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Mr. M o h m e d  Bedjaoui 
President of the International Court of Justice 
Peace Palace 
2517 KJ, The Hague 
Netherlands 

Your Excellency,  

The Kingdom of Lesotho has the pleaeure to submit the 
following in response to the invitation of the International 
Court of Justice to make statements on the question 
requcstcd by the United Nations General Aesemblyi 

"1s the threat of nuclear weapons in any circumstance 
permitted under international law?" 

The Kingdom of Lesotho is concerned about the 
continuing threat of nuclear wcapons and therefore supported 
the United Nations General Assembly Resolution requesting 
the advisory opinion on this issue. 

The Kingdom of Lesotho is resolutely oppoeed to the 
threat or use of nuclcar weapone, and will support the 
various international and regional initiative6 for 
prohibiting nuclear weapons. These include the 
establishment of a nuclear weapons free Africa and United 
Nations resolutions calling for a convention on the threat 
or use of nuclear wcapons. 

The Xingdom of Lesotho believes that any threat or uee 
of nuclear weapons violates Article 2 ( 4 )  of the United 
Nations Charter, which prohibits the threat or use of force 
oxcept in self defense as provided in Article 51. 



Any use  of n u c l e a r  weapons, even i n  s e l f  d e f e n s e ,  would 
v i o l a t e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  humani tar ian l ü w ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Hague 
and Geneva Conventions,  which p r o h i b i t  as p r a c t i c e s  of war, 
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g ;  t h e  u s e  of poisonous g a s e s ,  l i q u i d a  
and analogous subs t ances ;  t he  v 5 o l a t i o n  of neutral  
t e r r i t o r y ;  caus ing  longterm o r  s e v e r e  damage t o  t h e  
environment; caus ing  unnecessary o r  aggrava ted  s u f f e r i n g  or 
responding t a  provoca t ion  w i C h  a d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  rceponse.  

Moreover, t h e r e  is a g c n c r a l  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  t h e  t h r e a t  
t o  commit a p a r t i c u l a r l y  s e r i o u s  cr ime ie i t e e l f  an o f f ense .  
S i n c e  t h e  u s e  of n u c l e a r  weapons is i l l e g a l ,  t h e  t h r e a t  of 
u s e  of nuc l ea r  weapons is a390 i l l e g a l .  

The Kingdom o f  Lesotho r e s e r v e s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  submit  
f u r t h e r  argument i n  t h e  rcsponse phase  of p roceed ings  or a t  
thc o r a l  hea r ings .  


