the whole natural 

flow of the Danube will pass through the ald riverbed. In cornparison with the 

present state the hydrological conditions in the border section of the river wifl not 

be changed. 

Measures taken presently by the CSFR çannot be considered as definite damming 
of the river. It will serve only to shift the navigation line to the bypass canal. At 

the present situation it is possible either to transfer the navigation line as 
mentioned above or to remove al1 preparatory structures in the river. This would 

take four monthslunder favourable climatic conditions, including taking of 

necessary flood-protection measures. During this time the navigation would have 

to be completely stopped. 

The CSFR at the same time confirms that in the case the findings of the Tripartite 
Commission prove that the Gabcikovo Project has a significant adverse impact on 

the environment, it has al1 the technological means and necessary know-how to 

remedy structures and installations designed for the shifting of navigation line. 





The Statemant of t h e  ~ i n i e t r v  of Poreiqn ~ffaixs of the Slovak 
Repubric Coneerninq t h e  G ~ f k o v o - ~ a ~ a r ~ ~  ~roisct. 

The Ministry of  ~oreign Affairs of t h e  Slovak Republie, 
after the unsuccesful tsrmfnation of the negotiations of t h e  
t r i p a r t i t e  conmiiaaion in Bruaeels ,  fulfilling the  resolutions of 
t h e  Goverment of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic 
concerning the cons t ruc t ion  of tha GabElkova-Nagymaroa Project 
s t a t e s  that  at preeent s i tuat ion ,  undet- the preseure of technical 
and ecological circustances t h e  Czecho-Slovak side is forces to 
con t inue  the implementation of t h e  temporary alternative solution 
on t h e  Czecho-Slovak territory. During theae days, under 
favourable hydrologie conditions, the Danube water leveI is 
impounded enough to create condit ions f o r  t h e  dieplacement of the 
naviga t ion  into Lateral canal of the GabEfkovo-Nagymaros P r o j e c t .  
The p r e s e n t  stage of the construction does not allow other 
proceeding becauae Ln the case of audden increase of flow of the 
Danube, after i n t e r r u p t i o n  of worke, the naviga t ion  on t h e  Danube 
will be intexrupted f o r  a long t h e ,  and exteneive econamic 
damage would be caused. 

The structure of the temporary ~olution enablee to discharge 
the whole natural flow into the Danube, and thus  to avoid the 
impact on tha border sect ion and the tersitory of t h e  m n g a r i a n  
Republkc. The canal will be filled to such an extent that will 
create navigable cond i t i ons  f r o m  Noveraber 4 ,  1992, in accordance 
w i t h  the I n t e r n e t i o n a l  standarde binding for t h e  CSFR.' 

I n  the present s i t u a t i o n ,  additional very important 
towaxdcoming stap of the CÇFR i a  its offer temporarily not  to 
operate t h e  GabEikovo Power S t a t i 9 n .  I n t h i s  way, t h e  conditions 
for t h e  work of the t r i p a r t i t e  corniasion w i t h  the p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
of the expert8 of the European C o m u n i t i e s  have been created. 

The M i n i a t q  of Foreign Affairs of the ~1ovak"~epub l i c  
stresses t h a t  by a such proceeding no irreveraibla s i tuat ion will 
be created. A t  the same t h e ,  the ~inistry reminds that the 
Czecho-Slovak aide continuse to regieter al1 damage eauçed by t h e  
violation of t h e  tretay obligations by t h e  Hungarian Republiç. 
That  damage repreaente daily a sum surpaasing 20 mil  K E s .  
Nevertheleas, the Czecho-Slovak sida is willing to open the space 
f o r  further negotiationa on the GahCikovo-Nagymaros Project, 

The h i e t r y  of Foreign A f f a i r s  of the Slovak ~ e p u b l i c  is 
deeply convinced that t h e  present situation is being 
unnecesseraly dramatized, w h i l a  unavoldable technical solutions 
ara baing p~esented . a s  fa ta l  p o l i t i c a l  eventa. The Ministry 
believes that it will f ind underataning w i t h  the Hungairian s ide  
which will accept the facttial aasessment of the  whole problem. 

Bratislava, October 24,  1992 
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Agreed Minutes of the Meeting between the European Commission, the CSFR and 
Hungary on 28th October 1992 on the GabSikovo-Nngymaros Project 





Agreed Hinutes of the Meeting between the Euro ean Commission, the ÇSFR and 
Iiungary on r g t h  October 1992 on t h e  Gabcikovo/ R agyaiaros Project. 

1 )  It was agreed that a71 works on variant C of the GabcikovolNagymaros 
project-will be stopped-at a date spec i f i ed  by the EC Commisrion on 
the bas1 s o f  the f ac t  f inding m i s s i o n  compose! o f  one expert from 
each side (Cornmission, CSFR and Hungary), taking into account the 
risk o f  damage t o  existing structurer including nav iga t ion ,  o f  
ecological damage t o  the  region and o f  f loodi ng (Spring 1993 o r  
sudden sur es) .  The m l s s i o n  shall report  as soon as poss ib le ,  but 
not later ! han Satusday October 3lst at 12 noon. 

The CSFR undertakes to guarantee t o  mai n t a i n  the whole* tradi t i onal  
quanti ty of water i n t o  t h e  whole old Oanube riverbed, including the 
sec t ion  betneen Rajka and P a l  kodicobro, and t o  r e f ra i n  fsom operat ing 
t he  powerplant, 

2 1  A w o r k i n g g r o u p o f  exper t s sha l l  besetupimmediate ly ,  c o n s i s t i n g o f  
three experts norninated by the European Commission, a s s i s t e d  by one 
e x p e r t  ap ointed by HUB ary and the CSFR each. The three Commission g 9 exper ts  s a l  ï be specia i r t s  i n  respectively envisonmental matters, 
hydrology and water architecture. 

3 )  The task of the working group will be to: 

i )  make an on-s i te  inspect ion o f  the structures o f  variant 6; 

i i 1 assess the need and urgenc of these structures in the 1 i g h t  o f  Z the potential flooding ris , including the r i sk  o f  causing 
damage t o  already constructed parts; 

i i i 1 assess the  immedi a t e  conçequences/impacts o f  these structures 
relating ta: 

* envi ronmen t ; 

* hgdrological and water management aspects; 

* navigat ion,  and 

i v )  assess the r e v e r s i b i l i t y o f t h e s e  structures andas!ess the 
cost  for  restoring the status quo ante, i . e . ,  the situation 
existing pr ior  t o  the construction o f  the dam. 

w i l l  report i t s  f indings t o  the Trilateral Meeting t o  be 
held The grou[ i n  ruïsels on a date t o  be agreed by the three arties ( w i t h i n  

i FI 15 days) , and make suggestions on ur en t  measures t o  e taken. The 
f indings shall not  psejudice fhe e v i  ence produced within the contex t  
o f  the 1 egal procedures descri bed under paragraph 4 be low. 

41 BaththeCSFRandHungariandeleat ionsexpsessedtheircommitment  t o  f submit the dispute connected w i t  the GabcikovoJHagymaror p r a j e c t  
w i t h  al1 i t s  aspects, including legal, f inancia l  and eçological 
elements , to bi ndi ng international a r b i  tration or t o  the 
International Court of Justice. 

5 )  This  agreement does not prejudge the  legal 

For the Czech and Slovak Federation Delegation . 
For the Hungar i an De 1 egat i on 

For the European Cornai ss ion 





Hr Frans Andriessen 

Y ice-President 

of the Commission of 

the European Communities 

B r u s s e l s  

_ _ _ _ _ _ + _ _ _ - - - - -  

(Translation) 

P r a g u e ,  Hovember 4 ,  1 9 9 2  

Thank you for yaur l e t t e r  o f  O c t o b e r  30, 1992. 1 have t h e  

h o n o u r  ta i n f o r m  you t h a t  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  of t h e  C z e c h  a n d  Slovok 

Federa l  R e p u b l i c  h a s  discussed and a p p r o v e d  the Hinutes o f  t h e  

meeting of representatives of' the European Communities, the C z e c h  

a n d  SLovak F e d e r a l  Republic and t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  Hungary held in 

London on O c t o b e r  28,  1992, 

A s  regards t h e  question of stopping work on the V a r i a n t  C 

and the maintaining of waters  in the original riverbed of the 

Danube, t h e  Czech and Siovak Federal  R e p u b l i c  will respect  the 

positions of the fact-finding mission and t h e  expert  working 

group which w i l l  be an importaht means of interpretation of the 

cornrnitments arising from the Minutes. 

I n  connection u i t h  p o i n t  4 of the Hinutes, the Governrnent of 

t h e  Czech and Slovak Federal Republic w i l l  a p p l y  to the 



n e g o t i a t i o n s  on a compromise i n  tune u i t h  A r t i c l e  4 0  of t h e  I 
s t a t u t e s  o f  the International C o u r t  o f  Justice on the basis of l 
which the t w o  s t a t e s  uou ld  j o i n t l y  s u b m i t  t h e  d i s p u t e  over t h e  

Gabeikovo-MagymaroS s y s t e m  of locks  to t h e  International Court of 

Justice. 



Aqreed Minutes of the meet inq between the  CSFR, Hungary and the 

Euro~ean C m  i ss ion on the Gabc ikovo/l.lagymaraS ~ r o  lect . Brusse 1 s 

27 tJovernber 1992. 

The p a r t i e s  expressed t h e i r  appreciation for t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  the report  
by t he  W a r k i n g  Group of  e x p e r t s  and the  speed a t  whiçh i t was 

produced. 

On t h e  basis of  t h e  London k g r e e d  Minutes  of Oc tobe r  28 1992 and t h e  

above repor t  t he  foilowing was a g r e e g  

- T h e  CSFR and Hunçéry r e c o n f ~ r n e c  tP,eir Ccrnnitment t o  s u b m i t  t h e  

d i s p u t e  connec ted  w i t h  t h e  Gzbcikovo-l.i.gyrnaros p r o j e c t  w i t h  a11  i t s  

a s p e c t s ,  inc lud ing  l e g a l .  f i n a n c i a l  End ecoiogicai eiements, t o  the 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Cour t  of J u s t i c e .  t o  t h i s  end Zhey u n d e r t a k e  t o  

establ i s h  j o i n t t y ,  on the  b a s i s  cf the  p r o ç r e s s  made so f a r .  t h e  

s p e c i a l  agreement  f o r  t h e  subrnission i n  t h e  v e r y  nea r  fu tu re .  F o r  

t h i s  purpose a mee t ing  w i l l  t zke   lace i n  Budapest  i n  t he  week 

beginning 30 November 1992. 

- The CSFR and Hungary agree  t o  epply, pending t he  judgement b y  t h e  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Cour t  of J u s t i c e .  a t e m p ~ r a r y  reg ime  o f  management  o f  

the Danube water a l o n g  the  Iines of t h e  London Agreed Minu tes  o f  

28 Oc tobe r  1992 and based upon t h e  r e p o r t  of the W o r k i n g  Group o f  

e x p e r t s .  A t  t h e  request of t h e  two d e l e g a t i o n s  t h e  Commission wi  l l 

provide technical suppor t  f o r  t he  o p e r a t i o n  of such a r e g i m e .  

- The parties agree t o  hoid a f u r i s i e r  t r i p a r t i t e  mee t i ng  in Brussels 

w i  t h i n  f i  f teen days t o  f i n a  S i ze t h e  necessar  y a r rangemen ts  for  t h e  

zbove. 





COMMISSION 
OF THE EUROPEAfd 
COMMUNITIES 

Agreed ~ i ' n u t e s  of the m e e t ~ n q  betueen czechoslovakia, Hungary and 
the E U r o ~ e a n  commission on the G d b c i k o v o - ~ a c r v m a r o s  oro i cc t .  

1. ~ h e  ciechoslovak c n à  t i u n q c r ~ c n  D e i c c j z t i o n s  c x c h e n g e d  v l e c s  o n  possible 

nodalities fo r  t h e  tesporzry D z n ~ b e  W a L e r  : ranzccmcn:  Regina to be 
z p p l i e d  penaing c h e  ]ucqne:,t of t h e  I n t e r n z ~ i o n z l  Court of J U S C L C E  2 5  

env i szgcc i  by The  Tripzrtltc Y c C t l R S  in I?:-Ussels o n  2 7  !;ovcmùcr 1 9 5 2 .  

T h e  aiscussions verc z l a n ç  t h e  l i n e s  o f  rnc  L o n d o n  &.grecci   in ut es 
2 8  o c t o b e r  a n ~  bzscC on rhe E x p e r L  uorklncj  Group report of 
23 N o v e r b e r .  

In-an attempt to outline the broac fearures of 2 temporzry regime t h e  Y 
D e l e g a r i o n s  consiaered t h e  possibility of comhlnlng sever21 of t h e  
scenarias c o n t a i n r d  i n  r h c  report. 

~t uas agrccd thzt f u r t h e r  d e t ~ i l e d  t e c h n i c a l  discussions at e x p e r t s  
l eve l  would cake p l a c e  in t h e  near f u t u r e  u l t h  a vieu to a c c c l e r z t l n g  
the establishment of the tenporary u a t e r  regime. 

2 .  The  czechoslovak Delegatlon informed t h e  m e e t i n g  that it v i l 1  u s e  a l 1  
neans and take 211 necesszry mezsures to repair the damage causea by 
t h e  floods of 23-24 Novenber a s  soon a s  possible, so chat t h e  
ternporary Water Management ~ e g i m e  envisagecl a t  the ~ r i ~ a i t i t e  ~ e e r i n g  
on 27 ~o%,.e&er vil1 start f u n c t i o n i n g .  The  part i e s  further agreed 
that p.p& -, arget date for this should be on oz amund 15 Fzrch 
1993. Czechoslovakia will. make available tu the o t k e r  t w o  parties 

detailed information on t h e s e  works. 

3. ~ h e  parties discussed the establishment of a Joint 
Czechoslovak/~ungarian Water Hanagement C o r n m i t t e e .  A t  the reguest of 
t h e  Czechoslovak and Hungarian deleqations t h e  Eriropean ~ommissian 
vould provide t e c h n i c a l  assistance. 



The parties discussed and made further progress an a draft S p e c i a l  
P - g r e e m e n t  for the submission of t h e  case concerning t h e  Cahcikovo- 
13agymaros project to t h e  '~ntesnational Court of  uss si ce in t h e  near 
f u t u r e .  The parties ayreed  ta continue discussion aiming at t h e  e a r l y  
finalisacion of t h i s  f e x t .  

5 .  The p a r t i e s  u n d e r t o ~ k  to reconvene not later than 2 0  January 1993 uith 
a viev  to reach agreement on the temporary Water Hanagement R e g i r n e .  

For t h e  E u n q z r i z n  Dele~ation, 

s i g n e d  at Brussels rhis 11th Day of December 1 9 9 2 .  
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Unofficial translation 

Nr. 0 3 . 0 5 . 1 5 / 5 7  

Unoff i c ia l  translation of the letter of t h e  Prime Minister of the 

Hunqarian revolution qovernment Janos KSdas of November 27,  1957 

Cornrade 

V. sirokj 

Prime Minister 

P r a q u e  

Dear cornrade Prime Minister, 

the  governmental delegation of t h e  Hungarian People's 

Republic and Czechoslovak Republic discussed between July 18 and 

August 2 ,  1952 in Budapest t h e  guesLions of the  utilization of 

warer energy on the cornmon section of the Danube. The r e s u l t  of 

these discussions was t h e  conclusion of an agreement on 

utllizarion of water energy on the common section of the Danube 

between t he  mouth of t h e  river Morava and Visegrad according to 

the agreed technical p l a n s .  

According to agreement of the design organizations of both 

cauntries, the object of the wates utilization on the common 

section of t h e  Danube progressed forward. B u t  t h e  research works 

and design plans w e r e  delayed in the last y e a r s  and in t h e  

meantirne a lot of new circumstances which have influenced the  

previous plans. The questions connected w i t h  the construction 

of t h e  comrnon Czechoslovak-Austrian water work i n  Wolfsthal 

belong lo such circumstances and the utilization of water energy 

of t h e  Danube section between Wolfsthal - Nagymaros became a part  

of t h e  cornplex utilization of the Danube between Devin and the 

Black  Sea wi th in  the Council for Mutual Ecsnornic Help (COMECON) 

The Permanent Cornittee of COMECON, dealing with the complex 

utilization of the Danube considered for  necessary in h i s  

decision from the negotiations in ~oscow on September 10-14, 

1957, in connection w i t h  the fact that: the governrnents of: Hungary 

and the Czechoslovak Republic verify and agree the basic 

principles of the utilization of the Danube water energy, 

that the design arganization of both countries would elaborate 

together the detailed scheme of ~ h e  utilization of water energy 



in such a way that t h e  economy be guaranteed i n  t h e  highest 

possible share. 

With regard to the  above mentioned f a c t s  as well as to 

energetiç economy of bath  countries and respecting t h e  pro ject 

of great importance I recommend that the negotiations would Lake 

place between governmental delegations wiLh aim Lo clear t h e  

questions of t h e  hydropower plant planned on t h e  Hungarian- 

Czechoslovak section of the  Danube. 1 recommend f u r t h e r  that the 

commissions nominated by our governments meet for discussions in 

Budapest . in  December 1 9 5 7  or J a n u a r y  1958. 

The immediate negotiations are important a l s o  f o r  the façt 

that t h e  Permanent C o r n m i t t e e  of COMECON, in the question of 

cornplex utiliza~ion of the Danube, adopts t h e  declsion chat the 

design o r g a n i z a t i o n s  approve Che standpoint t o  t h e  question of 

the scheme of utilization of t h e  mentioned section of t h e  Danube 

and the research and design works of t h e  hydropower p l a n r  i n  

Visegrad aL t h e  negotiations in Prague in December 1 9 5 7  or l a t e r  

in Januasy 1958. Then the utilization of Che w a t e r  energy of the 

section of t h e  Danube from the Austrian-Czechoslovak frontier to 

Visegrad cornes to programme, especially t h e  composi~ion of the 

projects  for the hydropower p l a n t  in Visegrad. In this connection 

t h e  standpoint w i l l  be ~ h e  only  point af programme at t h e  session 

of the Permanent C o r n m i t t e e  of COMECON i n  J u l y  1958 in Prague 

which will be dealing with t h e  questions of t h e  complex 

utilization of the Danube. 

The government of the Hungarian People's Republic nominated 

the commission f o r  the negotiations of t h e  utilization of common 

section of the Danube. The chief of t h e  delegation i s  Antal A p r 6 ,  

the deputy president of the Hungarian revolution governrnent. The 

members of the governmental delegations are: Arp~d Kiss, chairman 

of the State planning office, Imré Degen, chief of the  S t a t e  

water management administration, Csenterics Sander, deputy 

minister of the heavy induslry. 

With aim to f a c i l i t a t e  Che works of the  governmential 

cormission I consider for appropriate to establish a commun 
restricted technical commission. 1 recommend t h a t  the technical 

commission begins tq work in Budapest on December 10 - 20, 1957. 

The composition of the Hungarian .part  of the preparatory 
technical commission is sent directly to the chairman of Che 



Cent ra l  office of water management af Czechoslovak Republic by 

t h e  chief of the State water management administration of t h e  

~ungarian People's ~epublic. 

1 ask you, comrade Prime Minister, to inform me about your 

standpoint to my proposal and in case of its adoption, I ask you 

to nominate the governrnental delegation for t h e  representàtion 

of the interests of t h e  Czechoslovak Republic. 

Budapest, November 27, 1957 

JSnos K 5 d a r 

P r i m e  MinisLer of t h e  H u n g a r i a n  

revulution government 





Unofficial translation 

F i n a l  p r o t o c o l  

of the r e su l t s  of negotiations of governmental delegations of t h e  

Czechoslovak Republic and the Hungarian People' s Republ ic on t h e  

utilization of water energy of the Danube in the section between 

~ratislava and Nagymaros held in Prague  on October 6 - 7 ,  1958 

The governmental delegations of C h e  Czechoslovak R e p u b l i c  

and  the Hungar i an  People's Republic discussed i n  P rague  o n  

October 6 - 7 ,  1958 t h e  question of cornmon utilization of water 

energy of the Danube i n  the following composition: 

Czechoslovak qovernmeneal deleqation: 

Karel P O 1 S C e k deputy P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  

c h i e f  of the delegation 

in:. O t a k a r  !? i m 13 n e k m i n i s t e r - c h a i r m a n  of t h e  S t a t e  

plannlng off içe 

i n Z .  dr. ?estmir 5 t O L 1 1-deputy minister of energetics 

and water management 

Joze f  K e 1 a s 11. deputy minister of enesgetics 

and w a t e r  management 

Kunqarian qovernrnental deleqation: 

A p r 6 Antal deputy P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  

chief of the delegation 

inS. K i s s Arpad chairman of the S t a t e  planning 

o f f i c e  

inZ .  D é g e n I m r e  general d i r e c t o r  of ~ h e  

Administration of water 

management 

i n S .  C s e n t e r i c s Sandor deputy minister O£ heavy 

indus t ry 

inE.  O s z t r o v s z k i Gyorgy permanent representative of 

Bungary in COMECON 

The governrnental delegations tr iedduringtheir  negotiations 

to agree unanimously . the plan of a jo in t  construction of water 

works on the Danube which will guarantee the increasing demands 

on the production of electrical energy in f u t u r e  as in the  



Czechoslovak Republic so also in the Hungarian People's Republic. 

On the basis of preparatory negotiations up to t h i s  time the 

governrnental delegations agreed as follows: 

1/ a )  both governmental delegations basiçally agree with the 

common design preparation and common investment 

construction of water works on the Czechoslovak-Hungarian 

section of the Danube and consider the  cornmon utilization 

of water energy of the Danube In the section Bratislava- 

Nagymaros desirable for  bath States, 

b)  both governrnental delegations agree that the construction 

of water works on t h e  Danube shou ld  be included into the 

prospective p l a n s  of the Czechoslovak Republic and 

Hungar i an  People's Republic up to 1 9 7 5 ,  

2 /  both  government delegations agree to s t a r t  as first 

construçtion of the waterwork near Nagymaros in t h e  years  

1961 - 1 9 6 5 .  With this aim, the Czechoslovak-Hungarian 

expert commission guarantees to elaborate the Preliminary 

P r o j e c ~  for t h i s  water work up to September 1, 1 9 5 9 ,  

3 /  bath governmental delegations agree that t h e  State planning 

o f f i c e s  of t h e  Czechoslovak Republic and the Hunga r i an  

People's Republic disçuss in presence of some members of 

t h e  Czechoslovak-Hungarian expert commission t h e  optimum 

t i m e  schedule of the construction of w a t e r  work Nagymaros 

and submit the agreed plan f o r  L h e  construction of a j o i n t  

w a t e r  werk on the  Danube Nagymaros i n  1965 - 1965 up to 

October 1 5 .  1959 . 
By discussing time sçhedule and plan of t h e  construcrion 

the start of works in 1960 will be taken into account, 

4 /  both governmental delegations Look i n ~ o  account that the 

results of works of the Czechoslovak-Hungarian expert 

commission on the utilization scheme of the Danube in the 

common section had nst the  sufficient accuracy and 

completenesç and it is not possible to decide w i t h  

reliability on the utilization scheme of the Danube in the 

section Bratislava-Nagymaros. 

Therefore the ~zechoslovak-~un~arian expert commission 

guarantees the elaboration of more precise and comparative 
documents (on the same basis) with cornplex approach for  the 

whole section from Bratislava to Nagymaros in four 



variants : 

a) the diversion canal on Ihe left side of t he  Danube 

b) the diversion canal of the Danube an t h e  right side of 

t h e  Danube 

c) the diversion canal partially on the l e f t  s ide and 

partially on t h e  right s ide  

dl construcLion of river steps. 

The common expert commission evaluates these variants, 

proposes to the governmental delegations t h e  mos t appropr i a t e  

solution and time schedule of the construction of individual 

water works and subrnits  this documentation up to the end of 1960  

to the Soviet design institute Hydroprojekt, 

5/ both governmental delegacions agree that the r e s u l  ts of 
works up to this time on the  utilization scheme of the 

cornmon section of the Danube would be handed over to the 

Secretariat of the Permanent Commission f o r  economic, 

scientific and t e c h n i c a l  cooperation in t h e  area of 

electrical energy so t h a t  between the f ixed p o i n t s  ef t h e  

whole scheme, i. e .  betwe~n the waterwork Wolfsthal- 

Bratislava and waterwork Nagymaros will be set the sçherne 

according Lo point 4 / ,  

6 /  both delegatlons agree t h a t  the Czechaslovak-Hungarian 

expert commission prepares Ihe documents f o r  t h e  proposa1 

on the division of energy between both States as well as 

on participation in construction of particular water works 

and investment means and submits them to the governrnent 

delegations up to March 1 5 ,  1959.  This measure w i l l  no t  

limit the preparation fo r  the  conskniction of waterwork 

Nagymaros . 
7 1  both governmental delegatlons agree that first the 

agreements of both governments are necessary for the 

construction of the mentioned watemorks. 

Done in Prague on October 7 ,  1958 in two copies in Czech and 

Hungarian, both having the  same valldity. 

For the Czechoslovak delegation: For the Hungarian delegation: 

Kaxel PolSEek Apr6 Antal 





(Translation) 
M i n u t e s  

from talks of experts in internarional law from the Czechoslovak 

Socia l i s t  Republic and the Hungarian People '  s Republic on 

questions of implernentation o f  the 1977 Treaty on the 

Construction and Operation of the GabEikovo-Nagymaros Systern of 

Locks and Related Documents. 

A s  agreed on September  9 ,  1989 by Deputy Prime Minister of 

t h e  Czechoslovak Socialist Republic comrade Hrivnak and Deputy 

Prime ~inister of t h e  Hungar ian  People's Republic comrade 

Megyessy, experts in internacional l a w  £rom t h e  Czechoslovak 

S û c i a l i s t  Republic and  t h e  Hungarian People's Republ ic  m e t  in 

Prague on September 1 8  - 2 0 ,  1 9 0 9  to deal wieh questions of 

impiemenzacion of t h e  1 9 7 3  T r e a t y  on t h e  Constr.succion and 

Operation of the GabEikovo-Naqymaros S y s t e m  of Locks and Fielated 

Documents. 

The names of participants a r e  listed i n  Enclosure 1 

Boch delegations exchanged detailed information on c n e l r  

views and posicions on t h e  international legal a s p e c t s  of 

irnplementation of t h e  above 1977 T r e a t y .  

The positions of experts from the  Hungarian People's 

Republic a re  defined in E n c l o s u r e  2 and those from t h e  

Czechoslovak People's Republic in Enclosure 3 .  

Bach delegations announced they would inform their compecenr 

bodies of Che course of  t h e  t a l k s .  

The experts talks were held in a f r i e n d l y  and matter-af - f acz 

atrnosphere and had the  n a t u r e  of an infarmative meeting. 

Done ac Prague on ~ e p t e m b e r  20, 1989 i n  t w o  or ig ina l  copi?s 

1 
in the Czesh and Hungasian languages, bath having equal validicy. 

Signature 

(illegible) 

Head of the  

Czechoslovak delegation 

Signacure 

(illegible) 

Head of the 

Hungarian delegat ion 



EncLoçure 1 
Hunsarian delesation 

Dr B a n  T a d s  

Minis t ry  of Justice, head of department. had of delegation 

Dr B r u h c s Janos 

Janus Pannonius University, Associated Professor,  head of chair, 

vice- dean 

r F O d O r Janos 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, head of department 

Dr V a 1 k i LSszl6 

Eotvos LSrSnd University, Faculty of State L a w  and Legal Sc iences  

Budapest, University Prof essor, head of chair 

Dr T a c a r Gyorgy 

F i r s t  Secre ta ry  of the Embassy of t h e  Hungarian People's Republlc 

in Prague 

v 2 r a d i ~ a j o s  

I n t e r p r e t e r  - Consu l  of t h e  Consulare General of t h e  Hungarisn 

People' s Republic in Bratislava 

Czech~slovak deleqation 

Professor Otto K u n z ,  Doctor of Sciences 

Direc to r  of the  Instituce fo r  international politics arQ 

international law of Charles University, head of t h e  d e l o g a ~ ~ ~ n  

Professor ceçtmir ? e p e 1 k a, Doctor of Sciences 

Member of international l a w  chair of the  F a c u l t y  of L a w  of 

Charles University, memer of the delegation 

 osef fi na D a r A O v 2 

Office of che Presidium of the Government of the Czechas lo -~ak  

Socialist Republic, member of the  delegation 

Juraj K r 6 1 i k, Candidate of Sciences 

Adviser to the Plenipotentiary of the Government of t h e  

Czechoslovak Social içt Republ ic and the Government of the S lovak 

Socialist Republic f o r  the  canstruction of the GabEikovo- 

Nagymaros system of locks,  member of the delegation 

Ludëk K r a  j h a n z  1 

Head of the international contractual law division or' =P.? 

Ministry of Forelgn Affairs, member of the delegation 

Petr V y r o u b a 1  

~nternational contractual law division of the Ministry of F o r e ~ g n  

3 9 6  
A£ £airs ,  member of the  delegation 



Enclosure 2 
Position of ~unqarian exDerts 

1) According to ~ungarian experts in questions of ~onstruction 

of the system of locks on the Danube, from the viewpoint  of 

international law it is necessary to proceed £ r o m  and take into 

consideration not only t h e  1977 inter-state agreement but a l s o  

the general p r inc ip les  of international l a w  and its regulacions, 

particularly t h e  right of non-navigation use of international 

water courses and t he  norms of international law concerning the 
protection of environment. These provide f o r  increaçed attention 

to t h e  p ro tec t ion  of environment, cooperation between Sta tes  and 

f o r  gaodwill ac t a l k s  leading t o  agreement. Proceeding from c h e s e  

l n o m s ,  both sides are obliged to take necessary measureç when 

I noricing ecological threats in arder to escape them. The meaçures 

m u s t  include necessary investigations and j o i n t  evaluatlon of 

results and the decision - j o i n t  definitian - whac sna~ld be 

done. Provided the parties find it necessary the case may be c h a r  

t he  treaty and re la ted  documents and regulations will have tû te 

hamonized  wieh  the conclusions of results of investigacions Far 

the period of investigations and elaboration of j o i n t  regu1arrlsr.s 

the sides - in conforrnity w i t h  regulations of inrernational 13.4 - 

I m u s t  rationally suspend conscrucrion work so  as C O  a1f3Ld 

1 undesirable ecological effects, economic disadvantages etc. 

2 )  The above statement proves unequivocally that the decisizn zf 

1 t h e  Hungarian Government to suspend cons~ruction work is no= 1: 

I variance w i t h  the norms of international law. In such  case.  :::? 

l Czechoslovak side is obliged to conduct talks in goodw~ll 3rd. 
l uncil t h e  ciifferences of opin ion  are settled, bear responsibi?::;. 

for work done by this side. 

1 
3 )  Since the decisions made so far by the Hungarian side have 2oc 

violared the noms  of internalional law it bearç no 
1 ~ responsibility as regards a compensation f o r  damage e i t h e r .  I c  

is also too early to assess any material effects. Hungarian 

experts consider it necessary to point out  thdt c.d=r 

international legal . regulat ions on responsibil ity , damages can  

be claimed only on the basis of paral le l  existence of :x,3 

conditions: the  violation of law and the really suffered damagi. 

3 9 7  



In this particular case the  two conditions are absent. 

41 The Hungarian experts s t a t e d w i t h  regret t h a t  the Czechaslovak 

deleqation did not  have the opportunity to get acquainted with 

the  necessary details concerning t h e  unilateral measure in the 

area of the Dunakiliti water reservoir. Nevercheless, it can be 

resolutely said chat the  considered pravisional ~echnical 

solution would s e r i o u ç l y  v io la t e  t h e  1977 inter-state Lreacy as 

well as agreements concluded becween the tno states on sliate 

barder, border  waters, navigation on t h e  Danube and the Paris 

peace treary. 

Enclosurz 3 

Views of Czechoslovak experts in intesnaclonal law 

The Czechoslovak experts have qua1 i f  i ~ d  Che decisions of the 

Government of t h e  Hungarian People's Republic of M a y  13, 1989 and 

July 2 0 ,  1989 a s  u n i l a t e r a l  acrs nor. r5specLing t h e  way of 

settling points a t  issue specified by Che 1977 Treaty- AL the  

same time chis açc is at variance w i t h  common internacional 

contractual law codified in Article 5 7  of the 1969 Vienna 

Convention on Contractual Law. 

The unilareral suspension of implementation of t h e  T r e a t y  

and related contractual documents is considered by Czechoslovak 

experts a breach of dufies arising from tirnetables of the 

construcrion of the system of locks, 

The Czechoslovak experts pointed to t h e  g e n e r a l l y  r e c o g n i ~ ~ Q  

princ ip les  of c o m n  international l a w  concerning t h e  

responsibility of, states f o r  a breach of international 

contractual obligations and the duty to compensate f o r  the  damage 

caused by such breacheç. In this connection they staced t h a t  by 

the above-mentioned curseni: conduct on t h e  pa r t  of t h e  Hungarian 
1 

People's Republic has caused to the Cz@~hoalovak Socia l i se  

3 9 8  Republic damge f o r  whiçh t h e  Hungarian People's Republic has to 

compensate in conformity with Article 26 of t h e  1977 T r e a t y .  



The Czechoslovak experts expressed the conviction that the  
1977 Treaty and related contractual documents as well as other  

bilateral agreements ~oncerning ecological questions took to a 

sufficient extent into accaunt the ecological aspects of t h e  

construction and operation of t h e  GabEikovo-Nagymaros s y s t e m  of 

locks and provide a suf  ficient basis for t h e  rnusual ly agreed 'and 

ecologically safe operation of t h e  system of loçks. ~ h e Y  

recalled, i n t e r  a l i a ,  t h e  al ready expressed readiness of che 

~zechoslovak side to start negotiarions on the protection of t h e  

quality of water  of the Danube in connection with t h e  operacian 

of t h e  syçeem of  l ocks .  

The Czechoslovak experts informed of rhe cheorecicall; 

considered possibility of a substitutional temporary technlcal 

solurien to which the Czechoslovak s i d e  would  be forced in rne  

even t  t h e  H u n g a r i a n  People's Republic unilaterally discontinues 

or suspends f o r  a long per iod  of tirne work  an  t h e  construction 

of  t h e  GabCikovo p a r t  of the system of l o c k s .  The Czechoslovak 

experts stressed t h e  temporary n a t u r e  of s u c h  a possible solution 

aimed at centributing to t h e  f u l f i l r n e n t  of t h e  purpose of ~ ? . e  

1 9 7 7  Treaty and ar  the same tirne to reducing the extent of damage 

which would be caused ta the Czechoslovak srde by this c o n d ~ c c  

of t h e  Hungarian People's Republic. 

In t h i s  respect the Czechoslovak experrs pointed to ck.2 

readiness of the Czechoslovak side t a  çomplete the GabEikovz- 

Nagymaros system of locks in t une  with Che 1 9 7 7  TreaZy oh 122 

condition the Hungarian People's Republic shows t h e  saze 

willingness and cornpensates for t h e  damage caused = s  

Czechoslovakia in the past and in t h e  f u t u r e  by t h e  unilaceral 

violation of the Treaty by the Hungarian side, 

The Czechoslovak experts stated chat they found no legal 

reasons which would preclude a possible realizarion of this 

substitutional temporary s o l u t i o n  in the formof counter-rneasures 
on the Czechoslovak side. This solution would a lso  not  affect t,ho 

exiçting line of s t a t e  border. 





Joint Operative Group Time Sehedule of Putting the Water Work ~ a d & o v o  into 
operation 









Information Concesniog the Tesmination of Construction Work on Nagymaros Barrage 
and Delay in the Construction o f  Water Work GabEilovo 





INFORMATION CONCERNING THE TERMINATION OF CONSTRUCTION WORK ON 

NAGYMAROS BARRAGE AND DELAY IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF WATER WORK 

G A B ~ ~  KOVO 

This information was elaborated by the Secretariat of the  

Danube Commission within the cornpetence given to the Danube 

Commission, in article 8 of the Convention an Navigation Regime 

on the Danube and on the  basis of decision of 49th Session of t he  

Danube Commission, ( S E S  4 9 / 2 4 ) ,  approved by t h e  plenary meeting 

on 2 3  - 4  -1991, narnely: 

"to urge t h e  governments of the Danubian c o u n t r i e s  to comply m o r e  

strictly with the provisions of Art ic le  3 of t h e  Convention on 

Navigation Regirne on t h e  Danube and with Recommendations 

concerning profiles of navigation route, hydrotechnical and other 

çonstructlons on the Danube." 

In ordal guarantee and improve conditions on the Danube, t h e  

Danube Commission elabarated and agreed at its X V I I ,  XX, XXI, 

XXXIII and XLV sessions Ihe  Recommendations concerning profiles 

of navigation route, hydrotechnical and o the r  constructions on 

t h e  Danube. 

With the aim to realize these Recommendations through 

p r o ~ e c t s  and p lans  of the Danubian countries a Plan of basic 

works aimed ts improve t h e  navigation was elaborated. The Danube 

Commission approwed the  P l a n  final for  t h e  period 1961 - 1965, 

and than for  the periods 1966-1970,1980-1990 and fo r  some 

sections even f o r  the period after t h e  year 2 0 0 0 .  

The main aim of the envisaged works f o r  this period was: 

- to guarantee the recomended profiles of the navigation route 

along the whole navigation section of the Danube, and especially 

the minimal deplhs, which are as follew, according to these 

recommendations of the Danube Commission: 

In the section Kelheim - Regensburg (2111,69 - 2379,OO rkml 

- i n  impounded sect ions  of the river:  

a) at least  27 dm in the sections with eas i l y  eroded river 

bottom, 

h)  at least 28  dm in the sections with stony and /threshold/ 

river bottom 1 



In the section Regensburg - Kachlet (2379,OO - 2230,72 km) 

- in sections with natural river flow: 

a )  at least 18,5 dm in sections with easily eroded river 

bottom, 

b) at least  1 9 , 5  dm in sections with s t o n y  and / ~ h r e s h o l d /  

river bottom, 

- in impounded sections of the river: 

a )  over 27 dm in sections w i t h  easily eroded river bottom, 

b) at least 2 8  dm in sections with stony and / thresholdJ  

rapids river bottom, 

I n  t h e  s e c t i o n  Kachlet - Vienna ( 2 2 3 0 , 7 2  - 1 9 2 0 , 3 0  rkrn):  

- in sections w i t h  n a t u r a l  river flow: 

al at lease 2 0  dm in sections with eas i l y  eroded r iver  

bottom, 

b )  at l eas t  21 dm in sections w i t h  stony and /threshold/ 

r iver  bottom, 

- in impounded sections of the r iver:  

a)  at least 27 dm i n  sections w i t h  easily eroded river 

boltom, 

b) at least 2 8  dm i n  sections w i t h  stony and /threshold/ 

river bottom, 

In t h e  sect ion Vienna - Braila ( 1 9 2 0 , 3 0  - 1 7 0 , 0 0  rkm) 

- at least 2 5  dm In sections with natcral river flow, 

- aL least 3 5  dm in impounded sections of the river, 

In the section B r a i l a  - Sulina (170,OO - 0,00 rkrn) at least 

24 feet (73 dm). 

Several important regulation works were completed during 

previons  stages of the Plan of basic works on the  Danube, 

including 28 water works - hydrotechnical consthuctions - f r o m  

among the total 2 9  constructions 

planned by t he  Plans for construction and developmenç of the 

navigation route on the Danube. 

More than 30% of the whole navigation length of L h e  Danube 

was channelled as consequence of the these constructions. 

The le t te rs  ' of the representatives of Hungary and 

Czechoslovakia jn the Danube Commission w e r e  sent  to the chairmen 

of the Danube Commission w l t h  reference to the mentioned Plan and 

the Agreement between Czechoslovakia and Hungary signed in March 



1979, together with an information concerning "The construction 

of a joint System of water works on C h e  Danube GabCikovo- 

N a p a r o s  and questions of navigation r e l a t ed  there tou . The 
planning and projects preparation of this System had a long 

h i s t o r y ,  but its realization began only in 1 9 7 8 .  

The main international instruments which i s  the basis of t he  

constniction of the  system i s  "The Treaty between the 

Czechoslovak Socialist Republic and the  Hungarian People's 

Republic concerning the construction and operation of the  

GabCikovo-Nagymaros system of locks" signed in Budapest on 16. 

Seprember 1977: 

"The system is situated i n  the section of t he  Danube at rkm 

1860 - 1 6 5 7  and represents a technical and economic irnçeparable 

unit. The construction of the  whole System w i l l  remove t h e  

p r e s e n t  unfavourable conditions for navigation in this section 

(where t h e  average depth i s  only 18 dm and during low discharges 

only 1 4  dm) and where t h e  formation of shallow water hinders t h e  

navigation of hundreds of ships from al1 Danubian countrieç. 

After t h e  completion of t h e  System of water works t h e  

navigat ion route will have the following parameters: 

minimal depth of the navigation r o u t e  in t h i s  section: 

1860-1696,25 km - 35  dm 

1696'25 - 1657 km - 3 0  dm 

minimal width - 180 rn 

minimal curve radius - 1000 m 
utilizable lengeh of navigation locks - 2 7 5  rn 

utilizable width of water locks - 34 m 

what corresponds w i t h  the recommendations of the Danube 

Commission. 

The navigation will be possible day and night in both 

directions along t h e  whole section of the Danube within the 

System. The navigation time between Bratislava and Budapest, 

including the navigation through the locks, w i l l  be shortened by 

10% as compared to the present time necessary for navigation. 

The Danube Commission considered the propoçalç of mngasy 

and the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic fo having these 

motives in minci.  



The construction was unanimously included by Danubian s t a t e s  

I n  the Plan of basic works geved to achievement recommended 

p r o f i l e s  of the navigation route, hydrotechnical and other 

c~nstructions on the Danube in the  period 2981 - 1990 (DK/SES 

42/13) . 
The Plan of basic works was s e t  up in accordance with 

Article 8 f b  of the Convention on the  Navigation Regime on the 

Danube and approved by the  decision of the second session of the 

Danube Commission (DK/SES 4 2 / 4 2 )  . This plan assumes t h e  execution 

of hydrotechnical works  by al1 Danubian states i n  order  to 

açhieve t h e  depths and widths of the navigation route along t h e  

whole navigation route  i n  accordance with Recommendations 

concerning profiles of the navigation rou re ,  hydrotechnical and 

o t h e r  constructions on the Danube, approved by the Danube 

Commission in 1979. 

The Danube Commission learned, in 1989 ,  from mass media 

about t h e  ternporary suspension of t h e  construction works in 

Nagymares. Some rnonths later, in autumn 1989, t h e  Danube 

Commission learned once again from t he  press about the decision 

of the Hungarian Par l iamenL to terminate the construction of the 

system of water works prepared j o i n t l y  w i t - h  t h e  Czechoslovak s i d e  

and to s tas t  bilateral negotiations with the aim to look for a 

compromise solution as for as t he  f u t u r e  of the G/N Psoject is 

concerned.  

It must be mentioned i n  this connection that from t h e  

beginning of the consrruction of the System of water works, a11 

works in the  said section w e r e  concentrated solely on the 

construction itself and no preventive and protective works t o  

maintain the  navigation conditions were perfomed. 

As a r e s u l t  of the schedule af construction works navigation 

conditions alonq the whole section deteriorated even if compared 

with already previous inconvenient navigation conditions. For 

example in the period between April 1, 1989 and March 31, 1990 
the depths in the Czechoslovak and Czechoslovak-Hungarian section 

of the Danube decreased and were under 25  dm for more than 200 

days per year, from what 106 days they w e r e  under 20  dm and 55 
days under 16 dm. This deterioration of the navigation conditions 

continued in 1990-1991 and can be observed also nowadays. 

E.g. £rom September to November 1991 there were minimal 



degths 130-140 cm in shallow section. Thus the up Lo present t h e  

the recarnanded profiles have not been ensured in this section of 

the Danube. 

In February 1990, the Association of West European 

industrial and commercial chamberç in the region of the Rhine, 

t h e  Rhône and the Danube reacted to this situation and in 

connection with approaching opening of the channel Rhine-Plain- 

Danube, where such obstacles f o r  navigation w i l l  not exist, sent 

the following resolution to the Danube Commission: 

"The Association of west European chambess demands the 

irnmediate continuation of works aimed to wlden t h e  river bed of 

t h e  Danube in Austria and renewal of w o r k s  i n  Hungary.  

The Association cal1 on t h e  Federal Government Austrian and 

t h e  Lands of Vienna and Lower Austria Lo speed up the elaborarion 

of t h e  strategy concerning t h e  navigation on t h e  Danube between 

~reifenstein and the f r o n t i e r  and c a l l s  on t h e  Hungarian 

Government to continue j o i n t l y  and according to t h e  T r e a t y  with 

the Czechoslovak Republic t h e  works i n  t h e  area of Nagymaros. The 

present: slate of works, under which the completed GabEikovo p a r t  

of the project  cannot be put into operation because of t h e  

missing Nagymaros p a r t ,  i s  s u r e l y  n o t  satisfactory. The 

navigation conditions in thiç section of the Danube are nowadays 

worse than  before t h e  beginning of construction works on t h e  

cornmon section of the Danube." 

The resolution of the ~ssociation of West European chambess 

was answered from the  Hungarian side by the r n i n i s t e r  of transport 

and water management: 

"Yeu are surely infomed about t he  Eurepean realize, as 

published in the  press, that the termination of t h e  construction 

of the System of water works was decided especially with regard 

to ecological principles and demands which were not considered 
adequatly earlier. We trying since the termination of the 

construction, to find a solution which would be acceptable f o r  

nelghbouring countries from the ecological and economic points 

of view /.../ 
Nevertheler 1 would like to draw your attention to another 

important fact, that'Lhe mentioned section af the Danube is in 

the length of 150 km a comon Slovak-Hungarian section and thus 

a l1  projeces can be realized only if agreed by neighbouring 



c o u n t r i e s . "  l 
1 . I 

In Octwber 1990, the director  O$ the secretariat  of the 

Danube Commission who participated i n  the works of the 35th 

conference of directors of the Danube navigation companies, 

informed Ihe Danube Commission as foll~ws: 

"In connection w i t h  existing serious dif f iculties concerning 

the navigation on the Danube and nit; losses  caused by these 

difficulties and endured by the navigat$on companies, the  chiefs 

of the delegations of the Danube navigation campanies directed 

t h e  following demand to cornpetent organisations of Hungary and 
l 

Romania and drawn t h e i r  attention to ; the deterioration of the  

navigation r o u t e  in the area of I4a9ymar&s and the mouth of branch 

Gogosu1 . 1 

The navigation companies decided to ask t h e  Danube 

Commission f o r  a help to find o u t  a solution af the problern which 

belongs to the  cornpetence of t h e  ~ a n u b é  Commission according to 

the Belgrade Convention of 1948." I 
I 

In Deceder 1 9 9 0 ,  t h e  representa,tive of the USSR in t h e  
! 

Danube Commission reacted to t h e  leteer of the AssociaLion of 

industrial and commercial çhambers and informed the Danube 
I 

Commission as follows: 1 
"The USÇR favored always, in al1 lactivities of the Danube 

Commission, the respect for article 3 of the Convention on the 
l 

Navigation Regime on the  Danube which s e t s  up the obligation of 

the Danubian States "to maintain the& sections of the Danube 

navigable f o r  r ive r  s h i p s  and on dete'mined sections also for 

maritime ships and to perform unavoidab'le norks to guarantee and 

irnprove the navigation in the navigatibn route of ehe Danube. 
By the end of 1992, the planned putting of the channel ~ a i n -  

Danube into operation makeç even more urgent the of narrow places 

on the Danube in order to allow the dtilization of the Danube 

water route in the larges possible extènt. 

The Soviet shipping organizations suppose that  the worry of 
1 

the Association of West European cdmmercial and industrial 

chambers for  the area of Rhine - ~ h ô n é  - Danube concerning the 
! 

navigation in the  given river sections jshould draw the  attention 

ai the Danube Commission. It iç recormnknded that the Secretariat 
I 

of the Gomission contacts the ment ioned~ssoc ia t ionwith  the aim 

to realize the proposed couperation. " ! 



The Secretariat of the Danube Carmiss ion research a l e t t e r  

inMarch 1991 f romthe  government of the Czech-and-Slovak Federaf 

Republiç concerning its v i e w  as to Ihe resolution of t h e  

Assaciation of West European commercial and industrial chambers 

for the area of Rhine - Rhône - Danube. 

"1 have the  honour to submit herewith you the standpoint of 

Czechoslovakia to your letter Nr. DK 147iUÇ-1990 concerning the 

acceleration of works fo r  the enlargement of the Danube in the 

German and Austrian section in connection with t h e  resolu~ion of 

the Association of West European commercial and industrial 

chambers in the area of Rhine - Rhône - Danube of 16.2.1990. 

From the previouç direc t  correspondence w e  have been 

informed about the initiative of I h e  West European commercial and 

industrial chambers in the area of Rhine - Rhône -Danube 

concesning t h e  improvernent of navigation on the Danube between 

Vienna and Budapest. The Federal Ministry of Transport share 

unequivocaly positive standpoint in the question of Ehe 

definitive completion of the System of water works GabEikovo- 

Nagymasos because this construction with improve the conditions 

of navigation on approximately 210 km lone reach of t h e  Danube, 

including 60 km long ford section where every year exist smaller 

depths than recomrnended by t h e  Danube Commission. The Federal 

Ministry of Transport supports in this sense the definitive 

solution of these prohlem in al1 national as well as 

international fora. 

The negotiations of governmental delegations of the Czech 1 

and Slovak Federal Republic and Ihe Hungarian Republiç concerning 

the cornplex solution of problems of the construction and 

aperation of water works GabCikovo-Nagyniaros are righr now 

i 
begining reparated. There will be an effort to camplete t h e  I I 

construction of the G/N System of water works w i t h  gradua1 1 
I 

putting of separate constructions i n t o  operation." 1 

The Danube Comission,  at i t s  49th session on April 1991, 
adopted the Replat ion  DK/SES 49 /24 ,  mentioned at t h e  beginning 

of this information, and concerning the necessity of strict: 

cornplisuce with Recommendationç for profiles of the navigation , 

route, hydrodyriakic and other constnicr ions on the Danube. I 
t 

AEter the 49th session the representatives of member states l 

of the Danube Commission received two invitations: 



The f irst invitation was initiabed by the government of the  

Czech and Slovak Federal Republic and proposed to visi t GabElkovo 

and Bratislava, to meet the representlatives of the Governrnent and 

the Ministry of Water Management ok Çlovakia w i t h  t he  aim to 
1 

exchange information an the construction of the hydroenercpt ic  

and navigation systern in the  region lof GabClkovo. The programme 

of the visit was realized and the! I representatives of member 

states of the Danube Corr imiss ion  w e r e l  I inf ormed on June 6 ,  1991 by 

the compefent authorities of t h e  Czech and Slovak Federal 

Republic about the state of construkt l ion of hydroenergeeic and 

navigation systern in GabEikovo and bhe causes of suspension of 

putting this system into operation. 1 
The sirnilar meeting with the kame goai  - exchange of t h e  

newese i n f a m a t i o n  - of t h e  repdesentatives of t h e  Danube 

Commission took place a t  t h e  begiLning , of J u l y  1991 on the 

invitation of the Hungarian governmènt. 

The participants inspected, during t h i s  meeting, the  section 
I 

with natural flow of the Danube I 'frorn Rajka to Genyo. The 

representatives of the competent ~unbarian authorities presented 

the information about t h e  notifying If the Hungarian decision to 

stop the  construction on of the hyproenergetic l and navigation 

system Gabcikavo-Nagparos. I 
l 

During these meetings, the ~zechoslovak and Hungarian sides 

ensured represenratives of Lhe ~anub ' e  Commission t h a  t both sides 

are t rying to find a solution, withib b i l a t e r a l  talks, concernig 

the  f u t u r e  of the project which kould satiçfy the needç of 

navigation and at the same tkme to comply w i t h  t he  

Recomendations of the Danube commission. 
In hguçt  1991 the representative l of the Republic Hungary 

in the Danube Commission addressed i n  August 1991 a leteer to the 

Preçident of the Danube Commission kith the following demand: 

D e a r  Mr. Pop, 

y ~ u  are surely in£ ormed chat on July 2 7 ,  1991 the Czech and 

Slovak Federal Republic began to fil1 up the power canal of the 

Systern of water woeks ~ a b ~ i k ~ v o - ~ a & n a r o s  I and in this connection 

even before these works were starced t he  Hungarian government 
I expressed ifs disagreement. 1 

The last tirne, an June 30, the! government of the Hungarian 

Republic s e n t  a N o t e  verbal co4taining a protest againsr 

4 1 6  1 I 



unilateral steps of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic because 

Czechoslovakia takes the water necessary to fil1 up the canal 

from the Danube which is a common frontier and this is not 

conformity with the Joint Agreement concerning the fulfilment of 

the Interstate Treaty on the G/N System of water works of 1977. 

The Government of the Republic of Hungary decided to 

continue the dialogue with the Czechoslovak Government on the 

future prospect of the system of water works and continued the 

preparatory works for the regular round of negotiations on 

international level which will be held in September. 

We hope that through the enduring dialogue, the Hungarian 

and Czechoslovak sides will find a common solution which will be 

satisfactory for al1 Danubian countries. 

Budapest, July 31, 1991" 

In August 1991 the Commission received the letter of the l 

representative of Czechoslovakia who submitted the following 

proposa1 : 
! 
1 
1 
l 

"Dear Mr. President, 1 
I 

1 was requested by the Czechoslovak government to inform you 1 
1 

about the situation in the construction of the System of water l 

! 
works and about further activities of the Czechoslovak side 

I 
1 

concerning the construction of the system aimed to guarantee the 

conditions of navigation in the area of water work GabCikovo. 1 
1 
1 

The Danube Commission was informed about the construction 
1 

of the G/N Project, its technical solution and aims to be reached 

by the construction, as for as the improvement of conditions of l 

navigation is concerned, by both treaty parties in February 1979. I 

The Hungarian Government adopted the decision on the 

imrnediate suspention of the Construction of the Nagymaros step l 

on May 13, 1989 and on August 2, 1989 it adopted the resolution 

to the works on the damming of the river bed of the Danube near 

to the Dunakiliti weir. 

Thus also the works on the Gabëikovo part of the project were 

stopped and subsequektly on the whole Hungarian part of the 

System of water works. 

The Czechoslovak side is trying al1 the time but still 

without result to achieve the reneval of works. The negotiations 

of the governmental delegations of Hungary and Czechoslovakia 
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took place on April 22, 1991 in Budapest and on July 15, 1991 in 

Bratislava. The Czechoslovak side tried to reach an agreement, 

during these negotiations, on the joint completion of the l 
construction and on putting of the G/N System into operation. The 

Hungarian side rejected the proposals of the Czechoslovak side. 

It demanded to anulate the interstate Treaty and proposed to 

realize some unspecified measures for restoration of the 

territory, but it did not submit any technical or economic ideas 

of substitute the basic functions of the System of water works, l 

including conditions for international navigation on the Danube. 
I 

The recommended profiles of the navigation route in this 

section of the Danube cannot be guaranteed by technologies 

utilized up to this time. It will be possible only by means of 

construction of steps as it was realized in Austria and Germany - 

by the construction of water works in upper part of the Danube, 

and also in Romania and Yugoslavia in the area of Iron Gate. Our 

research and practice support this statements. 

Together with the Danubian countries also other European 

countries are interested in the improvement of conditions of 

navigation in this critical section of the Danube. Their interest 

increases with putting of the channel Danube-Main-Rhine 

into operation in September 1992. The manifestation of this 

interest was expressed in the Resolution of the Association of 

West European industrial and commercial chambers of February 1990 

in which the Association asked the Government of Austria to keep 

the section of the Danube below Vienna navigable and asked the 

Governments of Czechoslovakia and Hungary to complete works on 

the construction of the System of water works and thus to 

eliminate one of the last barriers of navigation on the Danube. 

According to results negotiations with the Hungarian side 

it is justific to suppose that the standpoint of the Hungarian 

Government and Parliament concerning the posibiliti of common 

completion of the project has not changed. Therefore the 

Czechoslovak side has decided to realize exclusively on its own 

territory such technical measures that with decrease partially 

occuring damages and will make possible to put into operation at 

least the GabEikovo part of the project by measure a temporary 

solution unless the Hungarian side returns to the joint 

completion of the System. 



The water work GabCikovo being once put into operation by 

means of a temporary solution with guarantee through al1 the you 

the navigation profiles in the are of GabEikovo water work in 

fa11 cornpliance with recommendations of the Danube Commission. 

The Czecho-Slovak side supposes that the Hungarian side will 

not agree even with temporary solution of putting the water work 

GabCikovo into operation. Therefore, being intended by the 

Government, 1 would be grateful if you could inform the 

representatives of the member states of the Danube Commission 

about Our intended activities and ask them to take up a position 

to this intended solution. In the interest to clarify al1 

questions and to give an additional information Czechoslovak side 

for your consideration the meeting of representatives of member 

states of the Danube Commission to be hald in the second half of 

kugust 1991. I 

Two Danubian countries - Romania and Eulgaria - expressed 

their view to the Czechoslovak proposa1 and were ready to support 
1 I 

the organize the meeting of the Danube Commission. The letter of l 

Romanian competent authorities is dated September 1991 and the 
1 

letter of Bulqarian authorities is dated October 1991. 
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I)lan des Grands 'l'r;iv;i~iï Visant l'obtention des Gabarits Recon~r~iandes sur Le Danube 
dans I'intéret de la Navigatioii 





PLAN DES GRANDS TRAVAUX 
VISANT L'OBTENTION DES GABARITS RECOMMANDES 
SUR LE DANUBE DANS L'INTERET DE LA NAVIGATION 



INTRODUCTION 

Le présen t  Plan des grands travaux v i s a n t  l'ab- 
t e n t i o n  des gabarits  recommandes s u r  le Danube dans 
1 %tntér%t de la nav iga t ion  (CD/SES 3 5 / 2 1 ) ,  ! dresse, en 
vertu de l'article 8 de la Convent ion  reladive  au r6-e 
de la navigation s u r  le Danube, s u r  la base des proposi- 
t ions et des pro j e t s  des pays danubiens a et& adopté par 
d&cision de la XXXVe s e s s i o n  de l a  Commission du Danube 
(duc. CD/SbS 35/29) . I 

1 
I 

Ca Plan prévoit  les travaux hydroéechniques qui  
seront ex4cutés par les pays danubiens juçqu l'an 1980 
(pour quelques secteurs du Danube, jusqu h g  an 2m0) afin 
d'obtenir s u r  tout le parcours navigable du/ f leuve les 
profondeurs et larqeurs de chena 1 reeondant aux Recomman- 
dations relatives a la&tablissement des gabarits du chenal ,  
des ouvrages hydrotechniques et autres sur  le Danube, 
adoptQes par la Commission du Danube en 1975. 

Dans son essence, le Plan traite de l a  construc- 
t ion  envisage@ d 'un grand nombre de centrales hydrauliques 
sur le Danube a f i n  que l'entier parcours du f leuve soit 
transformé l'avenir en une voie navigablelprofonde. 

l 



- Sur  le  Haut -f;anube, --- !s ;:~::c.e.ur ea a v a l  de 1 ' ~ ç a a r ;  il 
es t  n é c e s s a i r e  d ' y  e x é c u t e r  dcs ..iragagCs en permanence. D e s  
c o n d i t i o n s  analogues  se préue.n!.z+::.c 3a::s l a  zone 03 prend f i n  
l a  r e t enue  d e  la c€~?+t -a le  I:$:l:.:>!! ! : i ] i ~ c  92 Kach le t ,  d e  l a  
v i l l e  de  ~ i l s h o f e n  .. 

- Le s e c t e u r  auc r i ch i e t i  z . a r 3 c t é r i s é  p a r  d e s  
d e  r e t e n u e  et d e s  sec?.:i:-,s à c o u r a n t  libre; pour  

l ' a v e n i r ,  il est e n v i s a g é  de ci-5er p z r  l a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
d  ' a u t r e s  c e n t r a l e s  h y d r a u l i q u ~ s  :.\i:ie c.haïne c o n t i n u e  d e  b a r -  
r a g e s ,  ce q u i  p e r m e t t r s  d 'ob:.ii,r. .. :- les r jnbar i t s  recommandés 
p a r  l a  ~ o m m i s s i o n  du Danube 

- -... Sur  le  s e c t e u r  clcliécosl~;~.~aco-hongrois, - - le  s e c t e u r  
e n t r e  Rajka e t  Gdnyc y compris. L'unique e t  r a t i o n n e l  moyen 
d ' o b t e n i r  les g a b a r i t s  de  ciier:a i recormnandés pour  ce s e c t e u r  
est  l a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  de c e n t r a  l e s  Iiydraul lques ,  

- Sur  le s e c t e u r  honqrolç. dans  l a  r ég ion  de Budafok 
(km 1638,OO - 1637 ,@Cl ) ,  les -p rofondeurs  e t  l a r g e u r s  e n r e g i s -  
trées s o n t  r espec t ivement  de 1.9 :ln e t  de 80-100 m 2 1 'ENR. 
I l  s ' avère  donc n é c e s s a i r e  de pc\zrsuivrre le dragage  e t  les 
t r avaux  d e  r é g u l a r i s a z i o n  af.:r, .: ' a pp ro fcnd i r  e t  d  ' é l a r g i r  le  
c h e n a l  dans  c e t t e  r ég ion .  

- Sur  le  as-Danube, 1.e s e c t e u r  Drobeta-Turnu Seve r in  - 
i ~ r s i ï a ;  on n ' a  pas r & u s s i  ti auqmcnter s u r  c e r t a i n s  s e u i l s  l a  

pqofonueur e t  l a  l a r g e u r  de  c h e n a l  jusqu 'aux v a l e u r s  recomman- 
dées .  A i n s i  p a r  exemple, s u r  fe s e c t e u r  de s e u i l s  dans  l a  
r ég ion  d e  B a t i n  (km 529,OO-524'50). en 1973 on a  o b s e r v é  Pen- 
d a n t  33 j ou r s  d e s  p rofondeurs  3c 2 0  d m  p a r  r a p p o r t  à 1'ENR. 
Afin d  ' o b t e n i r  les g a b a r i t s  de. r h e n s l  recommandés, on env i s age  
d e  c o n s t r u i r e  également. s u r  c . ~  s-:cct.eur des  c e n t r a l e s  hy- 
d r a u l i q u e s ,  

- Sur le s e c t e u r  de l 'embouchure d u  Danube, de grandes  
q u a n t i t é s  d ' a l l u v i o n s  se déposen t  s u r  le l i t t o r a l ,  ce q u i  
forme un o b s t a c l e  Four le .  t r a f i c  d e s  bâ t iments .  Pour  a s s u r e r  
1 ' e n t r é e  dans l e  Danube et l a  s o r t i e  e n  m e r ,  il s ' avè r e  
n é c e s s a i r e  d e  p o u r s u i v r e  chaque année l a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  de s  
digues s u r  l a  b a r r e  de S u l i n a  'e'?. d ' e x é c u t e r  d e s  t r a v a u x  d e  
dragage pcuvant a s s u - e r  les ga h3 r i ts  de chena 1 recommandés. 

2.  Iiauteur hbre d e s ~ r i s s e s  navrqab les  des ponts -- 
. . 

Outre  les p ro fcndeu r s  et l .a rgeurs  de c h e n a l  i n s u f f i -  
s a n t e s ,  il existe sur le Danube p l u s i e u r s  ponts d o n t  les pas- 
ses nav igab l e s  n ' on t  pas  les h a u t e u r s  l i b r e s  recommandées 
au  HNN, comme le. montre d ' a ' i l1eur . s  le ~ a b l e a u '  No 2 ,  



2. ~ménagement du  s e c t e u r  tchécoslovaco-hongrois  
p a r  l a  c r é a t i o n  d e  r e t e n u e s  

La r 6 a l i s a t i o n  d e s  p r o j e t s  - échelonnés  s u r  p l u s i e u r s  
années  - de c o n s t r u c t i o n  du système d e  c e n t r a l e s  hydrau- . . 
: l iques  ~ a b 6 i k o v o  - Nagymaros permet t ra  d e  créer dans  un 
proche a v e n i r  de  bonnes c o n d i t i o n s  de n a v i g a t i o n  s u r  le 
s e c t e u r  t chécos lovaco-honqro i s ,  ec notamment s u r  le s e c t e u r  : 
d e  s e u i l s  Rajka - Ganyiî ou ,  s a n s  l a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d u d i t  
système d e  c e n t r a l e s  h y d r a u l i q u e s ,  il s e r a i t  imposs ib l e  
d 'assurer les g a b a r i t s  de chena 1 recommandés. La cons t ruc -  
t i o n . d u  systéme de  c e n t r a l e s  hyd rau l i ques  ~abërikovo-Nagy- 
rnd.ros amé l io r e r a  les c o n d i t i o n s  de  l a  n a v i g a t i o n  s u r  un  
s e c t e u r  de  200 km de  l onq ,  de  B r a t i s l a v a  a Budanest ,  Le 
système se compose d e  3 complexes fondamentauk, 3 s a v o i r  l e  
b a r r a g e  ~ r u g o v  - D u n a k i l r t i ,  .la c e n t r a l e  hyd ro -é l ec t r i que  
d e  ~ a b 8 i k o u o  e t  l a  c e n t r a l e  hydrau l i .que de  Nagymaros, 

2-1. Le b a r r a g e  ~ r u d o v  - ~ u n a k i l i t i  ( k m  1842,00) 

C e  b a r r a g e  c r é e r a  s u r  l e  Danube une r e t e n u e  
don t  le  n iveau  a t t e i n d r a  131 , lO  m au-dessus du n iveau  d e .  l a  
m e r .  

Le b a s s i n  de  r e t e n u e  s e r a  d o t é  d e  d i g u e s  l a t é r a l e s  e t  
s ' é t e n d r a  s u r  une s u r f a c e  d ' e a u  de 50 km'. L ' eau  accumulée 
dans  l e  b a s s i n  de  r e t e n u e  s e r a  u t i . l i s é e  pour  le régime d e  
p o i n t e  de  l a  c e n t r a l e  hyd ro -é l ec t r i que  ~ a b 6 i k o v o .  Le b a r r a g e -  
d é v e r s o i r  ~ r u & o v  - D u n a k i l i t i ,  avec l e  cana 1 d 'amenée , p o u r r a  
évacue r  d e s  d é b i t s  de c r u e s  Q 0,01% = 15.000 &/sec, ~ e ' b a r -  
r age-déverso i r  a u r a  7 p e r t u i s  évacua t eu r s  de 24 rn d e  l a r g e  e t  
une é c l u s e  d e  n a v i g a t i o n  pourvue,  du caté du bief amont, '  
d 'une vanne-segment, e t  du ca té  du b i e f  a v a l ,  d e  p o r t e s  
c o u l i s s a n t e s .  Quand le  c a n a l  d  'amenée de l a  c e n t r a l e .  hydro- 
é l e c t r i q u e  . ~ a b Z i k o v o  s e r a  m i s  h o r s - s e r v i c e  pour  c o n t r a l e  o u  
r é p a r a t i o n ,  1 ' éc lu se  a s s . ~ r e r a  l a  n a v i g a t i o n  à t r a v e r s  1 ' an-  
c i e n  lit du Danube. ik u a r r a g e  ~ r u z o v  - D u n a k i l i t i  s e r a  
c o n s t r u i t  e n  dehors  du lit du Danube e t  n e  gêne ra  pas  la na- 
v i g a t i o n  d u r a n t  l a  p é r i o d e  de c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  Au moment de l a  
m i s e  e n  eau  du b a s s i n  d e  r e t e n u e  et du c a n a l  d e  d é r i v a t b n ,  
a p r è s  que  le lit n a t u r e l  du Danube a u r a  été b a r r é ,  'la navi- 
g a t i o n  s e r a  in te r rompue  pendant  3-5 j ou r s ,  

L a  longueur  du c a n a l  d  'amenée d e  l a  d é r i v a t i o n -  d e .  la 
centrale hyd ro -é l ec t r i que  ~ a b z i k o v o  s e r a  d e  17 ,6  km. Les ' 

r e m b l a i s  d e s  d igues  du c a n a l  a u r o n t  une h a u t e u r  maximale de 
18 ni e t  l a  crête d e s  d i g u e s  du  c a n a l ,  p a r  r a p p o r t  au  n i v e a u  

.maximal h y d r o s t a t i q u e  d a n s  le c a n a l ,  de  2,O m, La l a r g e u r  
a u  p la fond  du c a n a l  s e r a  d e  350 m ,  e t  devan t  l a  c e n t r a l e ' h y -  
d r o - d l e c t r i q u e  ~ a b g i k w o ,  e l l e  a t t e i n d r a  650 m a f i n  d ' a s s u r e r  

' 

d e s  c o n d i t i o n s  p l u s  avan t ageuses  pour l a  n a v i g a t i o n .  3 
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COMMISSION DU DANUBE 
~uarante-deuxième seçsion 

D E C Z S I O N  

DE LA QUARANTE-DEUXIEME S E S S I O N  DE La\ C O W I I S S I O N  DU DANUBE 

concernant les q u e s t i o n s  hydrotechniaues 

, . -  ( # d o ? : . ~ ~  c :-: s d a ~ : c s  , rZ2ni6; lk  i;;i 23  ,T.;ars : ? d g )  

Après a v o i r  examiné le p o i n t  2 de l'ordre du  jour, 
a i n s i  que  Pa partie du  Rappor t  du g r o u p e  de t r ~ v z i l  poGr 
les q u e s t i o n s  t e c h n i q u e s  t r a i t a n t  des  questions hydro-  
t e chn iques ,  l.2 Quarante-deuxième sess ion  de 1.z Comis- 
sion du Danube DZCIDE:  

1. S'approuver le Plan p o u r  12 p3riode 1981 - 1 4 9 0  
.les grzndç  t r z v a u x  v i s a n t  1' obtention des g z b z r i t s  bu cise 
,,al, des ouvraqes hydrotechniques c o u t r e s  recommand6s 
sur le Danube (doc, CD/SES 4 2 / 1 3 )  ; 

2 .  de prendre n o t e  de l'lntormation sur l'entretien 
du chena l  naviga~le et sur les s e u i l s  du Danube d161rn à 
Sulina pour 1a pér iode  du ler a v r i l  1982 au 31 mars 1983 
Edoc, CD/SES 42,'s); 

3 .  de 'pre~drc  note Ze l a  partie e u  !?apport. c e  l a  
réun ion  d'experts pour les q u e s t i o n s  t e c h n i q u e s  t r a i t a n t  
des questions hydrotechniques (doc. CD/S.ES 4 2 / 1 4 )  ; 

4 ,  d12pprouver la partie du R a p p o r t  du groupe de 
travail pour  les q u e s t i o n s  t e c h n i q u e s  t r a i t a n t  des que$- . . 
t i o n s  hydrotechniques (doc. CD/SES 42/01 
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Annex 139 

(Extract) 

"Navigation et Fleuves", 133, décembre 1990 





CD!. 76/III-1991 
Le 18 mars 1991 

E x t r a i t  du journal  "Navigation e t  
f leuves"  du Serv ice  d ' Informat ion 
d e  l a  S o c i é t é  au t r i ch i enne  d e  l a  
nav iga t ion  f l u v i a l e  e t  marit ime 
No 133, décembre 1990, pages 1 - 4  . 

- LA N A V I G A T I O N  I N T E R I E U R E  DANS LA REGION DU DANUBE - 

Le professeur  Dr Franz Pisecky passe  en revue l a  
s i t u a t i o n  de l a  navigat ion i n t é r i e u r e  dans l a  région d u  
Danube à l a  v e i l l e  de  l ' o u v e r t u r e  de l a  vo ie  de t r a n s i t  
Rhin-Main-Danube e t  après  " l ' o u v e r t u r e "  d e s  E t a t s  de 
l 'Europe de l ' E s t .  

L e  Danube e s t  l e  second f l euve  du con t inen t  quant  5 
sa  longueur (2888 km, dont 2 4 1 4  k m  s o n t  à c e  moment navi- 
gables  pour des  bâtiments à grands  g a b a r i t s )  e t  l e  premier 
quant à son d é b i t  d ' eau .  La  r ég ion  du Danube d i f f è r e  substan-  
t i e l l e x e n t  de l a  r c j i o n  d u  Zhin non seulement par s e s  dimen- 
s ions  géographiques mais a u s s i  par  ses dimensions économique: 

7 

La rég ion  danubienne couvre  817 000 kmL, c ' e s t - à - d i r e  
l a  mo i t i é  du cont inen t ;  de  ce f a i t  e l l e  est q u a t r e  f o i s  
p lus  grande que l a  région du Rhin. 

Tandis que s u r  le Rhin, don t  le  s e c t e u r  navigable  
mesure 870 km envi ron ,  on t r a n s p o r t e  chaque année e n t r e  
270 e t  280 m i l l i o n s  de  tonnes  d e  marchandises,  s u r  l e  DanuSc 
q u i  est presque t r o i s  f o i s  p l u s  l o n g ,  on en t r a n s p o r t e  a n n u e l l e  
m e n t  seulement e n t r e  90-95 m i l l i o n s  d e  tonnes .  Les causes ,  
q u i  o n t  mené a ces volumes d e - t r a n s p o r t  d e  marchandises 
grandement r é d u i t s  s u r  l e  Danube, s o n t ,  avan t  t o u t e  chose,  
l a  d e n s i t é  moindre d e  l a  popu la t ion  e t  d e  l ' imp lan ta t ion  de  
centres i n d u s t r i e l s  dans les l i m i t e s  du b a s s i n  du Danube. 
La r ég ion  a une populat ion d e  86 m i l l i o n s  environ,  ce q u i  
c o n s t i t u e  un peu p l u s  de  l a  m o i t i é  des h a b i t a n t s  d e s  pays 
s i t u é s  dans  le  b a s s i n  du Rhin; o u t e f o i s  l a  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
au commerce mondial est d e  1/25 du volume de  marchandises . 
t r a n s p o r t é e s  dans  la  r ég ion  Rhénane. 

Exceptant  l a  Bavière ,  l ' A u t r i c h e  e t  l a  R S F T C ~  e t  S,  
les pays danubiens a v a i e n t  jusqu 'à  ces d e r n i è r e s  décennies 
une s t r u c t u r e  d e  développement agraire. Ce n ' e s t  que dans 
le passé  r é c e n t  qu'un processus  d ' i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  a eu 
l i e u  dans  la r ég ion ,  s u i t e  auque l  l ' i n d e x  i n d u s t r i e l  a 
septuplé .  Mais.les conséquences 6conomiques e t  sociales d e  



ce . p r o c e s s u s  o n t  é t é  s e n s i b l e m e n t  f r e i n é e s  p a r  l a >  m a n i è r e  
d e  ' g e s t i o n  d i r e c t i v i s t e  a p p l i q u é e  p a r  les  s y s t è m e s  écono- 
miques e t  p o l i t i q u e s  d e  cet te  r é g i o n .  D e  ce f a i t ,  l a  n é c e s -  
s i t é  d e  r a t t r a p e r  l e  temps pe rdu  es t  é v i d e n t e .  Ce n ' e s t  
q u ' a u j o u r d ' h u i ,  a p r è s  les événements  p o l i t i q u e s  de l a  der- 
n i g r e  a n n é e ,  q u e  nous pouvons nous r e p r é s e n t e r  d a n s  ses 
d i m e n s i o n s  réelles e n  q u e l l e  mesure  l a  p l u s  g r a n d e  p a r t i e  
du  Danube d o i t  être c o n s i d é r é e  comme une  r é g i o n  e n  c o u r s  d e  
déve loppemen t ,  s u r c h a r g é e  d ' u n e  g r a n d e  q u a n t i t é  d e  p r o b l è m e s  
e t  d e  t â c h e s  q u i  a t t e n d e n t  l e u r  s o l u t i o n .  I l  f a u t  a v o i r  e n  
vue  e n  m ê m e  t emps  les p o s s i b i l i t é s  é l a r g i ' e s  d e  l ' o u v e r t u r e  
du  marché e t  d e . l ' e x p a n s i o n  économique. L ' o u v e r t u r e  d u  c a n a l  
Rhin-Main-Danube, p r o j e t é e  à ê t re  r é a l i s é e  d a n s  deux  a n s ,  
r e p r é s e n t e r a  u n  j a l o n  s u r  ce chemin;  s o n  i m p o r t a n c e  d é p a s s e  
l es  l i m i t e s  du t r a n s p o r t  e t  est à même d ' a c c é l é r e r  l a  dyna-  
mique d e  déve loppement  d e  t o u t  l e  c o n t i n e n t ,  f a i t  q u e  l ' o n  
p e u t  p r e s s e n t i r  a u j o u r d ' h u i  d é j à .  La Commission du Danube 
a v a i t  & l a b o r é  d u r a n t  les a n n é e s  6 0  d e s  d i s p o s i t i o n s  o b l i g a -  
to i res  d u  p o i n t  d e  vue du d r o i t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  nécessaires 
à l a  r é a l i s a t i o n  du p l a n  p a r  é t a p e s .  d e  1 ' é l a r g i s s e m e n t  d u  
f l e u v e  e t  d e  sa t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  en  une a r t è r e  d e  n a v i g a t i o n  
à grand  g a b a r i t .  Le p remie r  b a r r a g e  h y d r a u l i q u e  a v a i t  c o m m e  
b u t  d ' a t t e i n d r e  e n  a v a l  d e  Vienne l a  p r o f o n d e u r  n a v i g a b l e  
minimum d e  2,s m e t  celle d e  2 m e n  amont d e  l a  c a p i t a l e  
f é d é r a l e  d e  l ' A u t r i c h e .  

D'une f a ç o n  g é n é r a l e  ce t t e  p r e m i è r e  é t a p e  e s t  r é a l i s é e  
d é j à  e n  A u t r i c h e .  L ' é t a p e  d e s  t r a v a u x  d e  r é g u l a r i s a t i o n  d u  
Danube n ' a  p a s  é té  r é a l i s é e  e n c o r e  s u r  l e  s e c t e u r  f r o n t a l i e r  
t c h é c o s l o v a c o - h o n g r o i s .  E l l e  a é té  r é a l i s é e  p a r t i e l l e m e n t  
s u r  l e  s e c t e u r  roumain du Danube où ,  à ce moment, il y  a 
d ' i m p o r t a n t s  d é p ô t s  d ' a l l u v i o n s  dans  l e  lit du  f l e u v e  e n  
a v a l  du  s y s t è m e  h y d r o - é n e r g é t i q u e  D j e r d a p  2,  les t r a v a u x  dc 
d r a g a g e  n ' é t a n t  en tamés  q u e  s u i t e  à d e s  p r o t e s t a t i o n s .  

. .. . . . . 
La d e u x i è m e  e t a p e  d e s  t r a v a u x  d ' é l a r g i s s e m e n t  d u  lit 

d u  Danube , ayan t  pour  b u t  l ' o b t e n t i o n  d ' u n e  p r o f o n d e u r  minimum 
de 3,s m e n  ava'i de Vienne e t  d e  2,7 m e n  amont de V i e n n e ,  
e x i g e  p o u r  sa r é a l i s a t i o n  la  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d e  b a r r a g e s  hydrau- ' ,  

' 

l i q u e s .  A c t u e l l e m e n t ,  le  s e c t e u r  n a v i g a b l e  du  Danube d e  
Kehlheim à S u l i n a  a  été é l a r g i  p a r  l ' e n t r e m i s e  d e  s e i z e  
b a r r a g e s  d o n t  t r e i z e  comprennent  a u s s i  d e s  c e n t r a l e s  hydro -  
é l e c t r i q u e s  . C i n q  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  se t r o u v e n t  s u r  le  s e c t e u r  
b a v a r o i s  q u i ,  de S t r a u b i n g  à V i l s h o f e n ,  n ' e s t  p a s  a d a p t é  
t o u t e f o i s  à l a  p r o f o n d e u r  de 2 , s  m; neuf  s o n t  s i t u é s  s u r  l e  
s e c t e u r  a u t r i c h i e n  e t  deux  s u r  l e  s e c t e u r  yougos l avo - roumain .  
I l  est  r e g r e t t a b l e  que  l a  r é g u l a r i s a t i o n  du s e c t e u r  bavarois 
n e  s o i t  p r é v u e  q u e  pour  l ' a n  2000.  Ac . tue i lement  o n  n c  p e u t  y  
réaliser des t r a n s p o r t s  de m a r c h a n d i s e s  p a r  des b â t i m e n t s  dc 
1900  t o n n e s  à p l e i n e  c h a r g e  q u e  d u r a n t  4 0 %  de l ' a n n é e .  Le 
s e c t e u r  a u t r i c h i e n  du  Danube a été complè tement  é l a r g i  s u r  
70% d e  ses 350 km d e  1ong.ueur. 



J u s q u ' à  p r é s e n t  l ' A u t r i c h e  a d é p e n s é  à ces b u t s  74  
m i l l i a r d s  de schillings a u t r i c h i e n s ,  s o i t  9 m i l l i a r d s   de.'^^, 
d o n t  40% p o u r  des t r a v a u x  d e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  ( é c l u s e s ,  e t c . ) ,  
e f f e c t u é s  e x c l u s i v e m e n t  d a n s  l e s  b u t s  d e  l a  n a v i g a t i o n .  

S i x  a n n é e s  d u r a n t ,  les a c t i o n s  d e s  " v e r t s "  o n t  e n t r a v é  
d e ' l a  m a n i è r e  l a  p l u s  c o n t r a i r e  a u  bon s e n s ,  à l a  s t r a t é g i e  
e t  a u x  b u t s  à l o n g u e  é c h e a n c e  d e  l a  p o l i t i q u e  d e  p r é s e r v a t i o n  
d e  l ' e n v i r o n n e m e n t ,  l e  d é r o u l e m e n t  d e s  t r a v a u x  p o u r  l ' é l a r -  
g i s s e m e n t  d u  lit d u  Danube e n t r e  V i e n n e  e t  l a  f r o n t i e r e  . 
tchécoslovaco-autrichienne. C ' e s t  a i n s i  q u ' u n e  d é t é r i o r a t i o n  
p e r m a n e n t e  d e s  c o n d i t i o n s  d e  n a v i g a t i o n  a e u  l i e u  s u r  ce 
s e c t e u r ,  s u i t e  à l ' a p p r o f o n d i s s e m e n t  d u  lit du f l e u v e  e t , c l e s t  
j u s t e m e n t  les r é g i o n s  q u i  d e v a i e n t  ê t r e  d é c l a r é e s  z o n e s  d e  
r é s e r v a t i o n  n a t i o n a l e  q u i  se t r o u v e n t  menacées  d e  ce f a i t  
p a r  l a  sécheresse. 

La s i t u a t i o n  e s t  e n c o r e  p i r e  s u r ' l e  s e c t e u r  t c h e c o -  
s l o v a c o - h o n g r o i s  du Danube o ù  d u r a n t  l a  d e r n i e r c  dfccrin i (: I I 

n i v e a u  d ' e a u  d a n s  l e  c h e n a l  n ' a  p a s  a t t e i n t  2 , 5  m a u  c o u r s  
d ' u n  t i e r s  d e  l ' a n n é e .  T a n d i s  q u e  l a  p a r t i e  t c h é c o s l o v a q u e  a 
m o d i f i é  ses d é c i s i o n s ,  r e p r e n a n t  l es  t r a v a u x  i n t e r r o m p u s  à l a  
c e n t r a l e  h y d r a u l i q u e  de G a b e i k o v o ,  q u i  é t a i t  à peu p r è s  t e r m i n é e ,  
d u  côté h o n g r o i s  les t r a v a u x  s o n t  r es tés  i n t e r r o m p u s  j u s q u ' à  
p r é s e n t  e t ,  s u i t e  à l a  d é r i v a t i o n  d u  lit d u  f l e u v e ,  à l ' e x i s -  
t e n c e  du c a n a l  d e  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  d e s  b a r r a g e s  e t c . ,  les p r o f o n -  . 
d e u r s  n a v i g a b l e s ,  q u i  n ' é t a i e n t  d é j à  p a s  s a t i s f a i s a n t e s ,  o n t  
e n c o r e  b a i s s é  d e  50 c m .  C ' e s t  notamment B u d a p e s t ,  o ù  s i è g e  l a  
Commission d u  Danube,  q u i  n ' e s t  p a s  à m ê m e  d e  t r o u v e r  u n e  s o l u -  
t i o n  s a t i s f a i s a n t e  p o u r  le s e c t e u r  d e  Nagymaros. 

A p r è s  l a  r é a l i s a t i o n  d e  . l a  c o n c e p t i o n  d e  l a  Commiss ion 
d u  Danube c o n c e r n a n t  l a  r é g u l a r i s a . t i o n  du lit du Danube,  le  
s e c t e u r  d u  f l e u v e  d e  l ' e m b o u c h u r e  à V i e n n e ,  d e v r a i t  ê t re  c l a s s é  
d a n s  l a  c a t é g o r i e  V o u  V I  e t  c e l u i  e n  amont  d e  V i e n n e  d a n s  l a  
Iveme c a t é g o r i e  ( s e l o n  l a  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  des v o i e s  d'eau 
i n t é r i e u r e s  de la  CEE d e  l 'ONU). A u t r e m e n t  d i t  , le c o u r s  
s u p é r i e u r  d u  Danube p o u r r a i t  ê t re  u t i l i s é  d u r a n t  t o u t e  l ' a n n e e  
p a r  d e s  b a t i m e n t s  e u r o p é e n s  m o d e r n e s  d ' u n e  c a p a c i t é  d e  1900-  
ZOOO'tonnes, a i n s i  q u e  p a r  d e s  c o n v o i s  d e  q u a t r e  u n i t é s  ( d e  
3500 t o n n e s  e n v i r o n ) .  

D e  cette f a ç o n ,  d e s  t â c h e s  à l o n g  terme r e l a t i v e s  a u x  
q u e s t i o n s  de 1 ' é l . a r g i s s e m e n t  d u  lit de cette artere n a v i g a b l e  à 
g r a n d  g a b a r i t ,  se p o s e n t  d e v a n t  l a  Commission d u  Danube,  d o n t  
le Secrétariat es t  d i r i g é  d e p u i s  l e  m o i s  d e  j u i l l e t ,  p o u r  l a  
p r e m i è r e  f o i s  e t  p o u r  u n e  p B r i o d e  de 6 a n n c c s ,  pilr un Aut r i< : t i i cn .  
Dans l e  c o n t e x t e  de l a  c o n n e x i o n  Rhin-Main-Danube, l ' u n i f i c a t i o n  
des normes e t  des r é g l e m e n t a t i o n s  de d r o i t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e n  
v i g u e u r  p o u r  l a  n a v i g a t i o n  p a r  v o i e  d ' e a u  i n t é r i e u r e  n ' e s t  pas  
d ' u n e  m o i n d r e  i m p o r t a n c e .  I l  f a u t  a t t i r e r  l ' a t t e n t i o n  d a n s  cc 
c a d r e  s u r  la  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  de l a  Commission du Danube a v e c  l a  
Commission C e n t r a l e  p o u r  l a  n a v i g a t i o n  d u  Rhin  e t , s a n s  d o u t e ,  
s u r  celle,  établie d a n s  les l i m i t e s  de sa c o m p é t e n c e ,  a v e c  l a  
Commission ~ c o n o m i q u e  p o u r  l ' E u r o p e  de l'ONU. 



'. La d i f f é r e n c e  f o n d a m e n t a l e  e n t r e  l a  Commission C e n t r a l e  
pour  l a  n a v i g a t i o n  du  Rh in  e t  l a  Commission du Danube r é s ï d e  
d a n s  l e  f a i t  que ,  se  f o n d a n t  s u r  les s t i p u l a t i o n s  d e  l a  Conven- 
t i o n  d e  B e l g r a d e  d e  1948 ,  l a  Commission d u  Danube e s t  composée 
d ' u n e  f a ç o n  e x c l u s i v e  p a r  les r e p r é s e n t a n t s  d e s  E t a t s  r i v e r a i n s  
d a n u b i e n s  e t  que  s o n  a c t i v i t é  es t  c o n c e n t r é e  un iquement  s u r  l a  
s o l u t i o n  d e s  q u e s t i o n s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s  r e l a t i v e s  a u  r ég ime  d e  
l a  n a v i g a t i o n .  Quant  à l a  Commission C e n t r a l e  pour  l a  nav:iga- 
t i o n  .du Rhin ,  celle-ci  a u n e  i n f l u e n c e  c e r t a i n e  s u r  l a  s i , t u a t i o n  
économique ( p a r  exemple l e  cas b i e n  connu du d é c h i r a g e  d e s  b â t i -  
ments  non u t i l i s a b l e s ) ;  ce t te  Commission f o n c t i o n n e  a u s s i  e n  
t a n t  q u ' a u t o r i t é  d e  c o n c i l i a t i o n  e t  d ' a r b i t r a g e .  

L 'Allemagne,  q u i  a  é t é  j u s q u ' à  p r é s e n t  r e p r é s e n t é e '  à l a  
Commission du Danube s e u l e m e n t  e n  t a n t  q u ' o b s e r v a t e u r ,  a  d é c l a r é  
s o n  d é s i r  d ' a d h é r e r  à l a  C o n v e n t i o n  du Danube d e  1948 e n  t a n t  
que membre à p l e i n s  d r o i t s .  R e s t e n t  o u v e r t e s  l a  q u e s t i o n  d e  l a  
r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  d e  l a  l a n g u e  a l l e m a n d e  e n  t a n t  que  l a n g u e  o f f i c i -  
e l l e  complémen ta i r e  e t  ce l le  de l ' e x c l u s i o n  du s e c t e u r  Ke lhc i rn -  
U l m  d e  l a  compétence d e  l a  C o n v e n t i o n .  

L ' a d h é s i o n  d e  l a  R é p u b l i q u e  F é d é r a l e  d 'Al lemagne  es t  non 
s e u l e m e n t  s a l u é e  c h a l e u r e u s e m e n t  p a r  l ' A u t r i c h e ,  ma i s  e l l e  
d e v r a i t  ê t re  c o n s i d é r é e  comme u t i l e  d a n s  l e  c o n t e x t e  d e  l a  
l i a i s o n  Rhin-Main-Danube. 

L e s  rég imes  d e  l a  n a v i g a t i o n  r h é n a n  e t  danub ien  s o n t  
f o n d é s  s u r  l e  p r i n c i p e  d e  l a  l i b e r t é  d e  l a  n a v i g a t i o n .  S u r  l e  
Rhin cet  é t a t  d e  c h o s e s ,  f i x é  p a r  l e  P r o t o c o l e  a d d i t i o n n e l  N o  2 ,  
e s t  l i m i t é  a c t u e l l e m e n t  a u x  E t a t s  s i g n a t a i r e s  du P r o t o c o l e  e t  
aux  p a y s  de l a  Communauté Européenne .  Nonobs tan t  l a  d i r e c t i o n  
é t a t i q u e  c e n t r a l i s é e  d e  l ' économ' ie  des pays  d a n u b i e n s  communi s t e s  
une  t e l l e  l i m i t a t i o n  n ' a  p a s  é té  r é a l i s é e .  sur l e  Danulx.  

Le nouveau déve loppemen t  d e s '  p a y s  d e  l ' a n c i e n  b l o c  
communiste a u r a  pour  r é s u l t a t  l a  l i b r e  . c o n q u ê t e  du marché  d u  
t r a n s p o r t .  Il f a u d r a i t  d o n c  p e n s e r  a u  f a i t  q u ' à  l ' a v e n i r  non 
s e u l e m e n t  l ' A u t r i c h e  m a i s  les a u t r e s  ~ t a t s '  r i v e r a i n s  a u s s i  
p o u r r a i e n t  émettre des p r é t e n t i o n s  q u a n t  à l 'Amendement a u  
P r o t o c o l e  a d d i t i o n n e l  N o  2 ,  s e l o n  l e q u e l  les pays  a y a n t  l e  m ê m e  
sys t ème  économique p e u v e n t  être e x c l u s  d e s  l i m i t a t i o n s  o u  b i e n  
m i s  a u  m ê m e  n i v e a u .  En ce q u i  c o n c e r n e  l ' A u t r i c h e ,  l a  s o l u t i o n  
l a  p l u s  s i m p l e  s e r a i t  . l ' examen  de l a  t h è s e  q u e  j ' a i  m e n t i o n n é e  
m a i n t e s  f o i s  q u a n t  à l a  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  de ce pays  e n  t a n t  
q u ' ~ t a t ' r h é n a n ,  ce q u ' i l  est  e n  r éa l i t é  d u  p o i n t  d e  v u e  géogra -  
p h i q u e .  

Le t r a n s p o r t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s u r  l a  v o i e  Rhin-Main-Danubc 
d o i t  être c o n s i d é r é  comme r é g l e m e n t é  p a r  des c o n v e n t i o n s  b i l a -  
térales q u e  l a  Répub l ique  F é d é r a l e  a d é j à  c o n c l u e s  a v e c  p r e s q u e  
t o u s  les  E t a t s  d a n u b i e n s .  La s o l u t i o n  d e  b a s e  y  es t  l a  r é p a r t i -  
t i o n  à 5 0 : S O . d ~  v o l v e  d e s  t r a n s p o r t s ,  a i n s i  q u e  l ' é t a b l i s s e m e n t  
e n  commun:des t a r i f s ,  q u i ,  p a r a î t - i l ,  v o n t  j o u e r  un r61e fonda-  
m e n t a l  d a n s  les t r a n s p o r t s  m i x t e s  e u r o p é e n s .  Dans ce domaine  



a u s s i . d e s  changemen t s  i m p o r t a n t s  s u r  l e  Danube s o n t  à p r é v o i r .  
A c t u e l l e m e n t  o n  é t a b l i t  l e s  m o n t a n t s  d e s  t a r i f s  i n t e r n a t i o n a u x  
p o u r  les t r a n s p o r t s  d e  m a r c h a n d i s e s  s u r  l e  Danube d a n s  l e  c a d r e  
d e s  Accords  de B r a t i s l a v a  q u i  o n t  é té  s i g n é s  p a r  t o u t e s  les 
e n t r e p r i s e s  d e  n a v i g a t i o n  d a n u b i e n n e  d o n t  l ' a c t i v i t é  se d 6 r o u l c  
a u s s i  d a n s  l a  s p h è r e  d e s  t r a n s p o r t s  i n t e r n a t i o n a u x ,  comme p a r  
exemple l a  a a y e r i s c h e r  Lloyd e t  l e ~ n t r e p r i s e  de n a v i g a t i o n  
danubienne  a u t r i c h i e n n e  (DDSG). A l ' a v e n i r ,  l a  b a s e  d e  c a l c u l  
d e s  t a r i f s  d e  t r a n s p o r t  s u r  l e  Danube ne s e r a  p l u s  l e  r o u b l e  
t r a n s f é r a b l e  m a i s  l e  f r a n c  s u i s s e ,  e t  ceci s u r  l a  b a s e  d ' u n  
r a p p o r t  d e  1 : 2 , 5 .  H o r m i s  c e l a ,  il f a u d r a i t  compte r ,  d a n s  un 
p roche  a v e n i r ,  s u r  l a  c o n v e r t i b i l i t é  d e s  monnaies  d e s  p a y s  d e  
l ' E u r o p e  d e  1 ' E s t .  C e c i  e n t r a î n e r a i t  d e s  i n o d i f i c a t i o n s  d a n s  
les c o n d i t i o n s  de l a  p o l i t i q u e  m o n é t a i r e  e t  t a r i f a i r e  d e s  p a y s  
q u i  o n t  a c t u e l l e m e n t  un commerce é t a t i s é .  Avant t o u t e  c h o s e ,  
les a v a n t a g e s  d u  p o i n t  d e  vue  d e s  d é p e n s e s  e n c o u r u e s  a u  n i v e a u  
d e s  e n t r e p r i s e s ,  p r o p o s é s  p a r  l e  t r a n s p o r t  p a r  v o i e  d ' e a u  d a n s  
l e  c a d r e  d e s  t a r i f s  c a l c u l é s  d a n s  l es  c o n d i t i o n s  du  marché l i b r e ,  
a p p a r a î t r o n t  a v e c  é v i d e n c e .  C e  f a i t ,  a i n s i  que  l ' encombremen t  
d r ama t ique  a c t u e l  d e s  v o i e s  e t  des a r t è r e s  d e  t r a n s i t  f e r r o -  
v i a i r e  e t  r o u t i e r  d a n s  l a  r é g i o n  d e  l ' E u r o p e  C e n t r a l e ,  i n d i q u e n t  
que  l e  t r a n s p o r t  p a r  v o i e  d ' e a u  a u r a  d e s  t â c h e s  i m p o r t a n t e s  à 
a c c o m p l i r ,  t e n a n t  compte d e  ses r é s e r v e s  q u i  s o n t  e n c o r e  mal 
e x p l o i t é e s  p a r  les a u t o r i t é s  n a t i o n a l e s  e t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l e s  
coo rdonnan t  l e  t r a n s p o r t  e u r o p é e n .  

Dans ce s e n s ,  il f a u d r a i t  examine r ,  e n  t a n t  q u ' i n i t i a t i v e  
o r i e n t é e  v e r s  l ' a v e n i r ,  l e  f a i t  que d e s  e f f o r t s  pour  1 ' é l a r q i s -  
sement  e t  l ' e x p l o i t a t i o n  i n t e n s i v e  d e  l a  f l o t t e  pour  les t r a n s -  
p o r t s  RO-RO à l ' a i d e  d e  p o i d s - l o u r d s  à remorque e t  à benne  b a s c u -  
l a n t e  s o n t  r é a l i s é s  s u r  l e  Danube. L ' u t i l i s a t . i o n  s u r  une g r a n d e  
é c h e l l e  pour  1 e . t r a n s p o r t  d e s  f l u x  d e  marchaf id i ses  d é j à  impor-  
t a n t s  e t  c r o i s s a n t  r a p i d e m e n t  s u r  n o t r e  c o n t i n e n t , d e s  t r a n s -  
p o r t s  p a r  v o i e  d ' e a u  i n t é r i e u r e  e n  t a n t  q u e  t y p e  d e  t r a n s p o r t  
à b a s  p r i x  e t  n'endommageant pas l ' e n v i r o n n e m e n t ,  s e r a  une  
p i e r r e  d e  t o u c h e  pou r  les c a p a c i t é s  d e s  f o r c e s  p o l i t i q u e s ,  
a i n s i  q u e  d e s  o r g a n i s m e s  s u p r a - n a t i o n a u x  d e  l ' E u r o p e  l i D r e  q u i  
d e v r o n t  t r o u v e r  des s o l u t i o n s  g l o b a l e s  à t o u t e  une  sGrie d e  
q u e s t i o n s  d ' o r d r e  économique ,  d e  t r a n s p o r t  e t  é c o l o g i q u e .  

S e l o n  l a  s t a t i s t i q u e  d e  l a  Commission C e n t r a l e  p o u r  l a  
n a v i g a t i o n  s u r  le  Rh in ,  l a  f l o t t e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l e  irhCn.inc comprcnd 
18 400 u n i t e s  e n v i r o n  a v e c  un t o n n a q e  d e  13,s m i l l i o n s  de t o n n e s  
e n v i r o n  e t  u n e  p u i s s a n c e  d e  4 , 6  m i l l i o n s  d e  kW. 

La f l o t t e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l e  danub ienne  comptc , SC.:] o n  la 
s t a t i s t i q u e  de l a  Commission d u  Danube, q u e l q u e  5600 u n i t e s ,  
d ' u n  t onnage  de 5 M i o  t o n n e s  e t  d ' u n e  p u i s s a n c e  d e  860 000 kw 
e n v i r o n .  La n a v i g a t i o n  r h é n a n e  d i s p o s e  d ' u n e  q u a n t i t é  beaucoup  
p l u s  g r a n d e  de bât iments  a u t o m o t e u r s  q u e  l a  n a v i g a t i o n  d a n u b i e n n e ,  
s i t u a t i o n  q u i  est e x p l i q u e e  non s e u l e m e n t  p a r  l ' é t a t  arriéré d e  
c e r t a i n e s  f l o t t i l l e s ,  m a i s ,  p a r t i e l l e m e n t ,  s u r t o u t  p a r  le f a i t  
q u e  d e s  c o n v o i s ' p l u s  g r a n d s  o n t  l a  p o s s i b i l i t é  d e  n a v i g u e r  s u r  
l e  Danube, l e  t r a n s p o r t  d e s  m a r c h a n d i s e s  e n  v r a c  y 6 t a n t  a c t u e l -  



l e m e n t ' p r é p o n d é r a n t .  C ' e s t  p o u r q u o i  l a  n a v i g a t i o n  p a r  l a  methode 
d u  poussage  y es t  mieux r e p r é s e n t é e  q u e  s u r  le  Rhin.  Les  b â t e a u x -  
c i t e r n e s  s o n t  a u  c o n t r a i r e  moins  r é p a n d u s  d a n s  l a  c o m p o s i t i o n  
d e  l a  f l o t t e  n a v i g u a n t  s u r  le  Danube. C e c i  s ' e x p l i q u e  p a r  les 
volumes r e l a t i v e m e n t  m o d e s t e s  d e s  h u i l e s  m i n é r a l e s  e t  d e s  produit- 
c h i m i q u e s .  S u r  le  Rhin ces g r o u p e s  d e  m a r c h a n d i s e s  c o n s t i t u e n t  
18% du  volume t o t a l  d e s  t r a n s p o r t s  e t  r e s p e c t i v e m e n t  10%, t a n d i s  
q u e  s u r  l e  Danube ' i l s  r e p r é s e n t e n t  s e u l e m e n t  4 , 5 %  e t  r e s p e c t i v e -  
ment  1 , 2 % .  

Du p o i n t  d e  vue d e s  e n t r e p r e n e u r s ,  l a  s t r u c t u r e  d e  l a  
f l o t t e  p r é s e n t e  un t a b l e a u  t o u t  à f a i t  d i f f é r e n t .  T a n d i s  que  s u r  
le  Rhin ,  p r e s q u ' u n e  m o i t i é  du t o t a l  d e  l a  f l o t t e  a p p a r t i e n t  à 
d e s  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  d i f f é r e n t s  e t  l ' o n  y t r o u v e  à peu p r è s  une  
c e n t a i n e  d ' e n t r e p r i s e s  d e  n a v i g a t i o n ,  s u r  l e  Danube, l a  Yougos- 
l a v i e  e x c e p t é e ,  chaque  E t a t  d a n u b i e n ,  e n  g é n é r a l ,  a  s e u l e m e n t  une  
e n t r e p r i s e  ou compagnie de n a v i g a t i o n  q u i  p a r t i c i p e  aux  t r a n s -  
p o r t s  i n t e r n a t i o n a u x .  C e c i  s ' e x p l i q u e r a i t  non t e l l e m e n t  pa r  les  . 
s y s t è m e s  économiques e x i s t a n t  j u s q u ' à  p r é s e n t ,  mais  p l u t ô t  p a r  
les f a c t e u r s  d é j à  m e n t i o n n é s  ( l a  d e n s i t é  d e  l a  p o p u l a t i o n  e t  le  
d e g r é  d ' i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n ) ,  a i n s i  q u e  p a r  les longues  d i s t a n c e s  
q u i  s o n t  e n  moyenne 4 f o i s  p l u s  g r a n d e s  q u e  les d i s t t ~ n c c s  s u r  
l e s q u e l l e s  on réalise les t r a n s p o r t s  e n  Europe d e  1 ' 0 u e s t .  

T a n d i s  q u e  s u r  l e  Danube il y a un manque d e  c a p a c i t P  d e  
t r a n s p o r t ,  e t  c ' e s t  l a  r a i s o n  pour  l a q u e l l e  1' E n t r e p r i s e  danu- '  
b i e n n e  a u t r i c h i e n n e  n ' e s t  p a s  à m ê m e  a c t u e l l e m e n t  d ' a c c o m p l i r  
ses t â c h e s  d e  t r a n s p o r t  d e  m a r c h a n d i s e s ,  s u r  l e  Rhin i l  y  a  e u  
les mesures  b i e n  connues  d ' a s s a i n i s s e m e n t  du marché .  

T o u t e f o i s ,  il f a u t  r e m a r q u e r  q u e  les c o n d i t i o n s  d e  nav i -  
g a t i o n  s u r  l e  Rhin ,  s u r  le  c a n a l  Main-Danube e t  s u r  le Danube 
lui-même, s o n t  t o u t  à f a i t  d i f f é r e n t e s .  C e  ' n ' e s t  q u ' u n c  p i i r t j o  
r e l a t i v e m e n t  r é d u i t e  . d e s  f l o t t e s  r h é n a n e  e t  danub ienne  q u i  s o i t  
a d a p t e e '  à f r a n c h i r  d ' u n  t r a i t  o u  p a r  B t a p e s  des d i s t a n c e s  d e  
3500 km,  afin de réaliser u n  t r a f i c  i n i n t e r r o m p u  e t  économiqiie 
d a n s  le c a d r e  du  t r a n s p o r t .  e u r o p é e n .  

. La r e s t r u c t u r a t i o n  d u  t r a n s p o r t  e x i g e r a  d e s  i n v e s t i s -  
s émen t s  s p é c i f i q u e s ,  d i r i g é s  v e r s  1 ' a u g m e n t a t i o n  d e  l a  c a p a c i  Le 
d e  l a  f l o t t e .  Le temps "de  l a  p r i s e  d ' é l a n n  é c o u l é ,  l e  volume 
d e s  t r a n s p o r t s  i n t e r n a t i o n a u x  s u r  l e  Rhin-Danube-Main est  é v a l u é  
à 6-7 M i o  t o n n e s ,  d o n t  la  p a r t  de l ' A u t r i c h e  serait  d e  40-50%. 
Une c a p a c i t é  d e  c h a r g e m e n t  de 100  b a t i m e n t s  marchands e u r o p é e n s  
a v e c  un t i r a n t  d ' e a u  de 1900 à 2000 t o n n e s  serai t  n e c e s s a i r e  
r i e n  q u e  p o u r  le  t r a n s p o r t  d ' u n  m i l l i o n  de t o n n e s  par a n ,  de 
l ' embouchure  d u  Rhin  j u s q u ' e n  A u t r i c h e .  P a r  sa c a p a c i t é  e t  compte  
t e n u  des mesures  déjà a d o p t é e s  e n  vue  d e .  s o n  a d a p t a t i o n  aux  
documents  q u i  r è g l e n t  la  n a v i g a t i o n  d a n s  une  g r a n d e  p a r t i e  de 
l ' E u r o p e  ( e n  p a r t i c u l i e r  les actes n o r m a t i f s  e t  les p r e s c r i p t i o n s  
r e l a t i v e s .  a u  t r a n s p o r t  des m a r c h a n d i s e s  d a n g e r e u s e s ) ,  l a  nav iga -  
t i o n  r h é n a n e  p o u r r a i t , .  dans l e  cadre des t r a n s p o r t s  e u r o p é e n s  
de l ' a v e n i r ,  a v ~ i r  un cer ta in  a v a n t a g e  a u  moment du  "start". 



D e  ceete f a ç o n  l a  l i a i s o n  Rhin-Main-Danube  o u v r i r a  d'ernblé::'e à 
l a  n a v i g a t i o n  s u r  l a  v o i e  d ' e a u  i n t é - r i e u r e  o u e s t - c u r o p f c n n c  
d e s  p o s s i b i l i t é s  d ' e x p a n s i o n  p l u s  g r a n d e s  q u ' à  l a  n a v i q a t i o n  
d a n u b i e n n e .  T o u t e f o i s  c e t t e  l i a i s o n  e s t  u n  d é f i  a u s s i  b i e n  
p o u r  l a  r é g i o n  r h é n a n e  q u e  p o u r  l a  r é g i o n  d a n u b i e n n e  et, a v a n t  
t o u t ,  p o u r  l a  f u t u r e  p o l i  t i q u e  é c o n o m i q u e  europC.(.innc: L1;ii.i~ 1 th: . ;  

d o n i a i n e s  d e  l ' é c o n o m i e  e t  d e s  t r a n s p o r t s .  





Annex 140 

unofficial translation 

The Micistry of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak 
Itepublic presents its compliments to the Embassy of the  
Republic of Hungary in Bratisla~ and surprised by ~ b e  
decision of the Farlicment of the Republic of tiungery to 
sort ouc ~ithin the ~âzpted Budget of the Republic of 
Hungary 800 millioris of Fiungarian Forlnts Cor ~ h i s  y e z r  
expenses con~~ecceà ci th the àemolition of the N~cyir~ros 
coffer àam z d  t n e  restorztion of the surrounàing c r e r s  
has the honour to sceLe os follows: 

In the opinion or' the EiFnis~ry of Porei- ?-ffcirs 
of the Slox~2ic Repablic, at the moment that the proceGüre, 
based on the Special Ajreement for submission to the 
Intenatioce.1 Court of Justice of the differences B~tween 
the 2epublic of Eunccry a d  the Slovak Republic concerniclg 
the GzbEikouo-Na~ros Projecz signeà in Zrussels on 
April 7, 1993, s t a r ~ e G  i11 the Zague, the beginning of the 
works connecteà wich the demolition O? the Na-ros cof fer 
dom ana the restoration of the surrounding xeas  oui^ 
oppose the obligatio~s of both sides to continue bona fide 
awaiting the Judgrnent of the International Court of justice 
in the Eigue. 

The àenoliîio2 of the ~agymaros coffer dan woulà 
be chus a new serioüs illegal step of the Republlc of 
Hungary, foilowing the iïiegal srep of the susppnsion 2nd 
and f inally the terminztion of the works on the construction 
of the water work X.zcjymz.ros and corresponding pzrt of the 
water work GabCikovo for which the Republic of Iiunga-y is 
responsible according to the Treaty of 1977 ând al1 relate6 
documents. The Micistry of Foreip Mfairs of the Slovâk 
Republic thus awaits t h a t  no such s tep  would be realize6 ;-nd 
it would welcome the assurance from the Hungzrian sige. 

The Min i s tq  of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak 
Republic has the honour to remind that according to article 
8, paragraph 1, l e t t e r  d/ and article 1 and 3 of the Tlieaty 
between the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic and The 
Hungarian people' s Republic concexning the construction and 
operation of the G/N System of water Locks signed in 
Budapest on September 16, 1977, is a joint owner of the 
construction sites of the Nqyrnaros step and as a joint 
owner does not agree vith its dernolition- 



The Mînistry of Foreign Mfairs of the Slovak 
Republic protests against the works on the demolition of 
the Nagymaros coffer dam ana: asks the competent authorities 
of the ~epublic of Hungary t o  reevaïuate its decision 
and that the R e p u b l i c  of Hunga.ry stops al1 works on the  
demolition of al1 constructions comected with the 
Nagymaros water work- 

The Ministry of Foreign Affzirs of the Slovzk 
Republic avzils itself of this o p p o r t w i t y  to-renew t o  the  
Eknbassy of the Republic of H u n g a r y  the assurznces of its 
highest consideration- 

Bratislava, July 13, 1993 
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CERTIFICATION 

1, the undersigned, Dr. Peter Tomka, Agent of the Slovak Republic, hereby certiQ 

that the copy of each document attached in Volumes 2-4 of the Memorial 

submitted by the Slovak Republik is an accurate copy; and that al1 translations 

prepared by Slovakia are accurate translations. 

(Signed) 

Dr. Peter Tomka 

Agent of the Slovak Republic 




